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people of Holland and ZeaJand ^'vi^ (fertSred 

thcmfekea \v\\h hopes, thsE, now^ *■ hen tfjft dd- 

mini Aral ion -wtx; lodgrd in tlie handn of cbeir ftl- 

low-citiztni, the war wo"ld not be oirricjcl on with 

I he laiTie animofity and ardolir&s befuif. At Rrft, 

hosvt^-ert the t^suncJl rntcrcd lieartjiy into the late 

gtivcrnor's defigra^and pri^jrecuicd^wlth vipour,th(i 

plan of operations which he had left unfinished. 
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BOOK XIV, 

AFTER the death of Requefens, who had been "^^^^ « 
prevented from nominating his fucceffor by i_j^-^-j_ f 
the violence of his difeafe, the council of ftate af- 1576. 
fumed the reins of government ; and as the king '^^^^^^1^1 
, hefitated for fome time in his choice of a goyernor,,h4iwis of the 
he found it neceflary to confirm- tbeViutHtiiJy^; If^l^""'^ ^ 

Th isrevolution afforded great fajisfaftjon to the 
people of Holland and Zealand ^'wlio/l&ttbred 
themfelves with hopes, that, now, i^henrtbc <id*-^ 
miniftration was lodged in the hands' of- their fel- 
low-citizens, the war would not be carried on with 
the fame animofity and ardour as before. At firft, 
however, the council entered heartily into the late 
governor's defigns,and profecuted,with vigour, the 
plan of operations which he had left unfinilhed. 
And they continued to do fo till their attention 
V. as called to objedts of a ftill more intereftiujg na- 
ture, than the redudlion of the maritime provinces. 

Vol. IL B The 
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The Spanifli cavalry had, as already mentioned* 
^ begun to mutiny before the death of Requ^fens, 
1576. D^rii^g ^^^ fi^g^ ^f Ziricfee, the infantry remain- 
Mutiny of ed otedient to their commanders, partly from 
t?ips!^**^ being kept in perpetual employment, and partly 
from the hopes of enriching themfelves by the 
plunder of that city ; but being difappointed in 
thefe hopes by the articles of the capitulation, and 
large arrears being due, to the payment of which 
even the contributions of the people of Ziricfee 
were not applied ■ , they flew to arms, depofed 
their officers, elefted others, and a commander in 
chief from among themfelves ; and then, having 
fwom mutual fidelity over the facred hoft, they 
abandoned all their conquefts which had coft them 
fo much labour and blood, and pafled over to 
Brabant; intending to take poffeflion of fome con- 
fiderable fortified place, from whence they might 
mak6 excurfioife, and plunder the neighbouring 
towns and villages. 

they fell* The council of ftate fent count Manfveldt to ap- 

•" ^^ peafe them ; but no offers or promifes which the 

count was empowered to make, could diven 

them from their defign. They hoped, by the ra- 

•. j;*P}dityo£theii:jj\ai;ch, to have entered Bruffels by 

/:; liirprjfe;^fcnt -l^li the inhabitants and garrifor 

wc^ pcopat^d* to pppofe ihtm. They failed likc- 

yffe.5i'.*4^.sit{empt on Mechlin. Then leaving 

\]Bfz^n\j: X\)f^y turned fuddenly towards Alloft ii 

: Elii«fer6!;r*'4frd: made thtmfelves mafters of that 

town, by climbing over the walls,* in the middle 

of the night, when the citizens were off their 

guard. They could not have acquired pofleffion 

of a place more fuitable to their defign ; as it was 

fituated in the midft of a rich and fertile country, 

and lay at nearly an equal diftance from Brul- 

fels, 

■ Meteren fays, that the Walloon! laid hold of the moner 
and with great dexterity excluded the Spaniards from the to^^ 
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fels, Ghent, and Antwerp. They had no fooncr Boo < 
difplayed the ftandard of rebellion in AUoft, than ^_, ,^-^ 
they were joined by raoft of the other Spanifli 1576. 
troops in the Low Countries ; after which they 
began to exercife every fpecies of violence and 
outrage, both againfl the citizens and the inhabit^ 
ants of the country round. 

The prince of Orange remained not idle onm-» 
concerned, in this critical conjundture. He* had 
too much fagacity not to difcern,and too much zeal 
and dexterity not to avail himfelf of fo favour- 
able an opportunity of advancing his defigns. 
By his letters, and emiffaries, he endeavoured to 
roufe the fpirit of the people, and to perfuade the 
council, " That now was the time when they 
might deliver themfelves for ever from the tyran- 
ny of Spain. By the good providence of God, 
the government had fallen into their own hands. 
It ought to be their unalterable purpofe, to hold 
fall the power which they pofleued, and to em- 
ploy it in delivering their fellow-citizens from that 
intolerable load of mifery under which they had 
fo long groaned. The meafure of the calamities 
of the people, and of the iniquities of the Spa- 
niards, was now full. There was nothing worfe 
to be dreaded than they had already fuffered -, and 
nothing to deter them from refolving either to ex- 
f)el their rapacious tyrants, or to perifli in the glo- 
rious attempt." 

These exhortations, enforced by accounts They m 
which were propagated of the enormities commit- ^,**'J^ ^"^ 
ted by the Spanilh troops, found an eafy admit- coundi. 
tance into the minds of perfons of all ranks. The 
council of ftate were no lefs enflamed than the 
people ; and refolved to publifh an edift, declaring 
the Spaniards to be rebels againft the king. Bar- 
laimont, Manfveldt, Viglius, even the Spanifli 
officers of the highell rank, and Rhoda, prefident 
Ba of 
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bf the council of tumults, feemed at firft inclined 
to concur with the other counfellors ; but perceiv- 
ing that their refentment was not confined to the 
mutineers, but extended likewife to all the friends 
of the Spanifti government^ they began to alleviate 
the outrages of the foldiers, and openly oppofed 
the publication of the edid ; alleging, that troops 
which had mutinied on account of not receiving 
their pay, could not juftly be confidered as rebels; 
and that the edidk would ferve only to exafperate 
them ftill more againft the people, while the 
council was not provided with force fufficient to 
reftrain their excefTes. But thefe reafons were 
held in great contempt by a majority of th6 coun- 
cil ; w ho, havinff expelled the diflenting members, 
accufed thetn of holding correfpondence with the 
mutineers, and threw them into prifon. Then 
having elefted the duke d* Arfchot for their preli- 
dent, in the room of Viglius, they publifhed an 
cditt in terms ftrongly calculated to increafe the 
odiiml againft the Spanifli troops ; calling on the 

ale to concur with them in driving out that 
jfs and rapacious crew, who, under the pre- 
text of procuring payment of their arrears, 
would, if they were not fpeedily prevented, bring 
titter ruin upon the Netherlands, 

ttoiiiiitiet Nothing could have been more confonant to 
between the the general fpirit of the Flemings, than the fenti* 
•Sd Fie- ments contained in this edidt. It ferved as fuel to 
"■»6«- that flame which was already kindled, and which 
now burft out with redoubled violence. \ro give 
greater weight to the meafures which had been 
already taken, and to thofe which they intended 
to purfue, the council called an aflembly of the 
States ; and all the provinces, Luxemberg except- 
ed, fent deputies to attend. This aflembly had 
no fooner met than hoftilities were begun. The 
citadels of Antwerp, Ghent, Valenciennes, and 
Utrecht were in the hands of the Spaniards. Ro- 
mero 
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mero comm^^nded in Licres ; and Maeftricht was Book 
garrifonedby fome companies of German infantry. ^ -^- . ^ 
To acquire poffeffion of thefe important fortrefles, 1 576. 
and to prevent the Spamlh troops from uniting 
themfelves into one body, were the objedls upon 
which the States beftowed their firft and principal 
attention. They were fuccefsfu| in gaining over 
to their fide the regiments of Walloons in the 
Spanifh fervice ; and they raifed fo great a num-r 
ber of the militia of the country, as, when joined 
with the Walloons, formed a conftderable body 
of troops. 

The Spaniards, on the other hand, prompted 
by Rhoda, and animated by the brave and adtive 
d'Avila, exerted themfelves no lefs ftrenuoufly ia 
counterafting their defigns. An officer of the 
name of Vargas, having drawn together eight 
hundred horfe m the neighbourhood of Maeftricnt, 
had advanced as far as Vifenach, in his way to 
Alloft, in hopes of prevailing on the mutineers to 
ad in concert with liim. At Vifenach he was met 
by two thoufandfoot and fix hundred horfe, which 
the States had fent to oppofe him. But the Spa- 
niards were not fo much inferior in niunber, as 
they were fuperior in military difcipline. Vargas 
fupplied Ks want of infantry by making a com-? 
pany of Burgundians quit their horfes. The Fle- 
mUh troops, though they began the attack with 
great impetuofity, fell foon into diforder; and 
the Spaniards broke in upon their ranks, and put 
them to flight, with confiderable flaughter. 

Vargas continued his route to Alloft ; and 
was feconded, in his application to the mutineers, 
by d'Avila and Romero ; but neither the impor- 
tunity of their officers, nor a regard to the honour 
of their nation, or to their perfonal fafety, could 
overcome their obftinate refolution to remain in 
Alloft, till they fhould receive payment of their 
arrears. From Alloft, Vargas lei his troops, 

with 
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Book with the utmoft expedition, to Maeftricht, which, 
*^^* I he was informed, the Germans in garrifon there 
had agreed to deliver to the States. The execu- 
tion of their defign had been retarded by fome 
companies of Spaniards, a part of whom were in 
poffeflion of one of the gates, and the reft ftatipned 
m the town of Vich. This town lies on the eaft 
fide of the river, and is connedled with Maeftricht 
by a bridge over the Maefe. Vargas, having 
tranfported his troops, and joined his countrymen 
at Vich, had a (harp engagement with the townf- 
men upon the bridge ; but as they were not fup- 
ported by the Germans, he foon compelled them 
to retire. They paid dear for this attempt to 
aflert their liberty. The Germans, inftead of adt- 
ing as their friends, united with the Spaniards, and 
both together plundered the town without mercy *. 

The racking BuT the memory of the calamities which the 
S* An^wc^p people of Maeftricht experienced on this occafion, 
by ^e Spt- was effaced by thofe which foon afterwards befell 
"**' ' the citizens ot Antwerp. The States had laboured 
in vain to perfuade the Spanifh garrifon in the ci- 
tadel to deliver it into their hands. They now 
refolved to compel them; and, with this view, 
they had brought into the city a numerous body 
of Walloons and other troops. They had much 
reafon for that folicitude with which they defired 
to get pofleflion of this important fortrefs; which, 
on the one fide, communicated with the town, by 
a ipacious efplanade, and on the other, with the 
adjacent country. The States were not fufficiently 
aware of the danger to which, from thefe two 
circumftances united, the city of Antwerp was ex- 
pofed. Champigny ^ the governor had endea- 
voured to roufe their attention to this danger, and 
had earneftly exhorted them to block up the 

efplanade 

*» Metcren, p. 164. Bentivoglio, p. 178. 
* He was brother to cardinal Granvelle, and was as averle 
from the Spaniih interell as his brother was atuched to it. 
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efplanade by batteries and trenches ; and, at the B • o k 
fame time, to order all the troops that could be y_^^J^ ^ 
fpared, to encamp without the town, fo as to pre- , j^g. 
vent the Spaniaras at AUoft and other places from 
entering the citadel. But they wholly negledled 
the latter part of this advice, and they were too 
late in beginning to put the former in execution. 
They believed that the garrifon would not venture 
to fally out upon the town, in which there was fo 
great a number of troops to oppofe them ; and they 
flattered themfelves with the hopes of being able to 
compel them to furrender, before they could re-, 
ceive afliftance from their countrymen. For this 
purpofe, two ftrong batteries were planted on the 
efplanade ; while the townfmen were employed 
either in pufliing forward the trenches, or in raifmg 
mounds for the fecurity of the town. 

The fiege of the caflle of Ghent was carried on 
at the fame time, and the States had conceived the 
moft fanguine expedlation of fuccefs ; when the 
noife of the artillery reached from both places to 
the mutineers in Alloft j and, awakening in them 
fome fparks of their native warlike ferocity, pro- 
duced a more powerful efFedt upon their minds, 
than all the exhortations and entreaties of their 
commanders. 

Navaresb, their eleft or leader, feized dex- 
teroufly this opportunity which their prefent dif- 
pofition afforded him; and, calling them toge- 
ther, exhorted them to refleft upon the folly of 
fuffering the fortrefles befieged to fall into the 
hands of the Flemings. " That artillery," faid 
he, ** which is now thundering in our ears, is le- 
velled againft us, no leCs than againft the par- 
rilbns of Ghent and Antwerp. When the Fle- 
mings fhall have fubdued the reft of our country- 
men, can we doubt that they will next turn their 
arms againft us, who are the principal objedts of 
tlieir refentment ? Can you imagine that the States 
B 4. will 
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will then lend a more favourable ear, than at pre- 
fent, to your requefts ? Believe me, they will ere 
long extinguifti the debt which they owe you, in 
your blood. Let us march inftantly to the relief 
of the citidal of Antwerp. We (hall foon oblige 
the enemy to raife the (lege. We (hall, in fpite 
of the townfmen, and the raw troops which they 
have brought to their a(riftance, make ourfelves 
Tnafters of the richett city in the world, and take 
ample revenge for the unworthy treatment we 
have received." 

He would have proceeded ; but was prevented 
by Ihouts of applaufe, and exclamations from 
every quarter, to arms! To arms! They were 
now as impatient to leave Alloft, as they had 
formerly been reluftant. On the 3d day of No- 
vember, and only a few hours before funfet, they 
began their march ; hoping to reach the citadel 
of Antwerp early next morning, imobferved by 
the enemy. Having found greater difficulty in 
pafling the Scheld than they expeded, they did 
not arrive till noon ; notwithftanding which, being 
joined by four hundred horfe, under Vargas and 
Romero, who had adted in concert with Navarefe, 
they entered the citadel, without meeting the 
lean oppofition. The citizens were no fooner in- 
formed of their arrival, than they fufpefted their 
defign, and were filled with the moft dreadful 
apprehenfions. Champigny the governor, whofe 
advice had been fo unfortunately difregarded, faw 
the approaching ftorm, and did every thing in 
his power to ^vert it. 

But the impetuofity of the mutineers did not 
leave him time for completing the arrangements 
which he intended. Thefe men, impelled at once 
by avarice and revenge, rejedtcd with difdain the 
invitation given by d'Avila to repofe and refre(h 
themfelves after their march. With rage and fu- 
ry in their countenances, they demanded the fig- 

nal 
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nal to advance ; calling out, that they were de- Book 
termined, before night, either to perifh in the ^ ^^ 
conflidl, or to fix their quarters in the city. They 
were in number between two and three thoufand, 
and the garrifon, together with the troops brought 
by Vargas and Romero, amounted nearly to the 
fame number. Navarefe the eledt led on the mu- 
tineers, and the remainder were commanded by 
Romero. Nothing could exceed the intrepidity 
with which thefe two determined bands, vying 
w ith each other, attacked the trenches. The ci- 
tizens difplayed at the firft onfet, great bravery 
and refolution ; but, being unable long to with- 
fland the impetuous attack of the Spaniards, and 
being galled at the fame time by the artillery of 
the citadel, they at length gave way, and fled^ 
with precipitation along the two ftreets which lead* 
from the parade into the centre of the city. The 
Spaniards wete feconded by their cavalry; which 
bore down all before them, and followed clofe 
upon the rear of the vanquifhed, till they reach-^ 
ed the great fquare, in the centre of which, 
Hands the Guildhall or Palace. There the fugi- 
tives, being joined by fome frefti troops, made a 
halt, and rallied; but they were foon broken a fe- 
condtime, and would have been all cut to pieces, 
if they had not taken ftielter in the palace, and in 
the houfes of the fquare. From the windows they 
kept, for fome time, a briflc fire upon the enemy, 
and did confiderable execution ; . but the Sj^aniards, 
w ho were accompanied by the retainers of their 
camp, fet fire to the houfes, with hay, ftraw, and 
other combuttible materials, not fparing even the 
palace itfelf ; which was efteemed one of the rich^ 
ell and moft magnificent in the world. It was 
quickly reduced to aflies; and of thofe who had 
taken refuge in it, fome perifhed in the flames, and 
fome by the fword, in attempting to efcape, while 
others frantic with defpair flung themfelves head- 
long from the windows ^ 

The 
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The Spaniards then difperfed themfelves over 
' the city ; overpowering all oppofition with irrefift- 
^576' ible impetuofily. Had their number been fufficient 
cither to murder, or to overtake the prodigious 
crowds that fled before them, the blood and car- 
nage of that memorable day would have been ftill 
more dreadful. Of the citizens near feven thoufand 
perifhed ; while the lofs of the Spaniards amount- 
ed only to two hundred men. So great is the fu- 
periority in battle, of regular difcipline, and 
prompt obedience to command. For thgugh the 
citizens fought with extraordinary courage, like 
men whofe all was at ftake, they adted not in 
concert, and although they had been marflialled 
j^ by Champigny, as well as the time would allow, 
I? yet, from want of praftice, they were foon thrown 
into confufion ; and, from the fame caufe, they 
were unable to recover their ranks, or return to 
the charge. 

Justice would oblige us to beftow on the Spa- 
nilh troops the praife due to the moft heroic va- 
lour, if, befides the rapacity which impelled them, 
they had not disfigured the luftre of their viftorv 
by exercifmg a degree of barbarous cruelty, of 
which, at that period, the Spaniards alone, of all 
the nations in Europe, feem to have been capable. 
Antwerp, at the time of this cataftrophe, was in the 
moft flourifhing condition. Companies of mer- 
chants from almoft every commercial nation, re- 
fided in it, pofleiring ftorehoufes and faftories fill- 
ed with the moft precious commodities. Great 
numbers of the citizens too were the wealthieft in 
Europe. Their magnificent houfes were adorned 
with the moll coftly furniture; and their fliopsand 
warehoufes ftored with prodimous quantities of 
gold and filver ItufFs, and all other kinds of valua- 
ble effeds, collefted from every corner of the 
globe. Upon thefe the Spaniards feized, without 
any difcrimination of the owners, and without con- 

iidering 
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fidering whether the perfons whom they pillaged, Book 
were triends or enemies. The plunder that lay ^^^^ 
open and unconcealed was immenfe; but was far ,^-5^ 
from being fufficient to fatiate the avarice of the 
Spaniards. They exerciled the moft unrelenting 
cruelty upon all whom they fufpeded to have con- 
cealed their treafures ; and nothing was to be heard 
in the city, but either the (hrieks and groans of the 
fufFerers, or the lamentations of thofe whom they 
compelled to witnefs the torments of their huf- 
bands, wives, or children. Contemporary hifto- 
rians have defcribed fome of the feveral fpecies of 
torture which they inflidted -, but the reader's mo- 
defty would be offended, and his humanity fhockr 
edby the recital^. 

In this manner were thefe men, for three days 
and nights, employed in plundering and butcher-r 
ing by turns, a people who were fubjedts of the 
famcprince as themfelves, and from whom (v. hat- 
ever ffround of cornplaint they might pretend 
againlt the council of State) they had never re- 
ceived the fmalleft injury, or provocation. Nor 
does it appear that their officers interpofed their au- 
thority, to moderate their exceffes, till the fcldi ers, 
exhaufled with fatigue, were about to give over 
of themfelves. 

The money in fpecie which was extorted, 
amounted at leaft to eight millions of guilders, be- 
fides a prodigious quantity of gold and filver, in 
plate, miffs, and furniture, which the owners were 
not able to redeem. The lofs which the people 
of Antwerp fuftained by the burning of fo mj^ny 
buildings, was not lefs than what they fufiered by 
the rapacity of the foldiers. The moft beautiful 
part of the city was burnt to the ground ; and great 
numbers of (hops and warehoufes, containing the 
richeft goods, were confumed to allies*. 

Whilst 

^ Thoanus and Meteren. « Mctcren, p. 164. Thuanus, 
torn. ill. p. 47 1 . Bemivoglio, p. 1 78. ^,g.^.^^^ ^^ Google 
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Book 
XIV. Whilst the barbarity exercifcd againft thein- 

'^'^Z^ habitants of Antwerp, excited lentiments of com- 
*57^' paffion towards the unhappy fufFerers, it greatly 
*rhc suui augmented that abhorrence which the Flemings al- 
II^*^fr^ ready entertmned towards the Spaniards, and made 
the Prince cf them more folicitous than ever to deliver them- 
' felves from a yoke which was now become in- 
tolerable. But the great fuperiority which the Spa- 
nl(h troops difcovered on every occafion over the 
raw undifciplined forces of the States, created 
much anxiety, with regard to the fuccefs of their 
endeavours. The council of ftate perceived the 
neceffity of having recourfe to foreign aid ; and 
they willingly accepted an offer, which was made 
them at this juncture by the prince of Orange, of 
fome cannon, anununition, and troops, with which 
they pufhed forward the fiege of the citadel of 
Ghent, and foon obliged thcgarrifon to capitulate. 

This feafonable afliftance contributed not a lit- 
tle to advance the prince's views. Immediately af- 
ter the death of Roquefens, he had projected a 
fcheme of uniting all the provinces, and had ex- 
erted himfelf with great aftivity and addrefs, in 
carrying it into execution. The States entered rea- 
dily into his ideas. Deputies were appointed, and 
invefted with proper powers, by the feveral pro- 
Xr!c^*' vinces ; and in the congrefs, which was held at 
Ghent. Ghent, a treaty of confederacy was concluded, un- 
der which all the provinces, except Luxemburg, 
ShlTsri. were comprehended. 

In this confederacy, fo well known in the hifto- 
ry of the Netherlands by the name of the Pacifi- 
cation of Ghent, it was agreed between the Catlio- 
lic provinces on the one nand, and thofe of Hol- 
land and Zealand, with the prince of Orange, on 
the other, that there Ihould fubfilt between them, an 
inviolable alliance, peace, and friendftiip ; that all 
paft injuries Ihould be buried in oblivion ; that all 

piifoners, 
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prifoners, and in particular the count de Boflut, Book 
fiiould be fet at liberty without ranfom ; that the ^'^ ^ 
contrading parties ftiould, to the utmoft of their ,-,5^ 
power affift each other in expelling the Spaniards 
from the Netherlands; that as foon as the provinces 
fliould be delivered from thefe bloody oppreffors, 
and tranquillity eftabliflied, a general affembly 
ihould be held of the States of all the provinces, 
for redrefling grievances, reforming abufes, and 
reftoring the conftitution to its primaeval (late ; 
that the prince of Orange fhould remain hi^h ad- 
miral and governor of the maritime provmces ; 
and that he, and all others, whofe property had 
been confifcated, fhould be reinftated in their pof- 
feflions and dignities; that the decrees of the 
duke of Alva, relative to the tumults and herefy, 
(liould be abolilhed ; but that in the Catholic pro- 
vinces, only the Roman Catholic religion fhould be 
exercifed ; while in thofe of Holland and Zealand, 
ail matters, whether civil or religious, ftiould re- 
main on their prefent footing, till a general affem- 
bly of all the States ftiould. be held^ 

The deputies who were now convened, whom Amviiof 
the hiftorians call likewife by the name of the A^ir'i^''''^ 
States, entered immediately upon the execution of 
the articles of this confederacy, by tranfporting to 
tlie frontier of France fuch of the Spaniards as had ^ 
been taken prifoners in the citadel of Ghent : and 
they had begun to make preparations to diflodge 
them from other places,'' when they were inform- 
ed that Don John of Auft:ria, whom Philip had 
made choice of for governor, had arrived in the 
province of Luxemburg. In fome refpeds, Don 
John was admirably qualified for this new fl:afion, 
to which his brother had appointed him. His af- 
fable and infinuating manners were fitted to con- 
ciliate 

' Meteren, p. 169. Bcntivoglio, ). 9. fub fine, Thuanus, 
! 62. fca. 13. 
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dilate the afFedtions of the people whom he was 
^ fent to govern ; and his military accomplifhments 
J - -5^ qualified him to purfue the war with vigour, againft 
the revolted provinces; But in the critical (itua- 
tion into which the late enormities of the Spaniards 
had brought the Netherlands, other talents befides 
thefe were requifite ; fuch as prudence, patience, 
and felf-command, together with Ikill and dexte- 
rity in managing the paflions, and the prejudices of 
men -, qualifications which Don John polfefled not 
in any confiderable degree. 

Hisira^ru- His couduft upon his firft arrival was ill cal- 
dcacc culated to allay thofe fufpicions which the Fle- 
mings entertained of the king's defign in fending 
him to the Netherlands, Having ftopt at Lux- 
emburg, he wrote letters to the coimcil and the 
States, in whicH he informed them, that he would 
not come to Bruflels, the ufual refidence of their 
governors, unlefs hoftages were given him for 
their peaceable behaviour, a guard appointed for 
the fecurity of his perfon, and the farne iinlimited 
command of the fleet and army conferred upon 
him, Nvhich the preceding governors had enjoyed. 
He lamented the outrages which had been commit- 
ted by the Spanilh troops ; and promifed, that, if 
the States and people rfiuuld maintain their obe- 
dience to the king, and their profeflion of the ca- 
tholic faith, the injuries which they had fuftained, 
fhould not pafs unpuniflied. But he added, that 
if they failed in either of thefe refpefts, they 
fliould, in that event, find him no lefs prepared for 
war, than he was inclined to peace*. 

The sttui The States and council were ignorant, till they 
vke^toThe"*' received thefe letters, of the light in which their 
Prince «f late coududt was confidered by the court of Spain. 
Oi»ngc. They believed that, as the fteps which they had 
taken were neceflary for the prefervation of the 

people, 

^ fMctcrcn, p. 174. 
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people, it was impoflible they could be ofFenfive Book. 
to the king •, and they were extremely furpriled, ^ ^^^• 
thus to meet, not only with diftruft, but even 
threats, and a defiance, where they were confcious 
of having merited approbation and applaufe. They 
trembled therefore at the thoug hts of puttingthem- 
felves in the power of the new governor, and were 
greatly at a lofs to determine what anfwer they 
iliould return to his demands. On this occafion, 
t!iey had recourfe to the Prince of Orange for ad- 
\ ice. And William readily embraced the oppor- 
tunity, which was thus preiented to him, ot con- 
firming his countrymen in thofe fufpicions to 
which the governor's condudl had given rife. 

** As it was but too manifeft," he faid, " from Hisidvicc 
tlie ftrain of Dohn John's letter, that he intended to^tr^*^ 
tread in the footfteps of his predeceflbrs, the States zoti^ iS7^- 
and coimcil had much need to exert ail their firm- 
nefs, pmdence, and circumfpe<5tion. They ought 
ferioufly to confider of the important charge with 
which they were intrufted ; and to remember, that, . 
upon their prefent conduct it depended, whether 
they, and their wives, and children, and fellow 
citizens, fliould for the future enjoy thofe rights 
which belonged to them as natives of the Low 
Countries, or fhould be again expofed to the law- 
lefs tyranny of the Spaniards. They ought to ex- 
ercife with vigour the power which they poffeffed, 
and rcfolutely rejedk all terms of agreement with 
the governor, by which the fundamental laws of 
the State might be brought into danger, or their 
own authority abridged. Enter not, faid he, intoany 
accommodation with him, till the Spaniards, and 
all other foreign troops be aftually difmifled. Truft 
not to any foothing promifes which he may give 
you, of difmifling them at a more convenient fca- 
lon. Remember how the king himfelf, when he 
went to Spain, afiuredyou, that the troops which 
he then left behind him, Ihould, in three months 

afterwards^ 
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afterwards, be withdrawn, and yet they were fuf- 
fered to remain for more than a year and a half; 
and would, notwithftanding your folicitations, have 
ftill remained, if the calamity which befell his army 
for him in Africa, had no tmade it neceflary to remove 
them. Let no confideration perfuade you to lilten 
to Don John's requeft of being invefted with the 
unlimited command of your forces* By granting 
this, you will furnifh him with weapons againft 
yourfelves. Nothing can exprefs his diftruft more 
ftrongly, than his unprecedented requifitions of 
hoftages, and a guard tor the fecurity of his per- 
fon. If you comply with thefe demands, you will 
enable him to annihilate your authority, and to 
trample under foot your moft facred rights and 
laws. It is impoffible to believe that one who dif- 
covers fo much folicitude to ftrip you of your pow- 
er, can ferioufly intend your welfare. Is it not more 
reafonable that the governor fhould truft the States, 
than that the States (hould lay themfelves at the 
mercy of the governor ? Such demands were never 
made, even by your princes themfelv^ ; whofe 
pradtice always was to come unarmed to your af- 
femblies, and to take an oath to maintain your pri- 
vileges, before they received from you any pro* 
mife of obedience. Confent not to put yourfelves 
under the power of John of Auftria, upon ealier 
terms than have been ever infilled upon with your 
native princes. Require him, previoufly to his ad* 
miflion, to interpofe his authority for the immc* 
diate departure of the Spanifh troops; and fo- 
lemnly to engage to govern the State according 
to its fundamental laws''. To thefe conditions, 
your late fatal experience will juftify you, if you 
add, that you fhall have the power or affemblins 
yourfelves twice, or even thrice a year, if you fliafl 
judge it to be expedient ; that the citadels fliall be 

rafed 

^ Here the prince mentions the particular "privileges to which 
he alludes, and the times whea they were obtained. Meterep, 
p. 175. 
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rafed to the ground ; that the right of appointing 
the governors and magiftrates (hall be veiled in 
you ; and that without your confent, no military ,-y^^ 
force (hall be levied, and no garrifons ftationed in 
the towns or forts. At prefent, it little imports 
you to confider whether or not this condutl will 
give offence to the king, for it is mere delufion, if 
you flatter yourfelves that you have not already 
offended him, Promifes, foothing fpeeches, and 
profeffions of affection on his part, will not be 
wanting ; but you will difcover the lafl degree of 
weaknefs, if, after what you have experienced fot 
feveral years paft, you are not fenfible, that nothing 
now remains for you, but either miferably to bend 
under the yoke, from which you have fo happily 
efcaped, or to employ with vigour and fortitude 
the means with which Providence has furniflied 
you ; and which, I doubt not, may yet prove ef* 
fedbial for your fecurity, provided you maintain 

harmony and concord among yourfelves *.** 

• 

This letter, in fome meafure, produced the '^^^ ^'*^*« 
defired effeft. It put to filence all thofe whotTl^^^gr 
were for receiving Don John on his own terms j pow«". 
and the States, more fufpicious than ever of his de- 
fign, refolved to infift upon the difmiflion of the 
troops, and the confirmation of the pacification of 
Ghent, as conditions, without which they would 
never agree to acknowledge his authority. And 
that they might not be found unprepared, in cafe 
of his refufal, they gave orders for making new 
levies; drew together an army atWavre, between 
BrulTels and Namur ; and difpatched ambafTadors 
to folicit alTiftance from foreign courts. 

In Germany, where they were powerfully fe- 
conded in their applications by the prince of 
Orange, they engaged in their intereft, John Ca- 
fimire, count palatine of the Rhine. In France 
they did not confine their application to the Cal- 

Vol. IL C viriifts, 
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vinifts, but likewife prevailed upon the duke of 
Anjou, the king's brother, to efpoufe their caufe, 
' by fetting before him the profpeft of aneftabdifh- 
• '^'^' ment in the Low Countries, more fuitable to his 
rank than he could expedl to obtain in his brother's 
dominions. From the queen of England, thdr 
envoy met with the raoft gracious reception. It 
was matter of the higheft fatisfaftion to this faga- 
cious princefs, to fee her inveterate enemy thus 
embroiled with his Fleniifli fubjecks ; bat, as fhe 
was ttlil defirous to avoid an open rupture with 
PhiKp, flic chofe to affift them with money rather 
than with troops^ and gave them 40,000 pounds, 
with a promife of continuing her favour, on con- 
dition (which (he added in order to fave appear- 
ances) that they fliould adhere to the pacification 
of Ghent, and not throw off their allegiance to 
their legal fovereign. 

Their neg<^ While. the States were making thefe prepara-* 
SuTjori!! ^'lo^s to vindicate their rights by force of arms, 
they fincerely dcfrred to attain their end, by nego- 
eiation with the governor. For they had too lon^ 
groaned under the calamities of war, not to wilh 
moll earneftly for peace, provided that bleflinff 
could be fecured, without making a facrifice of 
their liberties. Don John, on the other hand, dif- 
covered an extreme reluftance to comply with 
the conditions which they required of him j but 
he endeavoured to diffemblc his fenthnents, and 
attempted, by fair fpeeches, to cajole and deceive 
thfem. Still, however, he continued to (hew his 
diffidence, by infilling upon having a numerous 
guard for his perfon ; and by refufing his confent 
to the departure of the Spaniards, unlefs the States 
ifrould at the fame time difmils all the foreign 
troops in their fervice, and give hoftages, to re- 
main in the hands of a neutral power, till their 
engagements flioulJ be fulfilled. 

The States, whofe jealoufy was kept alive by 
the repeated warnings of the prince of Orange, 
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cafily penetraicd into Don John's dtfigns j und S j o ^ 
ihcy refoJved, if ppiriblc, tcj convince liim, Ijy one ^^J^J^ 
detifive ftepi tha( U was in vEjin for Hm ta eipctlt ,j^^ 
they wDuid evfi dcpuri Jrom t!ie ttrrns profh^ired, 
Ja Ihcir art^mbly a^ Brufldsj on the fUj of January ^ ij??- 
1577, they drew itp a new deed of uiiiun, in 
which thcv engaged in the moit folemn manner* 
\o rtiainlaln in\iolab!\ for ever ihc paciht^lron of 
Ghenii tti fparc neither thtfir ^ootls, thdr [xrfons, 
nur therr lives, in order to fulnl it 1 and \o regard 
as perjiTtd triTTprs, all thofc v^hu, partkipatinE in 
ihe prtfent union, ihauld by ^ord, deed, ofcuun- 
fdjcounteraft It. Acfjpy of this deed, ftibfcribed 
by the governor and deputies of all thfitaw^ns and 
provinces, bv thtnoblli^i prelates, and olher dig- 
nified ecdefiafticij and bv ihc mcrnbers oFtribu- 
pi!£, councils, ctjikgei, and chapTers, tngciher with 
a foJemn rotification of it by tht counciT, was fent 
by the States To Don John, aa ihelr iinaj anfftcr 
to his demands *- 

T»ii meafure cj^ntributed nnt a little to pro- Tii*i- 1^- 
mote thccndproptifcd. h ^veDtmJohnapfoof;;^' "' 
of BrmneJs, on the psirt of the States^ which he 
littJe erpctted, and Ihewed Mm the necefhty of 
dthcr agreeing to tlic cofldilioiis which they fo 
earneiUy fequired, or of Jtibivlng iiiftantly to have 
reccniric to cirnis. Inflamed by ambition and the 
lovenfwtiri he wouid not hivchefi[aredamnment 
whit pn to att, had nnt hisiiiflrndioiiifrtim the 
king required i\^^^ lie f^cjiitd Qvtiid coming to sn 
open rtjptuje wUh the Catholic provfnces. He 
conGder^d iiJtc^ife, thai The Stares hiid got fb* 
flart cf him, and v^efe alreiidy well prcprcd to 
Ttpel fon,^ by fort^e. Nof * a3 he i^nnmnt of the 
encourag^mcni which ifiev htul received, lo hop* 
for fiiccour from the neigh bo Liring po^^crs; or of 
the dinger ro which preat numbers ofttie Sjiantfh 
tivmps furrounded by tTifiir enemies, were exprtf* 
ed» nf being redotcd bv famint Influenced by 
the^e ccfnfidefaiijnfi, and rndting^ tliat ere bnij 
jftex quieting tlw^if fulpicions^ opportudtiea would 

C Ji offe/ Digitized by| 




HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

offer of depriving the States by degrees of that 

_i power of which they were at prefent fo tenacious^ 

1577.^ he entered into a ncgociation with their deputies 

at Marche en Famine, a city in Luxemburg ; and 

after many obftru£tions and difficulties, concluded 

Maich iitbc ^ treaty with them, which they fondly termed the 

perpetual cdift. 

In this treaty he engaged, that all the foreign 
troops in the fervice of Spain (hould leave thehfe- 
therlands, and never return thither without the 
confent of the States j that the Spaniards and 
Italians (hould depart within the fpace of forty 
days, and the Germans, immediately after receiv- 
ing fatisfadtion with regard to their arrears ; and 
that all the cities and forts poffeffed by thefe troops 
(hould, as foon as they were relinquished, be de- 
livered to the States, together with the ftores of 
ammunition, arms, and provifions. He ratified 
the pacification of Ghent. He confented that all 
. prifoners detained on account of the late difturb- 
ances, (hould immediately be fet at liberty, ex- 
cept the count of Buren K And he promifed that 
diligent enquiry (hould be made, concerning the 
outrages lately committed by the troops j that 
juilice (hould be executed ag^nft the guilty, and 
a reafonable compenfation made to the fufferers, 
either in the Netherlands, or in Spain, according 
as the king (hould be pleafed to determine. 

The States, on the other hand, engaged to pre- 
ferve inviolable their allegiance to the king ; to 
maintain the profeffion of the Roman Catholic 
f^th throughout all the provinces; to receive 
Don John as governor general of the Netherlands ^ 
and immediately to furnifli him with 600,000 flo- 
rins, for the payment of the Italian and Spanifti 
troops, in order to prevail on them the more eafily 
to depart for Spain or Italy. 

The ^tM ^s f^x)n as this 'treaty was concluded, ambaf- 
Jlfttfcto fadors were difpatched by the Catholic States, 
concur. who alouc wcrc concerned in it, to-the prince of 
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Orange, and the Slntss of Holland *nd Zealand, Bnoc 
to jieltr? their conciirienctf. Ji might calil^ Jiavc ^ ^^"^ 
been farciMn, that this AppJiciTion oouid not be ^"""^ 
;ittenckd with luccels. For sithongh the marltimr 
prDvinars had consented, in the pacifipiUoii nf 
GKtnt, to fubmlr ihu qudlion of rclJEion Eo tin 
deciGon of a ^neral ailembly, to be held ofEtri the 
dtpamuTE of the Spaniard];; ycl iti that alTembly 
they knew tliat they would hove icifnrc to employ 
all thcif in fl Off nee in bdialf uf their teJigiun, and 
to offffT fiichrmninsngiiiEjft pmrcnhing it, a$they 
hoped WDuJd ptove a fi[Sii:ienL coLincerpoiJe to the 
rtbgious Tttil of the popiili Scales. Wjtfiout thii 
eYpeftation it can hardly be iLippofed^ that Pro- 
fcrtants, whofe fin*:erity m their profcrtjcin was fo 
unqudtionahle, would ever have agrescl to Icitve 
to otherA thfi determrnacion tif a matter in whitlj 
they were fo dteply interfiled: and therefore it 
i^ not (brprifirtg, that tliey declined acceding to 
ihe treaty now prefented [o them, m whltih ihis 
imporiant point had^ without obtRining th^if eon- 
fenl, been llj liaAily decided. But leafl they 
fhoiild abrm the bigotry of the Cathof]C provincefi, 
they t™>k nt> notice in their anfwcr, (if this^ whjch 
was thttr principal oblffdion. They began vvirh 
faying, that they coTiJd not enough prajlc that ge- 
rtcroiu ^eal^hrch the States hnd difpliyed, in de- 
livering their country from the tyranny qfthc Spa- 
niards ; and t]3cy rejolctd ta hnd i1)at they flill 
peffifted in their refoJution of adhering tothepa.- 
cificationof Ghent^ But after confidering atten- 
tively the treaty which had been Inanfmitted to 
ttiem, they wete itvrry to obfervc, rhnr it waa ex- 
tjcTnciv ill calcni^rred toanfwct the latidabk Inten- 
rioTLS cf tiie States, For b« fides frveraj other nb- 
jc<5tigin5of great weight, there was no prop^jr prn- 
vllkiu rnadr^ in this treaty, for the rt-grjlar r:illinj^ 
of iffiimbtifs : in a convtnricm, held on fjitrpofe 
to tdlnrc and fectire tlioir riBhtE, an open infran- 
tm nf them was rarified, by their cotj (Veiling to 
the tuytjft detention of the count of Burcn ; the 
SiiTtt bad failed in the refpcft and gratintde 
C 3 which 
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which they owed to the queen of England and the 
^ duke rf Anjou ; and certain articles of the treaty 
^S77- ^^^^ derogatory to the honour of the Netherlands; 
particularly that article, by which, inftead of inr 
filling upon a reftitution of thofe invaluable efFe£ls, 
of which the Spaniards had plundered the inhabitr 
ants, they had promifed money to thofe men, 
notwithftanding their having been folenmly de- 
clared traitors and rebels by the States themfelves, 
and by the council of ftate, when clothed with 
the authority of the king. 

rf*hTdr '^"^ Catholics could not but be fenfible of the 
^nd spiiJiS ftrei^gth of thefe objeftions, Their impatience cq 
(roop. be delivered from the Spanifl; tropps, and their 
eager defire of peace, had betrayed them iqto that 
precipitation of which they had been guilty. They 
could not avail themfelves now of the fuperio^ 
penetratioix of the prince of Orange. The treaty 
was already concluded, and nothing remained for 
theni, but to watch the governor's motions with 
an attentive eye, till the troops were removed tq 
fuch a diftance, that they could not eafily be re- 
eled. Don John was at great pains to difpel 
their fufpicions. For that purpofe, he employed 
fill his influence to perfuade the Spaniards to de- 
part ; and he at length prevailed, though not till 
he had diftributed among them the money which 
he had received from the States. This brave, but 
ferocious, and favage band then fet out upon their 
march for Italy, like an army in triumph; loaden 
with the fpoils of their fellow-fubjedts, and with- 
out compunction for the rapacity and violence 
which they had exercifed °». 

iPon John's Their departure diffufed univerfal joy 
•|J™*^"^^^° throughout the Netherlands, and the people in-. 
Iftcat. dulged the flattering hope, that the king, having 
been at laft touched with their calamities, had re- 
folved to treat them with greater lenity and /no- 
deration than they had experienced fmce the be- 
ginning 
» Thuanus, lib. Ixiy. fea. & ' ^ 
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ginning of his reign. Their fatisfadiion was 
heightened by the popular character of the gover-- 
nor, who was in tne prime of life; elegant and ^ 
graceful in his jperfon and deportment; hvely, fa* 
cetious and aftable, and who gaiaed exceedingly 
from the comparifon which mcv^ naturally formed 
of his infmuating manners, with the referve and 
aufteritv of the king. He was received in Bruf- 
fels witn fuch marks of refpeft as had never been 
0iewn to any former governor ; and perfons of all 
ranks flattened themfe^ves with the proipedt of a 
jud and njlld adiiiini(lratioq. 

They did not long enjoy this alluring profpeft. Hisimpoiitip 
Although Philip himfclf had ratified the perpetual "'°^^' 
cdidt, and Don John had, before his admiflion to 
the regency, fworn in the moft folemn manner, to 
obferve it, it foon appeared that nothing was far- 
ther from the intentions of either. The limitations 
which that edidt impofed upon the fovereign's 
authority, were utterly repugnant to Philip's tem- 
per, as well as to the plan which he had formed for* 
the governipeut of the Netherlands; nor would 
he ever have empowered his brother to make fo 
many conceffiora to the States, as the perj)etual 
cdidt, or pacification of Ghent, contained, but in 
order more effedtually to ftrip them afterwards of 
that very power which he now confented they 
ihould enjoy. But Don John was, from his na- 
tural impetuofity, incapable of executing thi? 
fcheme, which required a much higher degree of 
circumfpeftion and experience, as well as patience 
and diffimulatioH, than he poffefled. His court 
was perpetually filled with Spaniards, and other 
foreigners, who had rendered themfelves obnoxi- 
ous to the natives ; nor were any of the Fle- 
mings admitted into his confidence, hut fach as 
had fliewn themfelves devoted to the Spanifli in- 
tereft ; while thofe who had difcovered an attach- 
ment to the liberty of their country, were kept at 
a diftance, and treated with indifference or con- 
tempt. 
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tempt. This circumftance contributed not a little 
_j tp revive thatjealoufy of his defigns, which he had 
i577f b^n fo foiicitous to allay. But the States were 
ftill more alarmed, when he made them jhe follow* 
ing propofals : that they Ihould not any longer 
withhold from him the authority which his prede- 
ceflbrs had enjoyed, but allow him to adt as cap- 
tain-general, as well as governor of the provinces: 
that they ftiould empower him, without waiting 
for the determination of the general aflembly of 
the States, to execute the two articles of the late 
treaty, which rielated to the obedience due to the 
king, and the re-eftablifhment of the Catholic re- 
ligion ; and that, if the prince of Orange would 
not immediately agree to accede to the perpetual 
edift, the States mould break off all correfpond- 
ence with him, and reduce him and the maritime 
provinces to obedience, by force of arms. With 
thefe propofals the States refufed to comply, but 
exprefled their refufal in the fofteft terms ; and 
• •without taking notice of his demand, to be allowed 
to aft as captain-general, they reprefcnted to him 
that, by the pacification of Ghent, both he and 
fhey were bound to wait for the meeting of the ge- 
neral aflembly of the States ; to whofe decifion 
the prince of Orange, and the States of Holland 
and Zealand, had engaged to fubmit. 

Don John perceiving that he was not likely 
to perfuade them, grew more impatient than ever 
under his prefent reftraints, and refolved now to 
employ either force or fraud, as opportunities 
Hii dupGcit; (hould offer. The States could not fully penetrate 
his defign, but they perceived how much he was 
diffatisfied with his fituation, and what difficulty 
they would find to obtain the fulfilment of his en- 
gagements in the perpetual edift. This ferved 
to render them more than ever foiicitous for the 
departure of the German troops, which, it had 
been agreed, fliould remain in the Netherlands, 
till they received payment of their arrears. Thefe 
arrears amounted to a very great fum^ which the 

States 
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States were utterly unable to raife at the prefent 
jiinfture. But, having raifed a part of it, they ,^^^ 
made an offer of that to the Germans, and defired ^jIT" 
they would accept of goods and fecurity for the 
reft. In order to make a further trial of Don John's 
fmccrity, they intreated him to employ his influ- 
ence, to procure their confent. Don John readi- 
ly agreed to his requeft -, and declared that, if the 
Germans fhould refufe to comply, he would, at 
the hazard of his life, compel diem. Having 
fiunmoned their conunanders to meet him at 
Mechlin, he went thither, as if on purpofe to per- 
fuadethem; but in reality to inflame their minds 
againft the States, and to exhort them to remain 
in the Netherlands, in the fervice of the king. 
Having had the fuccefs which he defired with foms 
of the principal officers, and judging it neceffary 
now to redouble his hypocrify wim the States, he 
wrote to them, lamenting that a much greater 
fum was neceffary to fatisfy the German troops, 
than could be procured in the Low Countries ; and 
offering to fend his fecretary Efcovedo to repre- 
fent their fituation to the king. This artifice was 
not altogether without effedt. The States could 
not believe that Don John was capable of fo great 
deceit, as he was now pradifing againft tliem. 
They agreed to his propofal, and, as an expref- 
fion of their gratitude, they fettled a penfion of 
2000 ducats on Efcovedo, who fet out immedi- 
ately for Spain ; but with a defign extremely dif- 
ferent from that which was pretended. ^^ 

Don John in the mean time carried on his in- |j|^ ^^'[;^^ ^- 
trigues with the German officers, and hoped foon, Nimur. 
by their mjcans, to get poffeffion of the fortified 
towns in which they lay. But before any of the 
plans which he had formed with this view were 
put in execution, he judged it neceffary to with- 
draw froraBruffels,and,if poffible,to make himfelf 
mafter of fome place of ftrength near the frontier, 
M here he might remain in fafety till he ftiould find 

himfelf ^ , 
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himfdf in a condition to take the field. Of all the 
_ _\ frontier towns, Namur appeared the fitteft for his 
,jyy. purpofe; being conveniently fitnated for the re- 
ception of the troops, to which he expected the 
king would foon give orders to return rrom Italy. 
It happened that Margaret de Valois, queen of 
Navarre, intended at this time to pafs through 
Namur in her way to Spa. On pretence of pay- 
ing his refpedts to Margaret, he left Bruffels, and 
arrived in Namur, with a great number of the no- 
bility and others, who were favourable to his de- 
fign. But as the governor of the callle was a pcr- 
fon of ft rift fidelity, Don John was obliged, in 
order to accomplifli his aim, to have recourfc to 
the following ftratagem. Feigning to fet out in 
the morning for the chace, he took his way by the 
caftle ; where having ftopt, and enquiring for the 
governor, he pretended a curiofity to fee the forti- 
fications of the place. The governor, flatterai 
with this vifjt, and fufpedting nothing hollile from 
men who feemed equipped only for hunting, rea- 
dily admitted, not only Don John himfelf, but his 
attendants •, fome of whom having arms concealed 
under their apparel, iijimediately feized upoi^ the 
juiy»4*. gate", 

John having thus feaired pofleffion of the caf- 
tle, the town was, by the affiftance of count Bar- 
laimont, governor of the province, foon fubjected 
to his authority. He obferved with triumph, that 
the day on which this event hap'pened, was the 
fiift day of his regency. It might with greater 
propriety have been faid, that it was the firft of 
thofe calamities which purfued him to the grave. 

Ap T E R fuch an open violation of his faith, there 

could be little room for any future negociation 

. with the States. Yet, in a letter which "he wrote 

to them on this occafion, he regretted that the 

plots which had been laid to deprive him of his 

life 
■ BentlvogHo, lib. x. p. 192. 195. Mctcren, p 185. 
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life or liberty, had obliged him to have recourfe 

to fo hoftile an expedient : and he affirmed, that 

he was ftill ready to obferve the conditions of lyjj^ 

the perpetiml edi^ } but declared that he would 

not quit his {nrefent fituation, till they fhould make 

provifion for the fecurity of his perfon, againft the 

ipachinations of his enemies. 

The States and council were greatly aftoni(hed,ThetftooWi- 
when they received intelligence of this event. "^^^^ ^* 
They had wifticd for nothing fo much as to pre-^ 
ferve the provinces from being plunged afrefli into 
the calamities of war. They confidered that fome 
of the principal cities in Brabant were in the hands 
of the Germans. They knew not what part thefe 
troops might aft, if hoftilities with the governor 
Ihould take place ; and they could not imagine 
that he would have ventured on fo manifeft a 
breach of the perpetual edift, without the profpedt 
of fome powerful fupport. They immediately 
difpatched ambafladors to remonftrate with him 
on the nature and confequences of his condudt, 
and to requeft him to return to Bruffels. They 
promifed to make the moft ferious enquiry into 
the machinations of which he complained, defired 
that he would name the perfons guilty, and alfur- 
ed him, that nothing (hould be wantiag on their 
part to provide, in the moft fatisfaftory manner, 
for the lecurity of his perfon. 

Op the reality of thefe machinations he could 
produce no other evidence, but fome anonymous 
letters, which, he faid, had been tranfmitted to 
him. But as no perfon was named in thefe letters, 
and the authors of them were utterly unknown, 
all men believed them to be a forgery of his own, 
or of his courtiers, dcfigned to ferve as a pretext 
for his prefent treachery. 

The anfwer which he made to the States (hew- 
ed clearly, that, in the ftep which he had taken, 
he lud been influenced by a motive very different 

from 
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from that which he pretended — ^That the States 
fliould put him in full pofTeilion of the authority, 
'^yjT which the preceding governors had exercifed*, that 
they ftiould give him the entire command of the 
army; break off all communication with the prince 
of Orange, and the provinces of Holland and Zea- 
land, and compel them to accede to the perpetual 
cdidt. Thefe were fome of the conditions^ to 
which if they did not agree, he acquainted them, 
that he was unalterably determined not to return. 
The States reprefented the inconfiftency between 
the former of thefe demands, and the perpetual edict; 
and reminded him of the utter impoflibility, under 
which they found themfelves, of complying with 
the latter, without violating their faith, which they 
had pledged, in the pacification of Ghent, to the 
maritime provinces. He ftill perfifted in his rcfo- 
lution ; and the States were equally inflexible. 

Difcovcry of Th E Y weTC Confirmed in their purpofe, by fome 
iu« dtfigtti. letters writ by Don John and Efcovedo to the ki ng, 
and Antonio Perez ras fecretary, which were inter- 
cepted in Gafcony by the king of Navarre, and 
fent by him to the prince of Orange, who tranf- 
mitted them to the States. In thefe letters, the 
neceffity of the fpeedf return of the Italian and 
Spanifli troops were urged with the utmoft ear- 
neftnefs and importunity. The difeafes of the Ne- 
therlands, faid Don John, admit of no other cure, 
but lopping off the parts affedted : and, to the 
fame purpofe, Efcovedo obferved. That fire, and 
the (hedding of blood, were the only means by 
which the diforders that prevailed could be reme- 
died. For no man here, faid he, whether among 
the nobility or people, performs the duty that he 
owes either to God or the king. Opinions the mod 
abominable univerfally prevail ; and every man 
hves as he lifts, without law or rule. To which 
he added. That if the king did not fend the ne- 
ccflTary troops and money foon, he was afraid that 
Don John, who could not endure his prefent fitu- 

ation, 
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ation, would quit the Netherlands, and try his Boos 
fortune elfewhere, ^^^Jl g 

While thefe letters ferved to alienate the Flem- '577- 
ings more than ever from Don John, they raifed to Th* stat« 
the greateft height their admiration of the pene- Jf [^J^^i^ 
t ration and fagacity of the prince of Orange, who their pitf. 
had given them early warning of the governor's^**" 
duplicity, and whofepredidtions were now fo re- 
markably fulfilled. They entered with greater ar- 
dour than ever into his views, and in conformity 
with his advice, they refolved to lofe no more time 
in negociating, but without delay to put the pro- 
vinces into a pofture of defence, before the re- 
turn of the Spanilh forces. Whilft their levies, 
and other military preparations, were going on, 
they laboured with great folicitudeto perfuadethc 
Germans to deliver up the towns in their poffeffion. 
Their fuccefs was in (bme meafure retarded by the 
governor*s intrigues with the officers-, but the 
States, having at this time greater facility than 
Don John, in employing either money or force, ac- 
cording as the one or the other was moft likely to 
prove effedtual, had greater influence with the fol- 
diers ; who not only refufed to liften to their of- 
ficers, but put fome of them Under arreft, and 
gave them up to the States, together with the 
towns and citadels. In this manner the States 
recovered Bergen-op-zoom, Tolen, Breda, Bois- 
le-duc, and feveral other places ; and they had the 
goodfortunelikewifeto defeat a body ofGermans,in 
the governor's intereft, who were upon their march 
to furprife the citadel of Antwerp. After which, 
prompted partly by the apprehenfions which this 
attempt, though unfuccefsful, had excited, and 
partly by the remembrance of the many cala- 
mities which the citadels, in other places as well as 
Antwerp, had occafioned to the inliabilanls,. they 
refolved to demolilh thefe fortrelles ; and gave or- 
ders for this purpofe, which were executed by the 
people with inexpreiSble alacrity*. 

Don 
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Don John, in the mean time, endeavoured to 

make himfelf mailer of fome places in the tieigh- 

'ijyy" bourhood of Namur ; and he fucceedcd in his at- 
tempts upon Marienburg and Charlemont. But, 
being forfaken by the duke of Arfchot, and almoft 
all the other nobility who had attended him to Na- 
mur; and perceiving thattheStates were much far- 
ther advanced thati himfelf in their military prepara^ 
tions, he fent them word that he had foUcited the 
king for. liberty to leave the Netherlands; and 
would immediately retire to Luxemburg, to wait 
the iffue of his application, provided the States 
would agree to defift from hoftilities till the king's 
inftrudtions fliould arrive. But the States, fuG- 
pedting from their former experience that he in- 
tended nothing by this propofal but to render them 
more remifs in their preparations, gave him for 
anfwer, that before they would liften to any 
terms of accommodation, he mull deliver up the 
city and callle of Namiu*. To this Don Jonii re- 
fused to confent ; and thus the negociation was 
broken off, and all hopes of terminating the diC* 
pute amicably were extinguilhed ^. 

The stitet Th£ States, confidering war now as una- 

invite the voidable, refolved to invite the prince of Orange 

orwge to to rcfidc at Brullels ; and accordingly five of their 

Broffeit! ^un^t^er were appointed to carry him an invitation, 

"* '"' couched in terms fo flattering and refpcAfiil, and 

fo exprelTive at the fame time of their gratitude for 

his former fervices, that it was impoflible he could 

hefitate to comply with their requell. Having 

obtained the confent of the States of Holland and 

Zealand, he went firll to Breda, and thence to 

Antwerp and Brulfels. His reception in the 

places through which he paflfed, was fuch as might 

be expedled from a people, by whom he was held 

in the highell refpedk and veneration. Ardent to 

behold him, after an abfence of feveral years, dur* 

ing which he had undergone fo many labours, and 

been expofed to fo many dangers in their fepvice, 

they poured out in multitudes, to the diftance of 

«jj^ '«w- feveral miles, to meet him, ^l^M^ paffage from 

Antwerp 
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Antwerp to BniOfels, one fide of the cana! was 

lined by the inhabitants of the former of thefe 

places, and the other, by thofe of the latter ; while Tstt 
the banks refounded with the joyful (bouts of a 
grateful people, who faluted him with the glorious 
appellations of the Father of his Country, and the 
Guardian of its Liberty and Laws. Nor were 
thefe demonftrations of joy confined to the vulgar, 
who are always fmcere, but often precipitate and 
inconftant in their applaufes i perfons of all ranks 
vied with each other in teftifying their rcfpedt and 
gratitude ; and immediately after his arrival, the 
States of Brabant and the States-general concurred 
in eledting him governor of the province of Bra- 
bant i; a dignity which had been hitherto be- 
ll owed only on the viceroys, or governors-gene- 
ral of the Netherlands. 

By his wifdom and moderation, as well as byT***P'^'^- 
his vigilance and induftry, William fulfilled the JJ^the Ne!.° 
moft fanguine expeftations of his countrymen. ^^'^^°^»- 
But, notwithftanding his addrefs and prudence, 
and (kill in managing the minds of men ; qualifi- 
cations which he poflefled in the moft eminent 
degree; he could not preferve that unanimity 
among the Flemings, which it was of fo much 
confequence for them, in the prefent junAure, to 
maintain. At no period liad they enjoyed fo fair 
a profpedt of feauring their liberty on a firm and 
permanent foundation. Bcfides the advantage of 
having a perfon of fo great experience and abilities 
to guide their counfels, the Spanifh troops were 
entirely withdrawn ; the king's finances were 
greatly exhaufted with the wars in which he had 
been continually engaged ; almoft all the fortified 
places were in the hands of the States ; and the 
people were animated univerfally with the moft 
violent abhorrence of the Spanifh government. 
But the States were prevented from improving the 
opportunity which this fortunate concurrence of 
circumftances afforded them, by a fpirit of divifion 

and 
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Book and animolity, which fprung up, pardy from the 

^^ ^^•^ iealoufics of the nobility, and partly from the in- 

i^^y, temperate religious zeal and bigotry of the people. 

Sourcetof Philip de Croy duke of Arfchot, the marquis 
wTctoV of Havr6e his brother, the count de Lalain, and 
feveral others of the catholic nobility, had, finoc 
the death of Requefens, diftinguiftied themfelve« 
as ftrenuousaffertorsof the liberties of their coun- 
try. They had promoted with all their influence 
the pacification of Ghent, and had concurred with 
their countrymen in the invitation given to the 
prince of Orange to refide at Bruffels. But when 
they reflefted upon the extraordinary marks of 
attachment which William had received, and faw 
him veiled with an authority and dignity in Bra- 
bant, which only the fovereign or his viceroys had 
hitherto enjoyed ; above all, when they contem- 
plated his great abiUties and experience in the con- 
dudt of affairs ; they forcfaw that they mull con- 
tent themfelves with ading a fubordinate part in 
the government, and that the States would, in 
every In'anch of adminiftration, be direfted by the 
prince of Orange, who muft therefore reap the 
glory of whatever (hould be atchieved, and, with- 
out the name of fovereign, exercife a fupreme and 
fovereign authority. Stung with envy, and defir- 
ous to conceal the motive of their conduA, they 
began to afTedt an extreme anxiety at the danger 
to which the catholic faith was expofed, by the 
States repofmg fuch unreferved conndence in one 
who was an avowed friend of the new religion. 
On this pretence, which never received any colour 
from the prince's condudt, they formed themfelves 
into a confederacy, with a dieftgn to countera£t 
him. And in order to give their party confiften- 
cy, weight, and influence, they refolved to invite 
the archduke Matthias, brother of the emperor, to 
take upon him the government of the provinces. 

J^iT^T This refolution they not only formed, but cx- 
•o mvUMtiL ccuted, without the knowledge or authority of the 
toMatthtM. r- ' T States, 
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States. They difpatched a mefferiger to Mdtthias Book 
with the greateil: fecrecy, and iritreated him to ^^[Ylj 
leave Vienna without delay. 1 5 y 7. 

Nothing could ejtcecd the temerity of thofe 
who gave this invitation, but the imprudence of 
Matthias in accepting it. For befides^ that he was 
called only by the leaft powerful of the two parties 
into which the Flemings were divided, he could 
not be ignorant how injurious and affronting his 
condudt muft be thought by his kinfman the king 
of Spain. It is fome alleviation of his folly, that 
he was only twertty-two years of age ; and that, 
confidering the numerous progeny which his father. 
had left behind him ^ there was little probability of 
his obtaining any fettlemerit in Germany, fuitable 
to his rank. At the time of the death of Requefens^ 
he had made An offer of his fervice to the States ^ 
and he accepted greedily of the prefent invitation. 
His enter prife being of fuch a nature that he durfl: 
not difcover it to the emperor, he fet out from. 
Vienna in the middle of the night, with a fmall 
number of attendants. No fdoner was his brother 
apprifed of his defign, than meflengers were dif- 
patched to briiig him back, and letters fetit to the 
princes whofe States he muft pafs through, intreat- 
ing theni to ftop him ; but Matthias travelled faft- 
er than the mefTengers, and^ in a few days, reach- HUirriv*!. 
ed the town of Lierras in Brabant^ 

The States, aftonifhed at the riews of his arri- Hcisadmit- 
val, and highly incenfed againft thofe who had in- b;^C"''' 
vited him, corriplained loudly of the irtfult offered suut. 
to their authority ; and would have inftantly form- 
ed the refolution of rejefting him, had they not 
been dilfuaded from it by the prince of Orange. 
William forefaw the advantages which might arife 
from that rivalftiip, into which Matthias had en- 
tered with his kinlrnan Don John, and from the 
feeds of enmity which were thereby fown between 
the German and Spanilh branches of the houfc of 
Auftria. He reckoned it rather fortunate, that 

Vol. II. D Doa 
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Book Don John had received fo unpardonable an offence 
^ ^|Y: , _f from the catholic nobility : and he confidered how 
, jyy, fatal to the general intereft of the provinces all di- 
vifion muft neceffarily prove, in the prefent criti- 
cal conjundture of their affairs. 

Influenced by thefe confiderations, he ex- 
horted the States to overlook the injurious treat-^ 
ment which they had received, and perfuaded them 
to agree, not only to receive Matthias with all the 
refpeft due to his high rank, but even to eledthim 
governor, on fuch conditions as they fliould judge 
proper to require. This condud, the mofl pru- 
dent that could have been adopted in the prefent 
circumftances, furniftied no fort of triumph to the 
duke d'Arfchot, and the other catholic nobility. 
On the contrary, it mortified them exceedingly, 
to obferve that Matthias owed his eledtion not to 
them, but to the prince of Orange ; whofe autho- 
rity, which they intended to have controlled, was 
now confiderably augmented, and more firmly 
eilabliflied than before. 

Mortifiei- Soon after this, they received a ftill more fen- 
nM'"^ '*»« fible mortification. The duke d'Arfchot having 
*'*^* lately been appointed governor of Flanders, had' 
fet oiit for the city of Ghent, to take pofleffion of 
his government. Not long after his arrival, a de- 
putation of the inhabitants having urged him with 
much importunity to reinftate them in their an- 
cient privileges^ of which they had been deprived, 
in the time of Charles V. he was heard to declare, 
that that feditious multitude, which made fo much 
noife about their privileges, fliould ere lortg be 
punilhed as they deferved, notwithftanding their 
being fupported by the prince of Orange. This 
faying being repeated by fome who heard it, and 
circulated all over the city, inflamed the minds of 
the people with rage and indignation. Tliey ran 
to arms; furrounded the governor's houfe, and 
threw him, and his friends and attendants, into 
prifon. The prince of Orange, dreading the con- 
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fequcncu of Co violent a nroctdiir^^ mid bdjf ving 
tlic duke to be now (iiJEcjtntly !]U!TiWtLl, intt;- 
ceded with the Gherttele, and fjrocitrcd his liberty; 
but no (bUtimtion^ could indncf thtm to re^egilj ^^'' 
h[5 adhffreni&. In tliis manner was ihc dukt 6'M- 
fchot'M impofiranctr id the NetlteHandaa^muft unni- 
hilaterd. Miitthidfi perceiving tjij!;, i6\Y ic Co be hJs 
intcrdl to conoftt hiralelf \\ilh the party of 
which tJie princt of Orprtg? was the fiend j and 
jreadUy accepted the gjvemmfnr^ with fl condi- 
ijon to wlijclt the Stitcs rtmiiitcd hiBConient, thit 
the prince fhnuJd be his heutencint general m al! the 
bniLchcEof [idmimdration , 

Matthias rnadt hrsjoyfulefltiyiiiwBtiiirela, Ujt* 
m the banning of the year one thoufund five 
hundred and Jeventy-dght, when both he ond the 
prince of Onti&t wcreadmJtEed tq their refpeftfve 
cflkefij after uklug nn oath to mainuinth? laws, 
and to regulate I heir ton Juft accord ing ro the in- 
fli yftiona whkh fhould be given by the States ^ 

Don John fetit an omhciiTQdortrj pfoteil tn his ^ppiktrM=« 
nime again ft the fe pjroceedingfl. But the States '^^^^'^^ 
had fomt weeks before this time declared him an ™ ^' 
enemy to the Netherlaiidii, and paid no legaid to 
ht^ proteftalion. As they were pcituaded^ h^jw- 
ever, th;tt they had done nL>ihing btrt whjt was 
aoihoriled by the Rindpinental lnvts of the ctinlli- 
tutkrH, they wrotP an ticcountnf their proceedings 
lo the king^ dedarjng that ihey flili iield thetr ai- 
f^gidUiie to hinj lnviolflh]t^ end prayin*, that he 
wnuld confirm ihejr clnttlon of his kinlmw Mai- 
thjiis, «s die moll hkely means of reltoring tran- 
fliiiJiiry to the pmv inccs. They had ven little rea- 
UM to expecl Ihhit FhUtji ungid JiKen to thin re- 
ttneii He looked upon dieir condu^ft in a liglit 
c^remcly different from that in whkhtliey them- 
fcIvcH rc^rded it- and confidered their prefump- 
t>tKi in rtjctfling the gavtmor ithom he had ap- 
D % pointfid, 
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pointed, and ftiU more that of nominating another 
without his confent, as an adk of the moft auda- 
cious rebellion. The States were too well acquaint- 
ed with his charaAer, not to entertain fonie ap- 
prehenfions that fuch might be his fcntiments; and 
therefore, while they omitted nothing in their pew- 
fir to affuage his refentment, they endeavoured to 
fecure themfelves againft the efFefts of it,, by inte- 
rcfting the fleighbouring powers in their behalf, ind 
by eltablifhing unanimity between the religious 
parties into which the provinces were divided. 

lut order to accomplifli this kft and rrioft im- 
jwrtant objedfc, a nevr treaty of union was con- 
duded, in which, befides confirming the pacifica- 
tion of Ghent^ the catholics and proteftants pro- 
mifed mutually to fupport eiach other ; and engag- 
ed, that they would join together in oppofing all 
perfecution, on account of religion,, from what- 
ever quarter it (hould come ». 

the empe. The neighbouring powers were not unconcern- 
'^ ed fpe(£tators of thele trarfaftions. The emperor^ 

faw with much anxiety, that thofe flames which 
had burnt fo long in the Netherlands, were now 
likely to burft out with greater violence than ever. 
But having been educated at the court of Madrid 
under Philip, with whom he wiftied to liye on 
amicable terms, he had (hewn himfelf ex^ceedingly 
difpleafed with the conduct of Matthias ; had given 
Philip entire fatisfadYion with regard to his own in- 
tentions ; and had refolved to take no other part 
in the diffenfions of the Netherlands, but that of 
Employing his intd-ceffion and advice. He did 
not however oppofe ^he levies which the count 
Palatine was making for the fervice- of the States, 
cither becaufe he knew that his prohibition would 
not have been regarded, or becaufe he defired to 
preferve a ftrift neutrality between the contending 
parties. 

Henry 

• Mcteren, p. 197. « Rodol^dbgle 
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Henry HI. of France was too much occupied Book 
in his ow^n dominions, to have leifure to enter deep- yj^^l^ 
ly into the affairs of the Netherlands, for many ,^-3. 
ages, France had feen no king of whofe reign the Henry ntof 
j)eople entertained more fanguiiie expedkatioris. ?"""• 
Haying, in his early youth, been appomted comT 
mander in chief b}t his brother Charles, he had 
given fignal proof of imcommon abilities. 
The French ijation had flattered themfelves with 
the hopes of feeing their kingdom reftored by him 
to its ancient fplendor; his fame was univerfally 
diflfufed ; and the Polifh nqbility had, with gene- 
ral applaufe, conferred upon him their dedtive 
crown. But when, upon his brother's death, he 
left Poland, and fucceeded to the crown of France^ 
it is inconceivable how great a change hefeemed to 
have undergone. Irretblute, inconftant, indolent, * 
and voluptuous, with a mixture of the moft ridir 
culous fuperftition, he loft the confidence of the 
catholics as well as protellants, whom he favour-r 
ed and betrayed by turns. The unftcady and un- 
(kilful hand, with which he held the reins of gor 
vernment, added daily new force to the virulence 
of fadtion, till every member- of the ftate, and 
almoft every individual in the kingdom was in- 
fedted. The queen-mother employed all her art 
and influence to fupport his authority, but could The states 
not reftrain her younger fon, the duke of Alen9on, fi'tVcXkc 
now duke of Anjou, from putting himfelf at the "^ ^"j°"- 
head, fometimesof one party, and fometimescf 
another, in oppolition to the king. To tliis prince, 
who was now the prefumptive heir of the crown, 
the Flemings addrefled themfelves, after having 
in vain applied to the king himfelf for protedtion. 
Anjou liftened with much pleafure to their appli- 
cation; and having conceived hopes of obtaining 
the foverdgnty ot the provinces, he made them 
the moft flattering promifes of afliftance. Henry, 
far from oppofing the duke's defigns, confidered 
his leaving France as the moft fortunate event that 
could happen ; fince he would be thereby deliver- 

D ? ed ^ T 
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ed from a great number of reftlefs intriguing fpi- 
rits, by whom the tranquillity of his kingdom had 
been difturbed. But as he declined on this occa- 
fion to aflift his brother in levying forces, partly 
ifrom inability, and partly from the dread of em- 
broiling hirnfdf with Philip, Anjou was not in 
a condition, till fome time afty the prefent period, 
to fulfil his engagements. 

They receive The Flemings mean-while received the moft 
•ffifttnce feafonablc affiftance from the queen of England. 
^ora Eiuv j^^^ j^j^j^ j^^j^ {oTiiQ months before, endeavour- 
ed to prepoflefs Elizabeth in tis favour ; by repre- 
fenting, that the difturbances in the Netherlands 
were entirely owing to the prince of Orange, and 
his adherents, who had broken the pacification of 
Ghent, and by their intrigues prevailed upon the 
States to violate the perpetual edict. Elizabeth 
pretended to give credit to this rcprefentation, and 
ordered her ambaflador to reproach the States with 
their infidelity, and even to threaten them with 
her refentment, ii^ cafe they (hould refufe to ad- 
here to their engagements. Thus far this artful 
princefs went, in order to perfuade Philip that (he 
ferioufly defired his fubjefts in the Netherlands to 
maintain their allegiance. But in reality ihe wifti- 
ed for nothing lefs. In a political light (that light 
in which the conduit of Elizabeth ought almoft 
always be confidered) nothing could be more de- 
firable to her, than that the troubles of the Low 
Countries fliould continue ; and, if either of the 
two contending parties ftiould finally prevail, that 
victory (hould fall rather on the fide ot the people, 
than of the king. But when ftn? confidered the 
inequality of the difpute between him and the 
Flemings, (he dreaded that the latter, if left to 
themfelves', mu(t foon be compelled, either to re- 
linqui(h their pretenfions, or to throw themfclves 
for prote<5tion into the arms of France. She had 
therefore refolved to watch carefully over their 
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conduft, and to afford them, from time to time, 

fuch afliftance as their circumftances (hould re- 

quire. §he lent a favourable ear to the defence ^t^, 
which was made by the prince of Orange and the 
States againft Don John's accufation •, and (he ad- 
mitted of their j unification the more willingly, as 
in the reprefcntation given her of Don John's 
condudl on this occafion, (he found reafon to be- , 
lieve that his intentions were no lefs hoftile with 
regard to herfelf, than with re(pe<ft to the States 
and the prince of Orange. For William had 
taken particular care to inform her of fome in- 
tercepted letters of Don John's, from which it 
appeared, that he entertained a fecret correfpond- 
ence with the queen of Scots ; that he had form- 
ed a plan, to which the pope was privy, for fet- 
ting that princefs at liberty ; and that he was in- 
cited to attempt this, not only by the defire of 
diftreflTing Elizabeth, but likewife by the wild am- 
bition of marrying the Scottifh queen, and attain- 
ing, through her, poflTeffion of the Briti(h crowns. 

After this difcovery, Elizabeth refolved no 
longer to keep any meai'ures with I)on John, but 
to exert herfelf with vigour in oppofing his re-ad- 
miffion into the government of the Netherlands. 
With this intention flie gaVe the mod gracious re- 
ception to the marquis d'Havree, the ambalfador 
or the States, and entered readily into a treaty, 
by which (he engaged to furnifh them with an im- 
mediate fupply, both of money and troops ; upon 
condition, that the commander of thefe troops 
(hould be admitted into the council of (late; and 
that, during the continuance of the war, no ftep 
fhould be taken, nor any alliance formed, v/ith- 
out her conlcnt ". 

Eliz ABETH had no looner fubfcribed this trea- 
ty, than being ftiil defirous to avoid an open 

D 4 breach 
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breach with Philip, (he difpatched an ambafTador ^ 
to Madrid, to reprefent to him, that in her late 
tranfaftiori with the States, it was far from her in- 
tention to encourage them to withdraw their alle- 
S'ance $ that, on me contrary, (he had employed 
it only means likdy to prove efFedtual to prevent 
then> from calling themfelves in defpair into 
the hands of fome other power. She was deeply 
interefted, (he acknowledged, in faving her neigh- 
bours from oppreflion ; elpecially the Flemings, 
with whom the commercial interefts of her fubje£ts 
had long been, and ftill were fo clofely connefted. 
This (he hoped would plead her excufe for ex- 
horting him to fubftitute in the room of his bro- 
ther a governor, in whom the people could re- 
pofe greater truft and confidence j and with whom 
jhe herfelf could maintain a more friendly inter- 
courfe, than (he could ever hold with Don John, 
^fter having difcovered his defign to invade her 
dominions. She concluded with intreating him to 
redrefs the grievances of his Flemi(h fubjefts ; of- 
fering to mediate between him and them, if her 
jnediation could be of ufe ; and declaring, that if 
they (hould refufe to fulfil their late engagements, 
or attempt to make any innovation contrary to 
the pacification of Ghent, (he would affift him in 
reducing them to obedience by force of arms *. 

Elizabeth could not mean any thing by this 
embalfy, but the fulfilling of an empty ceremo- 
nial, which was received by Philip, and performed 
by her with equal infincerity. She did not wMt for 
a return to her embafTy, but proceeded inftantly 
to carry into execution her treaty with the States. 
Poth the troops and money which (he engaged to 
furni(h, were immediately fent over ; and the lat- 
ter was remitted by the States to prince Cafimire, 
to enable him to complete his levies. 



* Thomas Wilkes, clerk of the council. * Carte, book xviiL 
Camden. 
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The States had collected a confiderable body Book 
of forces, which they ftationed in the neighbour- . -|^ .| 
hood of Namur j and if they had followed the i^-g. 
counfel of the prince of Orange, who exhorted 'mp'^udent 
them to lay ficge to thdt important fortrcfs, they s'|J2^*^ *^ 
might have made themfelves matters of it, and 
prevented the return of the Spanilh troops. But 
many among them were ftill unlhaken in their 
allegiance to the king, as well as in their attach- 
ment to the popifli faith 1 whom nothing but their 
jremembrarice of the cruelties of Alva, and the late 
enormities of the Spanilh troops, could have in-^ 
duced to concur in the meafures which the majo- 
rity had adopted. Xhefe men fondly imagined 
that Philip would be moved with their calamities, 
and perfuaded to comply with their requefts. 
Being for this reafon unwilling to begin hoftilities, 
they urged ftrongly the expediency of a defenfive 
war : and thus the army was fufFered, for feveral 
months, to remain inadtive, and time imprudently 
given for the arrival of the Italian and Spanilh 
troops J^. 

Although Philip did not entirely approve ofThe i^etum 
his brother's condudt, and defired to have obtained nin,' trooper 
his ends by negociation and artifice ; yet, having 
failed in this way, he refolved, without hefitation, 
to employ force; and he had accordingly fent 
orders to Alexander Famefe, the prince ofParma, 
to lead back the troops from Italy, to the Nether- 
lands, without delay. On their arrival at Namur, 
being joined by other troops, which Don John had 
levied in the neighbouring provinces, they com- 
pofed an army of fifteen thoufand foot and two 
thoufand horfe; while that of the States amounted 
only to ten thoufand foot and one tlioufand five 
hundred horfe ; and was no lefs inferior to the 
enemy in difcipline, than in number. The States 

now 
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now faw their folly in having neglefted to make 
themfelves matters of Namur, as an entrance had 
thereby been fecured for the Spaniards into the 
centre of the Netherlands. 

Don John was at this time in a lituation much 
morefuitable to the talents which he pofTeffed, than 
thofe negotiations and treaties in which he had 
been hitherto engaged. He had longed with ex- 
treme impatience for the arrival of the forces, and 
ardently defired to be revenged upon the States for 
the injurious treatment which he imagined he had 
received. Having got information that their 
army, commanded by the Sieur de Goignies, had 
left their camp in the neighbourhood of Namur, 
and were retiring towards Bruffels, he refolved to 
attack them on their march. With this intention 
he fent his cavalry before, under the prince of 
Parma, and followed them himfelf, as quickly as 
poflible, with the foot. Farnefe executed the truft 
Btttie of committed to him with great valour. At the head 
CembkHirs. ^f j^jg battalion he attacked the Flemifh cavalry 
with uncommon fury, and though they gave him 
a fpirited reception, he (bon compelled them to 
retire. In the mean time Don John came forward 
with a chofen body of infantry, and afforded him 
fuch a powerful fupport, as enabled, him to drive 
the enemy's horfe before him, till he entered along 
with them into the ranks of their main army. The 
Flemings believing the whole Spanifli forces to be 
at hand, and being utterly unprepared for fo fud- 
den an attack, were foon thrown into confufion 
and difperfed. About three thoufand were killed, 
and a great number, with the commander in 
chief, were taken prifoners. Thelofs on the fide 
January 31ft of the conqucrors was inconfiderable. 

After this viftory Don John reduced Gem- 
blours, Louvain, Sichem, Nivelle, and feverol 
other places, both in Bi;:bant and Hainault. He 
dcfired likev/ife to have laid fiege to Bruflels ; but 
his council of war were of opinion, that his ftrength 
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was not adequate to fo great an enterprife, and Book 
thought it more expedient to aim at eafier con- ^ ^'^ . ^ 
quefts, till his army fhould be reinforced. , j^8^ 

The States in the mean time received an abun- Amiierdam 
4ant compenfation for their lofles in the fouthern^^*J[iJ,/^ 
provinces, by the acquifition of Amfterdam. To racy, 
this virealthy city, which even at the prefent period ^*^*''^"*'^** 
was the greatefk in the northern. pro vince^, the 
duke of Alva had, as mentioned above, given the 
moll particular attention ; having expelled the 
proteitants, and put the government entirely into 
the hands of rigid catholics. Thcfe men, fup- 
ported by a numerous garrifon, had baffled all the 
attempts which had been made by the States of 
Holland to reduce them. But being now hem- 
med in by their countrymen both by fea and land, 
and their trade almoft ruined, they atlaft confented 
to accede to the pacification of Ghent, and agreed 
to difband the popilh garrifon, to recall the proteft- 
ant exiles, and to allow them to hold their reli- 
gious aifemblies without the city. It was not long 
before they repented of thefe conceffions. The 
proteftants being inflamed with zeal for their re- 
ligion ; impatient under the reftraints which in 
the late agreement had been laid upon them, fired 
with refentment for former injuries, and fufpicious 
that the catholics were again meditating fchemes 
for their expulfion, they flew to arms, and having 
fupprelFed the exercife of the popilh faith, they 
drove all the priefts, and others whom they fufr 
petted of malignant defigns, out of the city *. 

In the midft of thefe tranfactions John de Noir- Philip's ao. 
carmes. Baron de Seiles, arrived from Spain, withg'^^Yrg^" ^^^ 
Philip's anfwer to the application which the States 
had made to him feme months before. It was 
fuch as they had reafon to expect, and contained 
an abfolute denial of their requefts, with regard to 
the removal of Don John, and the ratification of 
the eledlion of Mattliias. 

Convinced 
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CoNTiNCEp by this denial, of the folly of 
_ ^ _ thofe hopes which they had entertained, that the 
1578. king would yield to their entreaties, and fenfible 
"^rSfc^'Jf* **^ they had fuffered confiderable lofs, from that 
Se ww! want of difpatch and fecrecy which is incident to 
the procedure of a numerous aflembly 5 they en- 
larged the powers of Matthias and the prince of 
Orange, and invefted them, and the council of 
ftate, with authority to condudt the operations of 
the war, without having recourfe on every occaT 
fion to the affembly of the Stated. 

No time after this was unneceflarily loft. The 
troops which had been difperfed at Gemblours 
were collected, and of thefe, and the new levies, 
an army was compofed, amountmg to eight thou- 
fend foot and two thoufand horfe, partly Flemings, 
and partly Scots and Englifli. This army was 
ilationed in the neighbourhood of Lie^res, in the 
centre of Brabant, under the command of the 
count de Boffut. Don John's army, after he had 
put garrifons into the towns whiqh he had taken, 
was ftill fuperior in number ; and therefore he re- 
folved to march towards Boffut, before the auxili- 
aries, which the States expedled from France and 
Germany, (hould arrive. But he foon found that 
he had now to contend both with troops and a 
general much fuperior to thofe whom he had en- 
S^nu ^** countered at Gemblours, Boflut h^d, from a fenfe 
of the inferiority of his forces, pitched his camp 
near the village of Rimenant, in a fituation ex- 
tremely advantageous for preventing the enemy 
from penetrating further into the provinces. On 
the one fide it was defended by the Demer, and 
on the other, by a wood ; and vt^as fortified both 
before and behind with ftrong entrenchments. 
Notwithftanding this, Don John refolved to attack 
it, unlefs he could provoke the count to quit his 
The pnnce Ijnes, and give him battle. The prince of Parma, 
• ^^^^ ^ho ffQni his early youth was no lefs wife than 
brave, remonftrated againft this refolution, as 
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being dangerous and defperate. But Don John, 
• being confirmed in his purpofe by the other 
officers, gave orders for his army to advance, after 
having fent before a feledk body of troops, to at- 
tack an important poit, without the camp, which 
was guarded by fomc Englifti and Scotch forces, 
under colonel Norris. Among the affailants was 
Don Alphonfo Martinez de Ley va, at the head of 
a company of two thousand men, whom he main- 
tained at his own expence, and who were all 
either gentlemen, or foldiers who had diftinguifhed 
themfelves in former wars. Thefe men attacked 
the Britifh troops with uncommon fury. After a 
(hort refiftance, the latter began to retreat, but in 
good order, and with their faces turned towards 
the enenty. The l^aniards, to fecond whom 
Don John had fent feverai battalions of fre(h troops, 
not (ufpedtin^ any artifice, and believing the ene- 
my to be intimidated, followed them with much 
precipitation,' till they had pad a narrow defile 
within reach ^f the artillery of theFlemilli camp. 
Norris then returned to the charge, and the combat The Spa- 
was renewed with greater fury than ever. Hepi'fedb'yihc 
was reinforced with troops fent him from the^ngUfh, 
camp, and both parties, being nearly equal, 
fecmed determined to die or conquer. This gal- 
lant E^glifhman animated his army by his own 
example, and had three horfes killed under him. 
The Scots, impatient of the heat, fought in their Auguft ift. 
fhirts, and aftonilhed the enemy with the Angula- 
rity of then: appearance. In the mean time, a 
body of troops, which had been placed in ambufli, 
attacked the Spaniards in flank, and BofTut conti- 
mied to fire upon them inceffantly with his artillery. 
They muft all have perifhed, had not the prince of 
Parma obtained liberty from Don John to advance 
at the head of the cavalry to their relief. By his 
fuperior prudence, he would have prevented this 
inconfiderateemerprife; and now, by his prudence 
and bravery united, he faved the troops from 
thofe fatal confequences, to which through their 
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own and the general's confidence, they had been 
_ expofed. About nine hundred men however fell 
Ty~Q^ on the field of battle, and a few more were taken 
pnfoners*. 

Don John, having thus failed in his attempt, 
and being fenfible that he could not, with his pre- 
fent army, keep the field againft the numerous 
forces that were teady to pour in upon him from 
France and Germany retreated, with the refo- 
lution of afting for the future on the defenfive 
only, and pitched his camp under the fortifications 
of Namur. 

Treaty of the The States concluded about this time their 
^';]^/*^ treaty with the dukeof Anjou, which confifted of 
the following articles: — That, under the title of 
Protedlor of the Netherlands, the duke (hould ftir- 
nifli, at his own expence^ ten thoufand foot and 
two thoufand horfe : that all the conquefts which 
he (hould make on the Flanders fide of the Maefe, 
fliould belong to the States ; and thofe on the 
other fide to himfelf : that, for the accommoda- 
tion of his troops, Landrecy, and Quefnoy in 
Hainault, and Eapaume in Artois, fliould be put 
in his poffeffion : that the States fliould not enter 
into any agreement with Don John, without the 
duke's confent: and that in cafe they fliould 
hereafter think proper to eledt another fovereign, 
they fliould make choice of the duke ; but that in 
the mean time the government fliould remain en* 
tire in the hands of the States. 

DeCiMof Agreeably to the firft article of this treaty, 

the states. Aujou had affembled a confiderable body of 

troops in the neighbourhood of Mons, to which 

place the States fent a folemn embafly to intreat 

that he would quicken his march into the interior 

Srovinces. They intended, that their own army 
lould unite with his, and that of Cafimire, and 

that 

• Bcntivoglio, book x. Strabo, 1. lii. Mctercn, p 225. 
Tkuanus, lib. bcvi. fe£t. zii. 
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that all the three armies fhould adt in concert Book 
with one another, in expelling Don John, before ^^^^ 
he (hould receive a reinforcement from Spain or \^tg^ 
Italy, Nor was it without apparent reafon that 
ihey entertained the hopes of accomplilhing this 
defign. Prince Cafimire had pafled the Rhine 
and the Maefe," and advanced as far as the town 
of Dieft in Brabant. His army, when joined Their na- 
with that of the States, amounted nearly to forty "**''*^'*''°y 
thoufand foot and twenty thoufand horfe, and 
was greatly fuperior to any which Don John 
could mufter to oppofe it. 

But a variety of caufes Concurred in rendering it. openti. 
almoft ufelefs thefe mighty preparations; and ^^^^^^^^^ 
fpirit of divifion arofe, by which the people in the"** * 
more fertile provinces loft for ever that liberty, for 
which they had fo ftrenuoufly contended, at the 
very time when it was moll in their power to 
fccure it on a firm and permanent foundation. 
For although, according to the teftimony of the 
catholic, as well as the proteftant hiftorians, no- 
tliing could exceed the prudence and moderation 
with which the prince of Orange condudted the 
affairs of government, it foon appeared, that no 
human wiidom was fufficient to preferve harmony 
and concord, where there were fo many grounds 
of jealoufy and difcontent. Of this difcontent 
and jealoufy, religious bigotry was the principal^ 
but liot the only caufe. Ambition and intereft 
joined their influence to that of religion, and not 
Only divided the people themfelves into fadions, 
the moft inveterate and hoftile, but created fufpi- 
cion and difcord between them and the foreign 
powers which they had called to their afliftance. 

The queen of England had heard, with great 
uneafmefs, of the late treaty between the States 
and the dukeof Anjou. She knew not, at this 
time, how far Henry was concerned in his bro- 
tlier's enterprife, n )r wliat fchemes of conqueft 
thefe two princes might have formed. She con- 
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fidered what great advantages their neighbourhocxj 
^ afFordfed them for the execution of thel'e fchemcs; 
1578. aridforefaw the prejudice which might accrue to 
the Englifti nation, if the Netherlands were to fall 
under fubjedtion to the crown of France. In 
order to prevent this, and counterbalance the 
power and influence of Anjou, (he had made fuch 
ample remittances of money to prince Cafimire^ 
as had enabled hirii to augment, the number of Ws 
army, which confifted wholly ofproteftants, con- 
fiderably above what the States had either expedted 
or defired; This alarmed the jealoufy of all the 
catholics in the Low Countries, who dreaded the 
approach of fo great an army of reformers, and 
fufpedted that Calimire, in concert with Elizabeth, 
had conceived the defign of extirpating the popifli 
faith. They did not conceal their apprehenfions. 
Even the prince of Oranjge, and other moderate 
proteftants, joined in remonftrating with Cafimire 
on the neceffity of his difmiffing a part of his 
forces. But this remonftrance ferved only to 
alienate him from the prince of Orange and th6 
council, and to render him lefs attentive to their 
inftruftions with regard to the conduft of the 
war. He was likewife highly offended with the 
preference which the States had given to the count 
of Boffut, by appointing him commander in chief 
of the army ; and he made them feel his refent- 
iTlent, by the flownefs of all his military operations, 
and his continual demands of fupplies for the pay- 
ment of his troops \ 

tntemperite BuT the intemperate zeal and ambition of the 
buift^rfSbi proteftants was produftive of ftill more pernicious 
ProuftinM. efFefts. Not fatisfied with the fecurity from per- 
fecution which they had enjoyed fince the pacifi- 
cation of Ghent, they took courage from the 
great number of proteftants in the army, and 
petitioned Matthias and the States, to be allowed 
to hold their religious aflemblies openly in churches, 
and to be admitted, on the fame footing with 
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the catholics, to the feveral offices of government. 
They ought certainly to have remained fiient, as 
they had done hitherto, till the common enemy 
had been expelled, and the public tranquillity 
eftabli(hed. Yet their condudt admits of fomc apo- 
logy ; their party had greater influence now than 
it was likely to poflefs, if the catholics were deli- 
vered from their dread of the Spaniards, and they 
could not forefee thofe fatal confequences with 
which their application was afterwards attended. 

But whatever judgment may be formed of 
their difcretion, the States thought it neceflary^ 
left the army Ihould have proved refractory, to 
comply with their requefts. The pacification of 
Ghent required that religion fhould remain on the 
fame footing on which it flood at the time of that 
treaty, till the States of all the provinces fhould be 
aflembled; yet the States, now partially aflembled, 
confented, not only that the proteftants fhould 
have accefs to all public offices, but likewife that 
they fhould have churches allowed to them in 
every place where a hundred families refided ; 
upon this condition, that in Holland and Zealand 
the fame indulgence fhould be granted to the 
catholic inhabitants. To this decree they gave 
the name of the Peace of Religion ; and each of 
the provinces was left at liberty to accept or rejedt 
it, as they Ihould judge expedient. 

In fome cities it proved a falutary remedy for The unhap- 
the diforders with which they were dlftraded ; ^^V„°°l;;" 
but, in many others, it added malignity to that 
poifc)n, which raged in the minds of the more vi- 
olent religionifls, and was the fource of the moft 
pernicious animofity and difcord. It gave no 
contentment to the zealots of either party, but 
contributed to inflame them more than ever 
againft each other, by adding frefn materials to 
tliat inveterate jealoufy and rancour which their 
bigotry infpired, but which had been laid aflcep 
for fome time paft, by their apprehenfions of the 

Vol. II. * E common^ , 
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Book common danger. The catholics every where^ 
^y^!^ but in a few cities of Flanders and Brabant, op-^ 
1 578. pofed the execution of this decree ; and the re- 
formers derived little advantage from it, except in 
thofc places where they overpowered their anta- 
gonifts by fuperior numbers. In the provinces 
of Artois and Hainault, the people rejedted the 
decree with the moll determined obftinacy, and 
refufed to allow the exercife of any other religion 
but the catholic within their territories ; while the 

Eroteftants in Ghent and other places, aftuated 
y the fame intolerant and bigoted fpirit, expelled 
the popifti ecclefiaftics, feized their cfFedfcs^ and 
fpoiled the churches of their ornaments. 

Oifcord be- Between the people of Ghent and the Wal-' 
wSi^i*** loons a particular ground of enmity had fubfifted, 
tadFicmings evcr fioce the former had calt the duke d* Arfchot 
and his attendants intoprifon. For moft of thefe 
were perfons of' rink in the Walloon proyinces ; 
and the Ghentefe had not only rejedted every fe- 
licitation in their behalf, •but had even treated them 
with feveiity during their confinement. The 
Walloons were^ for this reafon, the more readily 
incenled by the accounts which they received of 
the late enormities committed againft the catholics,, 
which they juftly regarded as a violation, on the 
part of the proteftants, of their late engagements. 
Forgetful therefore of the danger which threat- 
ened them, and liftening only to the voice of in- 
dignation and refentment, they began to feparate 
themfelves from the other provinces^ and refufed 
to contribute their ftiare of the money neceffary 
for the payment of the troops. " We took 
** arms," laid they, ** to vindicate our liberty ;, 
*' but what will it avail us to be delivered from 
*' the Spanlfh yoke^ if we muft fubmit to a yoke 
*' no leis galling and intolerable, impofed upon us 
•' b> our country men; who, under the pretext of 
•' great zeal againft the tyranny of the Spaniards, 
*' Ihew now that their only defign has been to 

" tyraanife 



Digitized by 



Google 



PHILIP n. KIKG of SPAIN. 51 

*' tyrannife over us themfelves,** The other pro- Book 
vinces reprefented to them the mifchievous confe- ^'^- ^ 
quences with which their conduct muft be attend- ^iXg; 
ed, and accompanied their reprefentationa with 
prayers and threats ; but the Walloons remained 
inflexible, and foon afterwards they gave z ftrik- 
ing proof of their hoftil6 difpofltion, by refufmg 
to deliver the towns of Landrecy, Qiieihois, and 
Bapaume, to the duke of Anjou, in conformity to 
the treaty above recorded. Not fatisfied with 
this, they began to prepare openly for war, and 
employed the contributions, which had been 
raifedfor paying the army of the States, in levying 
forces againft the Flemings. The Flemings 
quickly armed themfelves in their defence, and fe- 
veral rencounters happened between the Walloons 
and them^ that were equally permcious to both. 

Prince Calimire's troops and thofe of the The effefli 
States had been for fome time pail united, and ""^^^^^^ "^^^ 
Don John was not pofleffed of ^ibrce fufficient to*^^ * 
oppoie them; but the faftibus and refraftory 
fpirit of the Walloons arid Flemings had difFufed 
itfelf into almoft every part of the Netherlands, 
except the provinces of Holland and Zealand. 
Many cities withheld their contributions, and the 
army was extremely ill provided with every thing 
neceflary to render the operations of the campaign 
cffe^ual. Boffut's principal objeft was to com- 
pel the enemy to a general engagement ; and for 
this purpofe, after taking two or three towns of 
little confequence, he led his troops within view 
cf the camp in which Don John had entrenched 
himfelf, under the fortifications of Namur. With 
an army fo much fuperior in number to the 
enemy, the count might have forced the entrench- 
ments ; but being neither furnifhed with pioneers, 
cannon, or a fufficient quantity of ammunition, 
and finding Don John unalterably determined to 
keep within his camp, he was obliged to retire. 
His troops, in the mean time, were highly dif- 
contented, on account of their want of pay. His 
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difcipline was unavoidably relaxed. The country 
was oppreffed- and plundered. Cafimire accepted 
of an invitation from the Ghentefe, to aflift them 
with a part of his forces againft the Walloons. 
It became dangerous to keep the remainder of 
the army any longer in the neighbourhood of the 
Spanifh camp, and it was foon afterwards found im- 
pradticable to fupport it. Apart of the troops there- 
fore was dilbanded, and the reft were put into 
garrifon in the fortified towns. 

The duke of Anjou's army was not better pro- 
vided with the means of Subfiftence than that of 
the States, and its operations were equally infigni- 
ficant. Confcious of his inability to fulfil his en- 
gagements, Anjou grafped at thofe pretexts for 
eluding them, which the condudt of Cafimire, and 
that of the Walloons, afforded him. He com- 
plained bitterly of the treatment which he received 
from the latter, who not only refufcd him admit- 
tance into the towns which the Slates had promifed 
for the accommodation of his troops, but fhewed 
themfelves no lefs unwilling to furnifli him with 
provifions, than if he had come to invade, and not 
to proted and defend them. He feems likewife 
to have fufpefted, and not without fome reafon, 
that Cafimire had formed fome private defigns, 
inconfiftent with that eftablifhment which he him- 
felf had in view in the fouthern provinces ; and 
that he had carried his troops to the ailillance of 
the people of Ghent, in order to pave the way 
for executing thofe defignl. He therefore refufed 
to join his army with that of Boffut, unlefs Cafi- 
mire fhould return to it ; and when Matthias and 
the prince of Orange failed in their endeavours to 
prevail on Cafimire, (to whom the Ghentefe had 
advanced a confiderable fum of money, to induce 
him to remain with them) Anjou broke up his 
camp, and fufFered a part of his army to go over 
to the Baron de Montigny, wh6 was commander 
ill chief at that time of the forces of the Walloons « . 

Suck 
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SudH was the condurion of Uiia campaign, nnd 
Tuch thtf Ifllie oralJ ihc mighty prfparitiJona which 
the Slai^ hnc] made for a vigoroua prolecutian of 
the war, T)]e people tlT^mlclvcs, iaiiesd of unii- 1 
icg Iheir ertbrlfl PigaiaU thcctimfDon eticm}, wage p. 
IV it wftJi one another, in violili&n of t^te moil So- 
lemn ^rrgagcmentfi, inio which thtj had entered 
fjrtJy a few munltta htfort j (ind iTie princes, i^ho 
jiad andertiikcn to ddtver the Fli;raiug5 Gom the 
SpsmiHi yoke, LiJlift ihtmfdves/ in oppoTitjoa to 
each otiicr, under ihe bdnncf^s of tlioie inveicmle 
fi^CtioHii, wltich thrculcn ihh ^inhuppy peapid vf}\k 
deilruclion. 

Caaiuiki^ wtnt over to Engliitid tojuftjf^ his 
«jnd\i£t lo BlJzftbrth, and AjijvU fifit an dmbiifla- 
dor to the SJnitrs lo mikt mmpuhgy for /ou, i^y 
itprercnting, tliat his troops liad jtjined ihojJt of 
Mont^pny wflhout hi* ajJilejiL ^ but ihit Jn; 
St:tle5 had no rtiafon to dreud t|ie ci^nfcquenccs of 
ihai ftep, Gnce the Ghcnitit would be tjieiehf 
more enfity rtfir^iiiicd from thtir exo^es. The 
Stalest ^hhilting h prudent to diiTcmble iheirre- 
fentm^nt, adtnHiod c^t"hl^ apuJogj j and, that they 
TTiIght ItUI nrmain on friendly tErras isiib liim, 
tliev ftfTireii hh anbifliidDrs, [hit they liad a jiift 
fvnft; of gTJUmidc fof ihc erlbm w'hich ihc d-U;.e 
hid rTiod*^ in their bthalf ? that, as foon ng pdtiblcit 
tltcy woirld refund liiaexpence^^ andthiit, if rhiy 
(houldc^crlifld tr necEJInTytaf left [UjoThcr prince, 
in the place of the king of Spahi, tlity would 
ttjokt Jiim DJt offer of ihc fuvEjeignry, 

X^tmrNG ihc coifrfe of the trotinH^tona thatn^'Jirf 
1i;ave bf.tti ^^5Jrttecl, Doci Jolin Iiad kept bin n^iOTW a^i.^;;!"' "' 
H'lthij] their camp at Ncunur. T1:'*y mija;hr iin-jv 
haiA left it ^^hhrjul dnngw; but |>rn j^ht\ had 
ticcii fci;(Alt Tome w«i^a beFnj-tr, ^vilh h vitil^nt 
i/Inci'^ whkb cvtl him off bcfort^ he liad reii-hed 
iTtv? rhiriw.^h ytnr of his agi. Hi^j dr-nth vry. by 
time ^^ko^ifi^l to poifor^ ; but, flccordiriK to oiliet^, 
it w^ -owing partly to drfearc, and jjbiiIj Vj ifui 
H 3 di3^Hn 
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chagrin which he conceived from the negligence 

, with which his repeated applications for money 

,--3^ and troops were treated by the Spaniih minifters. 
ooober. * Fond to excefs of military glory, and confcious of 
talents which would probably have enfured fuccefs, 
he lamented bitterly the neceffity which the weak- 
nefs of his army impofed upon him, of remaining 
fo long inactive, and folicited his brother for a rein- 
forcement with the moft earned importunity. 
Nor was it only becaufe Philip was averfe from a 
vigorous profecution of the war, that he deferred 
complying with his requeft. After that renown, 
which Don John acquired in the battle of Le- 
panto, his conduft, as above related, contained fo 
clear a difcovery of his views, as could not bu^ 
alarm the fufpicious temper of the king, who 
thenceforth kept a watchful eye ypon all his bro- 
ther's moft fecret motions ; and when he fent him 
to the Netherlands, refolved never to intruft him 
with fuch a numerous army as might enable him 
to execute any ambitious defign. Philip's fufpi- 
cions were, during his brother's refidence in the 
Low Countries, kept perpetually awake, by re- 
ports of his having formed a defign of marrying 
the queen of Scots. To thefe reports Philip gave 
credit, perhaps too eafily. By bis orders, -Don 
John's favourite, and fecretary Efcovedo, who had 
fomented his matter's ambition, were privately 
put to death. It was believed by many, that he 
ifllied the like orders with regard to his brother, 
and that this young heroic prince died of poifon, 
given him by certain popifhecclefiaftics, inftigated 
by the court of Spain. But whatever ground there 
was for this perliiafion, there is little room to 
doubt that, from jealoufy of his brother, more 
than any other caufe, Philip withheld the fupplies 
neceffary for carrying on the war. And to this 
circumftance, the troops of the States were in- 
debted for their prefervation from that ruin, to 
which their divifions had expofed them *. 

THE 
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DON JOHN having on his death-bed ap* 
pointed the prince of Parma to fucceed 
him, his choice was foon afterwards approved, "TTtS? 
and ratified by the king. The prince 

of Parma 

This young prince had on many occafions, f^^^charic 
fince his arrival in the Netherlands, eiven proof icr. 
of confummate prudence and the moft intrepid 
valour. . Temperate, vigilant, and indefatigable, ' 
he could defcend to the moft minute detail in all 
military operations, and was always the firft to 
expofe himfelf to toil and danger, and the laft to 
retire. !]fliant in his manners, and infinuating in 
his addrefs ; he could fpeak moil of the European 
languap;es, and accommodate himfelf to the fol- 
diers of all the different nations of which the army 
was compofed. He poffeffed a vigour of bodily 
conftitution equal to that of his miAd, joined with 
an elevated martial air and afpedt, which ferved, 
in the time of battle, to fill the enemy with terror, 
and to infpire his own troops with courage and 
confidence of fuccefs. 
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He had no fooner performed the laft offices to 
_ ^ _f his friend and kinfman, than he applied himfelf 
1579. affiduoufly to fulfil the duties of that important 
ttation to which he was now advanced. While 
the army of the States remained in the field, Jie 
was obliged, through the fmallnefs of his numbers, 
to follow the fame plan which his predeceffor had 
purfued, and to keep his little army ftrongly for- 
tified within their camp; but when, from the 
caufes above explained, not only the army of the 
Statec, but likcwife the Germans and French 
under Cafunire and Anjou, were all either dif- 
banded, or put into winter-quarters, Farnefe, con- 
fidering this as the proper feafon for adlion, rc- 
folved to yndertake the fiege of fome important 
place, by the acquifition of which he might cncreafe 
his refources for carrying on the war. 

He hefitated for fome time, whether he ftiould 
enter firft upon the fie^e of Maeftricht, or that of 
Antwerp. The beneht which he would have de- 
rived from the poffeffion of the latter of thefe 
places, was greater than any which could arife 
from that of the former, as Antwerp was the prin- 
cipal feat of wealth and commerce in the Nether- 
lands, and was fituated in the moft advantageous 
manner for profecuting the conqueft of the mari- 
time provinces ; but having weighed attentively 
the difficulties to be furmounted in the fiege of a 
place of fo great extent and ftrength as Antwerp, 
he wifely refolved to begin with the fiege of Mae- 
ftricht, in which he could engage with fewer forces, 
and a greater probability of fuccefs *. 

In order to conceal his defign from the States, 
he direded his march towards Antwerp, and had 
a fharp rencounter with a body of French and 
Biitifh forces, which were fent out to obftruft his 
approach. Thefe he forced to retire under the 
fortifications of the city ; immediately after wluch 

he 

* Bentlvoglio, part ii. lib. i. 
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he tumtd back fuddtnly, and m veiled Mflyfift/icht, fl <i ^ t 
bcFfjre the States had lime to fumiHi thai luwn ,J^L^ 
wilhtlie net;ertiiry iupplicsdf ilofcsanJ provlfiont. ^?C^ 

^ TH£iuhibjtiiJit5 wcrcnot numerous in propor-Wj^'T-'i^ 
tiOR to the extent of the pJsce * ^ but it ^vas ''^■** 
ftrongly fortiiied^ and the want of ntunbefs wag 
abundantly fupplicd by the martial fptnt of the 
people, vihn^ t>ting c3(pofed fiocn ihcir Jiliiation to 
frequent invafiuns from foreign etietufcif, were 
wcU accuflnmed to the ufc of arms. At»ul fif- 
teen hundred of ihtm were enrolied ; ^nd by 
tbef^i and a thoufand regi^l&r troops, together 
with t*o thoufand of thff cutinlrj' people, who 
fetvod afl pion^ers^ Maeflridit waj defended fjr 
aknoA four months^ agaioil an flrrny of i S'^ooo 
foot aad 4O£30 horfe, the bcil-di[i:.tplijitd :ind 
bfaveft [rriopi iji Eiijope:; itthflic operations were 
direiltd by the grcatefl military genius of the 
ap. Amongft the befieged there were two per- 
(ons, SdWiri^enboiirg de HerJej a Fleming* and 
Toppiji,aFrenchmaji,w1io conducted thedf^ftriLt 
*ith 3 degree of wcfdtirn and intrepidity that ex- 
dled umv^al admlrutk^a aiid appbufe. 

The pritipc of Parma* Tiiiviric arrived brfort 
ttictowti in the beginmnc of Miirch, fent Mon-o^tftrf 
dragpne^ vrith a part of the army, tothee^in fld«^^ "•^^ 
Qfthetiver, lo mveft the town of Vi Ji -^ whilfthc 
limfeif remained on the other fidt, \vhcre he in- 
tended tij m^ike Itifi principal tittiick. His firft 
ubjeA wjs to jHTvent the Stvites frnm introducing -■ 
any fi)pn]iEti or reinforcemtnts, Wclh thia v^^^; ■ 
he (hut up thr Macfe with two bridges of hpsts,- 
DOC above nnd the other beTow the town,ttfld due* 
^(lite ToLLud hfs cainp, on both fides of thr rivey, 
I'. I ' m [I S i ncs of d rctim va! ! i 'Jon. J m media it[y af ■ cr 
i-'-'iip, -fji^ prtcantion, be bct|ran to mnke hisap- 
iiiijn,h tu the iralls h/ trenches, Tht garfFihin 
hid the Offurig* to tn^ke feveral laUieij b^ whivli 

hlji 
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his operations were retarded. At length, how-^ 
ever, when by perfeverance and the power of 
1570, fuperior numters, his, trenches were fufficiently 
advanced^ he planted two batteries, one againft 
tjie gate of Tongres, and the other againft the 
c:urtain, between the gate of Hoxter and that of 
the Crofs. While the batteries were played off 
with grestt^fuccefs, the royalifts pufhed forward 
the trenches, and were ready to enter into the 
folft, or ditch. The breach s^t the gate of Ton- 
gres, was the firft made pradticable, and Farnefe 
refolved to affault it with a feledt body of troo|>s, 
drawn from the feveral nations of which his army 
was compofed. By thus mingling them together, 
he enflamed their ardour and emulation; but they 
met with equal ardour on the part of their oppo- 
nents, and, after an obftinate and bloody conflid^ 
were obliged to retire. 

Brtvede- The prfnce, bel,ievlng that this firft attempt 
MlSwcht. had failed through the fmallnefs of the breach,^ 
renewed the fire of his batteries with redoubled 
fury, and prepared for a fecond attack. In order 
to weaken the garrifon by dividing it, he refolved 
to make an affault at each of the two breaches at 
the fame time. His troops advanced, in the face 
of the enemy's cannon, v^ith the moft undaunted 
intrepidity. The befieged ftood undifmayed till 
they approached, and nothing could exceed the 
fury with which both parties began the combat. 
Their fire-arms foon ceafed to be of ufe to them ; 
for they came ^immediately to clofe fight, in 
which they coiifd employ only their pikes and 
fwords. In one of the breaches De Herle, and in 
the other Tappin, gave the moft fplendid proofs 
of capacity and valour. The aifailants, enraged 
at meeting with fuch obftinate refiftance from an 
enemy fo much inferior in number, exerted their 
utmoft vigour to overpower them. The a6lion 
was furious and defperate. The ruins of the wall, 
and the ground on both fides, were ftrewcd with 
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the dead and dying. Stones hurled down from 
the bulwarks, and artificial fires, which the be- _ 
fieged launched among the ^ffailants, increafed i^^g. 
the confufion. Thofe fires happened to lay hold 
of the barrels of gun-powder which flood near for 
the ufe of the combatants. The cxplofion was 
tenible, and many on both fides pcrilhed by this 
fatal accident. The air refounded with cries, and 
Ihrieks, and groans. The earth was covered with 
mangled carcaffes; yet thofe who furvived ftill 
maintained their ground with the fame uncon- 
querable obftinacy as before, and, from the horrid 
ffcene which lay around them, feemed only to de- 
rive freOi rage and fury. The prince of Parma 
gave orders at laft, with much reluftance, for 
founding a retreat. The refolution and fortitude 
of thebefieged, he perceived, were not to be over- 
come. Even if he could have mounted the breach, 
and kept poffelSon of it, this would not have avail- 
ed him, as other fortifications had been raifed 
within, which rendered the town almoft as im-t 
pregnable as before. 

Upon reviewing his troops, the prince found 
that many of his beft officers had fallen, and that 
the regiments of Spanifti veterans were extremely 
diminifhed. He foon completed his numbers by 
making draughts from the garrifons of the towns 
in his pofleffion. But when he reflected on the 
charadter of the befieged, he perceived the necef- 
fity of laying afide all thoughts of taking the town 
by ftorm, and refolved to content himfelf with the 
flower method of undermining the fortifications, 
employing for this purpofe a prodigious number 
of prioneers, and taking efFe£tual care in the mean 
time, to render it impoffible for the befieged to 
receive any reinforcement or fupplies. 

The States were not negleftful of the prefer- The suf« 
ration of a place, where both the garrifon and in-Jain"lo^*e- 
habitants had fhcwn themfelves fo worthy of their i»eyc »t. 
attention. Having fome time before received the ^ . 

celebrated Google 




HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

celebrated La Noue into their fervice, they had 
appointed him governor of Maeltricht, and given 
^^„g him the charge of conducing thither the reintorce- 
ments which they intended for the relief of the 
befieged. Nothing was omitted by La Noue tq 
fulfil their expectations ; but fo pernicious were 
the confequences of that fpirit of difcord, which 
Hill raged as forioufly as ever, between the pro- 
teftants and catholics, that, although the council of 
ftate, feconded by the prince of Orange, gave 
him aU the afliftance in their power, he was never 
able to coUeft a force fufficient to execute his pur- 
pofe. The fituation therefore of the befieged was 
become extremely deplorable. The garrifon, 
which in the beginning of the fiege confiiled of a 
thoufand men, did not amount to more than four 
hundred, and the citizens and country people had 
fufFered a proportionable diminution. Their pro- 
vifions began to fail, and their ftore of gun-powder 
was nearly exhaufted, 

Thei r diftreffeswere much augmented towards 
the middle of June, by their lofs ot a ravelin, which 
had enabled them to give great annoyance to the 
enemy. To acquire poffeffion of thisraveb'n had 
been the chief objedt of the prince of Parma*s ope- 
. rations for feveral weeks -, and, though he met 
with the moll fpirited refiftance, he at length ac- 
complifhed his defign, and could, with a large ca- 
valier which he conftruAed, overlook the walls, 
and fcour the town with his guns, almoft from the 
one end to the other. Still however the befieged, 
animated by the hopes of relief, refufed to ca- 
pitulate. 

Maeftricht BuT the ficgc was biought to a conclufion much 
prifc"**' "^"fooner than either of the two contending parties 
had reafon to expeft. On the 29th of June, it 
was fufpeded by Ibme Spanifti foldiers, that the 
wonted vigilance of the garrifon was relaxed. In 
order to know the truth with certainty, thefe men 

crept 
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crept (ilently to the top of the rampart, and found 
that the defendants were not only few in number, 
but overpowered with fatigue and heat, and bu- icyg^ 
ried in fleep. Qf this they carried information to 
the general ; who without delay ordered fuch of 
his troops as were neareft, to afcend the rampart 
with as little noife as poffible. They were imme- 
diately followed by all the reft of the army. The 
garrifon were thus fuddenly overwhelmed, and 
aimoft all of them were put to the fword. The 
inhabitants fought defperately ; but they funk at 
laft under the fuperior force of the affailants, who 
fpared neither fex nor age ; and continued the 
flaughter, till of eight thoufand citizens, only 
three hundred remained. De Herle efcaped by 
difguifing himfelf in the habit of a menial fcrvant; 
and Farnefe iffued ftrift orders to fpare the life of 
the valiant Tappin «. 

During the fiege of Maeftricht, various po-Thcprhce 
litical negociations were carried on by the oppofite 5!ji^^"^53 
parties. The prince of Orange had at this time qu<^»i t^e tu- 
the chief dirediun of all the meafures that were ^hem."* 
purfued by the States and council ; Matthias hav- 
ing, from a confcioufnefs of his own want of ex- 
perience, left the entire adminiftration in his hands. 
The diflenfions between the Walloons and Fle- 
mings had from the beginning given him deep 
concern, and he had omitted nothing in his power 
to heal them. Among the Walloons he had little 
influence, by reafon of their abhorrence of his re- 
ligion, and the jealoufy which they had concei;^ed 
of his defigns. On the other hand, the Ghentefe, 
who in that age, were noted for their turbulent 
and feditious fpirit, had been wrought up by cer- 
tain fadious leaders to a degree of madnefs, and 
were long deaf to all the remonftrances which he 
could employ. St. Aldegond, whom he fent to 
deal with them, exerted, but in vain, all the ad- 
drefs and eloquence for which he was fo highly 
celebrated. The interpofition of Matthias and 
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the States was equally inefFectual. Nor did they 
^^^^^^ pay any greater regard to the reprefentations and 
I jy^. threats of Elizabeth, who fent over an ambaflador * 
on purpofe to perfuade them. At length the 
prince of Orange went himfelf to treat with them. 
They had lately inveighed againft him, with great 
feverity, for his moderation towards the catholics ; 
and had fufFered fome of their preachers to arraign 
him on this account, as infincere in his religiotis 
profeflion. But, being flattered with that regard 
and confidence of which his prefent vifit was ex- 

Ereflive, they refumed their wonted affedtion to 
is perfon ; and, after he had (laid among them 
fome weeks, they complied with the feveral re- 
quefts which they had hitherto rejedled. They 
confented to make reftitution of the goods of 
which they had plundered the popifh ecclefiailics} 
permitted the re-eftablifliment of the rites an4 
ceremonies of the Romifti churchy forbad all abu- 
five language, whether in the pulpit or in private 
aflemblies, and engaged to yield a more prompt 
obedience for the Future to the authority of the 
States \ 

It foon however appeared, that nothing but 
William's perfonal influence had induced them 
♦ to make tnefe conceflions. In a few months af- 
terwards, being incited by the fame fadious 
leaders to whom they had formerly liftened, they 
indulged themfelves in the mod unjuftifiable ex- 
cefles ; they plundered the churches and monaf- 
teries, expelled the ecclefiaftics from the town, 
and feized their effeds, which they diftributed 
among the Germans, whom they had called to 
their afliftance againft the Walloons. Thefe and 
other enormities occafioned the prince of Orange 
to vifit the Ghentefe a fecond time ; when they 
m^de him an offer of the government of the pro- 
vince. He prudently declined accepting this oflfer ; 
but having again employed all his influence to 
quafli the prefent diffenfions in the city, he fuc- 

ceeded 
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ceeded fo far as to be able to compel Imbife the 
chief magiftrate, together with his tadtious adhe- _ 
rents, to leave the city. He likewife put the ma- 1579. 
giftracy into the hands of the more moderate re- 
formers, fet at liberty fuch of the Walloon nobi- 
li.y as were llill in prifon, and procured for the 
catholic inhabitants, liberty of private worfhip, 
and fecurity from moleftation ^ 

William laboured with no lefs earneflnefs 
to alfuage the refentment of the Walloons, who, 
although they had not been the firft aggrefibrs, 
perfifted in their hoftile difpofition, with the moft 
unconquerable obftinacy. By the artifices of 
Matthew de Moulard, bi(hop of Arras, the count 
de la Lain, the marquis de Roubais, and others 
of the nobility, who beheld with deep malignity 
William's- unrivalled credit and authority, the 
people had conceived the moft incurable fufpicions, 
that, far from being adiuated by a difinterefted 
attachment to the civil or religious liberty of* the 
provinces, he intended only his own exaltation, 
and was preparing to eftablifh it upon the ruins 
of the catholic faith. They lent a deaf ear there- 
fore to every plan of accommodation that was 
propofed, either by the prince himfelf, or by 
Matthias and the States ; who, they knew, were 
entirely directed by his councils t. 

The prince of Parma was too fagacious not to The prince 
difcern the advantage which this difpofition of the ^[j^.*™ 
Walloons afforded him, for drawing them back the WaUooo? 
to their allegiance. Soon after the death of Don • 
John of Auitria, he had, for this purpofe, begun 
a negociation with their leaders ; upon which he 
had beftowed particular attention, in the midft 
of thofe military occupations in which the fiege of 
Maeftricht had engaged him. In order to fruf- 
trate his endeavours, the prince of Orange and 
the States remonftrated to the Walloons on the 
infidelity which would be jullly imputed to them, 
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if they (hould enter into any feparate terms of 
agreement ; and reprefented to them the danger 
to which Aey would thereby expofe tbemfchesy 
as well as the other provinces, of being again 
enthralled by the Spaniards. The Walloons could 
not entirely diveft themfelves of the fcruples, 
which thefe jemonftrances were calculated to ex- 
cite ; nor were they free from thofe apprehenfions 
of the Spanifti tyranny, by which the other pro- 
vinces were fo much difquieted» They had not 
forgot the fcenes of treachery and violence, of 
which they had been fo often witnefles ; and found 
it difficult to rely on the promifes of thofe, whofe 
infmcerity they had fo frequently experienced. 
On the other hand, their bigotry, joined with the 
inveterate jealoufy which the nobility entertained 
of the prince of Orange, formed an infurmoimt- 
able obftacle againft any agreement with the 
Flemings. That hatred with which they had been 
long adtuated againft the Spaniards, began to 
yield to a more implacable averfion againft the 
proteftants ; and in this they were conhrmed by 
the addrefs of the bilhop of Arras, and the other 
agents of the prince of Parma ; whofe propofals 
of accommodation they were now inclined to em- 
brace, provided it could be done confiftently with 
thofe folemn engagements, under which they had 
lately come to the other provinces. To thefe 
engagements, according to the fenfe in which 
they themfelves underftood them, they adhered 
with inflexible fidelity ; and perfifted to the lait 
in requiring that all foreign troops (hould be im- 
mediately difmifled ; that the pacification of Ghent 
fliould be fully executed ; and that Philip fliould 
recognife their right to form alliances either witWn 
or without the Netherlands, in cafe of any infrac- 
tion on his part of the articles of this pacification. 

Tbc sptnifii Of their feveral demands, there was none which 
tli*''f*nt ^^^ prince of Parma found it fo difficult to digeft, 
oBt rf th°e as that of fending away the foreign troops. Tbctr 
NcthcrUndi. pi^^c, he kucw, could not be fupplied by the 
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tmdifciplined forces of the country ; and he dread-; Book 
ed that he jfhould be obliged to abandon the plan ^ ^^ 1 
which he had foimed, for iubdiiing the maritime ,;^g, 
provinces* The king, to whom he applied for 
precife inftruttions, was no lefs averfe from this 
conceflion. But Philip, coufideiing the recovery 
of the Walloons (the moll warlike of all the inha- 
bitants of the Netherlands) as a matter of the kft 
importance; efpccially in the prefent jiindure, 
when his exchequer was drained by the expence 
which he had incurred in the conqueft of Portugal i, 
and hoping, that by the indulgent meafures which 
he had relblved to efpoufe in his treatment of thd' 
Walloons, he ftiould be able ere long to obtain 
their confent to whatever he (hould require of 
them, he fent orders to Farnefe to haften the con- 
dufion of the treaty ; and it was accordingly con^ 
eluded on the following terms : That all foreign May 1701. 
troops in thefervice of the king, (hould leave the 
Netherlands in fix weeks, and never return thither 
without the confent of the Walloon provinces : 
that an army of national troops fhould be levied, 
to the payment of which the king might apply the 
fubfidies to be granted by the States : that allper- 
fons in public offices (hould take an oath to main- 
tain the catholic religion : that all the privilege's of 
the provinces (hould remain inviolate : and that 
the government (hould be preferved in. the fame 
form in which it had been left by the late emperor 
when he refigned his dominions ^. 

This treaty was ftgned, on the part of the pro- 
vinces,only by the deputies of FrenchFlanders,Ar- 
tois, and Hainault. The other provinces were not . 

called, as Luxemburg had never concurred in any 
of the ^te tranfadtions ; and the greateft part of 
Limburg and Namur had already fubmitted to the 
king's authority. 

The prince of Orange, no ftranger to the fecret The union of 
motives of the leading men among the Walloons, utrtcht. 
Vol. II. F having 
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B n o t h^vitig forefcen that ihis agrtpirieiit wov 
^_JJ^^^^tBfcc pleux, had, in order to pmv'iden c 
* jTo. ^e^nft It, fee an Ff]Ot a n?w treaty of alU, 
ific pmvbcra of Holland^ ZcalaiKi, Ut] 
dcrtand, Frieiltind^ Bribant^ and Flant 
allknce was edited the Union of Utrecl 
plpcc where Ie was brought to a concluf 
jnftly be confidcrcd oi ihe firit founti 
republic of rhe tJniied Provinces, It 
gadded as contain in g the fdrtdurrientEd 
conllituilfjnj Find provcE ite autlior, by t 
rnodcmtioni^indnitcrifive views which 
flcnntiin? neither any avowal, n(irati> 
nunciatiort of ihtir »l!egiance to Phil 
pTDvinces tacitly flfliimc itj ihtmrelves tJ 
fludinKty^ and Wge it partly in the ee 
bly oF ihc Siai<ie, and partly in the St 
fcvcral provinces. The prmcipaj art 
confeileracy tire ihofe whtch follow - 
fcveral provLticea cuntmaing, unite thi 
ECthtr in one political body, rcitoutic 
the powtr of fcparnting from each ni\ 
femng eaijh to iiftlf all the rights whic! 
before. 

- " ^." t ^ ^^"^ '^^''^ provinces Oiali aflif 
.^ repel the atta^ilt* of any forcigxi tx) w 
part^culikr, tti r^ipd whaIt^.c^ vW^^e 
Imdtoflny of ihc eontra^'mg panics 
of the kingof Sp^in, und«r ,he pretS 
mg the mhok rdigton, or on "o 
r^nfa«,on m tht Nctherland.Jince rtS 
leaving ,t alwavs to the gener^ity of , 
d«crminMn what proportion eidt pj 
be cbhEcdtofunijth ilsfuppUe,, eitl£ 

" That in Ht.liand and Zcalancl 

pofetfed, and tbit the other provino^ 

[tberryjo alfo* ether of t)^ p^teftSS? ^rirrTr> 

the«ihoLc,ofbcth,a.theyii^gJ^ 30gle 




PHILIP n, KING OF SPAIN. 

expedient : that reftitution fhall be made of the 

ettects which belong to the convents and churches^ , 

in all the provinces except thole of Holland and j^.^^ 
Zealand ; and in thei'e, that penfions ihall be ap- 
pointed to the popi(h ecckfiailics, to be paid them 
wherelbever they refide, 

"That all frontier, and other towns, which 
the general and provincial States Ihall think proper 
to fortify, fhall be fortified at the joint cxpence of 
the generality, and of the particular province in 
which they lie ; but if the General States ftiall on 
any occafion think proper to build new forts, witli- 
out the confcntof the particular province in which 
they lie, the generality fliall furnilh the whole ex- 
pence. 

"That aU fortified towns fliall be obliged to 
receive fuch garrifons as the generality (ball ap- 
pointy on condition that the troops fliall, befides 
their oath of allegiance to the General States, take 
a particular oath to the province and town in 
which they are ftationed, 

** That the General States fliall not conclude 
any peace or truce, nor undertake any war, nor 
impofe any taxes, without the confent of the ma- 
jority of all the provinces and towns of the union; 
and that on the other hand, no town or province 
fliall enter into any alliance with any foreign prince 
or power, without confent of the generality. 

" That in cafe any prince or ftate fliall incline 
to accede to this alliance, he may be admitted, wiih 
the confent of all tbe members of the confederacy. 

*• That all the male inhabitants of the pro- 
vinces, from the age of eighteen to that of fixty, 
fhall, in a month after the publication of the prc- 
fent treaty, infcribe their names in a rcgifter to be 
laid before the General States at tlieir firft affcm- 
bly, to aflift them in judging what forces each ' 

province is able to fumiili. ^ i 
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** That in order to procure the money necef* 
fary for the fupport of the forces, all the taxes 
,-yQ^ (hall be farmed out publicly, to thofe who Ihall 
make the higheft oner ; and laftly, that the faid 
taxes (hall be heightened or lowered according as 
the General States (hall judge the exigencies of the 
confederacy to require*" 

This confederacy was not immediately attend- 
ed with thofe advantages which it was defigned 
and calculated to produce. It behoved the reli- 
gious parties to experience, for fome time longer, 
the mifchievous effeds of their intemperate zeal 
and bigotry, before they could live at peace. In 
feveral places, the people were ftill agitated by the 
moft violent animofity againft one another. In 
Bois-le-duc, the proteftants and papifts took arms, 
And coming to blows, had feveral hundreds of their 
number killed. Soon after this, the proteftants, 
being feized with a fudden panic, abandoned the 
town to their enemies, who immediately fubmit- 
ted to the Spaniards. 

Vioieoce of In Antwerp, where the proteftant party was the 
tbeproteft- fnoft powcrful, the people infulted the popi(h ec- 
*°^' clefiaftics, when emplo^f ed in one of the folemn 

proce(fions of their religion ; and in fpite of Mat- 
thias and the prince of Orange, who interpofed 
their authority to protedkthcm, they obliged them 
to leave the city. 

Count Eg- These violences, which the reformers, impell- 
^ptVn' ed by their religious zeal, exercifed in Antwerp 
Briurei«. and other places, ferved only more eafily to re- 
concile the catholics to the Spani(h government ; 
and contributed not a little to make feveral of the 
nobility forfake the party of the States. Among 
thefe was count Egmont, fon of the great, unfor- 
tunate count Egmont. This young nobleman had 
hitherto diftinguifhed himfelf by his zeal againft the 
Spaniards ; but refolding now to make his peace 
with them, he attempted, with a regiment of Wal- 
loons, to render himfelf mailer of BruflTels, in order 

to 
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to deliver it to Farnefe ; and he fucceeded fo far in 

his defign, as to get poffeffion of one of the gates, ^ 

and introduce his troops into the city. The ci- ^TctoT 
tizens ran inftantly to arms ; and, being joined by 
fome regular forces in the fervice of the States, they 
quickly recovered the gate by a fmgular ftratagem. 
Having driven violently towards it, fome waggons 
loaded with hay and ftraw, they fet fire to thefe 
combuftible materials, and the wind blowing the 
flame and fmoke towards count Egmont's foldiers, 
they were fpon obliged to betake themfelves to 
flight. The whole inhabitants had, in the mean 
time, got under arms, and Egmont, with the reft 
of his men, was fliut up in the market place, 
hemmed in on every fide, and without any prof- 
pedt of deliverance. There they remained during 
that day and the night following ; neither of the 
two parties being inclined to begin hoftilities. The 
citizens meanwhile indulged their refentment, by 
reproaching the count with bis treachery, in for- 
faking thote who had taken arms to revenge his 
father's death ; calling out to him, that only eleven 
years before, on the fame day of the year, and in 
the very place where he then flood, his father had 
died a martyr for that caufe, which he now want- 
ed fo bafely to betray. This bitter remembrance 
drew tears from the young man's eyes. The peo-p- 
ple were moved with that compallion for the fon, 
which they owed to the memory of the father, 
and confented to fufFerhim and his troops to leave 
the town *. 

During the courfe of thefe tranfaftions, con- ConferencM 
ferences for reconciling the Netherlands to Philip coi^r ** 
were held in the city of Cologn, at the requeft and 
under the mediation of the emperor, the pope, 
and the eledlors of Treves and Cologn. The pope 
fent thither Caftagna, archbifhop of Roflano, who 
afterwards attained the papal dignity, and aflumed 
the name of Urban VII. The chief of the emperor's 

embaffy 
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Book cmbaffy was count Scwartzcnburg. Philip named 
^ ^ the duke de Terra Nuova for his ambaflador, and 

^"^^^^ the duke d' Arfchot was at the head of the deputies 
from the States. From this nomination of perfons 
of fo great eminence and diftinftion, fuperficial 
obfervers were apt to imagine, that the negociation 
committed to them could not fail to be brought 
to the defired conclufion. But this was not the 
judgment of perfons of greater penetration. They 
. confidefed, not only that the prince of Orange, 
and the other popular leaders, by whom the States 
were g6yerned, had already gone too far to ex- 
pedl forgivenefs from the unrelenting temper of 
the king ; but that the opinions of the reformers 
were more widely difFufed, and their zeal, if pof- 
fible, more ardent than ever. And as there was 
no reafon to believe that they would ever be per- 
fuaded to abandon their religion, fo there was lit- 
tle ground to hope that Philip*s bigotry would 
fuffer him to agree to any terms of peace, whilft 
they adhered to it. It was in reality this caufe 
chiefly, by which the prefent rtegociation, as well 
as all preceding ones, was fruftrated, Philip adk- 
cd on this occafion with his ufual duplicity, and 
gave private inftrudtions to his ambaffador, of a 
very different import from thofe which had been 
communicated to the emperor''. At firft, he 
feemed willing to ratify the pacification of Ghent ; 
and by one of the articles of that treaty, religion 
was to remain on its prefent footing, till a general 
affcmbly of the States (hould alter it. But in the 
courfe of the conferences it appeared, that the 
re-eftablifliment of popery was a condition, with- 
out which he would agree to no accommodation. 
Neither would he confent to the convoking of' 
the affembly of the States, nor to the ratifying of 
the eledlcn of Matthias ; and he ftill infifted pe- 
remptorily, that all cities, forts, and military 
ftores, (hould be immediately delivered into the 
hands of the prince of Parma. In a word, the 
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terms offered on this occafion were, in every ma- 
terial article, the fame with thofe which had bepn 
formerly rejedted by the provinces of Holland and 
Zealand, when they flood alone, and unfupported 
by the other provinces ; and therefore it is dif- 
ficult to fuppofe that Philip could, from the be- 
ginning, have intended any thing by the prefent 
negociation, but to gratify the pope and emperor, 
at whofe defire it was begun, v 

Before the diffolution of this congrefs, how-rtiatpat- 
cver, he humbled himfelf foYar as to make pri- ^^J^^'^^'^jj, 
vate offers to the prince of Orange. Thefe were, prince <i 
the payment of his debts, the reftitution of his ^'*"8«- 
eftates, a compenfation for the loiTes which he had 
fuftained during the war, and the liberty of his 
fon the count of Buren, upon whom, if the prince 
himfelf fhould incline to retire into Germany, the 
king promifed to beftow the government of Hol- 
land and Utrecht, Thefe offers were made in 
Philip's name by count Scwartzenburg, who pledg- 
ed his faith for the flridt performance of them, 
William could not but be flattered with the tefti- 
mony which was thus given, by an enemy fo great 
and powerful, of the dread that was entertained 
of his abilities. But being fuperior to the allure- 
ments of interefl, he preferred the glory of faving 
from flavery a people who confided in his integri- 
ty, to all the advantages which he or his family 
could have derived from the favour or forgivenefs 
of the king. " He would liften to no propofal," j 
he faid, '* that related to himfelf only. He was ^ 
confcious, that in all his conduit, be had been . 
animated by a difinterefled affeftion towards the 
public good 5 and no confideration would induce 
him to enter into afty agreement, from which the 
States and people were excluded : but if //^«r ju(t 
claims were fatisfied, he would not rejedt any 
terms for himfelf, which his confcience and ho- 
nour would fuffer him to accept K 

Soon 
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Soon after this, the congrefs wasdiflblved ; and 

^^_jno other efFeft was produced by it, except that 

,5^9. the duke d'Arfchot, and fome other deputies of 

Diffoiotion the States, embraced the opportunity, with which 

of^diecon- j^ fumiflied them, of reconciling thenifelves to the 

king. 

The negodations for peace did not entirely in- 
terrupt the operations ot the war. By the affift- 
ance of the catholic inhabitants, the prince of 
Parma acquired pofleffion of Mechlin; and feme 
time afterwards of Villebrock: Thefe loffes wei^ 
compenfated to the States, by fome acquifitions 
which their forces made under the count of Ren- 
neberg ; who, befides reducing the province of 
Friefland, made himfelf mailer of Deventer and 
Groningen. In the fouthern provinces, the Fle- 
mings and Walloons were engaged in perpetual 
hoftilities againft one another, but no exploit was 
performed by either party, fufficiently interefting 
and important to deferve to be recorded. 
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EUB.IKG the dourfe of the pmsdlug tranf- B o n i 
aclioiu in ifie NetherhndSf Philfp waa nl- ^''[^ 
liiiy employed in prepiring to aiTert hia daim ~'7~^ 
to the kingdom of Portugnil, ftti nbjeft fiEtcd to smrsf 
inHdme a monc moderaie ambidon than that ofi^"«^ 
Philipi and worthy of all the attentinn and cxpcncse 
whif:h he bcftowed in acqiiJring h. Under a fuc- 
ceflicm tjf king&^ wht> plaod thetr gbry m pro- 
moting tommercc turinng their iub)ectSt aad in 
making drfcdvtiies in tlie remoteft regions df the 
glkjbt, the Portuguefe liad ituincd a degree of 
confidcratiQJi among the Europeun naiiotLB^ from 
which the narrow hmits of the kingdom, and ihe 
neiehbouihoud of the Spanilli monartiiVi fecmed 
for c\'CT to excEude tlieirir Btfidc5 cftahlifhing f^t- 
tlemtrrtfi in Africa, and ifre jidjatient UlaLidj, they 
bad doLittJed ilic Cape of Good Hope, which no 
Eutfjptan ma liners had ever atttmptot, and fmd 
penetrated boldly intaalmoffc every ct^mcrof tfie 
grtat eaftsra occaiij difcovcriflg lands till then un^ 

knov^n, 
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Book known, and founding cities, widi a view to the 

^^'1 , , advancement of thdr trade. And not fatisfied 

I ^79. ^^^^ ^^^'^ acquifitions in the eaft, they had turned 

their arms towards America, and planted in Bra- 

fil, that valuable qolony, of which they ftill retain 

pofleffion. 

Don Sebtf. JoH N the third, the laft of thofe great kings un- 
^'^ der whofe government the Portuguefe performed 
fuch mighty atchievements, died feveral years be- 
fore the prefent period, leaving his throne to Se- 
baftian, his grandfon, who was then only three 
years old. This yoimg prince gave early indica- 
tions of many fplcndid accompliflimcnts, which 
excited in the minds of the Porti^uefe the moft 
fanguine hopes of a profperous and happy reign; 
but unfortunately for himfelf, as well as for his 
people, he was animated with the moft chimerical 
ambition, which led him not to imitate the ex- 
ample of his illuftrious anceftors, by ftudying to 
promote the true happinefs of his fubjefts, but 
prompted him to extend his dominions, in order 
to propagate the Romilh faith. 

Hitrwrnntic This paiTion was cheri(hed in him by Don 
ambiOoo. Alcxis dc Mcnczcs, his governor, and Lewis de 
Camarra, a jefuit, his tutor or inftruftor •, the for- 
mer of whom was perj)etually celebrating the 
praifes of his predeceffors, on account of their 
viftories over the Moors in Africa and the Indies; 
while the latter imprefled his young mind with a 
perfuafion, that it was the firft duty of a Chriftian 
king, and the moft acceptable fervice which he 
could perform to the Deity, to extend the know- 
ledge of the true religion. By thefe means, his 
ambition was inflamed to a degree of madnefs ; 
and, in order to accomplifh that defign which ap- 
peared fo meritorious and honourable, he once re- 
folved to fail with a fleet and army to India; nor 
could his courtiers perfuade him to relinquifh that 
romantic projedt, till they propofed that, in place 

of 
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of it, he (hould undertake an expedition againft Booc 
the Mahometans in Africa. From this enterprife y_^^J^ 
likewife his wifeft covinfellors laboured with much ,575. 
folicitude to divert him ; but their exhortations 
proved ineffedlual. Sebaftian adhered to his pur- 
pofc with inflexible obftinacy, and exerted him- 
felf with ^eat adtivity, in making preparations 
for carrying it into execution. 

In the midft of thefe preparations an opportu- state <f 
nity prefented itfelf, which he confidered as a de-*******^ 
claration of Heaven in fijivour of his defign. On 
the death of Abdalla, king of Morocco, liis fon, 
Muley Mahomet, had fcized upon the crown, in 
contradidtion to an eftabiilhed law of fucceflion, 
that the kingdom fliall devolve to the brother of 
the deceafed king. A civil war enfued, and Ma- 
homet, after having loft feveral pitched battles, 
was compelled to leave his uncle, Muiey-Moluc, 
a prince of great abilities and virtues, in pofleffioa 
or the thrc3^e. After attempting in vain to en- 
gage Philip to efpoufe hiscaufe, Mahomet applied 
to Sebaftian, and offered, if he would reinftate 
him in his dominions, to put certain towns into 
his hands, and to hcoomc tributary to the crown 
of Portugal. 

Sebastian liftened to thefe offers with the Sebtmw «- 
utmoft pleafure, and readily ^igaged to pafs ovcr^y^l'i^^' 
himfelf to Africa with a fleet and army. wcco. 

To enable him to fulfil this engagement, he fo- 
licited afliftance in troops^irom his uncle the king 
of Spain, from fom'e Italian powers, and (which 
fhews how anxious he was to infure fuccefs) from 
the prince of Orange. 

In anfwer to the application which he made to 
Philip, that monarch propofed an interview with 
him, in the town of Guadaloupe in Caftile. Se- 
baftian agreed to this prcJpofal ; and the Spanifli 
hiftorians relate, that, in the interview which was 

held 
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thebti^imiiofitof Atmmer 1571?^ and Idtidcid them B (n» k 
M iafc flt /Vrziic tttid Turrgieri, whi^re he wa^ i_ili_| 
Joined by MjlujFnet, the exiled kingj wichi bwJy ,^„ 

Mti L£T-MoLuc, hnvin^ received tarly 'nrel-j^,„. 
lipfeiiCE of his dciign, haJ endeavoLired to divert Hdut 
h™ from ft, by ^iiTfTrnff him t:errain tcrriroriea 
jdfucent to thrft 1c3-toaft towns in Africa wfiitrh 
bclorigdd to ihc ttown of PoriLigaJ, This htn^ic 
prince lind tK*ii the more fotidtotts to prevtnl 
ScbeLtliaii^$ iiivafion, bccoufe he laboured under 
tn invetcraw difcafr, which he believed would 
foon f^Jve mortd ^ nnd he wns dedroiu to Itave 
hit dordmons in pmcc to his brother^ wlnr^m he 
confidered as his rigJuful Iteir* Bm when he 
foLtnd Ssb^ninn dcnf to his propofal, he hiid c^- 
trtod iU Ilia nrtli^^c vigour in prtpsring for hid 
defifTTce^ ^nd hud ilmwci i:o(*<?th(?f un army iron- 
fiAiiig of more than fjjciy rhouliind horiband foot, 

^'"iTH thii ftriTiy he advanced townndB the 
^emy^ and when lie hsd arrived \('ithin ii few 
milea M their cumpi 0? he doubted the fideliiy of 
a r*art of his troops who had furmerly been at- 
ladied to the inttrcfl: of his nephew, he pubtiflicd 
a pro^limaLionn giving liberty to all, who Hioiild 
incime^ vo pafn over to the Porcugucfe. hnt few 
of tlK:m tmhfuced ttiii oppominlty whii:!i wju 
oflf^red them. Hh magninimfty^ and other vir- 
tue?^ had oK^ercome their a^tacliment toMdhotnei:, 
aztd determined them fniiJifully to fupport thdr 
pnef^nt lovcrtign* 

S^BAsTtAH was otimeftlv entreated by hisjj?"^*^^" 
tnoit expciitnLJud officers, and by Mahomet, who 
\ei^ gready difcciUf^gcd uticein^fo fmajl a dder- 
tktnTrumhifl uncJe's cirmy, to koep \VFt]]in his rn- 
trenchmentSt ^icar iht ica-toall^ and not 10 Kxptife 
hif troops ro the tUk of a bsttJe ^ but [hitLobflii- 
lUife, imprudent prfncc rtjeti^ed with difdain this 
whoiefomc cciunfelj btfdmfe he thought that it fo- 
voLtred of timidity^ ^(id not only led out his army 

from 
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boiJi wings^ hiid inclofed thft enemy on every Boo* 
nasriLT^ iiTimediatcly after whidi, they attHcktd ^_^yi:__^ 
than on the flinki, and in the rear, whUc they ^T^^ 
were pkitfulng (he advanta^ which they had 
gained over me Moorilh infantry, By the For- 
tuigyefe horie» tt hody of the Moors \vertrepuHcdi, 
and driven tcn*mrds the place co which Ml^Iiic had 
Tciircd, F\rcd *iTh indignation at ihc fLght, he 
thnerw himielf out of his litt«^ and having got on 
hcrfebsckj by the aflillancc of iiiis atEetidiintJ, lie 
fullied his flymg tmnpa, and wfl5 abijut [o lead 
them bflck to the field of bAltlc. But by this 
excrCTon the rmalJ rcmiins of his fUungth wcr* 
entirely rjilmurted. His officers {feeing him unable 
TO fuppoft himfelf on his horfc, c&rried Mm ttj 
his Utter, where he fjiiiited, and only recovered to 
deJiTc ihar thofe abcmt him would kcqi his death otwth rf 
fecret, till the brittle (hodd be decided; imniL'' *'"'*J'"***" 
diatdy afta which, pmtirtg hLa tijiger on his 
tnoutb, as a Further injunition of ieciecy, he ex- 
pire dL 

A Mi^RE Jlriking dlfpldy of fbeni^Lh of mind hh i;hine* 
occura n'>t in the annals of hiflory^ Mduc W3i'"* 
beAdes enJued with every fln^inble and refpeeiable 
!iec<:jmph(bmcn^ being no lefs conipicuotia for 
jufticeA[id {^enerafiEy, and (whii^harer^Liecndavv- 
men 15 in a nati^^tof Africa) jntrgrity nnd candour, 
th»o for prifdenct, vigour, inEignanimityf and 
fonitudf. By hia bravery and condufl he deli- 
vaed his kingdom from the oppreflltm of a ty- 
Tannic^] ufarpcr^ and if he liad lived ^ he woul-i 
havt ndvinccd it tn a degree of profpcrity and 
glnry to which it has nevi:r attained. 

Hta troops remained und^ a pcrfuELnon, that 
he wati flill a wimcfs of thck behavifuir. Greac 
numbers of them feh. The PorruyucLcj thf Spa- 
niards, and Germans, fought with the mort un- 
daunted imrepidity ^ but the horfe being driven 
upon tbft f*iot, broke iheir ranks, and ih^vf them 
intd [:onfLiiiQiD. The Moijrifh c:avalry then prcifed 

forward 
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lion, wben thty are noi Tejnpcrcd wiih prudence a*Jo« 

uoops ivi^e kiltedi and *Ui the rtfl.^ except i fc^ ~'_~ 
u-ho efcapcd to Arailc and Tar^gjcri, v^crt «- 
diiccd tG ilrtvtiry. Of the lujbiiily, ihe oreattJt 
pMrt. wtreJliiJn j (Uid I'uvcraJ of liie moft iHuHriouB 
ikmiiica in Pmtugid biicamc citinit ^- , 

Dot* Hemut, grand uride of Scbartisn, a tJr- ciu/r iWr, 
diiwl J^d A prieit, fucceedcd ta thethmne- btil p^i 
bcingof awtak and furiily conftitmbn^ and fni' 
advanced in jcora^ there M^as liulc prntxabitit^, d- 
tlicf ihitE he iLVtJuld li^'c bng, or thai he wotJJ 
leave any ilTuc bi^hind him : etnd h\E iliorL feign 
fcrvcd ttidy lu give ihe levcfal prelendtrs Lcj hh 
kiit^dam an opporluniiy of prcpaimg to alTtn 
ificir claims to tlie fuctBtlKinn 

T«t Ciodidales were (even m number: ThtohriiiiH 
didchefsof Braganaci, thekingof 3piin, ihc Jiifct;^,^' ^"^^ 
of Savoy, Don Anlatib priiiMf oT Cmlu, ihc duke 
ufPiirnaa, CflUicrineQf Medicis, and the foverc^igu 
pgatitT 

The four firft were i^nd-chitdrer] of E;rianucl 
ific GrcaT^ fathcf qf Henry, Tlic dutch^iiii of 
Bnigan^ was diupliltr of prLucc EdwLud, Ema- 
Tiu^:> Iccond Ion ; Philip wg* Ton of ihc ^ntpucin 
t^bcla, bts tidcft d4iijghteT^ the dukcof Savdy, 
tif Sir.Krbt hii ytmnger d^ntihicf i and Don An- 
totlio wu* 4 natural fbn i>f Lewl^, who Wiis :t 
Vyungftj- foil of EoianuteU ^^J broths id \hc pre- 
terit kinp;. ThcMJuke uf Pa^ ma was jrtal gr^ind- 
fun of tminuet, bv u du lighter or the above- 
mmtiijnfd prince Ed w aid. The qu^n-moth^tf 
flf Pr*ificc; founded h^t ti;iirTT pn htT fuppofcd dJi^ 
ftml from AJphcnffl HI. who dii;d flbgiit thrttr 
hundred jcaJi btifiire the prefent period; and 
(be pope pretended tlitit PcTiug^i] was rcudauiry 
^ the iceofRjomc, and liehingLd tti him* Gnce 
Vol. it. G ^ fin; 

t^iC tth efbpc [ anJiJauirr, MiiJ[?y-.Mcituc'i bpOclhfl/iJtCtftltJ 
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Philip's agents at the court of Lifbon allowed, B o o c 
that if the dutchefs of Braganza's father had been ^^1: . 
alive, his title would have teen indifputable ; but ,5^0 
they maintained,that fincehehad died without attain- PhiUp'* tiUe 
ing poffeflion of the throne, nothing but the degree 
of confanguinity to Emanuel ought to be regarded ; 
and that as the dutchefs and he were equal in that 
refpedl, the preference was due to a male before 
a female. And they farther infilled, that the 
law which excludes llrangers from inheriting the 
crown, was not applicable to bim^ fince Portugal 
had formerly belonged to the kings of Caftile. 

Besides thefe confiderations, which had very 
little weight, except with thofe who were for other 
reafons inclined to efpoufe Philip's intereft, the 
duke de Ofluna, his ambaffador, endeavoured to 
imprefs the fcrupulo\is and timid mind of Henry 
with a perfuafion, that^ in oppofition to fo pow- 
erful a competitor as the king of Spain, it would 
be impoffible for the duke of Braganza to main* 
tain poffeflion of the throne ; and that the fruits 
of all the glorious difcoveries and conquells which 
had been made by his father and brother would 
be loft, and the kingdom itfelf involved in the 
calamities of war. 

Henry's defire to prevent thefe unhappy con- Don Henry 

- , . J*. . J T V difcufles the 

fequences, determmed him to« proceed with great ciaima of the 
deliberation in examining the pleas of the con- competiiort. 
tending parties. He confulted civilians in differ- 
ent parts of Europe, and called a convention of 
the States of the kingdom, to give him their opi- 
nion with refpedl to the meafures proper to be 
purfued. The members of the convention dif- 
fered widely in their fentiments from each other, 
and while fome of them advifed him, without de- 
lay, to nominate for his fucceffor whichfoever of 
the competitors he thought fit, others exhorted 
him deliberately to examine the feveral claims 
that had been offered. In compliance with this 
laft advice the candidates were cited to appear j 

G 2 and . 
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and they all fent commiflioners, who pleaded the 
^ _, caufe of the princes whom they reprelented, be- 
1 579. fof^ Henry, as they would have pleaded any or- 
Hcnry'Bde- dinary point of right before a civil judge. 

liberations. 

This extraordinary trial, in which fo great at- 
tention feemed to be paid to juftice, was fuited to 
the feeble and irrefolute charadter, as well as to the 
habits of the king, who had ft>ent his life in lift- 
ening to the idle difputes or theologians. But 
his conduct was feverely cenfured by all men of 
prudence and underftanding. They confidered 
that the fate of kingdoms can almoft never be 
decided by the forms or principles of law ; and 
they regarded this farcical trial, not only as ufe- 
lefs for the purpofe which was intended, but as 
calculated to divide the kingdom into fadlions, 
which mull fooner or later produce a civil war. 

His impru- He ought in the beginriing, it was faid, to have 
**'""• declared himfelf in favour of the dutchefs of Bra- 
ganza, whofe right, according to the moft com- 
mon and obvious law of fucceflion, was unquef- 
tionable ; and who, befides, was much more ac- 
ceptable to the nation, than any other of the can- 
didates. He ought, after this, to have caufed her 
right to be recognifed by the convention of the 
States, who would cheerfully have confented to 
acknowledge it; fie ought to have required an 
oath of allegiance to her, in the event of his own 
demife, from the army, and all perfons in public 
offices ; and then, inilead of loimg his valuable 
time in confulting and deliberating, he ought to 
have employed it, in putting the kingdom into a 
pofture of defence againft the king of Spain. 

But Henry was incapable of forming any refo- 
lution that required fo much courage, vigour, and 
adtivity. He was no lefs attached to the dutchefs 
of Braganza, and no lefs averfe from Philip, than 
his nobility and people ; yet he ftill continued to 
hefitate between them with as much deliberation 
as if he had expided to live Hmm^&^h 

In 
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In order to txu'xAZc himieif hem this perplex- ?> o o k 
ity, Henrv began to thiixk renouily of a piop ul, ^^^- ^ 
which had been made to him by ibme ct" l.is^' ^^^ 
counlellois, to many; and accordirigly, n.^twith- ^ ^' 
Handing his great age, his :nri.n:i:.es, and }:»s 
having borne To long ihe character ot a prtll, he 
fent an arabjifador to iblicit a ciu^niarion from 
the pope. There was H:tle pro'^^b'.llry of his 
Hving to fulril his intention, and much lefs ot his 
leaving anv ifiue behind him ; yet Philip, being 
greatly alarmed at his dcfign, fent Ferdinand de 
Cafleilo, a Dominican friar, to d ifuade him f.om 
it, bv reminding him of the onVnce which his 
marriage would give to all true catholics, and the 
triumph it would afford to the Lutherans, and 
other Vedlaiies of the age : and when Henrv re futcd 
to admit Cafteilo to an audience, a circumuance 
that furnillied Phif:p with a ftr^nger projf of 
Henry's alienation from him, than anv v, hich he 
had hitherto received, he employed all h.is intereil 
at Rome, to prevent the pope from granting the 
difpenfation. 

In the mean time he fpared no pa'ns to cone*- ?«••-> m*- 
liale the fiivour of the principal nobii'iy ; r.nd"'-^-'^ 
having fpread his emillaries over the kin?; Join, 
he publilhed a mamfefto, in viridicativjn of liis 
title, calling upon the people to tv.rn their eyes 
towards /;//;:, as the only pcnbn who v/oiiid have 
a right to the throne after the deccafe of the pre- 
fent king. This manifefto, while it incr.'.fcd 
Henry more tlian ever againil him, ferved in n*:) 
degree thepurpofe for v»hich it was cji'igiiTd. 
The Portuguefe entertained the tlioughis of fall- 
ing under the dominion of the Caftillans with an 
hereditary and violent averfion ; and there was 
notliing in t!ie character of Philip by whicli thcii* 
prejudice could be overcome. ^ 

If Henry had availed himfelf of this difpv-)fitiv">n 
of his fubjeds, and acknowledged the datw^h-^i^ 
of Braganza for his fucceifor, alm')fl tlva \\\\n\^ 
kingdom would liave Ci)ncurred to fu- p w^bl/iGoogle 
claim-, and fo great a force might base h '.•> 

p.-:-; '. :, 
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Book prepared, as, with the affiftaftce of foreign powers, 
^^^' ^ would have either determined Philip to abandon 
>579' ^^ defign, or have prevented him from carrying 
it into execution. But as the duke and dutchefs 
of Braganza were deterred from exerting them- 
felves, by their dread of Philip, and the weak 
irrefolute condudk of the king; fo Henry ftill 
flattered himfelf with the vain conceit, that Philip, 
as well as the other competitors, would fubmit to 
his decifion. 

Don Antonio TowARDS his ncphcw, Hcury aded with 
giUmitc/'^ niucl^ Icfs hefitation and referve, than towards 
the other candidates. Having obtained a bull 
from the pope, empowering him to judge of An- 
tonio's claim to legitimacy, he examined the wit- 
nefles whom Antonio produced to prove his mo- 
ther's marriage ; and, having extorted from two 
of them aconfeffion of their having been fuborned, 
while the other two contradidted each other in 
delivering their evidence, Henry, on this founda- 
tion, joined with the circumftance of the prior's 
being mentioned by his father in his latter will as 
his natural fon, paffed fentence, declaring him to 
be illegitimate. 

Antonio had influence afterwards to perfuade 
the pope to recall his bull, on the pretence of the 
king's having exceeded his powers. By this treat- 
ment Henry was highly exafperated both againft 
the pope and Don Antonio ; and he indulged his 
refentment againft the latter, by banilhing him 
firft from the court, and afterwards from the 
kingdom. In obedience to this fentence, An- 
tonio retired for fome time into Caftile ; but he 
loon returned, and found, that his uncle's conduft 
towards him had not produced that effect upon 
the people which Henry had expeded. Their 
attachment to the prior remained as ftrong as 
ever-, and, as no pains were taken to form a party 
in the intereft of the dutchefs of Bragnnza, great 
inimbers of the people were entirely devoted to 
him, and regarded him as their only refource 
againft the tyranny of Spain. 

From 
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In the midft of their deliberations and difputes 

_ I the king died, leaving the nomination of his fuc- 

1 580. ceflbr to five perfons, to whom he committed the 
Death cf recency of the kingdom. 

Henry, Jan. o y o 

31*, 1580. y^^ gj,^ ^^ ^f ^}^g adminiftration of the regents 
was to lend ambaffadors to Philip, to diffuade him 
from having recourfe. to arms, till, according to 
the will of the late king, they fliould deliver their 
judgment concerning his right to the fucceflion. 
But to this requeft, Philip, whofe preparations were 
now complete, gave the following reply : '* That 
his right was clear and indifputable -, that he would 
not fubmit it either to the regents, or to the States, 
and that he did not defire to have any judgment 
whatever palled in confirmation of it," 

By this anfwer the regents were thrown into 
great perplexity. A majority of them Hood well 
alFedted towards Philip, but they were prevented 
from declaring in his favour, by their dread of the 
indignation of the people, and were obliged toiflue 
orders for equipping the fleet, and ftrengthening 
the fortifications and garrifons of the frontier 
towns. But the great exertion which had been 
made lately by Sebaflian, and the exhaufted ftate 
to which the kingdom had been reduced, by the 
numberlefs expeditions to India and America, from 
which no fruit had been yet derived, fufficient to 
'compenfate either for the expence v/hich they had 
coft, or the lofs of men which they had occafioned, 
rendered it impoffible for the regents, if they had 
been ever fo much inclined, to fecure the kingdom 
againll fo great a force as the Spanirti monarch 
had prepared. 

Philip's fleet His army, including four thoufand pioneers, 
andwmy. jj^iounted to thirty-fivc thoufand men, and his 
fleet confifted of thirty men of war, feventeen fri- 
gates, and feventy gallies and fliips of burden load- 
ed with provifions and military ftores. It was 

not 
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to employ their interceffion iu his behalf; but all 
^^^^^ his applications for forgivenefs had hitherto been 
7?8o^ ineffedtual, and he had remained almoft two v ears 
io confinement. This feverity, exercifed, for fo 
fmall an offence, towarcjs an old friend and fer- 
vant, in the decline of life, was by fome afcribed 
to Philip's imperious temper, and Ws implacable 
refentment ; whilft others faid, that he had been 
long difgufted with Alva's arrogance ; aiKl that the 
duke*s conduct in the affair of nis fon, was only a 
pretence which Philip made ufe of, to juftify him- 
felf for difmilfing from his prefence a man whofe 
temper and manners were become intolerable. 

To whichfoever of thefe motives Philip's treat- 
ment of Alva could be afcribed, it was expefted, 
that neither his pride, nor his natural fufpicion and 
diftruft, would have fuffered him to commit the 
charge of an enterprife of fo great importance as 
the prefent, to one towards whom he had fhewn 
himfelf fo inexorable ; and it excited great fur- 
prife, when he fent two of his fecretaries to the 
duke, to inquire whether his health would permit 
him to undertake the command of the army 
which he had prepared for the conqueft of Por- 
tugal. To this inquiry, Alva, without hefitation, 
replied, that he was ready to devote the little 
health and ftrength that were left him to the fer- 
vice of the kin^, and immediately afterwards he 
fet out for Barajas to receive his inftruAions. He 
defired liberty to pay his refpedts to Philip at 
Madrid. But fo ungracious was this prince even 
towards fuch of his minifters as he elteemed the 
moft, and fo incapable of entirely forgiving any 
offerxe or injury, that he refufed to grant him ad- 
mittance into his prefence ; and, having tranfmit- 
ted his inftrudkions to him at Barajas, ne ordered 
him to join the army as foon as poflible. Thofe 
who remembered the barbarous cruelty which Alva 
had exercifcd in the Netherlands, were not forry 
for the mortification which he fuffered on the pre- 
fent occalion j but they could not with hold the 
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tribute dF applaufe which was due to Inam^ on ac- 
count of that inflexible fidelity fo becoming in a , 

fubja^t towards his fovereign^ which determined i^gg, 
him, in the extremity erf old age, to expofe him- 
felf to all the hazards and hardflxips of war^ in oc- 
der to advance the intereft <rf a prince by whom he 
had been treated fo ungratefully. 

From Barajas, Alva went, as foonashehadre-^*^^^^ 
ceived his inftru^tions, to join the troops, which J^. 
were aifembled at Badajox; and foon afterwards J""* ««««. 
he began his march towards Elvas and 0Iiven9a. 
Thefe, and all the other towns which lie north from 
the Tagus, as far as Setubal, on the weftern coaft, 
though extremely averfe to the Spanilh govern- 
ment, yet being utterly unprepared for reuftance, 
opened their gates, and proclaimed Philip for their 
fovereign. 

The marquis de Santa Croce, who had fet fail 
with the fleet from Port St. Mary, near Cadiz, 
found the fame facility in reducing Faro, Lagos, 
and other towns on the coaft of Algarva and An- 
tejo ; and he came in fight of Setubal, in a few 
days after the arrival of the land forces at that 
place. 

Hitherto almoft no blood had been fhed, and ^^^f^*^ 
neither the fleet nor army had met with any op- LmJ *"' 
pofition to retard their progrefs. The duke of 
Alva intended next to march without delay to the 
capital, but it was neceflary, he thought, to pro- 
ceed now with greater circumfpedlion than berore, 
as Don Antonio had drawn together a confiderable 
body of forces, had been admitted into Lifbon, 
where he was proclaimed king by the people, and 
had ftrengthened feveral of the towns and forts by 
v/hich the Spanifli army muft pafs in their ap- 
proach to that dty. 

Th REE ways of reaching Lifl>on v/ere propofed 
in a council of war that was held on this occafion. 

One 
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One of thefe was to crofs the Tagus, fome miles a- 
_ bove the city, at the towns of Almerin and Santaren ; 
^icioir' ^liother, to fend round the fleet lo Almada, and 
to put the troops on board at that place, which 
lies almoft diredtly oppofite to Lifbon j and the 
third, to carry the army round by fea from Setu- 
bal to Cafcaes. -The two firft of theJe ways were 
thought preferable to the laft, by moft of the 
officers, becaufe they were fafer ; ) et the laft w as 
embraced by the duke of Alva. He acknow- 
ledged the juftnefs of what his officers advanced 
in fupport of their opinion, but he obferved, that, 
as the fleet was at hand, the army could be imme- 
diately put on board ; that the paflage to Cafcaes 
was not long, and that, as the enemy were ill pre- 
pared for their defence, his fuccefs would be 
greatly facilitated by the celerity of his approach. 

Alva was not difeppointed in his expe^ation 
of the effeft which his fudden arrival was calcu- 
lated to produce upon the Portuguefe. They 
were drawn up along the fhore, as it they had in- 
tended to difpute his landing v but no fooner had 
the fliips begun to fire upon them, than they re- 
tired, and fuffered him to land, and put his men 
in order, without giving him the fmallcft molefta- 
tion. They might ftill have obliruded his approach 
to Cafcaes, as his road thither lay over a hill, de- 
fended with a battery of cannon, and full of rugged 
rocks and brambles, of which Don Diego de Me- 
ncfes, commander in chief of the Portuguefe under 
Don Antonio, had taken poflefllon with between 
three and four thoufand men. Alva ordered the 
Spaniards to attack them, without being deterred, 
either by the ftrength of the ground, or the num- 
ber of the enemy. An old experienced officer, cf 
the name of Bariettos, an intimate friend of Alva'?, 
afked him in a whil'per. Whether his attemptin:^, 
with fo little precaution, to diflodge an enemv \o 
ft:ronoly fituated, did not refemble the action <,! 
an ardent young warrior, rather than that of an 

ex])ericnavl 
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experienced general ? Alva fmiled, and replied, 
That a good general ought on fome occafions to 
employ the prudence and circumfpedtion of old 
age, and in others, the ardour and confidence of 
youth. The event (hewed that his condudt, though 
apparently rafh, was well adapted to the prefent 
circumftances. The Spaniards, infpired with their 
general's confidence, advanced boldly, and the 
Portuguefe (almoit all of whom were raw and 
iindhciplined) retreated, without wailing for their 
approach. 

Alva laid fiege immediately afterwards to the 
town and caftle of Cafcaes, and by the brifknefs 
of his operations he foon compelled the garrifon 
to furrender. But on this occafion he fullied that 
renown which his wifdom and vigour would have 
procured him, by the cruelty which he exercifed 
towards fuch of the Portuguefe as had thrown 
themfelves upon his mercy. In violation of his 
promife to Don Antonio de Callro, lord of Cafcaes, 
\\ ho had joined him upon his firft arrival in the 
kingdom, he gave up the town to be plundered 
by the Spaniards, and having fent all the foldiers 
in the garrifon to the gallics, he put to death, with- 
out any form of trial, Don Diego de Menefes, a 
nobleman of an illuftrious family, and one who, on 
account of his perfonal merit, was univerfally re- 
f[)e(fled and beloved. To this barbarity Alva was 
prompted by private refentment againft Menefes **; 
although, it may beprefumed, that he would not 
have ventured to indulge it on the prefent occafion, 
if he had not known that his condud was conform- 
able to the fentiments of the king. It was calcu- 
lated to infpire the Portuguefe with terror, but it 
Icrved likewife more than ever to alienate their 
aiTe(!:\ions ; and confidering how much fuperior 
the Spanifh fleet and army were to any force 
which had been prepared to oppofe them, it could 
not be coloured with the tyrant's ordinary plea of 
neceflity. ^ 

From 
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From the town of Cafcaes, Alva led Ws army 
againft the forts of St. John and Belen, both 
It 80. ^ Wch he foon reduced to the neceffity of furrender- 
ing ; and being feconded in, his operations by the 
fleet, the example of thefe places was quickly fol- 
lowed by Almada, and almoft all the other fortified 
places on both fides of the river. 

i>oo Antonio DuRiNG thefc tranfaftions Don Antonio, after 
. having, from a confcioufnefs of the weaknefe of 
his party, eflayed in vain to obtain advantageous 
terms from Philip, had pitched his camp, with all 
rfie forces which he could colledt, on the eaft fide 
of the river of Alcantara, on the road toLi(bon. 

Alva amufed him for feveral days with the 
hopes of an accommodation, in order to afford 
time for the operation of a fpirit of defpondency 
that prevailed in Antonio's army. Meanwhile he 
omitted not to procure the. mod accurate infor- 
mation concerning the fituation and flrength of 
his camp; and, on the 25th of Auguft, he re- 
folved to attack it. Before he could approach the 
entrenchments, it was neceffary that ne fhould 
make himfelf mailer of the bridge of Alcantara, 
or lead his army to a coniiderable diftance up the 
river, the banks of which were fo fteep and rugged, 
as rendered it impoiTible to tranfport either norfe 
or foot in fight of the enemy. Having drawn 
up his main army in order of battle, direftly op- 
pofite to the Portuguefe camp, he fent the horfe 
i under his fon Ferdinand de Toledo, and two 
thoufand feledt infantry, under Sancio d'Avila, to 
crofs the river feveral miles higher, where the 
banks were pradticable, whilft he ordered Colonna, 
with the Italians, to make an aflault upon the 
bridge. 

Colonna's troops were twice repulfed, but in 
the third onfet, being fupported by a body of 
Germans, which the duke fent to their affiflance, 

they 
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tHcy drove the P[>rtijgkiere before thetn, attd Te- 
cur'cd pofl'effion of ihc bridge, 

ScrO!j arr^rwards Tolcdc and d^Avib appeared, i- 
TficP'-'Ftuguere^ ailoniHied ut ihe Cghr ot ihcm^ 
and drrading (lor tlitfr commtinicattnn v^ith tht* 
cirv iTifghl be intciiLcpted, tliKVf down their irms 
afrtra flmtt refifrjincc, and bctoijlt titemHcivrs tg 
flight. Tfic SpLiniLirds purltied^ lUid Jlcvt bctwc^R 
two HRd three iboulliiid before chej Lunld Kich. 

DcTT AffTOKiq, >i'ho difplaytd on t^iis cuoqiicn 
irtirlKx fdrcnijde nor conduct had fled with fna 
troops to Lift in. Thcne h^ knew that he cnuWi 
not iong remain in faftrty^ as, be fides llie iafufli- 
fientry of the fortificalions, (be miigirt:ratcsj ajiJ 
fUAny of the inhabiiancs, were diraifcCtcd to his 
inttr^ft; and ihtrttort, immediately after rcleaf- 
iDg all the pri Joiners m the city (a pfwr expedient 
tit rcoiiit hla ruined arm} ) be (et out, a»?rndqd by 
thcr-jiint de Mmiofo, tind thebrftinprjrJaGujrda^ 
tA'o *jf big moft ae^lotis fnend^ and ^jortizans, with 
a fmaJI n amber of f/oops, fcir tfie to^vn of Santaren. 

The md^ftraie?] of Lllbon did not befitatt n 
oiDmeiit m rcfoking to Itibmit to the LonquffrOr, 
And iht: town wcvs, irnnaedTately afrcr tl)f battlt, 
deJivcrcd into his hands. Tht Portugucfe fleet 
at the f^mt time flruck. ihcir colour-: to the maj-- * 
(]uji d-: Santa Croce, and rrceived fudi a niinibpr 
rif hlsCuflilians rjn boatdasgave bim the entire 
convrjand. 

It *ti» no*' bcdorTK Pbltp^ intereH to provide cnnj (.™t^ 
for th* f«scuritv of Lilbofi an^i hs fuburba, «i much ^^^^ J^* 
U fcJi lliat of Biiy of hrt lowna m Spipn ^ and ' "^ 
Alva fn far fulfilled his enpagemcnt w'?rh the tna- 
pi^rjtrs, (L5 To prt^ent uny frjjfnidahte nambef 
gf lib (rcTops ffom tntejlng the Vj^n-^ but he gave 
Dp Ihf fubufbs (^hich were at thit tictw; no kd 
Lon£derabi£ 
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confiderable than the town itfclf *) to be ranfacked 
^ _p and plundered, without making any diftindtion 
1580. between the friends and enemies of the king. 
He fufFered them likewife to pillage the houfes of 
fuchof the inhabitants within the town as haddif- 
covered any attachment to Don Antonio, and he 
allowed parties to go out and plunder all the 
country and villages in the neighbourhood. A 
Spanifh hiftorian fays, that the foldiers committed 
thefe enormities without the duke*s permiffion, 
yet no puniftiment was ever inflidted on them, and 
no reftitution was ever made to the many thoufand 
innocent perfons, who were involved in the fame 
common ruin with the guilty. 

After a condudl fo barbarous and impolitic, 
there was little reafon to expedt that the people of 
Lifbon would be able foon to overcome their aver- 
fion to the Spanifh government. From their 
dread of Alva's tyranny they took the oath of 
allegiance which was prefcribed to them; and, 
from the fame motive, they witnefled thofe public 
rejoicings which he appointed to be celebrated on 
account of his fuccefs ; but being unable to con- 
ceal the anguifli of their minds, the acclamations 
which they uttered were feeble and languid, and in- 
termixed witlj fighs and groans. 

The duke of Alva's joy, foon after his entrance 
into Lilbon, was interrupted by intelligence which 
he received from Spain, that Philip had fallen fick, 
and that his phyficians were extremely apprehen- 
five of the iffue of his diftemper. Alva knew 
that the king's death, at this crifis, would proba- 
bly render all his labours and fuccefs in Portugal 
abortive, and therefore he fufpended for a while 
the profecution of the war. 

Sti^ Jrf^' ^^ *^^ interval Don Antonio exerted himfelf 
D^'otonio with great adtivity, and employed every expedient 

which 
• Thuanus, c. Ixx. c x. 
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which he or his partizans could devife to raife ano- B o o » 
ther army, flattering himfelf with the hope of be-, *^'* 
ing able to maintain his ground, till the French, or 
fome other foreign power Ihould be perfuaded to 
efpoufe his caufe. In the town of Santaren he had 
lately been received by the people as their only 
rightful fovereign, and every mark of afFeftion and 
refpedl had been (hewn him 5 yet fo great a change 
had his defeat and flight produced, that they re- 
fufed to admit him witnin the towti, till he engag- 
ed that he ftiould fiot remain in it beyond a limit- 
ed time; and, immediately after his departure, 
they fent atnbafladors to thfe duke of Alva, with 
an offer of fubmiflion^ 

From Santaren Antonio direfted his courfe 
northwards, and in the province which lies between 
the Minho and Douro, he prevailed upon eight or 
nine thoufand of the inhabitants to take up arms. 
With thcfe tumultuary troops he procured admit- 
tance, partly by force and pardy by perfuafion, 
firft into Avelro, and afterwards into the city of 
Oporto ; but in both thcfe places he exercifcd a 
degree of feverity towards thofe whom he fufpedt- 
ed to be his enemies, that was extremely ill calcu- 
lated to increafe the number of his friends. 

He remained at Oporto till he was informed that 
the duke of Alva, being delivered from his anxiety 
with regard to the king's health, had fent a part 
of his forces againft Wni, under Sancio P'Avila, 
who was advancing towards the banks of the Dou- 
ro with great rapidity. D'Avila had unAer his 
comniand only five or fix thoufand horfe and foot, 
and Antonio's army confifted of about nine thou- 
fand i but from pad experience, the latter was 
deeply fenfible of the difference between his un- 
difciplined forces and thofe of d' Avila, and he was 
well acquainted with the charatler of th^t general; 
who, in the Netherlands, and other places, had 
given the mofl: confpicuous proofs of military (kill 
and intrepidity. His fafety he knew depended on 

Vol. II. H ogtizel^K^oogle 
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B o o X his preventing the Spaniards from crofling the 
^y^l^ Douro^ which, for many miles above Oporto, was 
15S0. f^ deep and rapid, that without boats they could 
not attempt to pafs it. He exerted himfelf there- 
fore with diligence in removing the boats and barks 
from the fouth fide of the river, and planted his 
troops at different places on the north fide, to 
watch tlie motions of the enemy. 

Progrefs of J^ the mean time d^Avila advanced, and took 
L^i^^crdTvtpofleffionof Villanova, a little town which (lands 
i«. oppofite to Oporto. From that place he fent a 

party of his troops in fearch of boats; who return- 
ed without fuccefs : but d*Avila beiilg refolved to 
omit nothing in his power to accomplifli his defign^ 
fent them' back with orders to purfue their march 
a great way further up the river, which they did 
accordingly, and coflefted about twenty boats, 
from places at fo great a diftance from Oporto, 
that Antonio had judged it unijeceflary to remove 
them. Still, however, moft of the Spanifli of- 
ficers thought it impracticable to effeftuate their 
paflage with fo fmall a number ; and it was impof- 
lible to bring them down the river, by reafon of 
certain armed vcffels whidi Antonio kept ready 
to intercept them, To remedy this inconvenience, 
d' Avila ordered a part of his troops to march up to 
the place where the boats lay, and there he tranf- 
ported them, without oppofition, to the oppofite 
fide. Thefe troops bad time to intrench them- 
felves, before the enemy received intelligence of 
their ^nding ; and, under the (helter of their in- 
trenchments, the reft of the forces were immedi- 
ately carried over in the fame way. 

D^Anio- This unexpefted fuccefs in the beginning of 
nJoT ^^ his enterprife, cave d'Avila the higheft afllirance 
of victory, and demonftrated how little reafon he 
had to dread the efforts of an enemy, who, on fo 
critical an occafion, had (hewn themfelves fo defi- 
cient both in courage and vigilance. Tlieir con- 
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duift aftctwflrdB whj; rLicli is l^lfit^ ncgllgftCKC and B c jt 
cowardice, in jjermiiting iIk SpaiiiarHs to bind 3H^_i!Xi_^ 
l"ma]l bodies, one iFter anutli^jr, gave /caJ'tMUu ex- ^^E^ 
ptcl. D'Avila droiT^thtm bej"q?nc lunj, lUI^ with 
ver\- liTlic WoodAurd, Hif^y were cntiidy routed 
stiddiJ pitted This; attli^^e general loft no lime in 
fe.[\dki% a party xif liorfe in piiFfnil of Don Anto- 
nio, wLihad fltd, Bccompanted by a fmall num- 
ber of hii piirLiioiui, 10 Vj&na, a town tjn the Ua- 
cuAjEt near the narthem fmnlLcr uf the kingdom. 
Upon tlifi approach cf the Spaniaitkio^biipiftri;^ 
he aitemptHi lo ra^e hip eltiijic by Ci^ but wsw 
dfivtn back by a virltiU ftorm, ^^hidl ovcrtcnik 
him foon after he had tjj>hiu:kcd. Ke tJieci dif- 
milTed hii attcndanJ-S ^"d, djfgiiitmg hln^lf in 
the drefa of i MiTifnon failor, dLjdedBitfeiM;chMf 
his puriutxa. Phih^j had leujiuie to hii fjavovuitc 
vcapon, a proi'trlptifjnT and q&rcd a regard (^ 
eighty thourand dutati^ to jiny per fun who i\\au[d 
deliver him intn his hands. ^Jotwilhdandrug this, 
fo great was the avcflicn of the l\>rtLiguerc ty- 
vvanJs the CaJlTliiQ ^overrunejit, or fvxdj rlieir av 
ladiment Ic^ Antoniu, tiiat no ptrfon ^va* tempted 
by ilie proffered tc^aid, eaijicr tofcizchim, or tck 
give infcirtnatioti of the pla« U hiarctvcal An- 
tonio remaineid in the coyntr>' between liie tAi^io 
and Douro fcorh N-jvptobertril Mav> iivlnjiiuint- 
times in the houfes of the nobility,^rtd i<imctfmes 
in monallcneiflnd donveln^fl, tiit Jic C^und an op- 
ponumiy of fioing by fc* to Fiam^. 

AFTtiLihedirpeifionofthcprior'5amty,HULtieEr.i!firLA' 
to^VT1tbclw^fnUleMi^houfl4X>OlU^Jope[lcdl]ldr|5^"^;'; 
Estes, and tubinaicd 10 The oinqucior, Tlifi fcgenta 
^ppointeJ by the late kijn^, had fame tunc ^forc 
declared LhflinieJveflfor PftUp 1 and the duk« t^f 
Eraii;s.n2a* who fetftjtd lo have dtfpaired fwm ihe 
bcEirinirg of bc-np; ahje to fiiTcrt hiii wife's title to 
the ihrttnt agamU fo potent an atiiagomfl, hflii 
liken the famr oath of hdeliry aiid alkgiflnte yUl 
Witi TMiiited f;om olhcri. 
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The colonies in America, Africa, and the Ih- 
. dies, which belonged to the crown of Portugal, 
1580. quickly followed the example of the mother* 
and of the cuuntry ; nor did Philip find employment for his 
arms in any part of the Portuguefe dominions but 
the Azores, where Antonio's agents had perfuad-- 
ed the people to proclaim him king. Some troops 
which were fent againft them under an officer of 
the name of Valdes, were defeated by the go- 
vernor of Angra. In the following year Antonio 
obtained from the court of France, a fleet of fixty 
fliips, with about fix thoufand troops, which he 
landed on one of the ifles called St. Michael ; bat 
the marquis of Santa Croce coming upon him with 
a fleet and army much fuperior to his, obtained a 
decifive vidtory over the French both by lea and 
land, and afterwards reduced all the inhabitants ta 
a ftate of entire fubjedtion and obedience ^ 

The fuctefs of PhiUp*s arras, and the gieat ac- 
ceflion of dominion which he had thereby acquir- 
ed, occafioned much anxiety to the neighbouring 
powers ; and excited in the Dutch and Flemings 
the moft alarming apprehenfions. They had with 
infinite difficulty withfl:ood his efforts, while he was 
employed in the purfuit of that plan of conqueft 
which he had now carried into execution ; and 
they feemed, at this time, to have mueh greater 
reafon than ever to dread that they fhould loon be 
obliged to fubmit to whatever terms of peace he 
(hould be pleafed to prefcribe. Yet, as will appear 
in the fequel, Philip's acquifition of the Portuguefe 
dominions in India ferved rather to expofe him to 
the aflaults of his revolted fubjedts, than to furniOi 
him with the means of fubduing them, and con- 
tributed more than any other event to that wealth 
and greatnefs which they afterwards attained «. 

THE 

' Antonio efcaped, and once more returned to France, and the 
marquis de Santa Croce treated all his French prifoners as piraieSy 
becaufe war had not been declared between France and Spain. 

t Thuani hift. fui temp, ioii, 1579-80. Cabrera, 1. nil Fe;« 
rerasy part xv. frc. 
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WHILE Philip's arms were employed in Boor 
fubduing the Portugucfe, the prince of ^^"' . 
Parma had little room for the exertion of that '"TcSo/ 
adtivity and enterprife by which he was fo emi- st»te of af- 
nently diftinguiflied. Having, according to his ^^"j^'^^, 
late agreement with the foumem provinces, dif- 
mifled his Spanifli and Italian forces, he had there- 
by weakened his army fo much, as to render it 
unable to keep the field. The States of thefe 
provinces h^d laboured in vain to fulfil their part 
of the agreement. Their finances were exhaufted, 
all their levies were carried on flowly, and their ca- 
valry were fo few in number, that they had been 
obliged to confent that Farnefe (houldVetain fome 
of the foreign horfe for his body-guard. 

It was fortunate for him, that at this junfture 
the confederates were in a fimilar ftate of weak- 
nefs. After the departure of their auxiliaries, only 
a fmall number of troops remained ; and, after 

the 
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the revolt of fo many of the nobility, and the 
^ death of the count de Boffut, which happened 
about this time, there was fcarcely a fingle officer, 
a native of the Netherlands, whom they could in- 
truit with the chifef command. Matthiad, a young 
man of no experience, bore the name, but was in-^ 
capable of difcharging the duties of governor. 
The whole weight of the adminiftration lay upon 
the prince of Orange, who was involved in an 
endlefs maze of the mod intricate political nego- 
cia^ions ; and without his continual prefence, ac- 
tivity, and vigilance, the weak frame of the con- 
federacy woi^Id quickly have fallen to pieces. 
William was therefore obliged to leave the direc- 
tion of military affairs to the count of Renneberg, 
La Noue, and Norris ; and although thefe men 
were not deficient either in fpirit and intrepidity, 
or in prudence and good conduft, yet they neither 
had forces fufficient to undertake any important 
enterprife, nor means to fupport fuch as were un- 
der theijr command \ 

The greatell part of Brabant and Flanders had 
acceded to the union of Utrecht ; but the ftrength 
of the confederacy was not proportioned to its ex- 
tent. The union of the feveral members was not 
fufficiently compaft, the adminiftration vvas not 
properly afcertaihed, and there was no common 
centre of power and authority eftabliflied. The 
troops were fcattered in fmall bodies throughout 
ttie provinces; no adequate provifion was made for 
iheir pay ; they liveo^at free quart ''^rs on the inha- 
bitants ; and, as luxury is the conftant attendant of 
licentioufnefs, the country was miferably opprefled 
and plundered, and the people reduced to an in- 
capacity of furniftiing the neceffary contributions 
and fupplies. In this fituation many perfons la- 
mented that they had not embraced the opportu- 
nity lately afforded them, qf making their peace 
wiih the king ; and they began to accufe the prince 

of 

« Bentivogllo, part ii. lib. i. 
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of Orange who had advifed them to reje£k the con- 
ditions that had been offered, of having preferred , 
his private intereft to that of the provinces. A fpi- ,550, 
rit of difcontent prevailed every where, except in 
Holland and Zealand, and it was generally believ- 
ed, that they muft foon either make their peace 
with the king of Spain, or eleft fome other fov^s- 
reign, who was able to deliver them from the ca- 
lamities with which they were overwhelmed. 

The prince of Orange was at this time in Ghent, Thecaufooi 
employed in quieting the difturbances above men- '**"'*^'^^*^*^ 
tioned. At the defire of the States he publifhed a 
vindication of his condudt, together with his fenti- 
ments concerning the caufes of that diftrefs in 
which the provinces were involved, and the means 
of their deliverance. As what he faid on this occa- 
fion, and fome weeks afterwards, in the aflembly 
of the States at Antwerp, contains an interefting 
view of the fituation of the Netherlands at the pre- 
fent period, it will not be improper to lay before 
the reader an abllraft of the principal particulars. 

He began with complaining of the injuftice of ^^xpiamedbr 

gc. 



thofe by whom he had been accufed of having con- orlng "**** 



tributed to render ineffcftual the late negociation 
of peace at Cologn. *' For no perfon in the Ne- 
therlands, he faid, had greater reafon than himfelf 
to wi(h for peace, fince without it he could never 
hope to obtain either the liberty of his fen, 
whom he had not feen for many years, or the re- 
covery of the many rich inheritances which he had 
loft^ or the power of pafling the remainder of his 
life, which pow began to decline, free from la- 
bour arid anxiety.. But while for thefe rcafons, 
joined with compafTion for the miferies of the 
people, no perfon could more ardently defire to 
have an end put to the war, he could not help 
regarding war, with all its calamities, as infinitely 
preferable to the proffered peace ^ by one article of 
V hich many hundred thoufands of the inhabitants 
would have been driven into exile ; and by ano- 
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thcr, all who remained, expofcd to the mercy of 
_ _. the Spaniards, without any fecurity either for their 
1580.. |i^rty or their lives, but the promifes of thofe by 
whom the moft folemn oaths had been often violat- 
ed. Thefe were not his fentiments only of the peace 
that had been offered, but the fentiments likewife 
of the States, and of all the fincere friends of their 
country ; nor could that detraction and calumny in 
which many perfons had of late indulged them- 
felves, be afcribed to any other caufe, but the fe- 
cret machinations of thofe, who, from felfi(h 
views, were defirous of reducing the Netherlands 
under the Spanifti yoke ? 

" There was much ground, he acknowledged, 
for complaining of the irregularities of which the 
troops had been guilty in fome of the provinces ; 
but nothing could be more unjuft than to throw the 
blame on thofe who were entrufted with die reins 
of government. The governors of ftates ought 
to be judged of fometimes by the orders which 
they iffued, and not by the fuccefs with which 
their meafurcs were accompanied ; for what could 
it avail to interpofe their authority, when they 
wanted power to enforce obedience ? The difregard 
fliewn by many, to the orders .of the States and 
council, was the principal fource of the evils coni- 
plained of In all the provinces, except Holland 
?ind Zealand, there was fcarcely a fingle town that 
would admit the garrifons appointed for its de- 
fence. To this was to be albribed that fjacility 
with which the enemy had made themfelves 
mailers of Alloft, and other places ; and it was 
owing to the fame caufe, that the troops were fo 
much fcattered throughout the provinces \ the con- 
fequence of which was, that the inhabitants of 
tlie country and of the open towns, fuffering equal- 
ly from the forces of the States that lived at free 
Quarters upon them, and from the incurfions of 
tne enemy, were totally difabled from contribut- 
ing their Ihare of the public expences. Thus 
tliere was no fund fufficient for the regular pay- 
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ment of the troops ; without which, it was in vain Book 
to expedk either that they could be kept under pro- ^^^h^ m 
per difcipline, or employed fijccefsfully in any^|'!g^^ 
important enterprife, 

" To remedy the abufes complained of, the 
moft eflfedhial method was to place numerous 
garrifons in the frontier towns. For if this were 
done, the great number of fmall garrifons would 
become unneceffat'y ; and the interior parts of the 
provinces being thereby delivered both from the 
oppreffionsT of their friends and the devaftations 
of the enemy, the people would be more able to 
fumifli their proportion of the fupplies, the troops 
would be paid more regularly, and difcipline more 
calily maintained, 

** The States ought not however to (top there, 
but to exert themfelves ftrenuoufly in drawing to- 
gether fuch an army of regular forces, as might 
face the enemy in the field, or at leaft difturb and 
interrupt their operations. It was their want of 
fuch an army that h$id occafioned the lofs of Mae- 
ftricht i and, if care were not taken to fupply that 
want, there was ground to apprehend, that the 
confoieracy would foon be ftript of all the towns 
in the inland provinces. But in order to carry 
this, or any other expedient into execution, it was 
necelfery that, inftead of fuffering each town or 
province to difpofe of its troops and contributions 
as it thought fit, a fenate or council ftiould be 
eflablifhed, with authority to determine every 
thing relative to the application of the public funds 
and the conduct of the war. 

** He was far from intending that this council 
fliould be invefted with the power either of impof- 
mg taxes or of enafting laws. He meant only that 
it fhould be empowered to levy fuch taxes as were 
impofed, and to execute fuch laws as were enaded, 
by the general States of the union. That it (hould 
not be fubjett to be controuled by particular towns 
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^_^ i ^ m<Hiev. diftributing gar ri Ions J 
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or provinces ; nor obliged, in applying the public 
money, diftributing garrifons, and regulating the- 
motions of the troops, to have recourle op every 
emergency to the States ; but Oiould have fuch a 
degree of difcretionary power conferred upon it, 
as would enable it to feize the opportunities of 
aflion when they offered, and to conduct the ope- 
rations of the war with fecrccy and difpatch." 

hl^ts'he"" BiLsipEs thefe and fome other points of lefs 
c^^rltet importance, William ventured, both in the writ- 
thei7aiieT '^ which hc publifticd, and afterwards in the af- 
*Me7 *^* fembly of the States, to explain his fentiments 
concerning another fubje£t, which he had long 
revolved, and concerning which he had founded 
the inclinations of many of the deputies. Having, 
before the prefent period, defpaired that peace 
could ever be reltored between the king and the 
confederated provinces, he exhorted the deputies 
to'confidcr, whether they were not now in a fitua- 
tion which required that, renouncing their allegi- 
ance to Philip, they ftiould transfer it to fome 
other prince, who was able and willing to defend 
them. 



His reifont. Ik thc cycs of the greater part of Europe, this 
propofal appeared in the higheft degree audacious. 
Philip had, ever fmce his acceffion, been confidered 
as the mcft powerful prince of the age ; he had 
lately received an immcnfe increafe of power by 
the acquifiticn of Portugal, and men could not 
doubt that the revolted provinces miift foon yield 
to his fuperior arms, and bitterly repent of the 
offence which ihey had given him. 

Reasons however were not wanting to (hew, 
that the meafure propofed was the beft u hich the 
people of the Netherlands could embrace in their 
prefent circumftances. If they could have enter- 
tained the profpecl of obtaining peace on tolerable 
terms, it might be difficult perhaps entirely to vin- 
dicate their conduct. The evilswhich accompanv a 
change of government, are generally fo groat, and 
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the obligation to maintain the prefent, fo ftrong 

and powerful, that nothing but the moft urgent^ _ 

neceflity can ever juftify a people for (baking off x$Bq. 
tlieir Allegiance to theit legal prince. But, from 
the iffue of the late negociations at Cologn, it was 
manifeft, not only that Philip was unalterably 
fixed in his purpofe to goyern the Netherlands 
with defpotic authority, in contradidtion to their 
fundamental rights and laws ; but that the utter 
extirpation of the proteftants, who were now be- 
come the moft conhderable part of the people, was 
a condition, without which he was determined 
never to be reconciled. Defolation therefore, and 
ilavery, muft have been the certain confequences 
of peace, and no greater evils could be apprehended 
from a continuance of the war. " Even allowing 
(f;iid the prince of Orange, in the aflembly of the 
States) that the king (hould be perfuaded, by any 
mediating power, to grant us fuch conditions as 
onr confciences would fufFer us to accept, yet 
what fecurity can we obtain for his fulfilling them? 
He has, before this tihie, been fet at liberty by 
the pope from his moft facred obligations. It is 
an eftabliftied maxim of Philip and his counfellors, 
t!iat with heretics, fuch as we are, no promifes or 
oaths are binding. Although he were of himfelf 
inclined to fulfil his engagements, yet the Roman 
pontiff" and the Spanifti inquifitors would reclaim, 
and foon perfuade him to alter his intention. It 
has been faid by fome, continued William, that 
he is a prince of a compaflionate difpofition, and 
that we may fafely rely upon his mercy. Of the 
truth of this, we can beft judge from what we have 
Len and known. Do the deeds that have been 
perpetrated by his command, in India, in Italy, or 
in Granada, authorife us to form this favourable 
i'ldgment of his character ? Has not every corner 
of the Netherlands been overflowed with the blood 
of thoufands of our countrymen, barbaroufly but- 
chered by his command .? Are not all the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms filled with his fubjeds, who 
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have been driven from their native land, either 

> to eqrich the countries that have afforded them 

1580. pyote^ion, with our trade and pianufaftures, or 
to drag out a miferable life in poverty and exile ? 
We knew how grievoufly our late conduft has 
offended him, and from what we h^ve feen on 
former occafions,, we may judge of the meafure of 
his refentment. He may humble himfelf fo far 
as to foothe us with the hopes of a more mild 
adminiftration ; but we (hould remember the dif- 
covery which v/e made lately, when, by the letters 
that were intercepted^ it appeared, that inftead of 
the generous purpofes that were pretended, no- 
thing was meant but to employ fome of the pro- 
vinces as inftrument3 of vengeance againft the reft." 

oppofitionrf Influenced by thefe confiderations, which 
the athoUc. fl^ewed that Philip had entirely loft the confidence 
as well as the affeftion^ of his Flemilh fubjed^s, a 
great majority of the deputies were inclined to 
renounce his authority.. Some of the catholic 
members, however, prompted partly by political 
principles, and partly by concern for the (afety of 
their religion, had the courage to remonftrate. 
They expatiated on the greatnefs of Philip's 
power, and the danger to which the States would 
expofe themfelves, by adding fo grea,t an aflront 
to their former provocations. And to their re- 
prefentations on this head they fubjpined, that 
they could not adopt the ftrong meafure that was 
propofed, confiftently with their oath of allegiance; 
fmce the king was unqueftionably their rightful 
fovereign, they had all folemnly recognifed his 
right; and the provinces were his inheritance, 
which he had derived from a long uninteiri^upted 
line of illuftrioLis anceftors **, 

But this reafoning had no weight with the 

prince of Orange, St. Aldegonde, and the other 

. leaders of the proteftants. They conlidered the 

breach 
^ Bencivoglioy part ii. i. i. 
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breach between Philip and the confederated pro- Book 
vinces, as irreparable ; and knew, that long be- ^^^^^l^ j 
fore the prefent period, he was animated againft ,^80. 
them with the moft implacable refentment. "It 
was too late, they faid, to talk of keeping meafures 
with the king ; and no part remained to be ef* 
poufed, but to provide againft the effedts of his 
difplcafure. Nor was there the fmalleft reafon 
for thofe I'cruples by which the catholic members 
were difturbed, either with regard to the lawful- 
neCs, or the expediency of renouncing their alle- 
giance. Kings were inverted with authority, not 
for their own fakes, but for the intereft of the 
people whom they were appointed to govern. 
if the rights of princes were to be inveftigated, 
they would be found, in moft of the kingdoms 
in Europe, to have been derived from the will of 
their fubjedts, who, grown impatient under the 
injuries of former princes, had taken from, tbent^ 
and given to their fucceffors, what they had an 
undoubted right to beftow. A prince was indeed 
fuperior to each individual in a State ; but neither 
his intereft, nor his pleafure was to be put in the 
balance with the fecurity and happinefs of the 
whole. On the contrary, he misht be judged, 
and even puniflied for his abufe of power, by the 
fupreme council of the nation. If this truth were 
doubted of in other places, it could not be con- 
troverted in the Netherlands ; where, till lately, 
both the name of king, and the meal'ure of obe- 
dience which kings commonly require, were ut- 
terly unknown. In the Netherlands the engage- 
ments between the prince and the people were 
ftriftly mutual ; and in engagements of this fort, 
it was a clear and univerfal maxim, that the infi- 
delity of either of the two contracting parties^ ab- 
folves the other from the moft. facred obligation ^. 

The proteftant members, in comparifon withJ^J'i^"^*^" 
whom the catholics were few in number, being eieaing to«, 

thus;^;!''^*- 

c Mctereo, lib. z. and Qrottus, p 70. 
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Book thus confirmed in their purpofe of abjuring the 
^^"* ^dominion <rf Philip^ the affembly proceeded next 



1580. to confider, whether they (hould fubftitute another 
fovereign in his place, or ellabliih a republican go- 
vernment, upon the plan of that confederacy 
which was already formed- The latter of thefe 
meafures would have been embraced by all the 
deputies ; by the proteftants, from the confor- 
mity between the principle^ of a commonwealth, 
and thofe of their reli^on ; and by the catholics, 
from their perfuafion that fuch a government 
would neither be fo highly af&onting to the king, 
nor fo effeiiually preclude the hopes of a future 
reconcilement. But the prefent feeble ftate of the 
Unked Provinces obliged them to facrifice their 
inclinationto their prefervation and fecurit y . From 
the reprefentation which the prince of Orange 
made of the diforders that prevailed, together with 
the view which he exhibited of their ftrength and 
refources, they were convinced, thai however ftre- 
nuoufly Uiey might t%cn themfelves, they would 
be able to wage only a tedious defenfive war ; by 
whidi their ftrength would be gradually wailed, 
till they were at laft compelled to accept of fuch 
terms of peace as the king (hould be .pleafed to 
prefcribe. To have recourfe therefore to the aflifl- 
ance of fome foreign prince, feemed not only 
expedient, but neceffary; and to engage the 
prince of whom they (hould make choice to ef- 
poufe their caufc with greater zeal and fincerity 
than they had hitherto experienced in their allies, 
they refolved to confer upon him the fovereigntv 
of the provinces, with all the prerogatives wliich 
had been enjoyed by the princes of the houfe of 
Burgundy. 

dJ^rr^i/r Nothing now remained but to fix upon the 
duk€?f AfivPerfon to whom the offer of this high dignit\ 
i^ mould be made. The prince of Orange, having 

beforehand founded the inclinations of the em- 
peror and other German princes, had found them 
utterly averfe from taking any concern in the 
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^ftfidir^ of I lir N^rhcrl and^, Thf q upcn of Englund, 
Cifi^ the duke ^ Aii^tKU, br^itJier tu ihe tyng ot' 
Frifloe> w^tc ihc oniy prixiccs at that lime in Rn- ^ 
rope, beiwoen whom the Siiiies chou^ht llucrc was 
grou'i'l I^3 hcfiEiit^ i and ihtiy were deEeifriiiial to 
cojracur m giving the prefcreiice to Aiijcii^ hy the 
jirincc of Omng? ■, whn, beudes Kpnefcnliny to 
them tht ncL-eJlicy uF dtC^ing a fovrrctgn who 
vmiUl r^dc itt the coimt;y, informed them that 
their making dinict df the diik^, wfQuJJ bt lu|ifify 
otccptatii^; fo thi qiicen. *-* For ]he hud wrrc to 
liim on tht rabjtct, and givtn him dlaraiik^es (jf 
granting the StaLts her :il1ifta;icr^ ia caft tJic fo- 
*ert!gnfy wtrc ciMiferred on ont \iiith whom flie 
*Md io mufili rcflfun :o cxp^^t to live oa amTeable 
terms J/* 

FiioM this It fhoiiM Ttcm, ihnt William had 
o^Rd to employ hia laAuefii^e in favoLir of Eli- 
anbrth i unci it may be prefumcd, that iin]£l5 he 
Ittd round hcrsverietuhiipropofii, ncjlhcr he nor 
the other pri}ttftan: kaders would have bocn m- 
tlined to give the prtfert^rieie to Anjou. Very 
difrcicnt niJtivcs indeed were ajfieri^cd for tlie 
pHnt^^'ji conduct, by hi s enemies. HisprlncipaJrry 
of OiAn^, ihcy obferved, kiy in the uciitre of 
Ffaiic^. Hi had iiicly married ChiuJotie de Bivu- 
bon» of tlic blotjd royal of thflt ktn^dum *. Far 
nunv yesrii he had maintained an mtfrnn^e cor- 
reipnjiSirfice iviih the Jeaders of the HugnnDtsj 
and he flittered hnnfelfwifh the hopes of enjoying 
the entire diretlion of the dui:c of AnjcUj a weak 
prince, who would pmbably be mar- ftttcntive to 
his picafurcs, rban to the ^iifiuMs of f^JVcmmcM. 
Tbe^c inlercftfd totifideraiinns, it it likely, wefe 
not cnlircEy without 1 heir mfluencc, but the othtr 
drt'umllance atnnvc mr^fili-ned feems Co afTonda 
iiitt mo/e fatisfjiftory ac^zourtr, lint^e there wm In 
jeuliw no room for htfnm^on between Hlia^bclh 
ami AqjoLt ^ and £liza!jetbj a* will appear in ilic 
r^Msr^ wti\i[d ffiTtaiftl) h;ivc Fejeutod \hc (bwe- 

rttgfity, 

' ^[l:[lcrt^, Eitr L ' IHiUjtiJtr oTtbuf dub dc Uoar.peuGjtf. 
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B o o E reignty, in cafe an offer of it had been made to 
% _]^' , j her. This political princefs expe£ted to derive 
1580. advantage from that animofity which the election 
of Anjou was likely to produce between the courts 
of France and Spain. And the prince of Orange 
knew, that as it would be eafier to reconcile the 
catholics in tlie United Provinces to the eleflion of 
a prince of the fame religion with themfelves, than 
to that of a proteftant ; lo, without making fuch a 
choice, there was little probability that he fliould 
ever prevail on the Walloons to accede to the con- 
federacy. Whatever were William's motives, a 
great majority of the deputies entered readily into 
his opinion, and they would have proceeded in- 
ftantly to the eleftion^ if it had not been deemed 
a matter of too much confequence to be dedded 
without confulting their conftituents, 

Li Nooe In the mean time the operations of the war were 
2^r. ^*' not wholly difcontlnued, although neither of the 
two contending parties was in a condition at this 
period to make any great or vigorous exertion. 
By means of a ftratagem conducted by count Eg- 
mont, Famefe acquired poffeffion of Courtray m 
Flanders, as he did by the like means of fome 
other places. On the other hand, count Egmont 
and his brother were taken prifoners by La Noue 
in the town of Ninove : and not long afterwards 
La Noue himfelf loft his liberty. This gallant 
officer having been attacked unexpcdtedly by the 
marquis de Roubais, commander in chief of the 
Walloon forces^ was overpowered by numbers, 
and' obliged, tfxrough the difadvantage of his 
ground, to furrender himfelf a prifoner of war. 
The States were fenfibly affedted by the lofs of a 
perfon of fuch \incommon abilities, and they offer- 
ed to give in exchange for him count Egmont and 
the baron ^e Selles, who had been taken prifoner 
at Bouchain. But the prince of Parma retufed to 
confent to this exchange, and faid, that he would 
never agree to give one lion few two (heep. La 
Noue was conducted to the caftle of Limburg, 
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where he remained long ; and, during his con- 
finement, employed himfelf in writing thofe mili- 
tary and political difcourfes which were afterwards 
publiftied, and much admired by his cbtempo- 
raries. Count Egmont's relations, and thofe of 
de Selles, folicited Philip with great importunity 
to confent to the exchange propofed. But this 
prince, who never hearkened to the voice of gra- 
titude or compaffiorx where his iijtereft interfered, 
declined complying with their requell j and, ra- 
ther than yield to the enerriy fo great an advantage 
as the recovery of La Noue, he chofe to leave his 
friends to languilh in prifon for feveral years. 

These two noblemen bore this indignity with 
extreme impatience. De Selles, confcious of liav- 
ing exerted himfelf with the moft fervent zeal in 
detaching the Walloons from the revolted pro- 
vinces, fell a facrifice to the indignation and cha- 
grin which the king's ingratitude and his own un- 
fortunate fituation were calculated to infpire. The 
fame caufes produced a different, but no lefs me- 
lancholy effeft, on count Egmont, whom they 
deprived of the ufe of his underftanding. Through 
the tender afliduous care of his fifter, whom the 
States permitted to attend him, he recovered from 
this diftrefs. But Philip ftill declined confenting 
to the exchange, till the year 1584, when La 
Noue engaged in the ftridteft manner never to 
bear arms againft him in the Netherlands ; and 
the king of Navarre, the duke of Lorrain, and 
others, became fureties for his fulfilling this en- 
gagement. It is difficult to determine whether 
Philip's conduft afforded on this occafion a more 
lb-iking proof of pufillanimity or ingratitude, while 
no ftronger tettimony could have been given of t!ie 
extraordinary merit of La Noue, and the dread 
which his enemies entertained of his abilities ', 

Vol. II. I About 

'Bentivoglio, parti!, lib. i. ReidaauSi lib. 11. p. 39. and Meteren. 
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b o o K Ab ou T the time when La Noue was taken pri- 
^^J ^'l:^ foner, the confederacy fuftained another lofs by 
1580. thedefeftion of count Renneberg, This young 
Defeaion of nobleman having been appointed governor of 
"^Cr^,^"' Friefland by the States, had fubdued the cities of 
Deventer and Groningen, befides feveral other 
places of confiderable confequence ; and his zeal 
and fervices were the more highly valued, as all 
his relations adhered to the Spanifti intereft, and he 
himfelf was of the catholic perfuafioh. But thefc 
circumftances which gave him fo much merit in 
the eyes of his countrymen, were the means by 
which he was enticed to abandon the caufe whidfi 
he had hitherto fo illuftrioufly fupported. The 
prince of Parma readily perceived the advantage 
which they afforded for gaining him over from the 
confederates j and, with this view, he employed 
the count*s fifter and her hufband, the baron de 
Monceaux, to offer hJm the following terms of 
accommodation : That he fhould be confirmed in 
the government of Friefland, and have that of 
Overyflel annexed to it; that twenty thoufand 
crowns (hould be immediately paid him, befides 
an annual penfion of twenty thoufand florins ; that 
a town, of which he was feudal fuperior, fliould 
be eredted into a marquifate -, and that he (hould 
have two regiments of troops to be diftributcd 
throughout his governments, in whatever ftations 
he (hould think fit. Befides thefe enticements, 
another objetl was held forth to him, more tempt- 
ing perhaps than any of the refl: ; he was flattered 
with the hopes of obtaining in marriage the count- 
efs of Megen, of whom he was greatly enamour- 
ed, and who poffeffed one of the richeft fortunes 
in the Netherlands. His religious principles con- 
fpired with'fhefe allurements, and made him lend 
an open ear to his fitter's repeated reprefentations 
of the danger to which the catholic taith was ex- 
pofed, and of the defigns formed by the prince 
of Orange for its deftrudion. He hefitated how- 
ever 
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ever for fome time, and trembled at the thoughts 
of the infamy in which he was about to be involv- 
ed ; but at iaft he confented to accept of the terms 
propofed, refolving to conceal his having done fo, 
till ne fliould take proper meafures for delivering 
the towns and forts mto the hands of the Spaniards. 

His def\gn could not however entirely efcape 
the penetrating eye of the prince of Orange, Va- 
rious circumftances concurred to alarm William's 
apprehenfions, wKch made him refolve, without 
delay, to prevent, if poffible, the fatal effedts of 
his intended treachery. He inftantly went into 
Eriefland, under the pretence of quelling fome 
difturbances in that country, and ordered fome 
officers to draw their troops together, and lead 
them againft Lewarden, Harlingen, and Staveren. 
Thefe orders were executed with fecrecy and dif- 
patch, and all the three places were wrefted out of 
the hands of thofe to whom count Renneberg 
had committed them. ' 

The count, who refided at this time in Gronin- 
gen, was thunderftruck when he received in- 
telligence of this difatter, which at once (hewed 
him that his perfidy was detected, and put it in a 
great meafure out of his power to fulfil his en- 
gagements to the prince of Parma. Still, how- 
ever, he was either not prepared, or he had not 
courage, to throw off the maflc. He complained 
loudly of the affront that had been offered him, and 
of the ingratitude with which his fervices had been 
repaid. Among the officers who witneflTed his con- 
fufion on this occafion, there were two to whom, 
as he knew their fidelity to the States to be invio- 
liable, he had not communicated his defigns. Thefe 
men, thinking it flill prafticable to preferve him 
in his duty, exhorted him to go immediately to the 
prince of Orange, in order to clear himfelf from 
the fufpicions which were entertained againfl him. 
" This is the only expedient in your power, faid 
I 2 one 
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Book one of them, if you are confcious of innocence ; 

^^yil'_^ nor can I doubt that you are, when I confider, 
1589. that by per filling to aft the part which your duty 
and honour require, you muft promote your in- 
tereft more efFedually , than by violating thefe fa- 
cred obligations, and involving your name in per- 
petual infamy." Renneberg liftened attentively 
to this difcourfe, changed colour frequently, and 
at laft buril into tears. He repeated his com- 
plaints of the treatment which he ha'cl met with, 
but he would not explain his intentions, nor com- 

{)lyfwith his friend's advice. The two officers then 
eft him ; and, after acquainting the chief ma- 
giftrate of what had paffed, they witlidrew pri- 
vately from the city. 

By a popular and infinuating behaviour, ac- 
companied with ftrong affeverations of the falfe- 
hood of the reports which had been propagated, 
Renneberg laid afleep the fufpicions both of the 
magiftiates and the people, till the plot which he 
had formed was ripe for execution. Having 
brought in fecretly a body of troops, which he 
concealed in the palace, and put arms into the 
hands of his dometlics ; with thefe, and the ca- 
tholic inhabitants devoted to the Spani(h intereft, 
he overpowered the garrifon ; and having thus 
rnade himfelf mailer of the town, he proclaimed 
himfelf governor, in the name of Philip, and then 
mounted the fortifications with the troops which 
he had introduced. 

Kennehere's fiuT he did not long enjoy any of the advan- 
7n^!^ *°^ tages which he expefted to derive from his revolt, 
and fome of them he never attained. The mo- 
ney promifed him was never paid, and the count- 
efs of Megen was given in marriage to another. 
His health being impaired by the fatigues which 
he had undergone in his military enterprifes, the 
remembrance of his treachery filled his mind with 
anguilh and remorfe, which preyed upon his fick- 
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ly frame, and carried him off in the prime of his B o o it 
age, lamented even by thofe whom he had be- ^J^^^, , j 
trayed, who felt for his misfortunes, on account , rSo* 
of his many amiable accomplilhments e. 

Thr lofles which the confederacy fuffered from Eieaion of 
La Noue's imprifonment, and the infidelity of Anj^u. 
Renneberg, ferved only to confirm them in their 
refolution of conferring the fovereignty on lome 
foreign prince; and the reafons above mentioned, 
joined to the influence of the prince of Orange, 
determined the States of the feveral provinces and 
towns to give the preference to the duke of Anjou. 
The eleAion was made accordingly in due form 
by the General States, and a folemn embafly fent 
to give intimation of it to the duke, who readily 
accepted the offer, and confented to all the con- 
ditions annexed to it. They were contained in a 
treaty figned by him and the ambafladors of the 
States at Plefli-ies-Tours, on the 29th of Septem- 
ber ; and the principal articles were thofe which 
follow : " Tl^t the States of the United Pro- The conrii. 
vinces having eledted Francis de Valois, duke of '"""^^^^ *^* 
Alen9on and Anjou, for their fovereign, did there- 
by confer upon him all the titles and prerogatives 
which their former princes had enjoyed. That in 
cafe the duke (hould die without iflue, the Stales 
might eleft another fovereign, and that the Ne- 
therlands fhould in no event be annexed to the 
crown of France. That in cafe the duke (hould die 
leaving feveral fons behind him, the States ihould 
have powerto determine which of them fhould fuc- 
ceed him in the fovereignty, and that if the prince ■ 
whom they Ihould make choice of were under 
age, they might afllime the government into their 
own hands till he (hould arrive at the age of twen- 
ty. That the duke fliould maintain inviolate, all 
the rights and privileges of the people • that he 
fhould fummon the general aflcmbly of the States 
to meet at leaft once a year 1 and that, if he (hoald 

fail 
% Grotius and Mcteren, 
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Book fail to iffue letters of convocation, they fliould 
^y ";^ themfelvcs have power, agreeably to ancient form 
1580. and cuftom, to meet tojgether aa often as they 
(hould judge expedient. That the duke (hould 
fix his refidence in the Low Countries ; but if his 
affairs (hould, on any occafion, call him thence, 
he (hould nominate for governor fome nobleman 
a native of the Netherlands, with the confcnt and 
approbation of the States. That all his counfel- 
lors (hould be natives of the provinces, except 
two or three of the French nation, who might be 
admitted into the council, provided the States 
(hould give their confent. That he (hould make 
no innovation in religion, but afford his prote£tion 
equally to the proieftants and catholics. That 
Holland and Zealand (hould, both in refpedt of 

government and religion, remain in their prefent 
ate, being obliged, nowever, to contribute their 
proportion of thefupplies requifite for the fupport 
of die confederacy. That the duke (hould fpare 
no pains to engage his brother the king of France 
to aflift him m carrying on the war; that he 
(hould accede to all the treaties that fubfift be- 
tween the States and foreign powers, and (hould 
not himfelf form any new alliance without their 
confent. That all foreign foldiers (hould be dif- 
miflfed on the firfl requifition of the States: And 
laflly, That if the duke (hould fail in performing 
any of the foregoing conditions, his right to the 
fovcreignty (hould ceafe, and the provinces be no 
longer bound to yield obedience to bis authority." 

As this treaty was negociated inFrance^ Philip 
complained to Henry of his breach of friendfhip 
in permitting it ; and Henry affedted to be much 
oflfended with his brother's condudt, but in reality 
he did not feel that difpleafure which he pretend- 
ed. On the contrary he fecretly rejoiced in the 
profpeft of being delivered from a brother, whofe 
levity and caprice had given him much inquietude; 

and 
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and it is faid^ that he aflured the States privately, Book 
that he would fend them either troops or money, ^^^j'^ 
as foon as the troubles of his kingdom were com- j^gQ. 
pofed. 

But whatever feafott Philip had to be offended ^I^f'^^*/^ 
with the French monarch, he was much more the pt'bocrf 
highly incenfed againft the prince of Orange, °""«*^* 
whom he confidered as the contriver, as well as 
the chief promoter of the revolution that had 
taken place* Having oftner than once attempted^ 
by negociation and artifice, to free himfelf from 
an enemy, who had furniflied employment to his 
ableft generals and beil difcipUned forces for fo 
many years, he had recourfe, on this occafion, to 
the ignoble ejtpedient of exciting fome wretch or 
defperado to make an attempt upon his life. For 
this purpqfe he publifhed an edid of profcription 
againft him, in which he accufed him of having 
excited and fomented that fpirit of difcord, which 
had proved the fourcc of fo much mifery to the 
Netherlands •, interdicted all the fubjedts of the 
crown of Spain fronl holding communication with 
him, and from fupplying him with bread, or 
drinks or fire ; and offered to any perfon, who 
fhould deliver him dead or alive, or take away his 
life, the fum of twenty -five thoufand crowns, be- 
fides making him and his affociates noble, if they 
were not already noble, and granting them a full 
pardon of all crimes, however enormous, of which 
they had been guilty. 

This prafticeof commanding aflaffination, al- 
moft unheard-of fince the days of the Roman 
triumvirate, was f;uitablc to thedark, revengeful, 
and ungenerous nature of Philip. The prince of 
Orange could have retaliated the injurv ; but he 
fcorned fo ignoble a revenge, and chofe rather to 
reft his defence on an appeal to the woi'ld for his 
integrity* 

His 
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His Vindication or Apology, addreffed to the 
_i affembly of the States, and of which he fent copies 
1 580. to the feveral courts in Europe, is one of the moft 
HisApoiogy. precious monuments of hillory. It contains an 
interefting relation of many particulars, which 
throw light, not only on William's own charafter 
and that of Philip, but like>yife on the characters 
of feveral of the other principal adtors in the Ne- 
therlands. The author has, in fome parts of it, 
indulged himfelf in the language of keen refent- 
ment, and ventured to affert boldly feveral fadts, 
of which the cotemporary hiftorians have fpoken 
with referve. Some allowance perhaps muft be 
made for that juft indignation with which he was 
inflamed ; but when it is confidered, that no per- 
fon had better accefs to information; that no 
prince pofleffed a higher charadker for fincerity and 
truth, having never, in a fingle inftance, been , 
convifted by his numerous enemies of infincerity 
and falfehood ; that the relation of the fads which 
he aflerts was publiftied at the time when they are 
faid to have happened, and when it was eafy for 
the jxrfons acciifed, if accufed unjuftly, to have 
confuted him ; that their intereft and honour call- 
ed loudly for a confutation ; and yet, that no fuch 
confutation, nor any vindication of their cha- 
racters, which had been arraigned as odious at 
the bar of the univerfe, was ever attempted. 
When all thefe circumftances are duly confidered^ 
there does not appear any fufficient reafon for call- 
ing in quellion the fads contained in this Apolo- 
gy, although fome of ihem are of fuch a nature 
as to require the ftrongcft evidence to juflify the 
reader for } ielding his aifent *». 

Adopted by The ccndud of the confederated States on this 

the staui. occafion was fuch as William had reafon to expeft. 

After employing fe\'eral days in examining his 

Apology, 

h An abftradt of this Apology is fubjolned to ihc concluilonof 
this work. 
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Apology, they voted him an afFe€kionate addrefs, 
in whidi ihty attefted the falfehood of thofe impu- 
tations on which Ph*»iip had founded his profcrip- ,-g^ 
tion. They declared, that as the prince had been 
regularly eledted into the feveral offices which he 
held, fo he had never accepted of any office but in 
confequence of their moft earned entreaties. They 
prayed him ftill to exercife the authority with which 
they had invefted him, expreffed their gratitude 
for his many eminent fervices to the common- 
wealth, and promifed to yield a ready and cheerful 
obedience to his commands. They concluded 
with expreffing their anxiety for his lite, and made 
him an offer of maintaining a company of horfe- Dec 17- 
guards, of which they intreated him to accept, 
being perfuaded that on his prefervation their own 
fecurity depended. 

In a few days afterwards they gave him another i^gi. 
proof of that zeal and fmcerity with which they Solemn re- 
had efpoufed his caufe. Their eleftion of the^^^'^ic- 
duke of Anjou was a virtual renunciation of their giancet© 
allegiance to their former fovereign ; yet all public ' '^' 
acts ran as before in the name of Philip and that of 
tliC States ; the oath adminiftered to perfons enter- 
lUiy upon public offices had not been altered, and 
the people in fome of thofe cities in the confede- 
racy, which had confenied to Anjou's eleAion, 
w ere extremely averfe to alter ir, from that attach- 
ment which men often dilcover to exterior forms, 
even after the inflitutions on which they were ori- 
ginally founded have been aboliflied; but the 
States, fenfible at laft of the incongruity between 
thefe forms and the fteps which they had lately 
taken, and apprehenfive of danger from leaving it 
in any refpeft ambiguous to whom the people 
owed their allegiance, agreed now to remove all ' 
crround of ambiguity by a folemn abjuration of 
Piiilip as their fovereign. 

Am 
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An aft of abjiiration was accordingly pafled^ 
with great unanimity, in an aflembly held on pur- 

gott at the Hague, confifting of deputies from 
rabant, Guelderland, Zutphen, Flanders, Hol- 
land, Zealand, Utrecht, Overyffel, and Friefland. 
In this a£t, after enumerating the principal griev- 
ances which had prompted them to form their 
prefent refolution, they declared it to be a right 
mherent in every free people, to withdraw their 
alle^ance from a prince who obftinately refufes 
to fultil the duty which he owes them ; and much 
more from one who violates the fimdamental laws, 
and a£ts the part of a tyrant and oppreffor. They 
pronounced rKlip to have forfeited for ever all 
authority in the Netherlands. They forbade all 
judges and others to ufe his name, arms, or feal ; 
and they reqmred the magiftrates of towns, and all 
other perfpns in public offices, to bind themfelves 
by an oath to oppofe him and his adherents to the 
utmoft of their power. 

These refolution^ were carried into immediate 
eltecution. All Philip*s feals were broken, all 
commiffions and letters patent in his name were 
cancelled, and the new oath was adminiltered to 
every perfon who pofleifed any civil or military 
employment. It was not without difficulty that 
the magiftrates in fome towns were perfuaded to 
take this oath. Some remaining fcruples of con- 
fcience, arifingfrom a regard to tneir former oaths, 
gave uneafmefs to feveral ; and others doubted of 
the expediency of fo ftrong a meafure at the pre- 
fent crifis, on account of the (hips and merchandife 
belonging to the people of the Netherlands, which 
were in the ports of Spain. But no pains M^ere 
fpared to remove thefe objedlions, and at lall 
almoft the whole inhabitants of the above menti- 
©ned provinces entered into the views of the 

States, 
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Si2l«, itid look the oath that was prcfcribed 
ihcm ^. ' 

f^mc^vT this Time Maitliias left thcNerhffrJflnds, 
after having reiidctl tlitre bctwten three and Fout 
vcfiH vt'whonl hiiting itx^uitoi fithcr jrtpiiUtjon iq 
himldf, or ^ny advantage ta the people whom he 
had bten ^:allcd to govern. He had employed all 
his influence to prrfuadt the States to m;ike choice 
of himfof dicir fo^treign j bui tht raotivcs above 
tsplalncd h-^xlug determined them tn give the 
nrcforcnte to ibe duJ^e oT Anjon, it fliould fecni 
that thfi prince of Or.inge Itod been able to fatisty 
Matthias is to the necellity of tbic mcafurc, hntx 
he rtinain^J in the countr>' fbf i confidcrabic time 
aftei^iirds, and accepted a^ an annual ptn(kn. of 
fihy thoitBtd guilders from tlie States ', 

During the courfe nf ihefe civil and politiad 
tranffltVonji, the trtiopfi venc not whrjlly unem- 
plovcd. In Fnejknd, the king's forces were com- 
manded by ScHrtch and Verdugo, between whoftt 
and colonel Noiris and count Hohcnide fcvcfal 
ibarp rtnujuntcis palled, with various fucctfe; 
but the only itiiporianl crcnt whith happened at 
thii time in the northern provitices^ was the acqui- 
fitioa of Breda, intG whkh the Spaniards were 
trcacbcroully admiiTtd in the nlgl^t by fi^me of llic 
girrirou, suborn die agentaofthe prince of Fwrn* 
had fotmd racani to corrupt '. 

The 

I UpoQ ft TfpnlbimEian of ibe pnntr of Ofu^h itcSt»[« 
fbnswi at tllU tjrat ftfcni UltfuJ rcgtilatlMrt relatirt (u ibe 
■l^iDilbvriDn bTjunice. m llJt twaxit, vaiiht^pt "JJ*t 

Wm^tm h^ tiboLLrpd to CQrtfintr tbein, which ihj ijaftiiutHl 
MiT^ l{> mjxtiy \t^ 3Dtui¥TniicrciH aHUDg ftcra ihc flovwi^ 
ifiibVWch rhe drJibcndoQl of che Safe were wnwxjidaW]^ ftm* 

CfohuiAn ' ^ Mcltrep, ffC. rr l l 

* MittJiJmhidifwinarJilljfl"" ^^>«»^- Piu Vnthcr n?- 
f,,nAl to tJ.n tl>c ti^^m 0+' Hurig^y ^ i&^, "d lliit "f 
Ik>b(niPUiji i6m, indlhej^rtf fylJowiDg he ot-DtiiiHl lie Ijb- 

^ 1 P'3'1- 
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1 o K The prince himfelf was, in the mean time, in- 
> ^'i' tent on the redudtion of Cambray. But not hav- 
j-8k '^8 ^ fufficient number of troops to carry en the 
fiege with vigour, he was obliged to convert it into 
a blockade. D'Inchi, the governor, had recourfe 
for relief to the duke of Anjou, and was warmly 
feconded in his application by the States and the 
prince of Orange. Anjou perceiving how deeply 
his honour was concerned to gratify this firft delirc 
of his new fubjefts, publifhed at the court of 
France his intention of attempting to raife the 
fiege. This was no fooner known, than a great 
number of the nobility flocked from all parts of 
the kingdom, to his ftandard. With their aflift- 
ance, he coUcdled in a few days an army of near 
twelve thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe, and 
marched diredtly towards Cambray. The prince 
of Farma, too prudent to contend with an army, 
which, befides being greatly fuperior to. his own 
in number, was condufted by a brave and warlike 
nobility, quitted his in frenchmen ts and retired. In 
this manner was Cambray delivered, after it had 
been blockaded for feveral months, during which 
the inhabitants had been reduced to great diftrefs. 
Anjou having brought along with him an ample 
fupply of provifions, it was immediately introduc- 
ed ; and foon after, he made a magnificent entry 
into the city, amidft the applaufes of the people, 
who faluted him, the ProteAor of their Liberty. 
He then laid fiege to Chatteau-Cambrefis, and 
quickly compelled the garrifon to furrender ". 

This fuccefs which attended Anjou's firft en- 
terprife afforded inexpreflible pleafure to the c^m- 
federated provinces, and ferved to heighten their 
expedtations of his future government. He was 
eameftly intreated by the States to improve the 
prefent opportunity, and to advance with his army 
towards Flanders. But it was not in his power, 

Ik- 

" M(9teren, p. 315. Beniivoglio, part ii. lib. ii. 
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Elizabeth had for fome time paft appeared 
to lend a favourable ear to a propofal of marriage 
which he had made to her; and his expedlattons 
were at prefent raifed to the greateft height. On 
his arrival in England, Ihe gave him the moll gra- 
cious reception. Soon afterwards^/ ifKe ordered 
her minifters to prepare the marriage contract ; 
and, in the prefence of many witneflcs, after a 
long difcourfe with him apart, flie took a ring 
ftom her own finger, and put it upon his ; which 
both the fpeftators and the duke interpreted as 
a declaration of her confent. It is impoflible to 
believe with fome hiftorians, that Elizabeth 
meant only to aniufe Anjou, and thereby to ad- 
vance fome political defign. It is inconceivable 
how any defign whatever could be promoted 
by carrying her diflimulalion to fo great a 
length. This wife princefs, notwithftanding 
the many extraordinary accompliftiments which 
adorned her character, was not exempt from 
Ac weakneffes that are peculiarly incident to 
her fex. Flattered by the court which Anjou 
had long affiduoufly paid her, (he appears to 
have entertained die moft partial fentiments 
of afFedtion towards him, and ferioufly to have 
intended to liften to his propofal. But at laft 
her prudence, her ambition, and that love of 
independence which Ihe had cherifhed through 
her whole life, prevailed over the temporary 
paffion into which fhe had been betrayed^^ She 
made an apology to Anjou, for her change of 
rcfolution, and gave him the ftrongeft aflur- 
ances of afliftanpe and fupport in his new 
dominions. The marriage was no more men- 
tioned, and the duke, after a ftay of three 
months in England, fet fail for the Low 
Countries ; efcorted by a fleet, on board which 

there 
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there was a grot r..j . i? > cr of tt^CLtrr jzd gs:>- 1 » »k 
tx'v, whom the cpcra had de£red to irrm-f^ 
hlm^ as a proof to his new tVyrt^ rat a^ 
thoi^ tbe inrmdrd msnsge ^d kx tikea 
place, yet ibe was ^ocptj Ljnrfifd a txs pro- 
iperity. 
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AFTER a pafige of three days, the duke of ^?,* 
AnjoU landed on the loth of February, at ^J ^^ 
Flufliing. From Fluftiinp he went to Middle- i^Sz. 
burghy and was obndufited from thence by a fleet ^°|?".*'"'/ 
of fifty (hips of war to Antwerp. The banks of Ncthcruii 
the Scheld, the entrance into the town, and the 
ftreets which led to the palace, were lined by the 
citizens, to the number of twenty thoufand in 
arms ; ar^d no expence was faved, which a wealthy 
commercial city could afford, to exprefs theiy 
attachment and refpcft. After having taken the 
ufiial oath to maintsun their rights and privileges^ 
he recehred from the States the oath of allegiance \ 
and then entered upon the fovereignty, wl^e all 
around him wore a face of happinels and joy. 

In Antwerp, the public exercife of the catholic 
religion had for fome time paft been prohibited. 
But now, in order to gratify the new fovereign, 
it was permitted in one of the churches ; and all 

Vol. IL K catholics r 
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Book catholics were allowed to wprlhip there, accord« 
^^'"' ing to the rites of their religion, upon condition 
that they (hould abjure the king of Spain, and 
fwear alle^ance to the duke. O^y a frw accept- 
ed of this indulgence, while the greater part chc^e 
rather to forego the privilege held forth to them, 
than fo folemnly to renounce their former fove- 
reign. On this occaiion the States, a^ well as the 
duke, were not a little alarmed; and thoueht it 
neccffary without delay to provide againu the 
dai^er tliat might arife from peribns who gave 
fo clear a difcovery of their diflaffeftion to the 
prefent eftabliUhmem. They firft publilbed one 
edidt, impofmg a fine of 200 guilders on thofe 
who ihould decline taking the oaths \ and foon 
afterwards another, by wmch the recufants were 
banilbed from the Netherlands k 

/Tetempt to In the nndft of thefe tranfadtions, that joy 
jf**JJ^«^^ which Anjouls arrival had diffufed throughout 
Oft^ir*^ the provinces was hiternipted, by an attempt 
which was made, not many days after his inau- 
guration, upon the fife of die prince of Orange. 
The defign was firft conceived in Spain, by a 
man of the name of Ifonca ; and it was fa^eued 
by him to Gafpar Anaftro, a Spaniih banker in 
Antwerp, of ruined circumftances,. ^ an expedient 
for retrieving his affairs. To induce Anaftro to 
undertake the execution of the bloody purpofe,. 
Ifonca fent him a fign-manual of the king, in 
which Philip engaged to pay him eighty Siou- 
izni ducats as foon at the aliainnation ihould be 
perpetrated. Anaftro had not courage himfelf to 
execute fa bold and defperate an entcrprife, and 
therefore be communicated Ifonca's propofal to 
John Jauregui, a menial fervant in his family,, 
a young Bifcayan, of a thoughtful, melancholy 

difpofition^ 

ft Meteren, p« 39$. 
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difpofitiori, whom he knew to be both trufty and Book 
(audacious. With this young man Anaftro found .^^'"\. 
there was little need for perfuafion. " I am ready, \X^ 
faid he, to perforni inftantly what the king fo * 

eameftly dehres. I defpife equally thfe proflSred 
reward, and th6 danger to which I (hall h6 expof- 
cd ; for I know that I Ihall die. I only afk that 
you will affift me with your prayers to God, and 
employ your intereft with the king, to provide for 
my father in his old age." jiauregui was the 
better qualified to fucceed in his defign, as he 
fpoke the Gerftian language fluently, and was in 
no danger of being known to be a Spaniard. 
He was conftmied in his purpofe by a prieft o^ 
the name - of Timmerman ; from whom he re- 
ceived abfolutiori of his fins, and the ftrongeft 
aflurances, that by putting to death fo' great a he- 
retic as the prince of Orange, he would infallibly 
fecure the favour of God and everlalling happi^ 
nefs. 

T^NbER a full convidtion of the truth of what 
the prieft had declared, this deluded wretch fet 
out for the caftle, and having, taken his ftation 
near the door of the apartment in which the prince 
had dined, he watched the opportunity of his com- 
ing out ; when (tepping up to him, he difcharged 
a piftol at his head, loaded with a fmgk ball. 
The ball entered a little beneath his right ear^ 
and palling under his palate and upper teeth, came 
out on the other fide. William was deprived for 
a moment of his fenfes ; which he no (ooncr re- 
covered, than he defired his attendants to favfc 
the life of the aflaffin. But the guards^ tranfported 
with fudden rage^ had difpatched him. The ap- 
pearance of the prince's wound, from the effufioji 
of blood, wa3 extremely formidable, and as he 
was deprived of his (peech by the fame caufe, the 
fpedkators believed him to be at the poiiit 6f death. 
The news of this difafter fpread cjuickly over the 
town, and excited in all ranks of men, inexpreflible 
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anguifh and defpair. The citizens poured ia 
crowds from every quarter to learn the particulars 
of that calamity which had befallen them ; and, 
as if each individual had loft his own proper pa<* 
rent, as well as the common parent of tm ftate, 
there was notling to be heard but the Voice of 
forrow and lajnentation. 

In the mldft of this diftrefs, a rumour was pro- 
pagated, that the French were the authors or the 
ipufder, and that it had been perpetrated in order 
to deliver the duke of Anjou from the reftraints 
which had been impofed on his authority. This 
report gained eafy credit from the people. Their 
grief was now converted into fury, and they flew 
to the palace with an intention to e:s:ecute a 4>ecdy 
vengeance. 

Ik the mean time it was known at the caftle, 
•lihat the afiaflm was a Spaniard^ from papers found 
in his pocket, by Maurice, the prince's fon ^. Of 
this difcovery, notice was immefjiately carried to 
the prince, who had now recovered his fpeech ; 
and he was informed, at the fame time, df the 
danger to which Anjoii and his countrymen were 
expofed. This intelligence aflcdted William in 
the moft fenfible manner; and notwithftanding 
his prefent critical fituation, he . wrote, ' with his 
own hand, a billet in exculpation of the French. 
By this, joined with the pains which were taken 
by St. Aldteonde, the people were undeceived and 
pacified: The aflaffin's body havihgbcing expofed 
to puWic view, it was. foon difcoyered that he had 
been a domeftic of Anaftro. Anaftro himfelf had 
fled, but his fecretary, whom he had left behind, 
to wait the iffue of Jauregui's attempt, and Tim- 
merman, the prieft, were feized, and having 

confcfled 

^ Maurice wn at thu tiaie qbIjp 6fktp^ years of ^ge^ bjut was 
cvca then reautfkaUie for liU fUteudon aiicl iagaci^. 
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confefled their guilt, they were Condemned to 
fuffer death. At the defire of the prince of Orange, 
who never neglefted an opportunity of inculcat- 
ing humanity upon his countrymen, no tortures 
were inflided on them. They were firft ftran- 
gled and then quartered, iand their heads and 
limbs fixed over the gates of the city ^ 

William's recovery- was dubious for fomc 
time, on account of the difficulty which the phyfi- 
cmns found in flopping the efFufion of blood; but 
after all their applications had failed, they made 
a number of perfons fucceed one another in preff- 
ing the mouth of the wound with their thumbs, 
without intermifiion, for the fpacc of feveral days 
and nights ; and this expedient proved at length * 
fucccfsful **. 

An ASTRO having gone from Antwerp to 
Tournay, where the prince of Pai-ma tlien rehded, 
affirmed confidently that William had died of his 
wound. Farnefe too raihly believed him, and 
wrote letters to the citizens of Antwerp), and other 
places, exhorting them to return now to their duty, 
fmce that perfon was removed by whom they had 
been led aftray. Thefe letters would not have 
been calculated, in the prefent difpofition of the 
people, to promote the prince of Parma's deflgn, 
even if the information on which he proceeded 
had been true : but as they did not arrive till after 
the people were delivered from their apprehenfions 
with regard to William's life, they ferved only to 
excite their ridicule and indignation '. 

Meanwhile 

« They remained there till the city fell into the hands of the 
prince of Parina, when they were taken down by the popiQi 
ecc!e(iaflics, and buried with every mark of veneration which 
their luperdition could devife. 

^ While his life was in danger, a public fupplication waa 
offered up to heaven for his recovery j and when it was accom- 
pliHied, a folemn thankfgiving was celebrated. 

• Beotivoglio, p. 263. Mctercn, p. 326. Thuanus, lib. Ixxv. 
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B o o » Meanwhile the operations of the war were 
^3cvin.^ not difcontinued by either of the contending 
i$8a, parties, The States acquired pofleiTion of the 
Return of town of Alloft, and the prince of Parma made 
tb^sjmnifl, himfelf matter of Steenwick and Lierres, He was 
foon after enabled to aft with greater vigovur than 
the weaknefs of his army had hitlierto permitted 
him to exert. Having confented with great re- 
luftance to the difmiffion of the Italian and Spa- 
nifh troops, he had employed all his addrefs to 
convince the Walloons that it was in vain for them 
to expeft, with their own forces alone, to bring 
the war to a conclufion. He found it extremely 
difficult to overcome their diffidence, and was 
obliged to obferve the utmoft caution, in order to 
avoid awakening thofe fufpicions which they had 
long indulged againft the Spaniards. At length how-r 
9ver he accomplifhed his defign through the mar* 
quis de Roubais, who, as was mentioned above^ 
had a£ted a principal part in promoting the recon- 
cilement of the fouthern provinces. With this 
poblemap, Farnefe had formed an intimate con- 
nexion, and had laboured affiduoufly to make him 
fenfible how neceffary it was that the tfoopslhould 
be permitted to return, The marquis, flattered 
with the familiarity to which he was admitted, 
and prompted by the view of advancing his credit 
with the king, yielded at laft tothepnqce's feli- 
citations, and then employed his influence with 
the States fo effeftually, that they not only con- 
fented to the return of the forces, but even peti- 
tioned the king for it in the moft earneft terms ^ 

Nothing could be more acceptable to Philip 
than this application, and orders were immediately 
fent to Iialy for the march of four regiments of 
veterans, confifting of near ten thouSnd men ; 

whoj 

' BentivogHo, p. 258, 
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filled with the mod difquieting apprehenfions when 
, they looked forward to the opening of a new 
icSi. campaign. Anjou, who participated with them 
Aajouf oil- in tne anxiety which fo critical a fituation was 
Jj^^*?^ fitted to excite, did every thing in his power to 
ther. procure from France the fuccours which he had 

given them reafon to expedt. After many delays, 
the duke de Montpenfier and marefchal Biron ar- 
rived in the Netherlands in the end of November, 
with between feven and eight thoufand men, partly 
Swifs and partly French. With this reinforce* 
ment, under fo able a general as Biron, Anjou 
perceived that he might' retard the progrefs of 
the prince of Parma's arms, but that he could not 
hope either to expel him from his new conquefts, 
or to bring the war to a conclufion : he therefore 
renewed his folicitations at the court of France, 
and endeavoured to engage his brother more 
heartily to efpoufe his caufe. 

Henry's de- Henr Y*s counfcHors wcrc much divided in their 
"^'»"~- opinions with regard to the meafures proper to be 
purfued on this occafion. By fome of them, th^ 
prefent opportunity was reprefented as the hap- 
pieft that could offer for uniting the Netherlands 
to the crown of France. But, as thefe men did 
not intend to advance the intereft erf Anjou, they 
did not employ any argument addrefled to Henry's 
friendftiip or generofity ; and inftead of exhorting 
him to afford his brother aid fufficient to eftablifli 
himfelf fecurely in his new fovereiffnty, they ad- 
vifed him only to give him fuch affiltance as might 
enable him to ftop the progrefs of the Spaniih 
arms. To this counfel theyfubjoined, that Henry 
ought to maintain a fleet in the Channel, and an 
amiy on the frontier of Luxemburg, in order to 
prevent the prince of Parma from receiving fup- 
plies from Spain or Italy. And in this pofture, 
they faid, he ought to wait, without expofing his 
troops to the hazards of war, till the contending 
parties (hould exhauft their ftrength, when it would 

be 
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he eafy for him to drfvt the Spaiiiards cut of the I 
Nechcrlandg^ and his broiher anj The States^ in ^ 
order to obtain his proTfffcion^ would glad fy iicocpt 
of whaxn*er terms tie ftirnild think fit to impciti. 
But fuch a plan, which the greit abilitres of Fiir- 
nefe would have difooncerttfd, -was too rf fined, 
ind required to:> much kbouir^ paticntXi attenitarl 
and eacpf nee, to be reliftiod by a prince (o indolent 
and voluptuous OS Henty, whcj was ib irapr^^vidtnt 
of t!ic future, and whofc aftairs were to exceed- 
ingly invoked. 

He hftened with lefs rtlafhnct to z propafalH. 
made him by fomeoihers of his counfclJOM, vrhol'i 
bciiig well at-quainiiflJ ^ilh Iri tharaCier, perceiv- 
ed tJuit his hcfiticion proceeded in^tj^neat rneafyrc 
from ihc Ibarne of d<;i'crLfng hijs btother, snd that 
in KrUity he willat-d fur a pretence to rrjcit h'* 
flpplicAtlon. Thde mi;n, l^cfet tfnemies to the 
dukci and pjirtifaus of PlJIip, whofc monq' it 
was btlicvcfd they had pioceplcd, ^ ere afraid to de- 
clare rjpcnlv Agaiali a maaiure in which the hcir- 
appaient of the crown, fupportcd by ibc qnesi- 
mtrther, was fo deeply iritntilcd. They aflcV^ed 
iQ approve higfily of die granting Atjdu's rer[ueft, 
provided the king could comply with it coiitR- 
cntly with the intereft of his kingdom. Biit b;ith 
the tntcreft and honour of France^ they tTujughl, 
rcqtii/ed tliat the States (liould previ^jufly agfcr^ 
that, jn the event of rhc dattc's doidi wlihoui Ti- 
flic, the king and his hetK (honld Aiccecd him in 
iIk fcirereigaty dfthe Netherlands. They kucw 
that the Starts tvoiild tiot confent to LMsconditiiin, 
It w*Sj howei'^r, propofed ig them, a[id [lavlnj 
met with that reception frotn t!iim wh;ch ihtrt 
was fealbn to exp?ci, notice was ^oon afterrtarda 
fenl to Anjou by the q-ict-^-motFier, and liifi o:hcr 
tricndfl, oftbe Hnfuccefiful Ifliie of tlteircmicavoLiO 
\a iwvz him =. 

r Thunv, lib- iiv[i c g. Mctn™, JJb. li. 
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B^o K This difappointtnent, which rendered it ini-» 
^ poffible for him to fulfil the expectations of his new 
lubjedts, was calculated to give him the moft fen- 
- fible concern. A candid and grateful prince would 
have thought himfelf bound more Itrongiy than 
ever to exert himfelf in their behalf; and, by a 
careful attention to their interefts, joined to a 
faithful difcharjge of his other obligations, to atone 
for his failure in that engagement which he was 
unable to perform. Widely different were the 
fentiments which arofe in the mind of the faithlefs 
ungenerous Anjou. Apprehenfive that the Fle- 
mings, difgufted on account of -their difappoint- 
ment in thofe hopes of afliftance with whiqh they 
had been deluded, might withdraw their alle-^ 
giance from him, and reconcile themfelves to 
their former fovereign; he refolved to prevent 
them from executing this defign, in cafe they 
fhould conceive it, and in violation of all the 
oaths which he had fworn fo lately, he formed a 
plan of depriving them of their liberty, by mak* 
ing himfdr mafter of all the towns into which hi^ 
troops had already found, or coi44 by force o^ 
itratagem find admiffion. 

This ftrange defign, it is faid, was firft fug-r 
gefled to him by his partifans in France, in order 
to induce Henry to grant him the alliflance which 
he folicited; and it was flrongly recommended 
by Fervaques, and other French nobility who had 
accompanied him to the Netherlands. Thefe 
men were all real or pretended friends to Anjou, 
and affc^ed to be deeply concerned for his ho* 
nour, with which they perfuaded him, that^ fuch 
a limited authority as he poffeifed was utterly in- 
compatible. Had they been his moft inveterate 
enemies, they could not have advifed him to a 
meafure more likely to prove fatal to his intereft. 
Yet this wc*ak prince, without communicating his 
intention to Biron or Monpenlier, who would 

have 
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hitvc refufcd thtrr confent, readily tmbracud the Book 
cDunfd iliai waji gi^-en him^ and mimediatcly ^ ^y^- 
proceeded to c}dibcra.te with hii advLifrj cohcerti-r "^ 
jjig tilt mean£ of carrying it tjiro ex^utJQn ^ * 

It was agreed, that the French Troops, in n\i ,j^j 
the lown^ where thty were quartered, (houjd, 
under the pretence of a mucinj, tske up amis^ 
and expcJ Ehe gariilbns;! and in ihk nunner he 
got poffelliQn of Dtmfcirk^ Dijcinunde, Dcndnt- 
monde^ and ieveral other places ^ but hrs principd 
objc^cl WAS tht city of A^niwerp, It would have 
been in v^n, he believed, to itietnpt making 
himlclf mailer of fo Itrong a place by open fbtce, 
With fo fmall a number of his troops bs were 
^vithm the city ^ and Therefore, in conjunction 
uith his couihellors, he ejcerttd all his ingenuity 
in contriving how force and artifice might bo 
united. On this occafion, fortune i«med to fa- 
vour hid deflgrin Towards the middle of January, 
after the froft had continued for ftjrac time, the 
States (jgnitTcd their inttniion to have his troops 
etnployed in an eipediriun againll ibmc of the 
enemy's towns in Friefland, which, on acc^:iuni 
of their wet {ituation, were accetTibIc only in the 
(jme of ftoft, Anjon pretended to enter with 
gteflt alacrity into this deftgn. He ImmediBEely 
gave orders fo hjive his troooa conducted to the 
villages iri the neighbourhooq of Anr^vcrp, where 
be held them ready to march upon the ihortefl no- 
tjct+and,under\anou5pretence5, hebroughttohis 
court ac Antweqialmoft all theFrenchnoblelTe, who 
had been dilperfed tliroughout the Nctherlandd. 

Beihc thns prepared, his ohn wnstofeize upon 
t}^ gate of Cronenbui^, wtilch lay neatt to the 
palace, witi] his body-guards, and to iniTodtu:e 
ntB iiTTpy filently m iht nighl^ bur, on the day 
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•Book immediately preceding, an obicurc report of his 
^^jJL' J intention was circulated among the citizens, and 
J-8-, a general alarm excited. The prince of Orange 
and the magiftrates thought it proper to hrfbrm 
the duke of this report, and propofed to hang up 
lights in the city, and to ftrctch chains acrofe the 
ftreets and gates, in order to quiet the apprehen- 
fions of the people. Anjou could not, without 
confirming the- lufpicions entertained againft him^ 
refufe his confent to this propofal ; but as he pof- 
feffed a confiderable fhare of his mother*s dupli- 
city and artifice, he aflumed with fo much feem- 
mg fmcerity , the appearance of indignation againft 
the authors of the report, accompanied with fuch 
ftrong profeffions of attachment to the Nether^ 
lands in general, and the city of Antwerp in par- 
ticular, that not only the magiftrates, but even 
the prince of Orange was almoft perfuadedof his 
innocence. The ftreets however were bairicaded,^ 
the whole town was illuminated, and many of the 
citizens were under arms, 

Tjtese clrcumftances having made it neceflary 
for Anjon to change his plan, he went early next 
morning to the pnnce ot Grangers apartntent ia 
the caftTe, and after informing him that he had 
ordered his troops to be drawn out for a general 
review before their departure for Friefland, he 
defired the prince to witncfs it. Whether Wil- 
liam had ftill any fufpicion of his defign is un- 
certain ; but he refufed to accompany him, al- 
leging the badnefs of the day, and the ftate of 
his wound, as an excufe for his refufal; and he 
advifed the duke to put off the review till fome 
future day, when the people would be entirely 
delivered from thofe apprehenfions with which 
they weje at prefent difquieted. Anjou pretend- 
ed that he would comply with his advice, and 
left him ^ but foon afterwards he fent him no- 
tice. 
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ticc, that, finding the day grown better, he ftill Boot 
refoived to hold the review, as he had at firft ^J^ '^ 
diredted. He then gave orders to remove the ,53^ 
barricades in the ftreet which leads to the gate 
of Ripdorp, and fet out, attended with a reti- 
nue in arms, amounting to between two and 
three hundred men. 

He had no fooner pafled the gate and the draw- 
bridge, than his attendants fell fword in hand 
upon the guards, and having butchered fome of 
them, obliged the reft to take (helter in the 
guard-houfe. The orders which he had feAt to 
the camp had been punctually executed. The 
whole army was in motion, and feventeen com- 
panies of foot, fix nundred lances, and foiir 
troops of horfe were at hand, and ready to enter 
the city. They rufhed in impetuoufly ; and, 
having fet fire to fome houfes near the gate, as. a 
fignal for the reft of the troops to haften forward, 
they fpread themfelves over the town, crying out, 
*' May the mafs flourifh: the city istakeq." 

The citizens had been in fome meafur^ freed 
from their apprehenfions^ by Anjou*s protefta- 
tions on the evening before ; but they had not 
been put entitely off their guard. They flew in- 
ftantly to arms, and quickly formed a clofe com*- 
padked body, of fufficient ftrength to make, head 
againft the enemy. Their number was foon aug- 
mented by others, who flocked to their afliftance 
from every quarter of -the city. None declined 
expofing themfelves to danger, or trufted to 
others for their defence. They remembered the 
devaftations which had been committed fome 
> ears before by the mutinous Spaniards, ^nd were 
y^erfuaded, that they could not now avoid a re- 
petition of the difafters which they then fuffered, 
by any other means, but by exerting their ut- 
moft vigour, and (hewing, each man for him- 

felf 
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Tti£ number of ;he FnMi*:H found dc^ ja diF- 
ftrent pirti of 'l^e tii>t imountcd to fifteen hun- 
''d:ed, iunung vhom wcrt up^^aidi of three hun 
dred perlORs of diltint^oii. Aitd the pri Toners, 
including thulc who lurrtndcrtd to ihc prince of 
Orange, were computed at two ihoufand. So 
grea^ flflS the \o\\ v-hxh Anit>a luuainod from this 
S-t*>Ticesied cnierpnfe; while only one hundred 
of the inhflbi tints s^ctc killed, and the fame num- 
ber voLindcd. It vculd be ini^>oiriblc, nrjtwith- 
fi^iJbg The defpcrate bravery of the citizens, to 
attount for this exiremc dif parity bciwi^tt the lofs 
on the one fide, and that un the other, were it not 
far a clrcJmftant^ which one of the htflcjrians>i 
has mentioned, that the French, either frr>m ne- 
gligence, or their generars canfidence of iiJGcefs, 
had bvoLigt^i vety liulc ammunition with them, 
and ftnfjd, dining the ^reateft part of the oT*nbat, 
cxpofed lo the enemy's fivr^ ViitlK>ut havhig any 
o\her weapon to defend them hut their f\vtjrds. 

It 15 eafier to i machine than defciibe the confu- 
fniin wit Si uhich Anjuii mult havt been, over- 
whelmed, when he lejle^litcd un t lie egregious fol- 
ly into which he had been betrayed. Hl paiTed 
the night Iji a neighbouring fom c Lulled B rchem, 
where there was neither furriitnre nor prr>vifions. 
From that place he wrote a tetlei to the fcnateof 
Anlwcrp, inwhlch, after boartln^abfiirdly erf" the 
proofs whi^h he had given of his attachnnent to 
ihcNethcrlands, he Subjoined, That although the 
mi sfcirtune which had happened, h^td iriihn from 
the unworthy Lceaiment which he had met with 
yet he vas deeply penetrated with forrow and re- 
pentance on account of it ^ tliac he f\ill retained 
ill his wonted cilTecVton towards I hern, Lind had 
fen I ihcm thiii k'ticr partl\ to erK^uirc what weie 
then Intention 5 with rctpcc\ to hi in, and partly to 
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defirc that they *ould fend him h\b pnpers, ftimi- 
iLUtj and fcrvarvta ; hoping ihal theit Iflft, vho 
vac entirely innocc^nt of ixhsx. had been done, ^ 
fb(?uJd not fuS'er any horm ^ 

To tliii icLtcr lilt frnaie made bd rrturn, Lut 
rtferred it ^o the conJtikratitjn of tiie pririce of 
Oningc and dte Sihies j and in ihc mtiin lime Ajt- 
>iii being utterly dtftitute of evf rv tbfngnccefTflt^ 
for the fupporl tif hJs troops, left Bcrditm ami df 
retltd b\s march toward sDendrempndc* J^e iii4^ 
tf^cdcd to iTave gone thither bv ^he (hortefl raad^' 
but die citiiens of Antwerp having feni a nuiubflr' 
of Sfmed vcfttls to oppolc bii pafiagt ovtr tlic 
Schdd, he was obhgcd trs turn bflck, and ru fetch 
a comp^fs round bv Diiflel, Mcdilln^ Rim^nanT, 
and Vilvordtn. In T-tiJa niiirch, hcfides fuffcring 
the greatefl: hardlhJf^s in hi^ ciwn perfon, he. hit a 
coniidcrable number of hia troops, by an inunda- 
tion of [he riii-er Nethc. From DuRcl h? wrott 
letters to thir governors of Brufftli, und othetf 
places, in i*hich he tlirew the Mvhult; blanv: of 
what had happened on theinhabitantBof Ajimtfp, 
and rcprtfentcd the aJTair bs a tunii[]f, in wJiieh 
htf troopa, when tipon ihtif way to thecam^], M 
interfccfdi but which had urifcnin cunlctiuenwof 
ilie ill ufage whith he himfelf had rev^hed. This 
difinecnucju& oinda^t fefved to ejc^LJxiiate the per^- 
pic Qi Antwerp more ihaji ever a&iirift lijni, and 
ibey nubiiihed a vindicaijon q( their coddui^t, fct- 
ting furth, '* That they had in all reifwcls de- 
meaned ihcmftlves towards him as became good 
and faithful fubjctks. They had given liime^fon. 
metre than thtir proportion of the fujipliw, find 
hid raifed the fum of ftventy ihuutaiid guildtrs? 
uhidi^ iiiAend of applying it to pay th£J^rcar& 
due to the army, he hod dillrcbiitcd among his 
French and Swjfs troops to tncotiragc tlwra in their 
VuL.il. L la*» 

' Melma. p. il9^ 
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fwfeiied the lovtiTT^irty. frrt Acy co«i! 

while hn]iAi ThM nufhr of rerrral of ihd 
ficd iQwns^ and iht prince of Pann* I 
roijnd them with an iitnv, iMirift "vrhh 
wtre unable tt> contend In this pcjpl^xi' 
intreattd the pnijce of Dr»r^ge, who had I 
remained ftlent, tq nJTift thtiti i^ith his c 
Nrj ptffrpii fell TTV-rrt fctifiblj^ for the diftn 
which Anjou'B tonciiij had plung^ the 
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dcracy ; and no perfon had a jufter ground of pro- Boor 
vocation. It was by his means chiefly that An- *^]["V, 
jou had obtained the foverelgnty ; and yet it could ^ g 
not be doubted, that in fending Fervaques with 
troops to the caftle, as above related, the inten- 
tion was to deprive him either of his life or his 
liberty. Notwithftanding this, William had at 
firft interpofed to prevent the citizens from ufing 
any violence againft the prifoners ; and he now 
gave the following conciliatory advice to the States 
in writing, as he generally did in matters which 
he deemed of high importance. 

" It was not, he faid, without reludlance, that 
he had refolved to deliver his opinion on the dif- 
ficult qucftion which was now before them, as it 
had of late been the pradice of many perfons to 
blame him for every misfortune that had befallen 
the confederacy. Even if he had been invefted 
with abfolute authority, their cenfure would have 
been unjuft, fmce the iffues of things belong to 
God only, and no man can anfwer for the fuccefs 
of the bcft concerted enterprife. Confidering his 
age, and the injuftice witn which he had been 
treated, it would be prudent perhaps not to ex- 
X)fe himfelf again to the obloquy of his detrattors. 
! Jut his concern for the profperity of the Nether- 
ands would not fufFer him to maintain that fi- 
ence, which a regard to Ws perfonal eafe and fe- 
curity required ; efpecially as they had affured him 
that they would take in good part, and interpret 
favourably, whatever counfel he ftiould offer. 

** Nothing was farther from his intention than 
to attempt tojuftify that atrocious violence which 
had been lately perpetrated : on the contrary, he 
thought the condud of the duke had been fuch 
as proved beyond a poilibility of doubt, that he 
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Book had forfeited his title to the fovereignty. Not-' 
, withftanding this, no perfon, he believed, who 
fufFered himfelf to conhder attentively the coiirfe 
of events fince their fii ft connexion with the duke, 
would deny that this connexion had been attend- 
ed with advantages. By his troops, not only the 
fiege of Cambray, but that of Lochem too, had 
been raifed, and the whole province of Guelder- 
land thereby faved from the depredations of the 
enemy. In confequence of his elefkion, peace had 
been eftabliftied between the catholics and proteft- 
ants in France, and the latter left at liberty to enter 
into the fcrvice of the States. Not to mention what 
they ought perhaps to prize more than any thing 
clfe, that, by eledlmg the duke for their fovereign, 
not only the authority, but the name and arms of 
Spain, had been abolifhed in the Netherlands, and 
a foundation laid, upon which their liberty might be 
firmly eftabliftied, provided they fhould exert 
themfelves with their wonted zeal and vigour. 
When thefe things were confidered, there would 
not appear much ground for the cenfures pafled 
on thofe by whom the duke's election had been 
promoted. But whether they had judged wifely 
or unwjfely, the States muft now refolve either to 
make peace with the king of Spain, or truft for 
the future to their own ftrength, or enter into 
terms of accommodation with the duke. 

'• With regard to the firft of thefe, he obfer\'- 
ed, that befides that all the fame reafons ftill fub^ 
fifted againft returning under the Spanifti yoke^ 
which had formerly determined them to ftiake it 
off; it muft appear prepofterous to think of re- 
conciling themfelves as fubjedls, to a prince, whofe 
name and enfigns were obliterated, and whofe au- 
thority they had fo Iblemnly renounced. There 
was truth in what fome perfons (friends of Spain 
more than their native country) had fuggeited, 

that 
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that it was more defirable for the people of the \y^^^ ^ 
Low Countries to be fubjedl to a diftant, than to y_ - ^-u 
a neighbouring prince, as it muft be more difficult 1583. 
for the former, than for the latter to encroach up- 
on their libeity. But this maxim could not, in the 
prefent divided ftate of the Netherlands, be urged 
in favour of the dominion of the king of Spain; 
who, befides p.^fleffing a pov^'erful army ready to 
overwhelm them, was abfolute matter of feveral 
of the provinces ; and was therefore, in reality, 
much nearer to the Qonfederacy tlian any other 
prince, 

*' Prompted by this ^nd other confiderations, 
they had beftowed the fovereignty on the duke of 
Anjou ; and be, it could not be denied, had for- 
feited his title to it. This was acknowledged even 
by the duke himfelf, who was now fenfible of his 
folly. But notwithilanding his repentance, there 
was much ground to doubt of the expediency of 
entering into a fecond agreement with one by 
whom the firft had been fo grofsly violated. There 
was ground to dread that the fame evil counfellors, 
by whom the duke had been once deluded, might 
again deceive him -, and there was reafon to fuf- 
ped, that confidence could not be foon reft(jred 
between the French troops and the people of the 
Netherlands. 

" On the other hand, he thought it his duty to 
call their attention to the confequences which muft 
attend their refufmg to be pacified. The duke 
would deliver all the fortified to wns which he pof- 
felTed, into the hands of the Spaniards. B )th he 
and his brother, the king of France, would from 
fiiends be converted into the moil bitter enemies; 
from whom all that mifchief might be expedled, 
that can be contrived and execute 1 by thofe who 
are ftimulated by ambition, and inflamed with 
animofity and refentmeru. An immediate ftop 
would be put by the French kino:, to their com- 
merce witli his fubjec1;s ; and while he would (hnt 
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Book his harbours againft their (hips, he would open a 
^_^J" ; ^ paffage through his dominions for the troops of 
1583. the king of Spain. Even the queen of England, 
though highly diffatisfied with the duke's con- 
dud, yet were (he to be informed that the States 
had obftinately refufed to be reconciled, would be 
exceedingly offended. And if they ftiould lofe 
her favour, as well as that of France, to what 
other friend could they have recourfe, either able 
or willing to fupport them ? They muft for the 
future truft for their prefervation entirely to them- 
felves. They mult, without delay, make a nu- 
merous augmentation of their forces ; and yet he 
knew not where thel'e forces could be raifed, fmce 
the devaluation of the war had been fo great in 
every province of the confederacy, that fcarcely a 
fufficient number of the people remained, to carry 
on their trade and manufactures. In order to 
maintain fijch an army as was neceflfary, much 
larger fums of money were requifite, than had 
hitherto been collefted. What thefe were, would 
appear from the fcheme which he now delivered 
to them, containing a particular defcription of all 
the ordinary and extraordinary cxpences of the 
war. From the difficulty which they had expe- 
rienced in procuring money for paying the gar- 
rifons alone, they might judge whether they were 
poflTefled of funds adequate to the expence both 
of thefe and of an army in the field ; without 
which, it was impolTible that they could for any 
confiderable time refill the enemy. 

** He was far from cenfuring thofe who advifed 
them to truft to the Almighty for proteftion. The 
counfel of thefe perfons was pious and well in- 
tended; but he thought, that to engage in any 
difficult enterprife without the means of carrying 
it into execution, was more properly to tempt the 
Divine Providence than to truft in it ; and that 
thofe only could be faid to excrcifc a proper tnift 
in God, who, after embracing the moft favour- 
able 
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able opportunities of adion, had rccourfe to Hea- 
ven by prayer, to, crown their undertakings with 
fucccfs. It behoved them therefore ftill attentive- 
ly to confider their ftrength and their refources ; 
and if, without foreign affiftance, they fhoiild find 
them fufficient for the purpofes which they had iti 
view, they would, in his opinion, judge wifely in 
lefolving to retain the fovereignty in their own 
hands. 

** There was a time when the people of theNe- 
therlands might have eftablifhed themfelves in this 
happy ftate of freedom and independem:e ; wheri, 
in fpitc of the king of Spain, they might have ex- 
pelled his brother John of Auftria from the pro- 
vinces. But our prefent fituation, continued Wil- 
liam, is widely different from what it was at the 
lime of which I (jpeak. A powerful Spanifh army, 
feconded by thole who were then our friends, is at 
our gates. The ftrength of the confederacy is 
impaired. Even with the afliftancc of the French 
troops, we have been unable to flop the progrefs 
-of the enemy. If neverthelefs you (hall, upon 
inquiry, find that you are able, by making greater 
exertions, to do more alone, than when you were 
aflilled by others, banilh for ever all thoughts of 
an accommodation with the duke, and refolve 
henceforth, alone and unaffifted, to oppofe both 
him and the Spaniards. Proceed inftantly to the 
execution of your defign. But I dread that be- 
fore you can make the preparations neceflary for 
entering upon adion, before you can colledt either 
the troops or the money requifite, and even before 
you can appoint a general to command your forces, 
many of your towns will be taken ; and many of 
them defpairing of relief, will enter into terms of 
accommodation with the Spaniards. For thefe 
reafons you will judge, perhaps, that in your pre- 
fent circumftances the wifeft refolution which you 
can form, is to enter into a treaty of reconcile- 
ment with the duke. And if this (hall be the re- 
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Book fult of your deliberations, I have only one other 
^xvoL^ counfel to fuggeft, which is, to give particular at- 
1583. tention in your new agreement to prevent the for- 
tified towns from being expofed on, any future 
occafion to that danger from which the city of 
Antwerp has fo narrowly efcaped ; and for this 
purpofe to require, that no officer or foldier (hall 
be ^dniitted into garrifoqs without taking an oath 
of allegiance and fidelity to the States •." 

mtJITrfthc This reafoning of the prince of Orange pro- 
sutetwith duced the defured effeft upon a great majority of 
Mireh 8th ^^^ deputies, and a negociation was immediately 
' begun, and foon afterwards a treaty of peace and 
reconciliation was concluded on the following 
conditions ; That all the French prifoners in Ant- 
werp (hould be fet at liberty, the duke's papers 
and other effedts reftored, and ninety thouland 
guilders given him for difcharging the arrears 
due to his troops. That he (hould deliver up all 
the towns which he had feized, retire to Dunkirk 
with four hundred foot and three hundred horfe, 
find remain there till every point of difference 
fhould be entirely fettled ; that he (hould renew 
the oath which he took at his inauguration, to go^ 
vern the provinces according to the fundamental 
lawS;, ana that all his troops fhould take an oath 
of allegiance to the States, binding themfelves to 
ferve them faithfully againft their enemies, and 
never to be concerned in any attempt to the pre- 
judice of their authority. 

Attempts en As in promoting this agreement the prncc of 
prfn^^of **** Oi'ange appears to have adted under a conviction, 
Orangp. that there was no other expedient by which the 
confederacy could be faved from ruin ; fo, in be- 
ing able to perfuade the States to adopt it, he 
gave the moil convincing proof of his unlimited 
influence over that affembly. The people in ge- 
neral, 
^ Ytn Metcr^n and Thuanui. 
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fleral^ efpcdally in Flanders and Brabant, were Book 
extremely avcrfe from all accommodation. Their >^T"^ ■ 
hereditary antipathy againft the French had, on j^gj. 
I this occafion, rifen to the greateft height. Many 
I of the deputies too were animated u iih the £ame 
averfion and refentment ; nor can it be doubted^ 
that if they had not been prevented by that de- 
ference which they had been long accuftomed to 
entertain for William's opinion, they would have 
proceeded againft Anjou to the utmoft extremities, 
and have refolved never more to acknowledge his 
authority. The Spaniards were not ignorant by 
whom the States had been prevented from form* 
ing this refolution ; and they were now convinced, 
that, till the prince of Orange were removed, no 
event, ^owever promifmg, would induce the con- 
federates to return to their allegiance. They had 
recourfe therefore to the difhonourable means of 
private affaflination ; and to attempt it, different 
perfons were inftigated about this time by Philip 
or his miniftcrs ; one of them by Phil'p himfeif, 
according to the declaration of the criminal ; bjt 
more probably, by his minifters at Madrid ; ano- 
ther by his ambaifador at the court of France ; 
and a third by the marquis de Roubais and the 
prince of Parma, The confpiracy of the t ao 
former was deteded, and they fuffered dtath; 
and the laft, a French cfncer, whom Ronba-s had 
taken prifoner, and who had pretended to agree 
to the propofal, in order to procire his liberty, 
gave information to William's friends of the ar- 
guments which had been employed to perf jade 
him, and fhewed by his crynduct afterwards in the 
fervice of the States, the fincerity of his abhorrence 
of that unhallowed deed vhich he had been fo- 
licited to perform''. 

The 
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Book The danger to which the prince was fo often 
^^'"' cxpofed from the inveterate refentment of the 
ttSt. Spaniards, ought to have endeared his perfon and 
Difconienu counfels to his countrymen, and tlifey produced 
«f the people ^j^jg cfft€t in a high degree upon all thofe who were 
able to comprehend the wifdom and moderation 
with which he had condufted their affairs. But 
great numbers having formed their judgment of 
Anjou*s election to the fovereignty, from the late 
unhappy confequences with which it had been 
accompanied^ could not refrain from afcribing 
fome finifter intention to thofe who had been 
adlive in promoting it. They were incapable of 
difcerning the ftrength of the motives by which 
William had been prompted to advife the States 
to renew their agreement, and they even foftered 
fufpicions of his having attached himfelf to the 
duke, with a view to fome private advantage. 
This fpirit of difcontent was not confined to the 
vulgar, but likewifc infedted feveral of the de- 
puties of the States, who became fuUen and re- 
traftory ; and by their contentious oppofition to 
alnwft every meafure that was propofed, difturbed 
and retarded the deliberations of thataffembly. A 
great majority however of the members agreed to 
employ the French and Swifs troops under mare- 
fchal Biron, whom the duke had appointed to 
command them. Biron having not only had no 
concern in the attempt upon Antwerp, but having 
.been confidered by Anjou as one by whom it 
would have been oppofed, was the moft unex- 
ceptionable perfon to whom the command could 
have been committed, and he had been long dif- 
tinguiftied for his military ikill and experience. 
At firft his arms were attended with fuccefs. He 
compelled the fort of Wouda to furrender, and 
with inferior forces he repulfed the prince of 
Parma, who had attacked his lines near the town 
of Rofendal. But it was impoffible for him with 
fo fmall an arnly to Hop the progrefs of the 

Spaniards 
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Spaniards in other places, or to face them in the 
open field. Famcfe therefore pulh'ed his conquefts _ 
with great rapidity, and made himfelf mailer of ^7<8v 
Endove, Dieft, and Wefterlo, while he pradlifed 
every art of negociation and intrigue againft 
Bruges, Ghent, and other places. ^ 

Du R I N c the courfe of thefe tranfaftions the duke 
of Anjou fell into a lingering illnefs at Dunkirk, 
which was generally fuppofed to be the efFedl of 
thofe hardftiips which he fufFcred in his retreat 
from Antwerp. Whether he believed himfelf in- 
fecurc in his prefent fituation, while the prince of 
Parma was fo briikly carrying on his conquefts in 
the neighbourhood, or found that his. health re- 
quired a change of air, and a relaxation from the 
fatigues of bufinefs, or whether he had conceived 
hopes at this time of obtaining, by a perfonal in- 
terview with his brother, more powerful afliftancc 
than he had hitherto received, does not appear 
with fufRcient evidence. But whatever was the 
motive which determined him, he left Dunkirk 
and fet out for France, 

The prince of Parma was no fooner informed Progrdi of 
of his departure, than he quitted Herentals, and^*»^P'',"<^°f 
led his troops to Dunkirk. The States, aware of »^** 
the importance of that place, ordered marihal 
Biron to march with all his forces to its relief. 
But fuch was the refentment which the Ghentefe 
and other Flemings had conceived againft the 
French, ' that no conCderation could prevail upon 
them to fufFer Biron to pafs through their terri- 
tories. They had refolved, they faid, never to 
accede to the late agreement with the duke, whom 
they could not truft, and they would not be in- 
debted to his troops for their defence. The con- 
fequence to be expeded followed. The garrifon 
of Dunkirk, which confifted wholly of French, 
gave up the town in a few days to the prince of 

Parma. 
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Parma. He then laid fiege to Nieuport, and took 
it with fo much facility, as gave ground for a 
fufpicion of treachery on the part of the garrifon* 
He intended next to have invefted Oftend, but 
having learnt that the prince of Orange had taken 
particular pains to provide for its fecurity, he re-r 
linquiflied his defign ; and having turned his arms 
againft Dixmude and Meningen, he fubdued thefe 
and feveral other places with a degree of celerity 
with which the people of the Netherlands had 
never bwn accuftomed to fee any military enters 
prifes carried on. But his fuccels fcrved only to 
dazzle and confound the confederates, inftead of 
opening their eyes to the fatal confequences of 
that difcord which had expofed fo great a num- 
ber pf their affociates an eafy prey to rtie Spaniards; 
Except augmenting the garrifons of two or three 
towns, in the prefervation of which fome of the 
deputies were perfonally interefted, no vigorous 
refolution of any confequence was formed by the 
States, although they held their feflions daily, and 
were daily alarmed with frefli accounts or fomc 
new lofs which the confederacy had fuflained. 

About this time an incident fell out at Ant-* 
foiiicwt werp which ftrongly marks the fpirit by which 
Jfjj^ 5* the Flemings were adtuated on this occafion. The 
onnge. prfncc of Orange having given orders for building 
an additional rampart for the greater fecurity o? 
the caftle, fome fecret partifans of Spain took oc- 
cafion from thence to infmuate, that he intended 
to deliver that fortrefs to the French, and was 
now preparing it for their reception. The people 
too eafily believed this injurious fuggeftion ; and 
having taken up arms, they ran tumultuoufly to 
the caftle, with a rcfolution to expel the garrifon. 
William immediately prefented himfelf before 
them. The fight of a perfon whom they had 
been fo long accuftomed to revere, joined to the 
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evidence which they received on the fpot, of the Book 
utter falfehood of that report which they had fo ^^fj^^ 
rallily credited, appeafed the fury of the greater ^ -83« 
number, and quelled the tumult. But there were 
fome among them more audacious and malignant 
than the reft, who called him by the contumelious 
names of deferter and traitor of his country. This 
treatment, fo unmerited from a people whom he 
had faved from ruin, afFedted him in the moft fen- 
fible manner. He admoniflied the magiftrates to 
take cognifance of the licentioufnefs which th^y 
had witnefied ; but finding, that, on account of 
the great number of the guilty, they were afraid 
to exercife their authority, he left Antwerp, and 
retired into Zealand, after having delivered direc- He retires 
tions to the magiftrares in writing, for the go- yj^l^ 
vernment and defence of the city, and nominated 
the Sicur de St. Aldegonde, chief magiftrate, or 
governor," for the enfumg year «. 

William did not intend by changing the 
place of his refidence to withdraw his attention 
from the fouthern provinces. He interefted him- 
felf as much as ever in their affairs, and meant 
only to provide for his own fecurity, and to remove 
the aflembly of the States (which was fummoned 
to meet at Middleburg) to a fituation in which 
t!ie deputies would not be fo much influenced by 
the emiifaries of Spain, nor fo much difturbed in 

their 

4 or the afTedtion of the maritime provinces towards the 
prince of Orange, and of the trail and confidence which they 
repofed in him, he received about thia time a confpicuoos proof, 
by a relblurion into which all the cities entered, except two, of 
creating him earl of Holland and Zealand, with all the powers ^ 

and pnvileges which belonged to that ancient dignity. How 
far the prince himfelf contributed to their forming this refolution, 
coes not appear from the cotemporary hidorians. It did not 
contrad:6t the treaty between the United States and the duke of 
Anjou ; as, by that treaty, the maritime provinces had only 
bound themfelves to contribute their fhare of the public cx- 
pences. Yet it vr^s matter of fome obloquy againft the prince, 
of whom it was Gud, th^Lt he had not been uattentive to his 
private intercft. PonrrTf> 
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their ddibcrarions by the tumuhuous difpaiition 
of the people. He ftill employed all his intereft 

^'^TsiT *o rtconcilc the cities of Brabant and Flanders to 
the continuance of the French troops in the Ne- 
therlands. And his endeavours proved efFedtual 
with Bruflcls, and fome other towns which lay 
neareft to the enemy ; but Ghent, and moft 
of the other cities, remained as inflexible as ever, 
and refolved never to admit the French within 
their territories, or to be indebted to them for 
proteftion. The States therefore found it necef- 
fary to give orders for the departure of thcfe 
troops, at a time when every friend of his country, 
who fuffered himfelf to refledt on the critical fitu- 
ation of the confederacy, thought that the pro- 
vinces ought rather to have made conceffions to 
Anjou and the French king, in order to induce 
the latter to augment their number. Biron put 
them on board tranfports at Biervlict, and thence 

Aogatta/. condudted them by fea to France. 

The. Spaniards were now at liberty to purfuc 
their conquefts almoft without oppofition. Far- 
nefe immediately formed the blockade of Ipres. 
Aloft was fold to him by an Engliih and Walloon 
garrifon for the payment of their arrears. The 
country of Waes, and the town of Ruplemonde 
on the Scheld, were fubdued, and Zutphen too 
was taken by furprife ; the confequcnce of which 
was, that the Veluwe, an extenfive territory be- 
tween the Iflel and the Rhine, was laid open to 
the incurfions of the enemy. 

In the mean time the fecret partifans of Spain 
were daily increafing in Bruges, Ghent, and other 
places. Many perfons had declared themfdves 
agiunft Anjou with fo much violence, that they 
dreaded his return. Many were intimidated by 
the rapidity of the prince of Parma's conquefts. 
Some having been tnti:uiled with the public money, 
were afraid of being called to account for their 
management of it by the prince of Orange and 
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the States, and all of them were allured to their Book 
tirft allegiance by the moderation with which ^^' '^ 
Farnefe treated fuch as had already fubmitted to ^-3,^ 
him, and the ftrift fidelity with which be adhered 
to his engagements. 

Among the perfons, who, prompted by thefe 
motives, were defirous of again reducing their 
country under the Spanifh government, the prince 
of Orange had the mortification to find his 
brother-in-law, count Heremberg. This noble- 
man, weak, inconftant, and governed by his wife, 
v/ho was the princess filler, but had for fome time 
been at variance with her brother, had formed the 
defign of delivering the province of Guelderland, 
of which he had been appointed governor, into 
the hands of the Spaniards. His plot having been 
detedled before it was ripe for execution, he was 
feized and imprifoned by an order of the States, 
But having been afterwards fet at liberty upon his 
parole, he gave irrefragable proof of his guilt by 
flying over to the enemy. 

The prinos of Chimai's intrigues in Flanders J'J^*^*'^J][^ 
were more fuccefsful. This nobleman, eldeft fonof chimii. 
of the duke D'Arfchot, had been educated in the 
catholic faith, but fome time before the prefent 
period, he had openly profeffed the reformed re- 
ligion, and attached himfelf with much apparent 
zeal to the party of the prince of Orange and the 
States. Confcious that both his religion and pa- 
triotifm were mere grimace, he had laboured with 
confummate artifice to remove any fufpicions that 
might be entertained of his fincerity. He was 
perpetually furrounded with the proteftant minif- 
ters, with whom he lived on the moft familiar 
terms ; and he publifhed an apology for his con- 
dudl, in which, with the higheft encomiums on 
the poteftant faith, he mingled the bittereft in- 
vedbves againft Philip, beftowijig on him every 

reproachful 
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Ah att^pt ^f ^^ ^^^'^ nauirf with ^. of B^. - 
ChiiT^ai en BruE" ^.== m.d= by Im -fe, -d odi.c _^^ 
afftnis of FranL^e, m put Gbtni add U^ndrcmondc ,59^, 
^ln= potfcOion. In ord.r t.. Ic.ond di.^r .n^ 
d«ivaiif^ he haa pitched b.. camp bcj[w«aGhc^l 
and Bnigrs^ b^t tV pUn wHidi h^ been fonnrd 

^Vft^tc U Ob^nt, a f-fti-"^ ^n^ tmba3c.l old 
jnaE,wfls condemned an*i««:uted. 

nuaiNQthefi:l^n^n<^'*>Ti[-,ihe Fines of Orange ;;;;;;'' 
^Jr employed m eft^blinnns a :bc..msb rec^.n- 
^fl,Z^t hetwecn the Sims and ibe duke of 
5S^S, w^.fe -Eirn with . n.„,c™« .rmy .he 

.^^^zraCtM now ihan wet to expea that 
A:^o"wo»lTrrn te .blcofulffl hi, ^"gag'Sem^ 
ThC»h tfe CJa«n mcthe.'^ miweli.™, H«.r» 

2.. b>- ti" s^ - "«pr"" ^'\''hi™tf 

their having <:°^*=^'^. ^^ (i,ia ccciifion was 

for. fto.1. '1*"°^^"^ r"°;ai« of the >6<=. *«« 
»tuiboted to poifon . ""»» I, 
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fake of his religion. By this fidtitious account of B o o c 
his extradtion, joined to an artful affedtation of ^^^" *. 
zeal for the reformed religion and the fervice of ,^34. 
the States, he became known to the prince } and 
William was fo far deceived by this inipoftor, that 
he put him into the train of an ambaflador to the 
court of France. This mark of confidence did 
not divert him from his ungenerous defign ; on 
the contrary, he had no fooner retumra fron^ 
France than he refolved to carry it into execution ; 
and he would have done fo, as he afterwards 
declared, on his firft arrival, when he was admitted 
with letters into the prince's apartment, if he had 
not n^ledted to fumiftl himfelf with arms. But 
in a few days after, having returned to the palace, 
on the pretence of applying for a pafiport, he 
placed himfelf at the door of that apartment, in 
which the prince was at dinner with his wife Louifa 
de Cologni, and his filler the countefs of Scwart- 
zenburg, and waited there, with a cloak caft 
round him, till they were retiring into another 
room. The princels, obferving him look confufed 
and pale, was grealy alarmed, and enquired what 
he wanted, nc comes for a paflport, anfwered 
the prince ; when the aflaiTm, ftepping forward, 
(hot him in the body with a piflol loaded with 
three balls. William had time only to fay, '^ God 
have mercy on me, and this afflidted people : I 
am gricvoufly wounded." Immediately after 
which he fell down, and in a few moments after* 
wards expired •ij the princefs, overwhelmed with ^^ ' * 
anguiih, looking on ; whofe peculiar fate it was 
to fee her fecond hufband murder^, as her illuf* 
trious father, and her firft hufband, the amiable 
Teligni, had been, in the mafiacre of Paris, fome 
years before. 

Ma The 

* Id the fifty^fecond ynr of Us age. 
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The murderer, in the mean time had made his 

_, efcape out pf the palace by a back-door, and had 

1584. ^Imoft reached the ramparts. He was preparing 
to throw himfelf into the ditch, which was full of 
water, in the hopes of being able to fwim over^ 
when he was overtaken by two of the princess 
guards. 

Upon his firft examination he declared, that, 
fix years before the prefent period, he had formed 
the defign of putting the prince to death ; that 
he had then been deterred trom his purpofe by his 
friends ; that he had again refumed it, when the 
king published his edidt of profcription ; that 
havmg been in the fervice of Du Pre, fecretary to 
count Manfvpldt, he had procured from him fome 
blank fubfcriptions of the count's, which, in order 
to gain credit, he had delivered to the prince j 
that he had communicated his defign to four 
jefuits in Treves and Tournay, who aflured him^ 
that if he Ihould die in the execution of it, he 
would be deemed a martyr by the church. 

To thefe circumftances, after the torture was 
applied, he fubjoined, that the reward promifed 
in the profcription had been his principal motive ; 
that he had made known his purpofe to the prince 
of Parma, and had been advifed by him to con- 
verfe with his fecretary, Chriftopher Affonville ; 
that AipDnville had delired him to reflect on the 
difficulties which he mull encounter; but had 
aflured him, that he could not perform a more 
acceptable Tervice either to the king or the prince 
of Parma ; that he might depend, with perfe^ 
fecurity, upon receiving the money promifed in 
the king's edidt of profcription; but exhorted 
him repeatedly to deny, in cafe of his being feiaed, 
that the prince of Parma had approved of his de- 
* fign; although the princie, he laid, had in reality 
approved of it, and had confented to hiB ufing the 
blank fubfcriptions. 

Whem 
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When he was informed of the fentence pro- Book 
nounced agamft him, in which it was ordained, ^^7^"'^ 
that his right hand fliould be burnt off, and the ,j8^. 
flefli of his body torn from the bones with burning 
pincers, he was at firft thrown into the moft dread- 
ful "cbnlternation, and lamented bitterly that he 
had fuffered the thirft of wealth to betray him 
into an aftion, which had plunged him into fuch 
intolerable mifery ; but he foon recovered his na- 
tural fortitude, and faid, that, far from repenting 
of what he had done, he was confcious of having 
merited the favour of God, and was fure of being 
admitted into a ftate of eternal happineft. And 
in this temper of mind he remained, both in the 
interval before his execution, and the time of it, 
during which he exhibited a degree of compofure 
and tranquillity that filled the (peftators with 
aftonifliment. 

The higheft encomiums were beftowed oA 
this deluded wretch by the popifti ecclefiaftics irt 
the fouthern provinces ; and in many cities they 
would have lighted up bonfires, and celebrated 
public rejoicings, if the confent of the people 
could have been obtained ; but even the prince 
of Parma*s troops refufed to join in thefe rejoicings, 
and openly declared their condemnation or an aft, 
which they found repugnant to the didkates of 
their hearts, whatever might be faid in juftification 
of it, on the principles of crooked politics, or the 
popiih faith. 

The reader will not need being told of the 
grief and conftemation, which this melancholy 
event diffufed^ throughout the confederated pro^ 
vinces. Each perfon moiurned as for his parent, 
his guardian, and friend, and felt for the lofe 
which the State had fuftained, as men are wont 
to feel for their private and domeftic calamities. 
Being now deprived of the perfon whofe wifdom* 
had, for many years, been their principal fupport, 

they 
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Book they confidcred thcmfclvcs as deftitute and forlorn, 
^ xvm.^ and were overwhelmed with the moil gloomy 
1584., apprehenfions of thdr future fate '. 

chtriaerof Never was any perfon better fitted than the 
the prince. ^^^^ ^f Orange for the difficult fitiiation in whidi 
he was placed, or better qualified for the arduous 
ta(k of delivering an injured people from the yoke 
of their oppreiior. Even his bittereft enemies 
allow him to have been pofleiTed of vigilance, 
appUcation/ penetration, and fagacity, Joined with 
a oeculiar dexterity in governing the inclinations 
or men, and in conciliating and preferving their 
affeftions. To thefe accompliftiments both the 
hiftory of his life, and the teftimony of the beft 
informed hiftorians, authorife us to add the virtues 
of fortitude and magnanimity, of juftice and 
equity, of patience, equanimity, and moderation, 
wWch were never perhaps found united in one 
perfon in fo eminent a degree •. Amidit all the 
variety of fortune which he experienced, he was 
never either elated or deprefled ; but whether the 
events in which he was interefted were profperous 
or adverfe, he preferred on all bccafions the fame 
compofure and ferenity of foul 

By arefpedtable popi(h hiftorian % he is accufed 
of avarice and rapacity, yet that author has not 
been able to produce a fmgle fadt to juftify his 
charge. It appears not from any hiftorian, that 
he was ever guilty of employing his power for the 
purpofe of advancing his private intereft to the 
prejudice either of individuals or the public. He 
always declined taking any concern in adminifter- 
ing the finances. He did not even exa£t payment 
ot the revenue which the States had appointed 
him ; and at his death he left his private affairs 

fo 

' Van Meteren, p. 363. Bentiroglio, lib. .xti. Thuanus 
{0 hoc anoo*^ * Tbvani Hiftoria. • Bendvoglia 
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fo much encumbered, that the States found it Book 
neceflary to make provifion for the fupport of 
his Vf idow and children "*. 

The fame hiftorian has loaded him with the 
imputation of fraud and hypocrify, of which how- 
ever no proof was ever given but general invedive, 
nor a tangle inftance of deceit produced by his 
moft inveterate enemies. Before his rupture with 
Philip, he teftiiied on all occafions his difappro- 
bation of the meafures that were purfued 5 and 
after it, he adted uniformly the part of an open 
foe. He had no religion, fay fome catholic 
writers, but what his intereft and ambition di'ftat- 
ed. Yet he was decent and irreproachable in 
his condu£t, as well as punctual in difchar^ng the 
functions of that religion which he profefled ; nor 
do thefe authors pretend to offer any other evidence 
to juftify their lurmife, but that he gave up the 
cadiolic religion, in wiuch he had been educated 
at the court of the emperor, and returned to that 
iMrith which his mind had been tindhired in his 
earlieft infancy. His religion was not indeed of 
the fame (pirit either with that of thofe whom he 
forfook, or of many of thofe whofe caufe he 
adopted. It fuffered him not to reg^d either 
fpeculadve opinions or external rights, asfufEdent 
ground for haraffing and butchering thofe froni 
whom he difiered in opinion. But m an age of 
cruel ^oomy fuperftition, with which iJnioft all 
the companions of his youth were deeply inlFected, 
his religion, confonpably to the example and 
precepts of its author, was mild, moderate, and 
humane. Nor wa9 it to onefe^ of Chriftians only 
tiiat his moderation and humanity extended. As 
he did what he could while he adhered to the ca- 
tholic faith to put a ftop to the perfecution of the 
proteftants; u) after he hgd eiiibraced the 

refomied 

• Widibit, Vb. u. 
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Book reformed' religion, he exerted his nioft ftrenuouft 
^^j^ endeavours to protedl the catholics from violence, 
1584. and to procure liberty for them to exercife their 
religion as far as was confillcnt with the public 
peace. To infer from this condudt, that he had 
ho religion of his own, is going a great deal farther 
than to affert the lawfulnefs of perfecutjon ; it is 
equivalent to maintaining, that no Chriftian can 
be fmcere who can live at peace with thofe who 
differ from hhn in his religious perfuafion. 

It is not to the purpofe which the popifh hifto- 
. rians intended to (erve by their portraits of Wil- 
liam's character, to fay of him that he was ambi*^ 
tious : in itfelf, ambition merits neither praife nor 
blame, but is culpable or laudable according , to. 
the end at which it afpires, and the means which 
ijt employs. But if we judge concerning the cha-* 
rader or the prince of Orange according to thisr 
criterion, it muft be impoifiUe for perfons fo op* 
polite in their principles, as the catholic and pro*, 
teftant hiftorians, to agree. 

If with the former, we place the rights of alt 
ibvereigns on the fame foundation, without diftin-^ 
guiflainc between an abfolute prince aod the fove- ' 
reign of a free people, and believe that every prince 
is, Dy an indcfeafible and divine right, intitled to 
^ercife a daefpotic power over the religion aod 
Hberty of his fiibjedts ; if w^ believe, that with the 
permi0ion of the pope, a king may violsKe hi^ 
moft folemn oaths, and that the obligadons.of his 
fubjedts to obedience remain in force, even after 
every condition upon which they entered into them 
has been violated \ if with fuch principles as thefe^ 
we judge of the character of the prince of Orang^» 
It will ht difficult not to confider him as guilty both 
of perjury and rebellion,; and, in this cad^ the 
moil Kivourable verdidt that can be paffed upo» 
his condudt, is to fay^, that it proceeded from a 
criminal ambition. 

But 
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But if, on the other hand, we regard the pan- Book 
tifTfi pretenfians to die power cf Tfting men at Ji]I^^[J_^ 
liberty from theif oathfi as abfurd and imptuu^^ if = 
we regard the rights of fubjet^E of no lefs feicred 
than tliofe of kin^s ; if wc dilline^iilh between a. 
prince invrfted with unlimited titilbority^ and one 
wZioJ'e pov^er isdrcumftanced by the fimdamentaJ 
laws uf tbe State ^ ber^veen & prince whofe tighl 
I big dominioriB 13 indtfcafible, and one who ob- 




fijimglbemi tn ibis cafe, our judgment < 
Jiim'i chaifl£ter \^itl be extremely difTerent from 
what it W35 on the furmer fuppoiiliipn. We will 
not he fait.ified with barely afTening his [nnoccnce 
of thofc cHmca of whicJi hi^ enemies have ftanifed 
hrm, but we will confer upon hii^ the gbrioua 
appeUationi which hud countrymen be lio^ved, of 
ihe father of hcs country, and the guardian of its 
liberty and bwB, who generouily lacrlficed biii lu- 
1C«1*T cafe, ftJid iafely to l!ie public gofid, and 
who, firi* by counftl and pcrfliaiion, and »ftaf- 
wartis by force of arms, did more tti refcut hla 
fdJow-^tiicns from opprefSon, rhan was ever done 
in fuch untoward ciicuralbnccs by any patriot b 
kn the world before. 
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THE prince ,of Parma did not negleft the Book 
opportunity which the diftrefs occafioned ^^J^^^^ 
by the death of the prince of Orange afforded ,584. 
him, to perfuade the confederated provinces to Temper aad 
accept of peace. But their diftruft of Philip, St."^ 
their attachment to the proteftant faith, and the 
other caufes mentioned above, ftill retained their 
influence, and rendered them averfe from any re- 
concilement with a prince againft whom their in- 
dignation waj more inflamed than ever, by the 
cruel injury which they had lately fufFered. They 
could attend to nothing now but how to profecute 
the war with vigour, or to teftify their refpeft for 
the memory of the prince of Orange* 

William's eldeft fon, the count of Buren, ^"nc<Mi«. 
was ftill a prifoner in Spain ; and his fecond, prince ''^' 
Maurice », was engaged in the ftudy of literature 

and 



• GraodfiMiy by the mothei'sfide, of the celebrated eledor of 
Sixooy of the fiune name. 
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and fcience at the univerfity of Leyden. On this 
young man, who, at the time of his father's death, 
1 584. w^s °^ly eighteen years old, of great hopes, and 
whofe adlions afterwards exceeded the moft fan- 
giiine expettations of his countrymen, the Slates 
beftowed the greateft part of the dignities which 
which his father had enjoyed. Befides creating him 
high-admiral of the Union, they conferred upon 
him the government of Holland, Zealand, and 
Utrecht. And, in order to fupply his want of 
experience, and fecure his being early inilrufted 
in the military an, they appointed count Hohenloe, 
the moft accompliftied officer in their fervice, to 
be his lieutenant or deputy, till he (hould attain to 
greater maturity of yeats and underftanding. 

Kednaionof From this couduft of the States, which proved 
cbin'l''6«:. ^^^ William's afccndant over them had not ter- 
minated with his life, Farnefe perceived that it 
would be impoffible to bring the war to a conclu- 
fion in any other way than by force of arms« 
Difmiffing therefore all thoughts of peace, he 
proceeded with great adtivity in the military opc-r 
rations which he had begun in Brabant and Fland- 
ers ;. and his fuccefs was in proportion to the pru- 
dence and vigiiance which he exerted. Befides 
the towns above mentioned, he had lately ac- 
quired Vilvorden and Dendremonde, but he had 
jiot yet reduced Ghent, Bniffels, Mechlin, or 
Antwerp. To have proceeded feparately againfl: 
each of thefe places in the ordinary way of lieges, 
would have protrafted the war to an exceffive 
length. Inftead of that method, he bethought 
himfelf of another, which was fuggefted by the 
fituation of the feveral towns, and the nature of 
their rcfources. This was to make himfelf matter 
of the banks of the rivers and canals on which 
they ftood, while he fent out flying parties of 
horfe to fcour the adjacent country. And thus he 
not only put a flop to their trade, without which 

they 
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they could not fiibfift, but cut off all of them but B o o c 
Antwerp from every fort of communication with ^ ^[^' , 
other places. For feveral months however the in- ,^8- 
habitants declined entering into any terms of ac- 
cortimodation. But when they confidered that, 
iinlefs he were obliged to draw off his troops by 
the approach of a fuperior army, they muft foon 
be reduced to the lafl extremity, their refolutioa 
failed, they began to liften more patiently to the 
exhortations which the fecret partifans of Spain 
were daily founding in their ears ; and, at lengthy 
fuch of them as were fituated in the more interior 
parts, firft Ghent, and afterwards Bruflels and 
Mechlin, refolved to return under the Spanifti go- 
vernment, upon conditions to which Farnefe had, 
on different occalions, (hewn himfelf willing to 
agree. 

Op thefe conditions, the moft important were 
the following : *' That the people fhould engage 
to acknowledge no other fovereign but the king 
of Spain : That no rejiigion but the Roman ca- 
tholic fhould be permitted, but that the proteftants 
fliould be allowed to remain in the Netherlands for 
two years, in order to difpofe of their eflfetts: 
That a fum of money fliould be paid for defray- 
ing the expences of the war : That all paft of- 
fences fhould be forgiven, and all the antient 
rights and privileges of the inhabitants reftored 
and maintained inviolate." 

In fulfilling his part of thefe conditions, Far- 
nefe not only aited with fbridt fidelity, but dif- 
played a degree of lenity and moderation that was 
admiiably calculated to promote his views. Of 
the fine of three hundred thoufand crowns, to 
which the people of Ghent confented in their 
treaty of furrender, he demanded only two hun- 
dred thoufand. And although in his adt of in- 
demnity fix perfons, more obnoxious than the 
reft, had been excepted, he required from them 

only 
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Book only a pwruniary fin^* He was likewifc at all 
^^^^'^^ times willing to liften to the complaints of the 
1584. proteftants, and to redrefs their grievances »». 

sicgecrAoN All the confiderable towns in Brabant were 
^^^ now fubdued, except Antwerp. The prince had 
early formed the refolution ot laying fiege to that 
important city ; and fome time before his acqui- 
fition of Ghent and Bruffels, he had taken mea- 
iures for beginning it. But in order to fecure fuc- 
cefSy it was necelfary that his utmoft (kill and 
ftrength (hould be exerted -, and he now applied 
himfelf to the profecution of his defign, with all 
the anxiety, zeal, and induftry, which an objedk 
of the higheft confequence deferved. 

Antwerp was at this time not only the richeft 
and moft fplendid, but likewife the llrongeft city 
in the Netherlands. As it lies extended along the 
banks of the Scheld, and the confederates ftill 
maintained their fuperiority at fea ; it was thought 
to be fufficiently fecured on one fide by a fixong 
wall which ran parallel to the river \ and on the other 
fides it was fortified by ramparts of extraordinary 
firength, and a ditch filled with water, of fuch 
depth and breadth, as in the opinion of thofe times 
rendered it almoil impregnable. 

Such was the judgment formed of it by the 
prince of Parma, and on this account he did not 
mtend to attempt reducing it by ftorm, but to 
have recourfe to the flower method of blockade, 
which he knew muft fooner or later prove fuc- 
cefsful. 

On the fide towards the land, he found it ex- 
tremely eafy to render the blockade complete, as 
the States had no army able to contend with him 
in the field, and all the neighbouring towns were 

in 
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ill his poflelTion. Biit thefe clroimfbincM he per- 

fitW remained maftev. .f ;he Sdi.ld i ^id h.rt- 
foS to deprive th=m of this «foQr«, was Oic 
BrtSobjcc\ to which all his op«at:oii^ diintig 
Siitcdebrfltfidficgc, w«ed^fc£ted. 

The people of Antwerp hod penetrated Into 
bis d=fiji, and hsd omitted noihin^.n then powa 
to prevfn; him from crying ^ -"to ex«ut.on^ 
wKh this view Ihry had c^nllnifted two foils cnit 
on saTlidt of the river, about three mcl« below 
dS^ town i to one of which they gave the iiiinw of 
L^tfK^f«^h, and to the other that oi Ulb. 
F^^fe judged Uneceff^ to beg^n his optmmns 

J R^ublis a^"lnft Lieffkenfoech, which ftood 
fS ^.^Fl^"^- fide cftj^Schdd while M^^^ 
^ r^^^r.*^ laid fi^setoLUIo. Roubats found no 
i^Tt^dr^X in fnlftiling the gene^l^. intent™ 
g^r^LaStoUemcenfoech. fiut Mmdjaepn.^ 
r^ e^^f ^n the fort of Lrib was not .uended wjdi 
fhTftriie fuceefe. This fort wa^ vuLandy de- 

Sftfn^uimed merit, and Telignv, the worthy fon 
djftmguiine >jj^^^ Ajter battering dK 

rL^!l* for l"=^l ^^y^^ Mondrsgone attemm^ 
^TTZJ^:" :/d T^i Xht^eT^^^ 
of no Idi than two ihoufand men. 

btto fpcnt m ^= '"'^^ ^^ as it Aood ac fome 
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Book tttfere with his plan for putting a (top to the na- 
^jj™^ vigation of their nvcr. 

*^ *• For this reafoa, inftead of pu(hing the inunc- 
diatere dudtkxi of it, he was fatisfied with blockad- 
ing it on the land- lide^ fo as to prevent theexcur* 
iions of the garrifons. 

Theprimre Having givctt inffarufticMis for this purpofe, 
fjin*fw* * ^ called a council of his general officers, ana laid 
blocking up before them his projed for blockading up the 
Scheld, by buiiding a bridge over it, to intercept 
the Gommumcation between the befieged city and 
the maritinae provinces; an enterprife which, had 
it failed, would have expofed him to derifion, but 
which Aewed the boldnefs of his graius, and has 
Qontiibtited more than almoft any other of his mi* 
liUury atchievements^ to raifie his charadter to that 
exalted rank which it hokk in the annals o( hiftory. 

By mod of the officers this propofal was regard- 
ed as chimerical. For .where, faid they, can ma- 
terials be found for (o great an undertaking? 
And even if they (hould be found, yet how is it 
jjoffible to tranfport them hither ? By land-car- 
riage^ it is utterly impradticable ; nor would it 
feem to be much eafier by water, while the ene- 
my poffefles fo great a fuperiority in naval force. 
Befides that, no beams, they obferved, were of 
fufficient length to reach the bottom of the river. 

To build a bridge of (hips, they thought, 
would be equally impradlicable, becaufe he did 
not poflefs fo great a number as was neceflary, and 
it would be impoffible to coUedl them from differ- 
ent places, in the face of a vigilant enemy, of 
fuperior merit and ftrength. And even allowing 
it were poffible, either with beams or (hips to 
conlkud fuch a bridge as was projected, yet it 
would be quickly deftroyed by the ice, or by the 
tides and ftorms, or by rfie enemy. 

But 
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But Fflincfe, coafcious of aCourca m the fer- 
liiify of liis genius of^hldi his olficers could form 
ua idta, was not dhcouragcd by thcie objctiiom. 
He oanfidered that the rnearLirc on v^hich he had 
ndblved wns the oniy ont by w^hich Antiweqj 
CDUJd be reduced, and That tiil he fhouJd reduce it, 
and thereby gel poJjeilion of p nflvtd force, the 
towns Jfltely acquired (which ufuaJiy carrin] oa 
their trade by ihe way of Antwerp) muft fuifer 
the grcatcft inconvenieiides, and it would be In 
vdu for him to atteinpt the conqueil of the tnati-- 
lime provinces. 

DtTEHMEKEDby thcfc confid{iratc}nG^ licpnH 
ctfcded inllttntly to m:iktf the preparjtiuna necefliry 
fttr otectiting hia defign. Ha\'iJ]g iirft founded 
the river^ and mcftfuftd its brcndth in diffcrcnc 
pUces, iie foojid, ihflt between the viL^rge of 
Ordam in Erahant^ and Caloo in Flandej-g, li ^as 
ttQ\\\t( fo decpnor fu bro^id, as above ot bcloWn 
At ihin place therrrore he refodved to build the 
bridge. And he beeiin Vitb railing two ftmng 
forta, oppofite Xo Caen other on the different f^defl 
of the river, bcfidea feverui redoubts, on whicli, 
U well aa on theForlA, he planted a gmtmirriber 
of cflnnon, to dcfetui ihe bridge when Hjiifhed, 
»nd TO pcotcck the workmcnwhile engage in 
building it. 

Tk the mesn time heranfacked all the: country 
round Fur maiciiala^ and hehsd the good forTune 
to find at Dendteraonde end Ghent, gieat quantt- 
MS of every thing wliich Ik ftpod in need of. If 
he could have conveyed his raaieiials dovn the 
Scheld toCaloo^ o great expenc^ of labour and 
fimc would hflve bern faved. This he repeatedly 
atrernpied i bur he foon found that ii was imponi- . 
ble to cffc:ape tlir vigDaJice of the citiKns, wbu 
beinn djtectd in all their opcrationa by St. Aldts- 
gorde, by in wail for his boats near Aatwerp, 
and eJlhertook or ddtroyed them. 

VoL.il. N I^t 
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In order to avcMd the repetition of this difaller^ 
Fvnefe made, on the Flanders lide near ^Borcht, 
whidi Hands higher than Antwerp, a laree cut in 
the dike of the Scheld, by vfHch he laid all the 
neck of land between Borcht and Caloo under 
water ; opening an egrefs for the water by anoth^ 
cut near Caloo, and tranfporting his apparatus for 
the bridge acrofs the inundation. This expedient 
rendered it unnecefTary for his boats to pafs by 
Antwerp, and they likewife arrived fooner at 
tiieir deftined port. 

But St. Aldegonde having built a redoubt on 
the Brabant fitde, oppofite to xSq cut at Borcht, and 
ilationed fome armed veilels to cruize there, foon 
rendered the pafiage as difficult as before. Far- 
nde was therefore obliged to adopt another expe* 
dieot, much more lab^ous than the former \ but 
which he knew would certainly be attended with 
iViccefib. This was to dig a canal fifteoi Italian 
m^es in length, to join the inundation juft now 
mentioned, with a little* river which falls into the 
Scheld at Ghent. That he might finifli this ar* 
dtious undertaking the more fpeedily, he fixed his 
head-quarters at Beveren, in the neishboiB-hood 
of the canal, and was perpetually preiem himfelf, 
exhorting and encouraging the workmen; and 
fometimes taking the fpade and pick*axe into Yvfs 
own hand. The work was finiftied with wonder- 
ful expedition, an?c! fully anfwcred his expedtation. 
As the enemy coidd have no accefs either to the 
canal, or the river with which it communicated, 
^e conveyed all neoeffary materials lond engines 
from Ghent without opjiofttion and immediately 
afterwards bigan the conftruAion of the bridge. 

Defcriptioii Tmi two extrM^itiesof thisedifite were formed 

cTthebridgerof huge bcams, dHvea into the bottom of the 

rivdr by the force of engiinea, and ftrongly bound 

together by other icbni^rfeDr cr^fs beams. This 

port 
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thci* places by anchors at both ends, in fuch a 
manner that the failors could fliorten or lengthen 
the cables, as the tide either rofe or fell. Over the 
intermediate fpaces, ftrong beams went from one 
fhip to another. Above thefe were laid planks ; 
and the fame fort of parapet was erected, as that 
vrhich was raifcd on the ftacados. Thirty foldiers 
and four failors were put on board each fhip, and 
all the fhips were planted with artillery. 

For the greater fecurity of this part of the 
work, a flota one thoufand two hundred feet long 
was conftrudled of barks, bound together in the 
fame manner as the (hips of which the bridge was 
formed, with the fame fort of beams pointed with 
iron, refembling a file of pikes, ftretching from 
that end of the barks which lay next to the enemy. 
Thefe barks were filled with empty calks, to 
prevent them from being funk, and were fixed in 
their place by anchors. Of this kind of flota, 
two were conftrudted, confiding each of two and 
thirty barks, one above, and the other below the 
bridge, at the diftance of two hundred yards. 

This ftupendous work • furmfhed employment 
to the prince of Parma's fleet and army for more 
than half a year. Without a fleet of confiderable 
ftrength it could not have been executed, and the 
procuring of this fleet in fuch difadvantageous cir- 
cumft:ances, was one of the many ftriking proofs 
which Farnefe exhibited on this occafion, of that 
extraordinary activity and enterprife by which 
his charadter is fo eminently diftinguiftiecl. With 
infinite labour and difficulty he had equipped, at 
Ghent and Dunkirk, foity armed veflels, and put 
them under the command of the marquis de Rou- 
bais ; who being well fupported ^by the forts and 
redoubts on the banks or the river, protedled the 

workmen, 

^ It was finiflied Februarj 1585. 
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workmen, in fpite qf the moft vigorous efforts 
which the befieged could make to interrupt them. 

Farnese however would not probably have 
fucceeded in his enterprife, if the united States had 
exerted themfelves with vigour, proportioned ei- 
ther to that of the enemy, or to the importance of 
the prize contefted. It now appeared how great 
was the lofs which the confederacy had fuftained 
in the death of the prince of Orange. By Wil- 
liam's fuperior rank, wifdom, and experience, 
fome turbulent leaders had been reftrained, who, 
after his death, indulged their factious, interefted 
fpirit, without regard to the pernicious confequen- 
ces which might enfue. Among thefe was Tref- 
long, whom the States had appointed commander 
of the fleet, deftined for the relief of Antwerp. 
This nnian, whether from treachery or from pri- 
vate refentment, paid no regard to his inftruftionsj 
but on different pretences, at firfl: delayed putting 
the orders of the States in execution, and at laft 
told them that he would not fail, unlefs fomc 
perfons with whom he had quarrelled were remov- 
ed from the magiftracy. On this occafion, prince 
Maurice called an aflembly of the States of the 
•province, difmifled Treflong from his employ- 
ment, and put him under arreft* The command of 
the fleet was then given to count Hohenloe^ but the 
time in which its operations might have proved 
effedtual, was paft ; and the bridge, with all its 
fortifications, ^s above defcribed, was alrnolt 
fiqifhed. 

No words can exprefs the aftonifhment which Conftemau- 
it excited in the minds of the befieged. At the^^***'*^" 
commencement of the work, they had regarded it ''^ 
rather as an objeft of derifion, than as fitted to 
excite any ferious apprehenfion or alarm. Their 
anxiety and terror now were in proportion to 
their former confidence and fecurity. They faw 

an 



Digitized by 



Google 



i82 rilSTORY OF THE REJGN OF 

Book an entire ftop put to their trade in every quarter. 
i_- ^^^ They already telt njany of the inconveniencies of 
i^B^. a fiege. Their imjiginations reprefipnted, in the 
mofi dreadful light, the calamities wWch they 
were about to funer ; and perfons of all ranks be-? 
^an to talk of the neceffity of preventing them in 
time, by making their peace with the ?nemy. But 
they were diverted from forming any fixed refo- 
lutipn by St. Aldegonde, who employed all his 
eloquence and addrefs to route their abhorrence 
of the Spaniih yoke, and to infoire them mth th^ 
hopes ot being able to raife the liege. 

5Sr^ If^' " ^'^ ^ ^^^ furprifing, faid he, in an aflfemWy 

***^ ' of thofe who held public offices in the town, that 

many of our fellow-citizens (hould tremble at the 

J)rofpe(5t of thofe hardfhips wKch ufually attend a 
ong continued fiege. But while we caft our eyes 
forward to thefe, let us refleft on the calamities 
which we have reafon to dread from a furrender, 
We have feen, within thefe few years, two me- 
morable fieges, the fiege of Haerlem, and that of 
Leyden. The people of Haerlem, rather than 
• fubmit to the laft. extremities, chofe to iikow 
themfelves on the mercy of the Spaniards. But 
how bitterly did they repent of their having done 
To ? And how iimch better had it been to have 
fallen m the field of .battle, than to fuffer, as fo 
great a number of the braveft did, that ignomi* 
nious death to whjch they were doomed by the 
cruel Spaniard f The inhabitants of Leyden, on 
the other hand, refolved rather to die, than to de^ 
liver themfelves up to fuch a perfidious enemy ; 
iind the confequence of their adhering to thfe refa<- 
lution >vas, that the fiege was raifed. and a period 
put to all their miferies. Can we hefitate in de- 
^dtitg whidi of thefe examples we ought to fol- 
low ? Is not death more eligible, than fubniiflioii 

to 
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to the dominion of an enemy, from whom we Book 
have endured fuch in)tblerable outrage ? t li-'ri uf 

" If this city Ihall fell under the yoke of thefc *5^*' 
O|x>re0brs, can we doub^ that the citadel will be 
rellored, and with it all the tyranny which they 
were wont to exercife ? Will not our religion b« 
profcribed, and the inquifition ellabliftied t This 
iliuftrious city will then become a colony of 
Spaniards. Her commerce will be ruined, and 
her inhabitants obliged to wander in fearch of 
places of abode, forlbrn and indigent^ But why 
fhotikl I thus defcribe the difafters of a furrenderf 
There is ftill no reafon for defpair. It is imDofli- 
ble that this bridge can (land long againft the 
efforts which we will make for its deftru^ion. 
Let us not therefore be wanting to ourfelves ^ but 
with a fixt, funalterable purpoie, let us embrace 
the glorious alternative of liberty or death." 

By thefe exhortations, joined to the refpeft \r\, 
which his charadter was held, St. iVldegonde 
gained over the citizens to a perfelt conformity 
with his fentiments ; and periuaded them to re- 
new the oath which they had formerly taken, 
never to return under the dominion of the king oF 
Spain, An edidt was then publiflied, prohibiting 
ail perfons, under the fevereft penalties, from liv 
ftenmg to any terms of accommodation that 
might be offered; after which tbe)^ proceede4 
wim redoubled ardour to put in practice fuch ex-r 
pedients as had been devifed for the demolitioij 
of the bpdge. 

Ik order to effedtuate this, they had been for Picointim 
fome time paft empbyed in preparing fire-4hips^^ J«?f«d€- 
under the ^re£tk)n df Giambelli, a celdbcdtdd kar moiiihjng 
lian engineer, who appears to have beeiC the author *•*• ^*^ 
of this invention. They were formed of the 
thickeft planks, and had /each of them a mme ojr 

chamber 
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Book chamber in the middle. This mine was built 

i ^^!^ in the ftrongeft manner, and filled with gun* 

1585. powder, and with rugged Hones, bullets, and 

fuch other weighty materials, rammed hard and 

clofe, on purpofe to increafe the refiftange, aqd 

augment the torce of the explofion. 

The citizens laboured at the fame time in con- 
ftrufting a flat-bottomed veffel of extraordinary 
ftrength and fiz^, with which they intended to 
attack the forts and redoubts on the banks of the 
river. This enormous ma(?hine was more pro- 
perly a floating caille than a (hip, and the town's 
people had, on account of the fanguine expefta- 
tions which they conceived from it, given it the 
name of the " end of the war," 

While the people of Antwerp were thus em^ 
ployed, the confederates who lay at Lillo, under 
count Hohenloe, made a vigorous attack on the 
fort of LieflTkenfoech, and compelled the garrifon 
to furrender. From LiefFkenfoech, they pro- 
ceeded againlt ^.nother fort of the name of St. An- 
tony, which they likewife reduced with the fame 
facility. When intelligence was brought to the 
princ? of Parma of their defcent, he fet out with 
a detachment of his army to oppofe their progrefs, 
but both the forts* had furrendered before he 
could arrive. Being enraged againfl the com- 
manders of thefe forts, on account of their having 
made tpo feeble a refiftance, he ordered them 
both to be beheaded on the dike of the Scheld, in 
fight of the enemy. He was the more concerned 
for the lofs of LiefFkenfoech, as it cave the enemy 
free poffeflion of the navigation of the river below 
the bridge, and thereby tended to facilitate the 
execution of any defign which they might form 
for its deftrudtion. 

At firft he imagined that the folicitude which 
the confederates had fliewn for the recovery of 

LieflTkenfoech, 
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fcaroely entered the neighbouring fort, when the 
exploiion happened, with a noile more dreadful 
than the loudeft thunder, A fudden darkncfe 
overfpread the region round. The ground fiiook 
as in an earthquake. The river, difturbed in its 
courfe, was tiirown over its dikes^ and poured 
into the fort of Caloo with inconceivable vio- 
lence. Not only fuch of the Spaniards perifhed 
as had ventured to go on board the fire'-fhips^ 
but all thofe too who were upon the bridge, and 
many of thofe who flood upon the banks of the 
river. No language can defcribe the horror of the 
fcene whichprefcnted itfelf after the fmoke was 
difpellcd. The bridge, and both the furface and 
the banks of the river, were covered with the 
dead and wounded j whofe bodies were disfigur- 
ed in a thoufand hideous ways by the (moke and 
flames, and the various inuruments of deftruc- 
tion with which the ihip was ftored. Eight hun- 
dred men were killed, and a great number maim- 
ed and dangeroufly wounded. Among die killed 
were many officers of diftipdion; but no peifon 
periihed fo deqply lamented by the prince of Par- 
ma, as the marquis de I^oubais, the general of 
the horfe; a nobleman diftinguiihed by many 
Hiining accomrlifliments; brave, adtive, and ex- 
pert both in the arts of peace and war ( once an 
enemy pf Spain; but who, prompted by jealoufy 
of the prince of Orange^ had abandoned the caui^ 
of libd^ty, and (hewn for fome years pa(l no le(k 
zeal ia reducing his countrymen under the 6pani(h 
yoke, than he had dificovered formerly in aSctt^ 
mg their independence, It was not only loijfes of 
this kind which the prince of Parma iufiained on 
tUs occaiion. The oridfle likewife fuffered confi- 
derable damage. Six or the ihipa >^hich compos- 
ed the middle part of it, were burjit; fome were 
forced from their itations, and others turntfj^with 
tbdr keels uppermoft, and da(hed to pieces. 

If 
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If the confederates htd impoved the opportu- 
nity which tWs havock afforded them, the whole 
woric might have been demoliflied ; and in that 
cafe, a prcdiAion of the prince of Orange would 
have been fulfilled, that if Farnefe with fo fmall 
an army fliould undertake the fiege of Antwerp, 
it would prove his ruin. But, as was obferved by 
the old experienced Mondragone, it appeared from 
many circumftances in the conduft or the confe- 
derates in this fiege, that the prince of Orange 
was dead. 

By fome itrange fatality, or foitie unaccounta-* 
ble inadvertence, or, as one hiftorian infmuatet, 
by a mifunderftanding between the magiftrates of 
Antwerp and the admiral of the Antwerp fleet, 
thofe fireihips which had coft fo great an €xpence 
of money, ingenuity, time, and pains, were fent 
down tbe Scheld before any concert had been 
formed with the confederates at Lillo-; who were 
therefore unprepared to fecond that mighty effort 
whidi had been made for opening the navigation 
of the river.— <jiambeUi, though extremely foli* 
citoua to know the fuccefs of his invention, re- 
mained entirely ignorant of it for two days. A large 
reward was offered to thofe who fhould venture 
to go down the river forintelligence. But none had 
courage to advance far enou^ to make any cer-^ 
tain difcovery, nor did the citizens know any thing 
of what had happened till the third night after, 
when they received information of it byamef- 
fenger from count Hohenloe, 

Tub prince of Parma was in the mean time em- 
ployed in repairing the bridge, and he exerted hhn- 
felf with fo much adlivity and vigour, that it was 
made as ftrong as ever before the befieged were 
acquainted with the damage which it had mftained. 
His late experience fuggSed to him an alteration 
in the work, which was found afterwards of great 
importance : this was to remove the flotas, and to 
form that part of the bridge which was compofed 
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of the Ihlps, in fuch a manner that, in cafe the 
enemy fhould repeat their experiment, it might 
be opened at different places to let the fire-fliips 
pafs through and continue their courfe down the 
river, 

^\*^^ The fpirits of the befieged were ftill fupported 
tbc£:fiegcd. by the fanguine hopes which they had conceived 
from that enormous veffel, which they called the 
end of the war. This huge machine was entirely 
the work of the citizens, and was not approved of 
either by Giambelli or St. iUdegonde. It was 
found, on trial, too unwieldy to anf^er the pur- 
pofe for which it was intended. After planting the 
lower part of it with cannon, and filling the high- 
er part with mufketteers, they made ap attack 
upon one of the Spanift redoubts ; but they failed 
in their attempt, and the machine itfelf was fo 
much (battered, as to be rendered almoll unfit for 
future ufe. 

At Giambelli's defire, the fenate of Antwerp 
had again recourfe to their firfl expedient of fire- 
Ihips i but the enemy having learnt the nature of 
thefe machines, employed different means to ren- 
der them inefFedtual. They laid hold of them as 
foon as they appeared, and fometimes extinguifti- 
ed the trains, and fometimes dragged the veflels 
to the banks of the river, or through the openings 
in the bridge. 

Gi AMBELLi then bethought himfelf of another 
device, from which he believed that fome more 
certain efFeft might be expefted. Having bound 
together in one compared body fifteen (hips 
armed with pointed beams, and with fcythes or 
falchions, for cutting the chains and cordage of 
the bridge, he fent them accompanied with fire- 
(hips down the river when the wind and tide were 
combined and favourable. The (hock which this 
contrivance produced was very great, but through 
the wife precaution which Farnefe had taken, by 

making 
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making the openings juft now mentioned, toge- 
ther with the unexampled boldnefs of his ibidiers 
in laying hold of the fire-fhips, the bridge receiv- ^^TcSc 
ed no greater damage than could be quickly re- 
paired. Some other expedients were propofed by 
Giambelli, but the fenate was deterred from adopt- 
ing them, partly by the expence and time requifite 
to prepare his machines, and partly by the diffi- 
culty of mariners and foldiers willing to expofe 
themfelves to the danger with which the putt- 
ing his inventions in practice would have been- 
attended. 

There remained now for the befieged only The anw- 
one refource, to which, if they had given proper ^^^^^ 
attention in the beginning, all the anxiety, ex- 
pence and labour, which they beftowed in at- 
tempting to demolifh the bridge, might have been 
faved. In order to form a clear conception of 
what will be faid on this interefting part of the 
prefent fubjedl, it is neceflary to remember that 
the ground on the north fide of the Scheld, be- 
tween Antwerp and Lillo, is much lower than the 
reft of the country, and were it not for the dyke 
of the river would every tide be overflowed. 
This ground is generally covered with water in 
many places, but in other parts it furnifties pafture 
for a great number of cattle with which the Ant- 
werp market is fupplied. Through the middle of 
this plain there runs from the village of Couvef- 
tein, where the country begins to rife, to the great 
dyke of the Scheld, a fmaller dyke, called the 
Counterdike of Couvellein, which bad been form- 
ed to ferve for a road or caufeway. The confeder- 
ates at Lillo could, by opening the dyke of the 
Scheld, lay all the ground under water between 
Lillo and the counterdyke, while the befieged 
could, with the fame facility, introduce the river 
into that part of the plain which lies between the 
counterdyke and Antwerp ; and thus, by break- 
ing down the counterdyke, the innundations on 

each 
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Book each fide of it cotdd be united, and a free naviga^ 
y^' ^ tion opened between Antwerp and Lillo* 

*585- The reader will eallly perceive, that while the 
bridge ftood, the fate of Antwerp depended en- 
tirdy on the counterdyke ; and that, in cafe the 
confederates could make themfelves mafters of it, 
they might bid defiance to the prince of Parma, 
and without anxiety fufFer him to retain poflclfion 
pf the bridge. If, in the beginning, they had be- 
. lieved it pradicable (at him to execute his defign 
of blocking up the river, they could have fortified 
themfelves on the counterdyke in fuch a manner, 
that with the afliftance of the inundation, they 
would have bafBed his moil vigorous efforts to ex^ 
pel them. But they wqre deceived by the contempt 
which diey entertmned of his intended enterprite, 
and did not perceive tfaw error in negle£ting tp 
occupy this iinportant illation till it was top Eite. 
The prince of Parma had already feized upon it« 
and taken every neceflary precaution againll the 
attempts which he doubted Cbot they would foooer 
or later make to wreil it from him. He commit* 
ted the charge of defending it to two of his moft 
vigilant officers, Mondragoae and Manfveldt. He 
ordered it to be made luoado: aod h^her than it 
was before. He ftreagthened it with piles ^ 
wood driven into it ttanfverfely, and he erected 
feveral forts upon it, hefidcs plaqtyig redoubts oa 
the dyke of the Schdd^ with which he intended 
to take the eneoLy in flank, ia cafe they ihoul4 
venture to approadu 

The confederates, however, defpairing of be- 
ing able to demolUh the bridge, reiblved, if pof- 
fiU^, to diflodge Hm from the counterdyke. And 
thdr firit attempt, after laying the gi-ound on 
eac£h iide of it under water, wa^ made in the be- 
ginning of May by count Hohenloe. That ge^- 
neral had formed the plan of this attack in con- 
cert with St. Aldegonde, who was to have co- 
op^ted with him, and had agreed to fet fail witfi 
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the Antwerp fleet immediately after lighting up. Book 
on a tower in the city, three fires, as a figaal of ^ ^"^- 
his departure. By a miftake of the perfon to whom , ^gc. 
the charge of this fignal was committed, it was 
exhibited before the time, and through this unto* 
ward accident count Hohenloe was left alone in 
the execution of his enterprize. He c<»idu£ted it 
however with vigour, and laid one of the forts and 
a part of the counterdykc in ruins ; after which 
he thought it prudent to retire, and to referve his 
forces unimpaired till the befieged (hould be ready 
to iecond his operations. This unfortunate at* 
tx»mpt ferved only to rotife the prince of Parma 
to greater vigilance and exertion. A^eeablyto 
his conje^ures, he faw that the principal eflforts 
of the enemy would henceforth be diredted againft 
t!>e counterdyke : and, therefore, he not only ap* 
plied himfelt with dili^nce to repair the damage 
which ft had fuitained m the late attack, but vi- 
fited e\'ery day all the redoubts* and forts, and 
reinfon»l the garrifons with choftn troops taken 
from the feveraJ nations of which his army was 
compofed. 

Thb confederates at LiUo, and the people of 
Antwerp^ were in the mean time iodefatigaole in 
making preparations for another attack. St. Aide- 
gonde ftood almoft fuigle in his opinion on this 
occafion, and endeavoured to convince his coun- 
trymen, that it would be eafier for them to de- 
ftroy the bridge itfelf, than to make themfelves 
maflera of the counterdyke, in oppofitioa to an 
enemy fo much upon ^ir guard, and fo ftrongly 
fordBed. But having, fince their difappointment 
with the regard to the effeft of the fire-ftiips, 
been accuftomed to confidered die bridge as im- 
pregnable, they were deaf to whatever be coukl 
advance upon the fubje^^ and he was obliged to 
concur (which he did with all his wonted activity) 
in the execution of that defign of which the ma« 
jority approved. 

Towards 
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Book To w a r d s the end of May every thing was 
^ ^'-_f prepared both at Antwerp and LUlo that was 
1585. thought neceffary to fecure fuccefs; and, on the 
Battle of the 26th of that month, count Hohenloe, according 
counicrdjke.^^ concert With St. Aldcgonde, failed from LiUo 
early in the morning, with a fquadron of more 
> than a hundred (hips, having on board a numerous 

body of troops, under the command of the mod 
experienced officers n the United Provinces *. He 
refolved to make his attack at the broadeft part of 
the counterdyke, between the two middle forts, 
called the fort of the Palifadcs and fort St. George, 
where there was room to intrench his troops. In 
order to facilitate his landing, he fent before him 
four veffels refemblng tire-ftiips, with fome trains 
of gunpowder, to which the foldiers, who were 
concealed within, fet fire. This device produced 
the defigned efFeA. The Spaniards taking the 
fmc^e and flame for the forerunners of an explo- 
fion, retired haftily from that part of the dyke to 
which they faw- the veffels approaching. The con- 
federates in the mean time advanced, and landed 
between feven and eight hundred men. The Spa- 
niards foon difcovered the artifice by which they 
had been deceived, and immediately returned to 
the ftation which they had left. An obftinate and 
bloody adtion enfued, while the contending parties 
were lupported on the one fide by the cannon of 
the fleet, and on the other by thofe of the forts on 
the counterdyke. 

In the midft of this conteft St. Aldegonde ar- 
rived with the fleet from Antwerp, which was near- 
ly as numerous as that from Lillo. The confe- 
derates being thus powerfiilly reinforced, kepit 
poffeffion of the ground which they had gained, 
and while fome of them fought, others were em- 
ployed in cutting the counterdyke, and in raif- 

ing 

' Jttftin deNaflaUy Ifelilein, Fremin> MorgAOy and Balfour. 
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ing temporary defences of piles of wood, and Book 
fades of earth and wool, againfl the fire of the ^^ ^ 
enemy. . The combatants being cooped up m a.^^^CT^ 
narrow fpace, every ftroke and fliot did execution, i 
But they received tontinual fupplies of frelh men 
from thi (hips and forts, and their courage was 
fuperior to every danger. Both St. AJdegonde 
and Hohenloe mingled with the combatants, and 
by their example and exhortations nourifhed the 
delberate and intrepid ardour of the foldiers. 
'* This is the laft difficulty, cried St. Aldegonde, 
which remains to be furmounted. Perfift as you 
have begun, and Antwerp, that bulwark of our 
confederacy, willfoon be delivered. Your liberty, 
your future fafety, ^d every thing dear and facred, 
depend on the lucceft of your prefent enterprife. 
We have now no choice left but vidory or 
death/' 

The Spanifh generals were at no lefs pains to 
animate * ibeir' ' If bopfe. Both Mohdragorie ' and 
Manfveldt, though worn out with agie and the fa- 
tigues of a long Continued' warfare^ difplayed on 
this occafioh the utmoft intrepidity. Notwith- 
ftanding their moft vigorous exertions, the confe- 
derates ftill maintained their ground. They 
twice rcpulfed the Italians and Spaniards. ' Of the 
materials which they had brought along with them, 
they raifed a cbnuderable bulwark againft the 
enemy's artillery. They made feveral openings 
in the counterdyke, and were fo confident of vic- 
tory, that St. AJdegonde and count Hohenloe, 
after affigning to the feveral officers their refpec- 
tive' ftations, fet fail for Antwerp in a fhip wnich 
had paffed through one of thefe openings^' and 
entered the city in triumph. Their defign, it is 
faid, was to confult with the magiftrates concerning 
fome future meafures which they thought neceffary 
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e J J * to be prnrucd. Biit wh^t the particvibr motiv^i 

5 iDlcive thmuor^pjul Ihificrifis. Is n^t Told bv 

Mpoft tubmen, of vemly find foUy whoj<, ^1^ 
.ncr^i conduct fiirri,fh=^ not the fmalltft arr^ifnd 
. fcr fo lmfa^■ounble an imputation. Thev «/J.. 

^fgraTKude^nd joy, ^nd the peV^ flock^dV. 
be near « liind- ' '*=v«i to 

Bi^T this joy waF of J^orr dur^imn : the prina 
puffed H.vmg wal.h.d .llThe preceding ^i^ 
at EcvLren, and rcUrcd to rtfl -, but btino?^ 

cd forward ^t the head of hi. bnitaUor; jjiS ?^ 
now jour wonted mtr^^iditW aL^'"^*^^ « 

aTalsominbourB? Lctwho wi!J f'uZJ^^""'' 
rhiiUdtherd,e,OTcoiiq;itT/- Having r^'^i ^ 

iW4 in ^,« h.nd, and a buckkr^n S^ '"t^ ' 
, The d.hgw to whith Jiti was ex^r^ ^^le "tbc^ 

to tilt d.«r5- With Ttdoiihled fury and L'T'^'^^'^ 

rh.pWe>vh.r=tl:*ircnmp.n,on;wl^^^?™^^^^ 
H^cr. they ito,p.d. The' ^>'Wt.T^T;^^ 

and 
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ind the tonftdtmTes, being relnforcfti with Frrfb Boot 
troofis fjam iheif rtiips, ontc more ccnrijKllcd the,^J"^^_, 
Spsjiijirdj to refifCi but Famel'e, whole aidi:t[;r 
was Linabqted, ftiii urging acid impeliingthern, the 
^iJ^ck 'MS inlUntly renewed, aad tbe Spaoiardd 
pnwod at bll vidortous» 

Jt whs noff^ only witliin their imrttichment Jhat 
the conTcderateii retained poflcnicn tif ihetounter- 
d^kc. The pnnce of Parma and hJi troops were 
aftfljfe cf tlK difficulty which they mufl fncounier, 
tn attaLkJng so inircncliment defended by men 
w!io from the beginning had d?rpJayed ifie moft 
dfilmnincd bmvcrj ; yet they baldly advantxd 
i^midft an jni^enanT fire both from the Jhipaand 
the iiitrei]i:hmenT, Grtat ntimbcxs fell : fltJ!, how^ 
ever, they continued loadvancc ^ and wliilR thr^ie 
^ ho were m the rcir maintained a coaftant finj 
upon the enoiTiy, ihe ffircmnft nankj were cni* 
ploytd in demolifbirtg the fortificatiun. 

Tujs fortification was at the fame time attack- 
ed, on the other fide, by twobamlionsfent agaiafl 
it by toimt Manfvcldt* the one confiflfng ofSpa- 
iiJarde and the other ijf Italians, whn vied with 
<Aih other in giving the moft qonJjpicutJUB proofs 
nf their t:onltinpt of iinger. The leaders of 
thcffi baiuljonft. Capifucchi and Toralva, were tlic 
fiift who entered the inlrenchmenTi and [bon af- 
tern^ards the tron^^s under iht p:int:e of Pjirma 
entefed \l on the olJier fide. The cnnfederatcs, 
howt^ef , tlK^ugh thLia deprived of all dcfcciec, HiR 
cononned to fight dcfpeialely, till perceiving thai 
tlie tide was going back, and that t}ie rtiips were 
hc^inning to put off to a greater dlftance, while 
frcSi Spaniards were pouring in upon them from 
bixbetids of the counterdyke, iharcoiin^efaiJed^ 
and tliey rtttem^sled to fuvc tiicmfelvea by getting 
on board thcxr buata and nilps. 
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Jhe coiintad^U^ ^nd to repair tli? dTm^^^ 
m their h;pc,ord.nveT^rtc^ ^vef^^ov^£K^ 

ictgn^d that couIJ amve 1^*^^^: ' 

ntcuat> of rmrendenng^ They ^- ' 

makmg K3tt liUh the enemy, tou ' 

to ino«?c the JrffiojJiy of obUiiVm^ r ^ "^^ 
f=rmi. Such were the Vcntii^tTtfr^ i^*<^r>l 

come, arncvei^ fubmlttin*^ to &;l w^ n "* *^< 
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Uing th£ tr=ity of functi^cr rpndtKr to, " 
cruGcm ; buE the imbailkctori of the tx&a»Kl «^ 

ftud«d CO mrt .r cff a. Jong „ ^^^ ^J^ 

the at) vrould Lave b«a ^i^^ZJ^^^^^ 

cumiUnct bad been artfuDy concalcd f™ ^ 

vvii known only tn the magilir^ite, »rS^^!lS 

cn^ c^ the ten^s c>f pei«, ^ Kich i,^ Jfi^^ 

month! before. ^ ™"**= '"^ 

Ik fome i^peai th«y Vrcrt more f*Tc».«w, 
than cv«i ^hofe «hich h^ bten gr^mld toT?? ' 

ycaii, in order t<. fettle their afftirn . ?„ a ^^ * ° 
ibey ^tre alto^^ed to remain f.^^-' JL^h .^^^ 

f-^iir hundred th<jur^d guilders for th^^. °"^^ 
of bia troops. All the prilnncr^^lJ^^^y'^' 

exception whatever v^as made ^ th^ ^1 "'^ 

la.d upc-n .ny nf the ciiiz.^J^Tx^e^ St l^Vj™ 

uouid not carry arm.^^gfl„,(tV"&S<^^ J^i' »« 
f^ the fpflce of . year. ThVXol^ft ""^ ^^" 

fidfred r3Th^r as a mirk of ref^a .„H ^ '^^ 
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merit, and difcov«cd;hea^ whicb his cjicmt« ^^ " 
entcitained of bis abilitt^^ ^^£7^ 

urMrSsi Aldeeonde received from the Spamarrts, 

«^«i ihe States of Holland &fici ZeaUnd on tha 

S^^^F^ flftcdv^Uh prrfett mtegnty, T»= paid d^ 
r2^d .rttu int.Saio. b.t lU afc h. 
' *^ J . r^r niir for Zta and, whrrc i\z rcqUirea 

tiK siatrs i*j JH aC4:uftr ever vcnnved to ap- 

I^E^^C^bte . S'orion of h« <=»nd.S; 
•^^ . J^« Dat his enemies to fflence. «iid to 

highcftpfaiCc^ 

d,fco"^ed on this c^ccafi^n, in th=ir mju^nsmj - 

^ ^n^rdB^ad Ror poJTcrtion of Antwerp, and 
>w^Eir1^cur7l th^comtnerd.1 citv «r,, die 

^;S tlaf = aon. in their cw. dcf.-K.. Th« 
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^^ ^ only object ot \Uar dr&d at th^g tim^ «,V 1^ ■ 
i;;!^ po.^ of Sp.in. They .ouJd'.,!r ^? ^^J.^; 
,,ii.. Antwerp aa b biilwaik ftc^amft th^P rO!»r ^^ 

u.. of th.. wealth, .ir^^t'ss^sX^ 

thcremov.Urro gre^t a riumber of the ^^M^ 

p«ily .ugme^a, while ,h«, of the fouil "rh^^f 

icTMMdi tccowod. The ,„lnce of Parmr if d 
pro.,d«i carrfuUy a^sinft |hi, event r^f^nrt^ 
the proipcnij c,f his bte icciuiliEions ^r*C^ 
lergth of t me SI hich he nliowBrl tl .i ' ''^ **« 

of hisadm,liift„u„n ; but be^iL'Al??''''"'f' 

conquenible, and tliai for fome years c^i, * t'": 

at.a.h=d to ,h= reformed „lij,n"t"'^"«^y 
lh™gl„s nf ev„ .omphing wfth"lK ca.fc r' ""^ 
even .. indure jhofe rStrnlf.s .olhrd"t ti^^' °^ 
tiem dtinng the r ft,y at Antvem to ^.i^^** 
PI ilrps bigniry had, i„ ,he n^j „P,^° i**i*^"; 
AU-a, tratiT|Jlsnied great nunilil. ^f ■ ^^^ •^ 
together Jith thelr^ "Li^ a^'.°I,''« fUbirt^. 

of he levrtred pros-inces, ai the exi^.!.'*;'^/''*- 
Jfliich had rclurned to their •i7,^°^''"=''f 
D.,lch began,.,not to"gV^ hb fe'^=- ■ The 
IW commerce to a l^ier ^V^fif ■ .'" H^ 
TlKy »..e mor, "Wc^a^fbSy '|^'*'J-,.g^- 
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the burden of the war ; and in a few years after- 
wards they found themfelves in a capacity, not 
only to defend their infant (late, but to attack 
their powerful adverfary, with fplendor and fuc- 
cefe, in the moft diftant regions of the globe. 
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OF THE REJGN OF 

PHILIP THE SECOND, 
KING OF S F A 1 N. 

BOOK XX. 



AT^THOUGH \hc profpejity oF the Umted ^f^^t 
Provincea was, in ihe iJae, grcaiJy aug- ^,^,^iJLJ 
rncnted by that increalt of inhabitiintfl which 15B5. 
they received from ihc cnnqn<!rnl lawns, ytt^ ar^"^ ^^ 
theprelcnt period, their lUiiation was more alarm- rilli^ ^' 
tng and dritlcal l]i;m it had fvcr been fmcc the 
commeiiccmcril of the wiir. The prrncc of Parmi 
waa an enemy more fh^rmiJable in every rcfpc^ 
than the duke of AIvs : fuperinr 10 him iti mili- 
tary, and ftiU mf>re In political abiliLie^ -, and the 
TttoK to be djcadcd by the ctjnf«leracy, on ac- 
count of the moderatiiin and c(\nity which he dif- 
pjayed in his treatment of ibc people, who had 
fllbTni^ted Co his armg. Almuli tlie wJioJe of Bra- 
liant and Flandcra, crwpt S^Jija and Oflend, was 
already di>nqiu:rcdi and by his reduction of Ant- 
werp, he had acquired a num^n^HS fleel, which he 
Knew weli bow to malcc rubfervicni to the opera- 
lions of hii land forces, iniJie turthcr profccutian 
of ditf war. 
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States had fent to him on this occafion, ' the mol! B o 6 k 
gracilis reception ; affiired them of his gfa'titude ^ ^1^ 
for the tnift and confidence which the States were . i^g^, 
pleafed to repofe in him ;' and bad him rely upon 
htm for' everjr'rn^rk of frien^fhip in his power to 
bettovv. Bilt a^ their propotal was of toO*miich 
imp-^.rtance to be hailiiy embraced, he defired ttiey 
would deliver it in writing, that it might be fub- 
mitted to the revifal'of his counifellors. 

He'Rry would not 'have thus* delayed giving sute of 
them 2 deciftv^ anfweri^ if^ho had 'been at iiberty, f";^'^/" 
either thr piirfue his own inclinations j olr to xon- 
fult the inteieft of France. Peace mdeed- had been 
eftablifhed between 'the inveterate 'factionsv- into 
which his kingdom was divided ; and Uie catholic 
league wasap^ar^ntly'eXtinit. But the Canies-to 
w+iich that perniciousJcinfederacy owed itB birth, 
ftill'fabfifted ; and it tecfulred d'mxrch'mor^ 'dex- 
terous and fteady hand than that of' Henry; to 
guide the reins of govehirfient irt-'fudiamailner 
as to - prevent the paffions of the parties* from 
breaking out again with 'afi^ttiUch violence as 'be- 
fore. Henry duke of Guife, fon' of the celebrat- 
ed Francis, was fuperior tii)'1iis* father in exterior 
accomplilhrrlents, and ftotiitferior to him eitherin 
military or poliricaf abilities. Like his father too, 
he Was aftuated with the' rhoft* iriord|nate ambi- 
tion • and could not endurt that irfigrfificance, to 
which the king's aveifion-to his bbld afpiiing 
charafter had reduced him.- Enraged at being 
excluded from the government of the ftate, while 
all the power which he and his adherents had 
formerly enjoyed was engroffed by the minions 
of the king, he refolvcd either to compel Henry 
to redrefs his grievances, or to deprive him of his 
crown. With the moft indefatigable induftry he 
applied himfelf to the profecution to his defign. 
His emiflaries were fpread every where ; the king- 
dom fwarmed with anonymous letters -, and the 
pulpit refoundcd with- the- imminent danger to 
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B o o i: which the church was expofed. " For the king, 
^^^^;^^it was feid, notwithftanding his pretenfions to 
158$. fanftity, had neither no religion at all, or was fe- 
cretly attached to that of the Hugonots; for whom 
he had in his late treaty with them, difcovered the 
moft unjuftiiiable partiality. This alone was fuf- 
ficient to roufe the indignation of every faithfiil 
fon of the church ; but mere was ground for the 
moft alarming apprehenfions, when it was con- 
fidered, that the duke of Anjou being now dead, 
and the king without any hopes of iffue, the crown 
muft (if the people did not exert themfelves with 
vigour to prevent it) be inherited by the king of 
Navarre, a relapfcd heretic, and a determined 
cnwny of their holy faith '." 

Thecttbolk: By thcfc mcaus the duke of Guife united more 
^^H^ than one half of the kingdom in a fanatical, but 
firm confederacy, with which he hoped to con- 
troul, and in time to annihilate the authority of 
the king. In order to gain greater refpe£t to this 
confederacy, he placed at the head of it Charles, 
cardinal ^ of Bourbon, a zealous catholic, far ad- 
vanced injyears, and noted for the weaknefs of his 
underftanding. Guife intended this prelate for 
Henry's fucceffor, in the event of the death or 
depoution of that prince ; and he expefted under 
him to engrofs the whole adminiftration, and to 
pave the way for his own acceffion to the throne. 

The king of Spain was not an unconcerned 
fpedtator ofthefe tranfadtions, in a kingdom, to 
the affairs of which he had, for feveral years, 
given the moft particular attention. For, befides 
3ie deep concern, which, agreeably to his general 
fyftem of politics, he had ever taken in all the 
contefts between the catholics and proteftants in 
almoft every European ftate, he was greatly in- 

terefted 



* Memoires de It ligue, torn. lii. 
^ Uncle to the king of Nararrt. 
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terefted to prevent the king of Navarre (whofe B o o c 
domimons he held unjuftly) from afcending the ^^ 
throne of France ; and diere was no other means. ' ,T^?^ 
he knew, by which he could deter the French mo^ 
narch from lending afliftance to the United Pro- 
vinces, but to furnifh him with employment at 



home 



Moved by this laft conlideration, he had eivenic. ,!.•.. 
affiftance to the league, when it waL mfo^ 
by the fame fatbous leaders fome years before 
He was now more determined than ever to futn 
port It ; prompted parUy by the motives that have 
been mentioned, and partly by this confideration 
that by fomenting the difturbances in France, he 
would exhauft the ftrength of that mighty mo- 
narchy, and thereby eidiet acquire pofleffion of it 
himfdf, or be at leaft delivered from aU dread of 
that power, which he believed to be the only one 
m Europe able to counteraa his defigns. ' 

Having fome time before the prefent period HUtmt, ^ 
revived hts negoctations with the duke of Guife T'?!^ 
and the other heads of die league, he gave orders "^ 
to his commiffioners, Morreo,.and Baptifta Taffi 
to form an alliance with them, without delay' 
And It was accordingly concluded between the 
SpaniOi envoys on the hand, and the dukes of 
Guife and Mayenne, and thefieur deMenneviUe, 
agent for the cardmal of Bourbon, on the other! 
at JoinviIIe on the 2d of February, onethoufand 
five hundred and eighty-five, upon the foUowinff 
conditions: • • ,. ° 

n,"!!"/"^ '"J^^^ ** P^^^^"* ^'"5 of France 
mould die wuhout male-iflue, the cardinal of 
Bourbon fliould, as firft prince of the blood, be 
declared lung; and aU thofe perfons /excluded 
from the fucceffion, who were either Vreti^ 
thenUelvcs or favourers of heretics. " -" 
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Bj>t) t -i *VThat the. cardinal of Boiirbon fliould,. in 
v !^^- the event - of* h\s fucceedhig to the crown, ratify 
* tsSjT'"^^^. 'Pcace • of Chateau^Cambrefis,- between the 
- cot|rts^o^, France and Spain. 

' ^t .THtA IT. he. ihould probibix thc.exercifc of eve- 
ry religion but the catholic, within his domipipits. 

- •VX»AT.ih«Cbould:reftore to. Philip all the 
D! irfficeajwhicb hadJbe^nt^kenfrpija him by the Hu- 
.- ffOfjptaw{iindjftffi(l:hini in Jubduing hi§ rel?ellious 
. ( , iubjie(3te m itbc .NeUierlands. 

* ^ Xh AT,.Qp the other band, Philip (houldcon- 
« , tribute fifty thoufand crowois a month, ibr jhe fup- 
port of the confederacy, befides affifting it with a 
'. .Tufficient number of trpops, till Jierefy Ihould' be 
. litterly extirpated. That he (liould take the car- 
\' dinal 6f r^ourbpn, the Iprds of the houfe of Guife, 
and all others who lho\ild accede to.the league, un- 
der his pretedtion-, and that neither of the con- 
|. .tra^ngMp^rtiep -iboujid^ter.into any tf^aty with 
. ,tbQ Hing pf JFrancei without mutual, confent." 

'.^Bbsidm thefe conditions, which were commit- 

* ted to writing, and fubfcribed, Philip engaged to 

, pay annually the fum of two hundred thoufand 

» crowns to the duke of Guife, to be difpofed of by 

' him as he ihould jud^e moft conducive for the in* 

tereft of the league,^ A^^d it was agreed, that this 

; whole tfahfadlion fliovlld be concealed, till a more 

coavenient feafon for divulging it. 

Henry, however, received intelligence of the 

coijgrefs; an4 from former, experience it was eafy 

for him to conjecture the purpofe for wKch it had 

. been beld. . Soon after this, the embaffy .froni the 

. . States rf Holland arrived, and was received in 

". themanner above mentioned, Mendoza, theSpa^ 

ni(h rcfident, could not be ignorant of what had 

pafled at Joinville ; yet he complained to Henry 

. . pf his kind reception of the Dutch ambafladors, as 

being 
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being inconfiftent with the friendfliip which he 
owed to the catholic king. Henry repUcd to this ^ 
complaint, with a degree of firmnefs and dignity, 
which it had been happy for himfelf, and for his 
fubjefts, if he could have maintained ulvifoitnly 
in his condudl. '' I do not, faid he, confider the. 
people of the Netherlands as rebels, but as men 
whofe patience has been worn by oppreffion. Hu- 
manity and juftice incline me to take an intereft in 
the diftrefs of a neighbouring nation, once fubjedt 
to the crown of France. I have not however as 
yet refolved to concern myfelf in their affiairs. I 
am unwilling to violate that peace which fubfifts 
between your mafter and me ; althou^ 1 know, 
that, on his part, it has been violated. -My refo- 
ludon will appear, when I fhall think fit to difclofe 
it. In the mean time I dcfire it may be remember? 
cd, that I (hall not be intimidated by the threats 
of the king of Spain; and that I am mafter of 
my condud, and at liberty, without being anfwer- 
able to any other prince, to make either peace or 
war, as I incline." — 

Among Henry's counfellors there, were fome Henry hefi- 
who exhorted him to embrace fo tempting an op- *'|;'4'^'°j,*''" , 
portunity as the prefent, of advancing the glory proffered iv 
of his crown. The perplexed fituation of his at-vereignty. 
fairs, they faid, ought rather to determine him to 
enter into foreign war, than to deter hint from en- 
gaging in it. It would prove the moft cffedtual 
remedy for thofe noxious humours with which his 
kingdom was diftempered, by giving a new direc- 
tion to that reftleft fpirit with which his fubjedts 
had long been aftuated; and it would be found 
the fureft method of difappointing the designs of 
the duke of Guife, by depriving him of the aflift- 
ance of the catholic king, to whom it would fur- 
nifh fufficient ennployment in defence of his own 
dominions. 

Vol. II. P Such 
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ScicH was the reafoning of thofe who advifed 
Henry to accept of the fovereignty of the United 
ProvinoeB. it was plaufibie, but not fubftantial 
or folid. ^' For where/' tiad others of his coun- 
fcliors, focondod by the queenrmother, "can troops 
ht found in France fufficieot to carry on a war a* 
gainft an enemy £b powerful as the king of Spain ? 
Uponfuchof ^e catholics as are in league with 
that moDtarch, the king can have no reliance. On 
the contrary, they would unite with Philip againft 
iheirnathre foTftreign. Tocompofe an army of 
fuch catholics as retain their fidelity, and to fend 
that army to the Netherlands, would be to aban- 
doa the kingdom naked and defencelefs to the 
duke of Guiie. And were the king to apply to 
due proteftants £oi affiftance, wh^ purpoTe would 
that mea&ure ferve, but to excite an univerfal a- 
krm, and to <kterniine all the catholics in the 
kingdom to accede to the league ? ** 

He decitne» - H^jtlR Y cQul4 Jipt ref^fl the fpr^e of thefe f rgu* 
»«cepji«g »t- ments. Finding himfelf therefore thus fettered by 
his fa^ftious fubjefts, he refolved,thougli with much 
reludtance, to decline the tempting offer which the 
States had made to him ; and having called theur 
ambc^fsidors, he informed them that the unhappy 
fituation of his domeftic affairs rendered it im- 
poffibt^ for htm at prefent to accept of their offer, 
Qr to undertake their protection; but that he 
wo\ild not foil to recommend their caufe to the 
queen of England in the warmeft manner ^. 

Anxiety of EtizABBTH had formerly approved of their 

^*J^*2*^'j*"**^ele6kion of the duke of Anjou, and had even con- 

"* ' tributed her endeavours to promote it. But (he 

dreaded the union of the provinces with France, 

as an ^veot whifch would have raifed the maritime 

power of that kingdom to % fuperiority above her 

own, 

c Reidan. lib. iv. D'Avila, N^. vil Van Metdtn, lib. lal p. 376. 
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own, and therefore Ihe had regarded, with a jea- 
lous eye, their making a tender to Henry of their 
fovereignty. No fooner was (he informed of his 
refoiution to decline accepting it, than her anxiety 
taking another diredion, (he dreaded rfiat their 
de(pair would induce them to throw themfelves on 
the mercy of their former fovereign, whofe fe- 
vereft vengeance^ (he could not doubt, would be 
poured out upon her, as foon as his affairs in the 
Netherlands were compofed. 

In order to prevent this efFed of Henry's refu* l^heSratet 
fal, which was a more immediate objedt of her X^r^c^Yh^ 
dread, than any confequence that could Tiave ari- fovcKigoty. 
fen from his acceptance, (he fent an ambaflfador to 
roufe their drooping ipirits, and to give them 
hopes of her protection. The States were encou- 
raged, by this mark of her attention, to form the 
refoiution of making the fame offer of their fo- 
vereignty to her, which they had made to the king 
of France : and ambaffadors were accordingly ap*- 
pointed, and fent over to England in the month 
of July 1585. 

These ambaffadors employed every argument 
which they could devife, to prevail upon Elizabeth 
to yield to their defire. After teftifying in the 
ftrongeft terms that gratitude with which the States 
were penetrated, on account of the favour which 
(he had already afforded them •, they reprefented, 
** That they had now more occafion than ever for 
her friendfhip, and mull fink under the power of 
Philip, who pofTeffed fuch inexhauftible refuurces, 
If (he did not fpeedily interpofe in their behalf. But 
although the power of the confederacy was fmall, 
when compared with thofe mighty efforts which • 
which were made by the king of Spain to enflave 
it, it was not unworthy of the queen's attention 
and regard. Befides poffeffing fome important 
towns in Brabant, Flanders, and Guelderland, 

P 2 they 
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they were ftill in poffeflion of Holland, Zealand, 
Utrecht, and Friefland, in which there were many 
flouriftiing and well fortified cities, capacious har- 
bours, and navigable rivers, from which the queen's 
fubjeds would derive infinite advantage in the way 
of commerce; not to mention that, by the accef- 
fion of fo numerous a fleet as that of the United 
Provinces, her navy would be able to give law to 
all the maritime powers in Europe. They were 
far from fuppofing that intereft alone would de- 
termine the queen to regard their prefent applica- 
tion; rhey had already experienced her generofity, 
and they now adrefled her as the fovereign of a 
powerful kingdom, who had (hewn that Ihe was 
touched with their calamities. It was their earneft 
defure at this time,^ that (he would accept of the 
foveieignty of the provinces, upon the fame con- 
ditions on which their native princes had enjoyed 
it, and that (he would henceforth confider the 
people of the Netherlands as her faithful fubjedls, 
who would vie with thofe of her native kingdom 
in demonftrating their attachment to her perfon, 
and in advancing the glory of her reign." 

Elizabeth received this propofal with much 
complacency, and alTured the ambalfadors, that 
they (hould not return without carrying fuch an 
anfwer along with them as would entirely fatisfy 
the States ; but before (he could be more particular 
in her reply, Ihe muft confider the a(Fair with that 
attention which it defer ved, and hear the opinions 
of her counfellors. 

shedeiibe- The fame thing happened on this occafion in 
fobJcT '^' Ae court of England, as in that of France fome 
months before. Elizabeth's minifters were no lefs 
divided in their fentiments than thofe of Henry, 
and formed their judgments as courtiers aie wont 
to do in matters of doubtful iflTue, conformably 
either to the natural temper of their mind, or to 
the inclination of the prince. 

TtTERE 
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There were fome among them who thought. Boor 
that both j lift ice and prudence lequired that Elba- ^^^^1^^ 
beth (hould rejetl the offer that had been made to j^g^. 
her; ** for it was the common intereft of princes, 
they faid, that fubjedts (hould be retained in their 
allegiance; and to encourage them in the violation 
of it, was in reality to undermine the foundations 
of their own authority. The queen had hitherto 
favoured the inhabitants of the Low Countries, 
not as a free and independent nation, but as a . 
people who were cruelly opprefled ; and her in- 
tention had not been to enable them to renounce 
their allegiance, but to induce their king to treat 
them with greater equity and moderation. In this 
purpofe they thought fhe might ftill perfift. But 
to acknowledge the States for fovereigns, and to 
accept from their hands that fovereignty which 
belonged to another, would not only be a violation 
of that juftice which princes owe to one another, 
but might be attended with the moft dangerous 
confequences to her own repofe. The king of 
Spain would not reft fatisfied till he had retaliated 
fo great an injury. The ftate of Ireland, and 
even that of England, where there was fo great a 
number of catholics devoted to his fervice, would 
furnifti him with means of executing his defign. 
And from fomenting a fpirit of divifion among 
her fubjedls, he would foon pafs to an open inva- 
fion ot her kingdom. With bis arms the fjDJritual 
thunder of the Roman pontiff wo ild co-operate, 
and in that cafe fuch a nnmber of enemies might 
be excited againft her, as would endanger the ita- 
bUity of her tlirone." 

But others of Elizabeth's counfellors were of 
opinion, that fo inviting an opportunity as the 
prefent ought not to be neglected, and that the 
queen could not, with reaic^n, be accufed of in- 
juitice for embracing it. The States, compelled 
by necefiity, had, leveral years before the prefent 
period, aflumed llie fove.eignty into tb.eir own 

hands^ 
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Boot hinds, and fince that time they had conferred it 
^^^ , ^ upon the duke of Anjou, whom the queen had 
1585. virtually recognized for their lawful fovereign. 
The king of Spain had clearly forfeited his right 
to their obedience, b> his violation of all thecon- 
ditions on which that right was founded. " Not- 
withJftanding this, he will no doubt be highly of- 
fended," continued they, " if the queen (hall 
think fit to liften to the prefent application. But 
can he be more an enemy to the queen, than he 
has already fhewn himfelf ? Has be not long en- 
deavoured to llir up her difafFefted fubjefts in Ire- 
land ? And in England, does he not purfue the 
fame hoftile and infidious defigns? Has he not 
warmly efpoufed the caufe of the queen of Scots? 
Does he not on every occafion fhew himfelf an 
implacable enemy to the Englilh name? And 
what is it that has fo long prevented him from de- 
claring open war, but that his revolted fubjedts in 
the Netherlands have hitherto afforded full em- 
ployment to all the forces which he could fpare 
from his ambitious enierprifes .? When he fhall 
have difengaged himfelf from his embarraflments 
in the Low Countries, can we doubt that he will 
turn his arms againft the queen ? It is the part of 
prudence to provide againft a diflant as well as a- 
gainft an immediate danger; and prudence and a 
regard to felf-prefervation require that the queen 
ftiould to the utmoft of her power fupport the 
people of the United Provinces, becaufe in their 
preiervation the peace and fecuiity of her own do- 
minions are involved. If (he rejeft the application 
of the States, and either give them no afliftance, 
or fuch only as has hitherto been granted, they 
will foon be overpowered, and Philip will then be 
not only at greater leifure, but much more able 
than at prefent to execute his defigns. But if the 
queen accept of the advantageous offer that is 
made to her, and exert herfelf with vigotir in de- 
fepw of this people, who defire to ^ome her 

fubjedb, 
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fubjedts (he will encounter her enemy at a diftancc Boot 
from home, (he will be powerfully aififtcd by a ^^ ^ 
brave and determined ally, and with her fleet iTgT 
a^ing in concert with that of the States, (he will 
be able to maintain die tranquillity of her king- 
dom.'* 

Elizabeth readily perceived the force of this Eiiitbeth 
rcafoning ; (he believed that an open breach with the pro'l^ 
Philip w^ unavoidable, and (he thought it more ^io*^ «f ^« 
cligiWe to begin hoftilitics herfelf now, than t6 ^*^*** 
wait till her adverfary (hould be in a condition t6 
execute his defigns againft her. She refolved how- 
ever to decline accepting the fovereignty which 
the States had offered her, either becaufe (he ap- 
prehended that it would prove a greater burdea 
than (he was able to fupport, or becaufe (he was 
afraid of exciting the jeajoufy of the neighbouring 
powers. But while for thefe reafons (he defired 
that the fupreme authority might ilill remain in 
the hands of the States, (he refolved to afford 
them her protedion ; and with this view, after 
having received particular information concerning 
their ftrength, and the number of troops necef- 
fary for carrying on the war, (he concluded a 
treaty with tliem, of which the principal articles 
were thofe which follow : '' That the queen (hould 
furniih the States with five thoufand toot and one 
thoufand horfe, to be commanded by a proteftant 
general of her appointment, and to be paid by her 
during the continuance of the war. That after 
the conclufion of the war the States (hould repay 
her expences, and that the towns of Brille and 
Flu(hing, and the fort of Rammekins, (hould be 
immediately delivered to her, and (hould remam 
in her poflre(non till (he were fully reimburfed. 
That the commander of the forces, the jgovernors 
of provinces and towns, and all the officers aud 
foldiers, (hould take an oath of fidelity to the 
queen and the States. That in cafe it (hould be 

found 
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Book found expedient to employ, a fleet in the common 
^^ , caufe, the States ftiould fumifh the fame number 
of (hips as the queen, to be commanded by an 
Englifh admiral. That the commander in chief, 
and two Englifh minifters refiding in the Nether- 
lands, fhould be admitted into the affembly of the 
States. That none of the rights or privileges of 
the confederated provinces (hould be violated, and 
no change introduced in the eftablifhed religion 
or government. And laftly,' That neither ot the 
- two contrafting parties (hould, without mutual 
confent, make peace, or enter into alliance with 
the king of Spain ^. 

Leiceftcrtp. This treaty was no fooner ratified, |fhan Eliza- 
^^«rb" beth iflTued orders for carrying it into execution. 
«*»»«f- The earl of Leicefter (to whom this wife princefs 
had been long attached in a degree which far ex- 
ceeded his merit and fervices) was appointed ge- 
neral of the forces, and went over with them to 
Holland in the beginning of the year 1586, ac- 
companied by more than five hundred gentlemen, 
who intended to ferve under him as volunteers. 
Leicefter had neither courage, capacity, modera- 
tion, nor integrity, to qualify him for the arduous 
ta(k that was alTigned to him, but his defedks were 
concealed under the glare of fuperficial accom- 
plifhments ; with whidi, as he had long deceived 
the penetration of Elizabeth, he now impofed upon 
the people of the Netherlands, and excited in them 
the moft flattering and delufive hopes. From his 
firft arrival they regarded him as the reftorer of 
their fallen ftate, and profufely heaped upon him 
every mark of honour which their immoderate 
fondnefs could devife. Not fatisfied with receiv- 
ing him rather as a prince and a conqueror, who 
had already wrought their deliverance, than as the 
fubjedt of an ally by whom he had been fent to 
their a(riftance, they confcried upon him the of- 
fices 

' Beotivoglio, partii. lib. v. Caitidcn, ann. 158J. 
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fices of governor general of the confederacy /and Book 
conunander in chief of all their forces by fca and ^ ^1, ^ 
•^rid. ,58'6. 

By this precipitate meafure, of which they had 
afterwards the greateft reafon to repent, they in- 
tended to gratify the queen, and if poffible to in- 
duce her to take a deeper intereft in their affairs. 
But they were exceedingly difappointed in their 
expectations ; flie was offended at their artifice, 
and immediately difpatched her vice-chancellor • 
to complain of their condudt, as being calailated 
to make the world believe her infincere in the de- 
claration which (he had publifhed, of intending 
only to affift the provinces, and not to undertake 
the abfolute charge of their proteftion. She de- 
fired that the States would recall that authority 
\^hich they had conferred on Leicefter, and com- 
manded him to reft contented with the portion 
of power which fhe had given him. But it is 
extremely doubtful whether Elizabeth was in 
reality as much incenfed on this occafion as (he 
appeared to be. She foon difcovered an unwil- 
lingnefs to mortify her favourite's vanity and am- 
bition ; lent a favourable ear to the apology that 
was made to her by the States, and did not infifl 
on a compliance with her requeft. Whatever 
was her motive for this condudt, Leicefter was 
inftalled in the government, and invefted with 
the moft ample powers ; after which he proceeded 
to make preparations for putting a ftop to the 
progrefs of the Spanifti arms. 

The prince of Parma, on the other hand, was oprrationi 
no lefs adtive in preparing for the further profe-^fp^J^y*^ 
cution of the war. After the acquifition of fo 
many important towns, he had conceived the 
moft fanguinc expedtations of being able foon to 

complete 

* Sir Thomas Heneage. 
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complete the redudlion of the revolted provinces. 
But by the interpofition of Elizabeth he perceived 
7^85^^ his vidtory fnatched from him, when he thought 
himfelfupon the point of reaping it, and was ex- 
ceedingly difappointed and chagrined. Finding 
himfelf however ftill fuperior to his enemy in tlic 
iiitld, he refolved to improve this advantage, and 
as fcx>n as the feafon would permit^ to proceed 
with his wonted vigour, 

The^ficgeof *fHE Confederates had, notwithftanding their 
lofs of Maeftricht above related, been able to keep 
poffeflion of two confiderable towns on the Made, 
Grave in Brabant, and Venlo in Guelderland. 
Farnefe was defirous to make himfelf mafter of 
thefe two places before he (hould turn his arms 
againft the northern provinces ; and early in the 
fpring he fent count Charles of Manfveldt to form 
the blockade of Grave, Manfveldt executed his 
commiffion with little oppofifion, by calling a 
bridge over the Maefe, and by building forts and 
redoubts not only on tlie dykes of the river, but 
on the land fide of the town, where he pitched his 
camp, and cut off all communication between the 
befieged and the country behind them. The 
town was defended by an EnglilTi garrifon, under 
the command of a young nobleman, baron de 
Hemeret, a native of Guelderland. Leicefter 
fenfible that the place was of the greateft impor- 
tance for preventing the enemy from advancing 
into the provinces of Guelderland and Utrecht, 
went himfelf as far as the city of Utrecht, and from 
thence fent count Hohenloe and colonel Norris 
with two thoufand five hundred foot, piwtly na- 
tives and partly Englifh, to the relief of the be- 
fieged. The natives arrived fir ft, afui having 
taken one of the Spanifti forts on the banks of 
the Maefe, oppofite to Grave, they had begun to 
fortify themfelves upon the dyke, when Manf- 
veldt having received intelligence of their arrival, 

fent 
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fent three thoufand Spaniards over the bridge 
already mentioned. By thefe troops the conte*^ 
derates were compelled to abandon their fortifi- 
cations, and to retire along the dyke ; but Korris 
and the Englifli fcM-ces commg up to therr afliit- 
ance, a bloody battle enfued. The Englilh, 
though long inured to peace, gave jproof on this 
occafion of that ftrong military genius by which 
they have fo often diftinguimed thcmfelves in 
their wars upon the continent. They drove the 
veteran Spaniards before them with irrefiftible im- 
petuofity, killed feveral hundreds of them, bc- 
fides feven captains^ and a great number of infe- 
rior officers, and compelled them to continue their 
retreat till they reached their fortifications on the 
bridge. There they were fupported by frefh 
troops fent by Nfanfveldt from the camp. The 
battle was renewed, and both parties fou^t for 
fome time with the fame fury as before, till they 
were feparated by a violent ftorm of wind and 
rain, which rendered all their efforts inefFedual. 
Through this accident the Spaniards flill retained 
pofleflion of the bridge, but the rain which fell, 
furnifhed count Hohenloe with the means of re- 
lieving the befieged. The river being fwelled to 
an uncommon ^ight, he broke down the dyke 
near Raveftein, which ftands on the fame fide with 
Grave, and having laid all the country between 
Raveftein and Grave under water, he conveyed 
to the befieged, ammunition, provifions^ and a 
fupply of troops, acrofs the inundation. 

Tnt prince of Parma, alarmed with this fuccefs 
of the confederates, fet out for Grave with his 
main army ; and in a few days after his arrival 
before the place two batteries were planted, and 
a part of the wall was demolifhed. It might ftill 
however have been defended for a confiderable 
time ; and De Hemerct, the governor, gave the 
earl of Leicefter the ftrongefl affurances that he 

would 
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Book would hold out to the laft. But his courage fail- 
y ^J^_f ing, he began to talk of the neceflity of furrender- 
1586. ^^i ^^^9 although only two or three of his 
officers approved of his defign, while all the reft 
remonftrated againft it as cowardly and diflionour- 
able, he refolved to put it in execution; and 
Upon the 7 th of June, before the breach was prac- 
ticable, or the enemy had taken any meafures for 
an affault, he fent to the prince of Parma a propo- 
fal to capitulate. The prince readily granted him 
the moff favourable conditions, and lufFered him 
and the garrifon to march out with their arms and 
baggage. But as De Hemeret was undeferving 
of this honour, he foon had reafon to repent of the 
infamous part into which his cowardice had betray- 
ed him. Both he and ^the officers who had con- 
curred with him, were condemned by a court 
martial to be beheaded. The fentence was ac- 
knowledged to be juft^ yet De Hemeret 's fate ex- 
cited great commiferation in his countrymen. He 
was too youngs for the important truft which had 
been committed to him ; there was no reafon to 
fufpedt him of treachery or corruption, and he 
folicited in the moft earneft manner to have his 
life fpared, and to be permitted to engage in fome 
perilous enterprize in which he might retrieve his 
honour. But Leicefter thinking it neceffary at 
this time, for the eftablifhment of military difci- 
pline, which had been greariy relaxed, to give an 
example of feverity, rejefted all the applications 
which were made in his behalf '. 

stegcof Immediately after the furrender of Grave, 
venia Famcfe led his army, amounting to twenty thou- 
fand foot and three thoufand horfe, to beficge 
Venlo i and he made the greater hafte in his ex- 
pedition againft that place, the only one on the 
left fide of the Maefe which remained in the hands 
of the confederates, as he underftood that the 

garrifon 

' Meteren, p^ 4.03. Bentivoglio, p. ii. lib. ii. aod Strada. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 

garrifon was weak, and that the celebrated Mar- 
tin Schench, who^comijionly refided in it, had, by 
Leicefter's orders, marched with the greateft part 
of his troops to fecure the town of Gueldres. 
This man, a native of Guelderland, and a foldier 
of fortune, is celebrated by all the cotemporary 
hiftorians, on account of his extraordinary valour, 
activity, and enterprize. Having firft attached 
liimfelt to the Spanilh party in the Netherlands, he 
performed for that party feveral important fer- 
vices, but thinking hlmfelf diftionoured by a pre- 
ference which the general bellowed on a Spanifli 
officer, he had delerted to the States. Schench 
no fooner heard that the Spanifh army had begun 
the fiege of Venlo, than he fet out with a body of 
horfe in order to throw himfelf into the place. 
Finding it completely invefted on every fide, he 
attacked the befiegers in the middle of the night, 
and having penetrated beyond the generars tent, 
he continued to advance till he had almoft reached 
one of the gates of the town •, but he could not 
enter, by reafon of certain barricades which Far- 
nefe had raifed to prevent the fallies of the gar- 
rifon. Before he had time to demolilh thefe, the 
wliole camp was up in arms, and obliged him to 
abandon his attempt. He fought his way back 
through the thickell of the enemy, and efcaped 
with the lofs of between forty and fifty men. 
He made feveral other vigorous efforts for the re- 
lief of the befieged, but they were all rendered 
abortive by the forefight and vigilance of the 
prince of Parma, who repelled his attacks j and, 
in fpite of the annoyance which he gave him from 
without, kept up an inceflant fire upon the town, 
till a great part of the wall was demolifhed. The 
different nations of which the army confifted, were 
dilputing with each other for the honour of be- 
ginning the affault, when the befieged, dreading 
the fatal confequenccs that might follow, fur- 

rcndcrcd 
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Book rendered the to>vn on nearly the fame conditions i 

^j^ with thofe which had been granted to the citizens ' 

1586. of Grave. The prince of Parma found it neccf- | 

fary to employ all his authority to prevent the , 
foldiers, whom the capitulation difappointed of 

their prey, from offering violence to the inhabi- I 
tants; and he gave a proof of his refpeft for 

Schench, by treating his wife and fifter in the | 

mgft honourable manner, and furnifhing them 1 
with his own coach to carry them to whatever 

phce they fhould incline ». ' 

The fitge From Venlo, Famcfe went without delay and 
J2^^*]J'J*^" invefted Nuys, which belongs to the biftiopric of 
"^ Cologn, but was at that time in the poffeffion of 
the States. 

Gebhert de Trufches, the archbiihop and 
cleftor of Cologn, having, about three years before 
the prefent period, abjured the catholic religion, 
and man^ied, attempted ftill to retain his bifliop- 
ric and eledtoratc \ out his canons, fupported by 
the pope and emperor, excommunicated him; 
lind having made war againft him, in which they 
were aflifted by the prince of Parma, they obliged 
him to take refuge in Holland, and ele£ted in his 
room Erneft, fon of the duke of Bavaria. The 
count de Meurs, one of his partizans, fgou after 
recovered for him, by furprize, the town of Nuys, 
and obtained from the States a garrifon, with 
which he had been able not only to defend that 
town againft the force of Erneft, but to over-run 
the country, and do infinite mifcWef to the ca- 
tholic inhabitants. Erneft, unable to reprefs their 
eruptions, had gone hinifelf in difguife to the prince 
of Parma to iolicit his aflfiftance, and it was in 
compliance with his requeft, that Farnefe, poft- 
poning the profecution of his defijgns againft the 
northern provinces, engaged in his pretent cnier- 

prize. 
t Meteren. Strada. 
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prize. He knew that Philip regarded no under- 
taking as foreign to his intereft, in which the fe- 
carity of the catholic religion was concerned ; and 
he dreaded that if tlie garrifon of Nuys was not 
tliecked in time, they might gather ftrength, and 
perfiiade fome of the neighbouring proteftant 
princes to efpoufe their caufe. Some hiftorians 
affirm, that he was like^ife prompted by the 
profpec'k of that glory which he would acquire, 
ihould he conquer in a few weeks, as he expei^ed, 
a town which Charles the Bold duke of Burgundy 
had in vain attempted to reduce with an army of 
lixty thoufand men in the fpace of a year. 

In this expeftation he was not difappointed. 
Through a misfortune which befell the garrifon in 
tlie perfonofCloet the governor, who, being dan- 
gcroufly wounded, was difabled from attending 
irj the operations of the defence, their refolution 
failed -, and in lefs than three weeks after the 
prince*s arrival before the town, they began to 
treat of a furrender. That he might fave time, 
and deliver the town as entire as poffible to the 
elet'kor, Famefe agreed without any difficulty to 
an armiftice ; and he had begun to treat with the 
deputies of the befieged, concerning the terras of 
capitulation, when the Italian and Sp^nifli troops, 
(who had been highly incenfed on account of his 
having prevented them from pluridering the inha- 
bitants of Venlo) being tranfported with a fudden 
rage, ran forward in contempt of his authority, 
and aflaulted the town on different fides, while 
the garrifon, who trufted to the armiftice, were 
off their giiard. Meeting with little refillance, 
they quickly fcaled the walls, fpread themfclves 
over the town, and butchered aH who fefl in their 
way, without diftindion of age, fex, or condition. 
Nor was their barbarous cruelty fatiated with the 
horrid carnage which thevconomitted. Their fury 
being turned into maanefs, they fpurned the 

thoughts 
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Book thoughts of plunder, and fet fire to the town; and as 

^ y^ _j the wmd was high, and moft of the houfes were 

i\86» built of wood, it was in a few hours confumed to 

aflies. Two churches only efcaped, in which a 

number of women and children had taken refuge; 

and it was with difficulty that the marquis del 

Guafto prevailed upon the favajge foldiers to fpare 

the lives of thofe trembling, .miferable remains of 

the inhabitants *. 

Um^iY. F^OM this difaftcous fcene, Famefe, now duke 
of Parma, by his father's death, directed his march 
towards Rhineberg ; another place in the electo- 
rate of Cologn, of which, on account of its im- 
portant fituation, the. States were extremely feli- 
citous to retain poffeffion. 

rfihel!Sof '^^^ ^^^ ^^ Leicefter mean while had been 
uicefter. employed in drawing together all the forces which 
could be fpared from the garrifons of the towns 
and forts, and feemed determined not to fuffer 
any more of the campaign to pafs without ftrik- 
ing fome important ftroke, which might fatisfy 
the expedtations of the confedlerates. But as his 
army, which confifted only of feven thoufand foot 
and one thoufand four himdred horfe, was inferior 
in number to the enemy, he durft not hazard an 
engagement ; but refolved to attack fome place 
of importance in the poffeffion of the Spaniards, 
in order to induce the duke of Parma to relinquilh 
the fiege of Rhineberg. He diredted his march 
towards Zutphen, and in order to facilitate his de- 
fign asainft that place, firft attacked, and made 
himfelf mailer or the town of Doefburg; after 
wjiich he fat down with his whole army before 
Zutphen, and began the fiege in form. 

If 
h Bendvoglio, part ii. lib iv. 
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If he had followed the counfel that was given p o o k 
him, to fecure certain p^lTe^ whicji }ed to the^^^ ^^^i . 
towi>, it niuft unavoidably have fallen into his* ^^35, 
hands ; as it w^ neither furnifhed with provifions, Heuysfit^ 
nor with miUt^ry ftores. Of Jhis the duke of JPar- ^^"'p^'* 
jna had been particularly informe4 by jBaptifto 
Talfi the governor ; and for this reafon, although 
he had made prpgrefs in his operations againJ^ 
Rhinelierg, he immediately ralfed the /Tiege of ^hat - 
place, and haftened with all hi$ forces to tlie relief 
of Zutphex^., As he was acquainted with ,th^ ex- 
tremity to which the befieged were reduce^, he 
fent the Italian cavalry, und^jr the jnarquis dql 
-Guafto, before the xe^ of the army, with a tem- 
pore fupjply ; and ordered 51 j^imnerous bo^y of 
Spanifh infantry to advance with the utmoft ex- 
pedition. Through Leicefter's negled; to fortify 
the pafles, a part of this fupply was introduced 
into the towns without difficulty, in the night ; 
and on the day following, del Guafto attempted 
to introduce the reft. Oh this occafion a fierce reil- 
counter happened between the Italian andEhglifti 
cavalry. At the firft onfet the Italians were Com- 
pelled to retire ; but they foon returned to the 
charge. The aftion then became hot and obftinat^, 
and the iflue remaifie^ for fome time doubtful. Del 
Guafto, feconded by feveral officers of diftinguiftied 
reputation, made every effort that could have been 
expedted from the moft experienced conunand- 
er. But the Englifti, led on by colonel Morris ahd 
Sir Philip Sidney, proved a fecond lime vi^orious, 
and drove the Italians before them till they reached 
theSpanilh infantry; whenthe.EngljWh, being ig- 
norant whether the whoje Spaiiifti army was at 
hand, thought it dangerous to -advance. Of thcDcithofsir 
Italians about pne hundred and J^fty were kill^ ^^"•p^**'^ 
and* wounded, and of the En^lh thirty. But the 
latter paid dear for their victory, by their i{[repi- 
rable lofs of the brayc atjd accomplil^ied .Sir Philip 
' VQL..IL • CL' • ^^"'■' -SMnefi 
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Book Sidney ; who is celebrated by his cotemporaries, 

%^J!:^^^'^ a perfcn of the moft confummate worth ; and 

1586. as hepoffeffed the favour of Elizabeth, mud, if it 

had been the will of heaven to prolong his life^ 

have foon attained to the higheft dignities in her 

JwbldTo P^^^^ ^^ beftow. Soon after this rencounter, the 

niifethJ" duke of Parma arrived with his whole army in or- 

^*^^^^^^j^der of battle; and Leicefter, confcious of the in- 

'"* feriority of his forces, drew them off from the 

. fiege, and fufFered him to enter Zutphen without 

oppofition. Here the duke remained till he had vi- 

fited the fortifications, and laid in a fufficient 

quantity of ammunition and provifions; after 

which he repaffed the Rhine, and having put gar- 

rifons into his new conquefts, he fet out tor Bruf- 

fels. 

uicefter His troops wcre no fooner diftributed into win- 
takes Tome tcr-quarters, than Leicefter returned with his ar- 
Zatf^l niy towards Zutphen. He did not however in- 
tend to enter fo late in the year upon the fiege of 
the town itfelf, but only to make himfelf mailer 
of three forts on the oppofite fide of the river^ 
which put it in the power of the Spaniards to make 
frequent incurfions into the territory of Veluwe. 
In this attempt he fucceeded, and thereby depriv- 
ed the Spaniards for a time of what had been the 
principal advantage which they derived from the 
pofleffion of Zutphen. After which, having ftati- 
oned a part of his troops in thefe forts, he return- 
ed to the Hague, where the States had been ap- 
pointed to convene. 

Leicefter's This aflcmbly had no great reafon to be fatis- 

ti^^'^nV** fi^^ ^^^'^ *^^r ^^"^ governor's management of 
•nduo. the war ; and they weie hi^,hly difcontented with 
his civil adminiftration. During the courfe of thofe 
military operations which have been related, he 
had treated them in many refpedls rather as a con- 
quered province, tlian a free ftate, to whofe affift- 
ance he had been fent by their friend and ally ; 

and 
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and had (hewn no lefs contempt of their funda- ^ZS ^ 
mental laws, to which he knew they were un- 
alterably attached, than to the conditions of their 
treaty with Elizabeth. Inftead of regulating his 
conduct by the advice of the States or council, as 
gratitude and prudence recjuired, he appears to 
have conceived an early prejudice againft all thofe 
who had diftinguilhed themfelves in the fervice of 
their country, while he beftowed his favour on a 
fet of artful and defigning men, of fufpedled fi- 
delity, who were obfequious to his caprice. 

By their counfel, he laid fuch reftriAions upon 
trade, that if the States had not interpofed with 
vigour, would have proved fatal to it ; and obliged 
many of thofe Flemilh merchants who had lately 
fettled in Holland and Zealand, to remove into fo- 
reign parts. By the fame advice, he tampered with 
the coin, and made fuch alterations in it as en- 
riched his minions or himfelf, whilft they impo- 
veriflied the provinces. 

Innovations were introduced without the 
confent of the States, in the manner of col- 
lecting the public money ; and after it was col- 
lected, inftead of putting it, as the conftitution 
required, into the hands ot the treafurer chofen by 
the States, Leicefter ordered it to be delivered to 
a treafurer of his own appointment, who refufed 
to fatisfy the States as to the purpofes to which it 
was applied. Taxes were levied from the people, 
for paying not only all the foldiers in the garrifons, 
and aU the country troops, but fuflicient likewife 
for the payment of between fix and feven thou- 
' fand Germans ; yet the foldiers in the garrifons 
were fo ill paid, that the officers found it difficult 
to prevent a mutiny ; and two thoufand Germans 
who had enlifted under the count de Meurs, in 
hopes of' receiving a certain fum on their arrival 
in the Netherlands, being difappointed, through 
Qji the 
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Book jj^e governor's negligence^ or the corruption of 

)^^^^^^M yhiOk in whom he, confided, returned to Germany 

I c86^ .y^i^h^V^ ^r3,v/ ing their fwords, at a time when their 

[aiiiftance was abfolutely neceflary to the fuccefs 

of the campaign. 

tff- the treaty between 'the States and Erizabetli 
It had. been agreed, that when any vacancy flioul<i 
happen in the government of a town, fort, or 
province, the commander in chief ll^ouId fill it 
up with one of three perfohs pfefented to him by 
^he jStates. ' Tp this agreenient Leicefter paid no 
^r^ara^ but appointed perfons tp governments of 
jgreat importance, not only without their being 
^niaimed by the States, but even when the States 
jremoni^atecl againft his appointing them. Ro^ 
jlj^nd Vork, a Lon4qner, who had fome years 
.before been cleteA^d in treafpnal^le pfaftices, of 
.whicji they gav,e Leicefter timely inforn^ation. 
Was notwithuandihg this intrufted with the charge 
of the principal fort near Zutpheri, which com- 
manded the. country . of Veluwe ; and WilBam 
Stanley,, an EnglUh catholiG, who had been in the 
fervicc.of Spain, was piade governor of Deventer, 
into which place Leicefter, in contradidtion to the 
treaty .lyith Elizabeth, had put a garrifon of twelve 
^thoufand foot and two hundred horfe, confifting 
moftly of Irilh papifts, 

. Beside^ th^^fe arid* otlier inftances of impru-* 
^(ient and arbitrary condufk, he difgufted the 
/Dvi^cl^ ^fomjs by appointing Englifli officers to 
. commajU^ tjjiem. *Hc compelled the people to fur- 
niOi him witli carriages, and to ferve in his army 
as^piqneers; and, in violation of what had ever 
. beqp peeped a. fundamental privilege of the in- 
Jiabita^ts of the Netherlands, he obliged perfons, 
|pro(ecj!jitqd by his tools, to leave the provinces in 
'which tliey irehded, and to fubmit to their trial 
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in other provinces, where their proiecutors |ia4 B o q k 
greater influence to procure their condemnition'^. ^^^L^ 

Such a complication of defpotic meafures in ^ • 
the government of a people jealous of their liber- 
ty, appears repugnant, whatever v/ere the go- 
vernor's motives, to the very loweft degree of 
prudence, of which we can fuppofe him to have 
been poffeffed. It is not furprinng that be was 
fufpected of having formed a plan to fupprefs the . 
aflembly oi the States, and to afiume an ablblute 
authority ; but if his prefumption could impofe 
upon him fo far as to make him believe, that (b 
wife a princefsgs Elizabeth would, from her par- 
tiality to him, and in open violation of her en- 
gagements, fupport his ufurpatiori, yet his con- 
duft was extremely ill calculated to promote this 
perfidious defign. It difguiled .all the better fort 
of thofe who had influence in the provinces, and 
ferved to difFufe an univerfal alarm, bcforb he had 
taken meafures proper for fecuring fucccfs iii his 
attempt. 

The .States, however, fenfible of their prefent ^h* staecs 
dependence upon Elizabeth, refolved to avoid an"*™**"'***' 
open rupture with her favourite, and, notwith- 
ilanding what had pafled, they received him on 
his arrival at the Hague with every mark of re- 
fpe£t. They delivered to him a mddeft but firm 
rcmonftrance, and intreated him with much ear- 
nellnefs to redrefs their grievances. Leicefter 
could not juftify his conduct in any of the parti- 
culars that have been' mentioned. He attempted, 
however, tb makeiome apology for it, and ilf- 
fured the deputies, though with little fmcerity, 
that for the-future he fhould be careful to avoid 
giving them anyjuft ground of oflfence. He added, 
that' at prefent he was under' a neccflity of paf- 
fmg o^ci* to England, on account of certain dif- 

' * • turbaaces 

* Van Metcrcn, lib. xiii. Grotiua, lib. ¥• 
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turbances in that kingdom, which required his 
. prefence. The States were extremely furprifed at 
1586. ^his intimation, as they expected that he would 
have proceeded immediately to reform the abufes 
of whidi they had complained ; but they were in 
fome meafure reconciled to his departure, by 
his agreeing to a propofal which they made to him, 
that till his return to the Low Countries, his au- 
thority as governor fliould be lodged in the coun- 
cil of ftate •, ^d he accordingly executed a public 
deed to this efFedt on the twenty-fourth of No- 
vember, although it foon afterwards appeared that 
he had done it only to avoid the trouble of any 
further folicitation upon the fubjeft. He executed 
privately on the fame day another deed, in which 
ne referved to himfelf an exclufive authority over 
all the governors of provinces, towns, and forts, 
and even deprived the council of ftate of their 
wonted authority. This conduft, at once fo cow- 
ardly and infmcere, alienated from him more 
than ever the afFedtions of the States,, and de- 
ftroyed entirely the confidence which they had 
repofed in him. It confirmed the opinion of thofe 
who believed that he afpired at the fovereignty, 
' and filled the minds of perfons of all ranks with 
the moft alarming apprehenfions. 

TreVher of ^^^ Statcs had, as mentioned above; remon- 
Roi^ Ywk ftrated againft the truft committed to Roland 
sunte^' "'*" York and William Stanley. Thefe meagave foon a 
^*" ^ * fatal proof of the juftnefs of the fufpicions which 
had been entertained of their fidelity. In a few 
weeks after Leicefter's departure for England, 
they entered into a treacherous correfpondence 
with Baptifto Tjrffi, governor of Zutphen, and 
began to prepare their meafures for delivering to 
him the important fortrefles which had been in- 
trufted to their care. The council of ftate re- 
ceived intelligence of their perfidious defign ; but 
they had not power to hinder them from putting 

it 
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«Tin<igt llw authority wtikh ,Wv ht^* ""?" " 

irifoi;if eownifirs their re«l fihhl. "^."** '" "« 
Wd the Fccond., ■>I«t t heXhf dVl"^'^^"" 

fBd as well Hs Bjcd men Ir^t-^ ' , "^^« «"= 
warftinEiJihingrefleftl^s """ '"«"'* *an fud, 

pitted fnm^ of th^ir num^ r* ™ ^"^ ^^icymp^ 
tci;^f r.Xru»p^^^^^^^ there W- 
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ci|itl eftcAt of ftnic^ 
lilc^dicr die frviDCT ofi^efe 

" Thl Qtnation of ^^"^'-^ (t^fed that ptu^ 
dent fUttfjtiHB), whidi i« foiTMiixled ck^ every 

lick %v|th A t^Tr>pt;&UOQft OG^U^ wl b«B fc? h^t- 

bTiursuponiutqaftij the tiitiaenuis foFcrs «hkii 
defend jt - ihe 8™^>^ ^^ <he pr^pW^ iod ibc jn- 
turc of iheif epnmnKDr, ouoctir ta m*Kiiw iDfi 
believe thjt Ll will be found aJmoft. irqpc^fEUc B> 
(iiccc«d ]□ AD attuspc to conquer it. 

** The ErgJiQi navy jb ^Tone equal tothafof 
imv other naiiorii and whet* ioincd to tJ»r rtiTW 
Wlgngiag to the revolted prwiaa^ cnutk pro" 



^,1, ■ Br Sir ^rtncik DjmkTf «iuo ijtj. 
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The duke of Parma, whom Philip confuked 
on this occafion, was of the fame opinion as Idia- 
quez ; and added, That before the king could 
enter upon the Englilh expedition with a proba- 
bility of fuccefs, it was neceflfary to acquire pof- 
feffion of fome of the mod confiderable fea-ports 
in Zealand, for the accommodation of his fleet. 
I 
Kejeftedby Philip was not naturally either bold or rafh : 
J^iwi'P- yet he rcfufed to liftcn to riiefe prudent counfels. 
Blinded by the fplendid fucceis of his arms in the 
conqueft of Portugal, he thought it impc^ble 
that Elizabeth could withftand the powerful ar- 
mament which he intended to employ againft her. 
And if England were fubdued, the redudlion of 
his revolted fubjefts would quickly follow, as they 
would then be deprived of the only foreign aid, 
by which they had been hitherto enabled to perfift 
in their rebellion. Nor would the conqueft 
of the former, he thought^ be either fo tedi- 
ous or fo difficult as that of the latter ; becaufe 
England was every where an open country, and 
the Englifh, tnifting to their infular fituation, had 
neglected to provide any fortified towns to retard 
the progre(s of an enemy. A fingle battle by (ea, 
and another by land, would decide the conteft ; 
and as the fleet which he was preparing was 
greatly fuperior to any which Elizabeth could 
equip, fo he could not fuppofe that her 
land-forces, undifeiplined, and unaccuftomed to 
war, would be able to refift his veteran tro<^)6, 
which bad been long enkired to victory, and were 
conimanded by the ^eatefl: general and the 
braveft officers in the ^orld. 

stateofEv* He was uot igtv^rant how much reaibn the 

**"* other European powers had to be jealous of his de^ 

fign \ but he coiifidered, that happily they were 

at prefent either not indin^i, or npt in a capacity 

to 
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to prevent him from carrying it into execution. Book 
The emperor of Germany was his friend and ally. XXI. 
The attention of the northern potentates was ^^^~'' 
wholly engroiTed with the internal adminiftration '^ ^' 
of their dominions. And the French monarchy 
who was more deeply interefted than any other in 
oppofing him, could with difficulty fupport him. 
felf upon the throne againft his rebellious fubjefts. 

But there was nothing which contributed more 
to confirm him in his purpofe,than the approbation 
which it received from the pope ^ ; who, although it 
has been aflertol that no peribn entertained a higher 
admiration of the charadter of Elizabeth, confider^ 
her as the moft formidable enemy that the church 
had ever feen upon a throne. She had not indeed, 
on any occalton, treated her carbolic fubjefls with 
that inhuman cruelty, of whidi Philip had fet her 
an example* in his treatment of the proteftants ; 
but (he had ihewn herlelf intent on e3Ctirpatingthe 
catholic religion from every country in Europe, 
to which her power and bfluence could reach. 
For almoft thirty years (he had been the chief 
fupport of the proteftants in Germany, the Ne- 
therlands, and France. She had entirely abolifli- 
ed the popifli. faith in Scotland, as well as in her 
own dominions ; and not fatisfied with depriving 
the unfortimate Mary of her liberty, (he had 
lately after the farce of a folemn tnal, ordered 
that princefs to be condemned as a traitor^ and to 
ru(Fer death. This action, for which Elizabetii 
was (everely cenfured by proteftants as well as 
papifta, excited in the violent mind of the pon- 
tiff, Ae higheft d^ee of rage and indignati« 
on. With the(e pafuons his intereft concurred ; 
and the hope of feeing . England, which had 

formerly 
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Vyr"^ formerly been the moft precious jewd of the tri- 
J^^^ pie crown, brought back to its ancient obedience 
1587. to the Holy See. He approved highly therefore 
of Philip*s intended enterprizet esmorted him to 
perfevece in his deiGgni and gave him aflfurances 
that he would befriend him in the execution of it 
to the utmoft of his power. Next to an in(atiable 
third after dominioUi it had ever been Philip's 
principal ambition to be coniidered as the guar- 
dian of the church; and his vanity was not a little 
flattered nt this time with having the ibvtereiga 
pontifffor his affociate^ 

Artifice of He proceeded therefore with much alacrity in 
Ph"*«r ^ .^- completing his prcparatiqna ^^t although he re- 
bJih! '"'folved to (pare no cxpence or pains to fecure fpc- 
cefs ; yet, that he ipight find ElizabeUi unpre- 
pared, he concealed with can thp purpf>(e for 
which his armament was inteQfie4. A p^Lof bis 
fleet, heij^id, was. to coroperate with his knd*for* 
ces in tlie jredudion of tjQy?^d» ^P^ ^^ ^^ ^o be 
employ^, in the delfenpe pt his dominions in Avpto- 
rica. '\ 

EtiZABETH had too much penetration to be 
{6 eafily diqceived by the artifices of a prince, with 
whofe duplicity fhc was fo thoroughly acquainted ; 
arid in the fpring of tjie year 1587, (he ient Sir 
Francis Di:ake with a fleet to the coaft of Spain to 
interrupt his preparations. By this gallairt f^man, 
the Spauifh.5liii» of war which had been fetit to 
oppofe him were difperfcd, and near a hundred 
veflels filled V^th naval ftores and provifions, bc- 
fides two large galleons, were deflroyed in the 
trf €a 



harbour ttf Cadiz. Drike then fct ftil for the 
Azores, where he took a rich carrac in her way 
from the Eaflr Indies, and afterwards teturaed to 
England loaden with fpoils, having by this bold 
and fortunate adventure rendered it impoflible 

for 

c Bentivoglio* part ii. lib. iv. See a rerj different account 
ia Gregorio Lett's Life of Sixtus> lib. Tii. 
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for Philip to execute his entcrprizc againft Eng- Bo o it. 
land till the following year. J^^^ 

Notwithstanding thefe hoftilities, Philip p.u't^ffj;,. 
ftill affedted to defire that all the grounds of dif- goci.tionfoc 
ference between him and Elizabeth might be re- '"''*• 
moved, and gave orders to the duke of Parma to 
propofe a negociation for peace. It is not proba- 
ble that the (jueen was deceived by this, any 
more than by his former artifice. Sherefolved 
however to appear to be caught in the fnare: (he 
pretended to believe his declaration with regard 
to the deftinatfon of his fleet, and to liften to his 
propofal of negociating an agreement. She readily 
accepted of the mediation of the king of Den- 
mark; and that her conduct might have the 
greater appeairance of fincerity, (he urged the * 
States to fend ambafladors to Bourbourg, the place 
appointed for the conferences, and ordered her 
envoy to reprefent to them the expediency of 
putting a period to the war. 

The States were much alarmed with her pro- 
pofal, and fufpedted that, in order to avert the 
florm which threatened her, (he had refolved to 
facrifice the confederacy, and 10 deliver up to 
Philip the Dutch towns in her poflfeflion. She 
found it neceflary to remove their apprehenfions 
on this bead, by declaring, that as (he had not 
the remoteft thoughts of forfaking them, fo (he 
would never confent to any terms of peace incon- 
fiftent with their fecurity. 

She could not however perfuade them to fend 
ambafladors to the congrefs. ** They were deep- 
ly feniible, they informed her, of the weight of 
thofe confiderations which her ambaiTador had 
urged to induce them to think of peace. They 
lamented that fpirit of difcord which had feized 
on fome towns of the confederacy ,and they heard, 
with great anxiety, of thofe mighty fleets and 

armies 
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*YYi ^ ^^^^^ which the king of Spain was prepariog for 
J^^ their deftruftion. But their fituatioo^ though bod 
g in fome refpedb, was far from being defperate ; 
they were fttU in pofleffion of more than fixty 
towns and forts, each of which could make a vigo- 
rous refiftance againft the enemy. In the twoyears 
during which the earl of Leicdder had governed 
them, eight millions of guilders had been raifed 
for the public fervice, and under a prudent admi- 
niftration they would be able not only to con- 
tinue to aflford the fame expence, but even to 
augment it. But akhougd their fituation were in 
reality as ill as fome had reprefented, it could not 
ferve any good purpofe to treat of peace with the 
king of Spain, who was unalterably determined 
never to grant them peace on fuch conditions as 
either their intcreft or their confciences would per- 
mit them to accept. And from paft experience 
they were perfuaded, that their fending ambafla- 
dors to the congrefs would be attended with the 
mod pernicious confequences. It would create 
in many perfons fuch defpair with regard to the 
(lability of the prefent government, as would de- 
termine fome to change their religion, and others 
to leave the Netherlands. It would raife the fpirits 
of the catholics, and induce both them and the 
proteftants to withhold their (hare of the public 
cxpenccsj the former, from the view of forward- 
ing the peace, and the latter, from that of retiring 
into foreign parts. Thus, both the fleet and the 
army being ill paid, would become refradtory, 
the commanders of towns and (hips would provide 
for their future fecurity, by entering into (ccret 
practices with the enemy ; and in the midft of 
that fedition, confufion, and treachery that would 
enfue, it would not be in the power of the Sutes^ 
or of the queen, to prevent the people from ac* 
cepting whatever terms of peace the king of 
Spain (hould think fit to impofe. 

Ik 
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In thcfc rcafons Elizabeth found it neccflary to Book 
accjuiefcc; but Ihe perfifted in the rcfolution ^^\ 
which (he had formed with r^rd to her own ^TcsT' 
conduct, and ordered her ambafladors to repair 
to Bourbourg. In the conferences held there, vari- 
ous terms of accommodation were propofed, with 
no fmcerity on the part of Spain, and with little 
hope of fuccefs on the part of England. The 
Spanifli miniilers ftill continued to aflure thofe of 
England that no invafion of that kingdom was 
intended ; and, confidering how long this congrefs 
fubfifted (for it was not diflblved till the arrival 
of the Spanifli fleet in the channel), it ftiould feera 
that their afleverations were not wholly difregard- 
ed by Elizabeth **. 

This artifice however did not prevent her from Er»Mbeth'i 
putting her kingdom into a pofture of defence. P''?*"^***" 
An army was raifed amounting to eighty thoufand 
men, twenty thoufand of whom were ftatloned 
on the fouth coaft of the ifland, twenty-two thou- 
fand foot and a thoufand horfe were pofted at 
Tilbury, in Eflex, under the earl of Leicefter, 
and the remainder, commanded by lord Hunf- 
down, were kept near the queen's perfon, in rea- 
dinefs to march againft the enemy wherefoever 
they fliould attempt to land. Elizabeth did not 
truft implicitly at this junfturc cither to her own 
judgment, or that of her counfcUors of (late ; 
lord Gray of Wilton, fir Francis KnoUes, Sir John 
Norris, fir Richard Bingham, and fir Roger Wil- 
liams, ofl5cers of diftinguiflied reputation, were ap- 
pointed to confider of the meafures proper to be 
purfued ; and by their advice, all the fea-ports 
which lay moft conveniently for a defcent were 
fortified ; the militia was raifed, their arms and 
manner of fighting afcertained, and a refolutioh 
formed that if, notwithftanding the precautions 
taken, it (hould be found impofiible to prevent 
the enemy from landing, all the country round 

fliould 
^ Meteran, lib. ziv. p. 4S9. BentWoi^io, j^n u. lib. ir. 
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Book (hould be laid waftet and a general engagement 
^^'- avoided till the feveral armies were combined. 



1588. While thefe prudent meafurea were purfued 
at land, Elizabeth exerted herielf ftrenuoufly in 
the equipment of her fleet. When (he began her 
preparations, it did not amount to more than 
thirty (hips, and none of thele were nearly equal 
in fize to thofe of the enemy. But this di fad van- 
tage was in fome meafure compensated by the 
(kill and dexterity of the Englifli Tailors ; and the 
number of her (hips was (bon augmented throu^ 
the alacrity and zeal which her fubjedts displayed 
in her defence. By her wi(e admini(tration (ne had 
acquired their eftecm and confideirce. The ani- 
mofity againft her perfon and government, which 
the differences in religion had excited in the minds 
of fome, was at prefent fwallowed up in that uni- 
verfal abhorrence which the catholics as well as the 
proteftants entertained of the tyranny of Spain. 
Great pains were taken to keep alive and heigh- 
ten that abhorrence. Accounts were fpread of 
the horrid barbarities which the Spaniards had 
perpetrated in the Netherlands and America: 
defcriptions were dravyn, in the blackeft colours, 
of the inhuman cruellies of the inquifition^ and 
piiflures were difperfed of the various inftrumcnts 
of torture employed by the inquifitors, of which, 
it was (aid, there was abundant (lore on board 
the Spanifli fleet. Thefe, and fuch other confi- 
deratio s, made a (Irong impreflion not upon 
Elizabtth's proteftant fubjeds only, but like- 
wife upon the catholics * ; who, although the 
pope had publilhed a bull of excommunication 
againft her, yet refolved not to yield to the pro- 
teftants either in loyalty to their fovereign, or in 
zeal for the independency of the ftate. The whole 
kingdom was of one mind and fpirit : fome ca* 

tholics 

« Meteren, lib. zn 
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tholics entered into the army as volunteers, and ®yJ\* 
others joined with the proteftants in equipping ^^:^ 
armed veflels. Every maritime town fitted out j^gg. 
one or more. The citizens of London furnifhcd 
thirty, although only fifteen were required of 
them ; and between forty and fifty were equipped 
by the nobility and gentry throughout the king- 
dom. But all thefe Ihips were cJ fmall fize, in 
comparifon of thofc which compofed the Spanifh 
fleet ; and there was (till much ground for the 
mdt anxious apprehenfions with regard to the final 
iffuc of the war. 

No perfon felt greater anxiety on this occafion 
than Elizabeth ; the principal objeft of whofe 
prudent politics for thirty years, had been to 
avoid the critical fituation to which (he was now 
reduced. She did not, however, fufFer any fymp- 
tomsof uneafmefs to appear, but wore at all times 
a placid and animated countenance, and in her 
whole behaviour difplayed an undaunted fpirit, 
which commanded admiration and applaufe. 

The States of Holland, in the mean time, were Pr<p«riti. 
not inattentive to the approaching danger, nor^a^SfthT' 
did they think themfelves lefs interefted to provide i>««h. 
againft it, than if Philip had intended to begin his 
operations with an attack upon the Netherlands. 
From their fears of an ihimediate attack, they 
were delivered by intelligence of the enormous fize 
of the Spani(h (hips, to which the coafts of Hol- 
land and Zealand were inacce(rible. They turn- 
ed their principal attention therefore to the aflift- 
ance of their ally : and kept their fleet, confifting 
of more than eighty (hips, ready for adtion. At 
Elizabeth's de(ire, they fent thirty of that num- 
ber to cruize between Calais and Dover ; and, af- 
terwards, when the duke of Parma's defign of 
tranfporting his army to England was cercainly 
known, they ordered Juftin de Naifau, admiral 
of Zealand, to join lord Seymour, one of the 
Vol. IL K k Englifli 
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B^ = * ihoLild \K liid wiftt, and rt general enizacemMii 
. ^A''. avoided till Lh^ rtv.ral .rmir= wert Com^„^T 




W"'^'^ theft prudent meafufcs wct^ ourftied 
at land, Elr;tibcth exrrrrd herfelf ftrenyStrfTv in 
the tqtiipment of her flwt. When fhe brean hS 
pr^:par4tions, it diU not amount la j^orc than 
thiriy ihip, ntid nunc of ihde vvtre n<;arJy cqu*I 
irt fizc to ihoic of the enemy. But ibis difadvan- 
lage waa in fume iT>earur£r compenfmed b^- the 
fk,;i flnd deicterjry of the Englifti fSiIors ^ qnd tbc 
Tiiimberof hrr nnpa w^E foon au^mcnttd throUffh 
the ak™ ,nd 7^1 ^hich her fubje^fts diiblay^ 
in htr defence. B> her w^fc fldmlmft ration ffic h^ 
ncqiured tbt-r eft f cm nr>d confidence. Tht ™ 
mnlitY.Ri.tnfl ]i.r perton and K^v.^iDm^nt, which 
the dift^itn«5 in rdigion had cydt^rd in the minds 
tifhw, was atprHrni fwalbweU ;ip in thit un^ 
vtrtjil ithliorrencc which ihtcavholics as well LTrL 
pfoteflant. .cit^rt.incd ^f the tyranny of S™^ 
C«a. p.Ln.vv.re take, ro keep alivt^and hSthl 
teti hit ;ibhorrencc. Accounts wrrc (DTteS ^f 
(he hMHtJ MrtwTMitB which the SpamardThid 
ptrpefr^jcd in the Ne:herknd. and Amer^ 

pia«r.. .vtrc dilp..lcd of the varic^us inilrarJL^ 
of ronure emcloyed by the inquifitors of .^^ 
It was (hid, there was abundant ftorc on bJ^rJ 
the SpaniOi fleet. Thefe, and fuch other ^f^ 
derat|o^s made a ftrong impreffion not u± 
El.zabtth's proteftant fubjeas only, but ^ita^ 
wife upon the catholics'; who, altho^^ch Si 
pope had publilhed a bull of excom^^?^ ^ 
againft hef yet refolved Lftoy^rrr^"^ 
teftanis either in loyalty to their foverJ^« ^^ 
.eal for the indepen'den'cy of the ft^r^TleVrie 
kmgdom was of one mind and fpirit : fome ^! 

tholics 
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^YY "^ Englifti admirals, with five and thirty (hips, to 
, block up thofe fea-ports in Flanders where the 



iS88. 



duke intended to embark ^. 



The principal Englifti fleet was ftationed at 
Plymouth, and the chief command of it was given 
to Charles lord Howard of Effingham, who had 
under him as vice-admirals, Sir Francis Drake, 
Hawkins, and Frobiflier, three of the moft expert 
and braved feamen in the world. 

Arafr "** In the beginning of May 1588, Philip's prepara- 
tions, which had fo long kept all Europe in amaze- 
ment and fufpenfe, were brought to a conclufion. 
That Armada, to which the Spaniards, in the confi- 
dence of fuccefs, gave the name of Invincible, con- 
fided of one hundred and fifty (hips, mod of which 
were greatly fuperior in drength and fize to any 
that had been feen before. It had on board near 
twenty thoufand foldiers, and eight thoufand fail- 
ors, befides two thoufand volunteers of the moft 
didinguifhed families in Spain. It carried two thou- 
fand fix hundred and fifty great guns, was vidtu- 
ailed for half a year, and contained fuch a quanti- 
ty of military dores, as only the Spanidi monarch, 
enriched by the treafures of the Indies and Ameri- 
ca, could fupply. 

Duke of Philip's preparations in the Netherlands were 
Jimion.r""^^ lefs advanced than thofe in Spain. Befides a 
flourifhing arrhy of thirty thoufand foot and four 
thoufand horfe, which the duke of Parma had af- 
fembled in the neighbourhood of Nieuport and 
Dunkirk ; thataftive general had, with incredible 
labour, provided a great number of flat-bottomed 
veffels, fit for transporting both horfe and foot, 
and had brought failors to navigate them from the 
towns in the Baltic. Mod of thefe veffels had been 
built at Antwerp, and as he durd not venture to 

bring 
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bring them from thence by fea to Nieuport, left Book 
they (hould have been intercepted by the Dutch, ^J^^^J;^ 
he was obliged to fend them along the Scheld to j^gs. 
Ghent, from Ghent to Bruges, by the canal which 
joins thefe towns, and from Bruges to Nieuport, 
by a new canal which he dug on the prefent occa- 
fion. This laborious undertaking, in which fe- 
veral thoufand workmen had been employed, was 
already finifhed, and the duke now waited for the 
arrival of the Spanifh fleet ; hoping, that as foon 
as it (hould approach, the Dutch and Engliih (hips 
that cruifed upon the coaft, would retire into their 
harbours. 

The Armada would have left Lifbon in the be- ^^nllh^Vi* 
ginning of May, but the marquis de Santa Croce, nSrd. 
who had been appointed admiral, was, at the very 
time fixed for its departure, feized with a violent 
fever, of which he died in a few days ; and, by 
a fingular fatality, the duke de Paliano, the vice- 
admiral, died likewife at the fame time. Santa 
Croce being reckoned the firft naval officer in Spain, 
Philip had much reafon to lament his death, and 
it (hould fecm that he found -it extremely difficult ' 
to fill his place, (ince he named for his fucceilbr 
the duke de Medina^-Sidonia, a nobleman of con- 
fiderable reputation, but entirely unacquainted with 
maritime affairs. This defedt in the commander 
in chief, Philip fupplied in fome meafure, by giv- 
ing him Martinez de Recaldo, a feaman of great 
experience, for his vice-admiral. 

In thefe arrangements fo much time was loft, J^^J^,f/J?J*f 
that the fleet could not leave Lifbon till the 29th of fromuiboa. 
May. It had not advanced far in its voyage to 
Corunna, at which place it was to receive feme 
troops and ftores, when it was overtaken by a vio- 
lent ftorm and difperfed. All the (hips however 
reached Corunna, though confidcrably damaged, 
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Book except four ^ They were repaired with the ut- 

^^'- moft diligence, the king fending meflengers eve- 

ic88. ^ ^^y ^^ haften their departure ; yet feveral weeks 

pafled before they could be put in a condition to 

refume the voyage. 

In the mean time a report was brought to Eng- 
land} that the Armada had fuffered fo much by 
the ftorm, as to be unfit for proceeding in the in- 
tended enterprize ; and {o well attefted did this 
intelligence appear to queen Elizabeth, that» at 
her defire, fecretary Walfingham wrote to the 
Englifli admiral, requiring him to lay up four of 
his largeft (hips, and todifcharge the Teamen. Lord 
Howard was happily lefs credulous on this occafion 
than either Elizabeth or Walfinghami and defired 
that he might be allowed to retain thefe (hips in 
the fervice, even though it (hould be at his own 
expence, till more certain information were receiv- 
ed. In order to procure it, he fet fail with a briik 
north wind for Corunna, intending, in cafe he 
fliouid find the A rmada fo much dibbled as had 
been reported, to attempt to complete its deftruc- 
tion. On the coaft of Spain he received intelli- 
gence of the truth : at the fame time the wind 
having changed from north to fouth, he began to 
dread that the Spaniards might have (ailed for 
England, and therefore he returned without delay 
to his former ftation at Plymouth. 

fhc 'wLa ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ arrival, he was informed that the 
in^hcdlan- Armada was in fight. He immediately weighed 
■**• anchor, and failed out of the harbour, ftill un- 

certain of the courfe which the enemy intended to 
juij 3oih. purlue. On the next day he perceived them fleer- 
ing directly towards him, drawn up in the form 

of 

^ la three of thefe. tlie gtflley-flayes* confiding of EogliA» 
French, and Turks, uking advantage of the confufion occ*- 
fioned by the ftorm, overponrered the Spaniards, and carried 
the ihips into a harbour on the coaft of Bayonne. Metereo, 
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of a creibent, which extended fcven miles from Book 
one extiemity to another. It was for fome ^'"I^^J^j^ 
believed that Plymouth was the place of their ^"^TcSfiT^ 
deftination ; and it was the opinion of many per- 
Tons in that age, that their enterprize would have 
been more fuccefsful than it proved, bad they 
landed there, and not proceeded up the channel. 
By doing this, it was fuppofed, they would have 
drawn Elizabeth's whole force to the (buth-weil 
coaft of the ifland, and have rendered it eafier for 
the duke of Parma to tranfport his troops. But in 
this expectation it is probable they would have 
been extremely di(appointed, as the Dutch fleet 
alone would have been able to block up the fea- 
ports in Flanders ; the £nglt(h fleet might have 
deftroyed the Armada had it once entered Ply* 
mouth harbour, and Elizabeth's land forces would 
have been an over-match for all the Spanifli troops 
which the Armada had on board. But if the duke Pita ^f ope- 
dc Medina ever intended to make a dcfcentatPly- 2^^°^^/'*" 
mouth, he foon changed his defign, and adhered Philip. 
dofely afterwards to the execution of a plan pre* 
(cribed to him by the court of Spain. This was 
to fteer quite through the channel till he fhould 
reach the coaft of Flanders, and after driving away 
the Dutch and Englifh fhips, by which the har- 
bours of Nieuport and Dunkirk were befieged, to 
dtort the duke of Parma's army to England, and 
to land diere the forces that were on board the 
fleet, in compliance with thefe inftrudions, he 
preceded in his courfe, witliout turning afide to 
the Englifh, who were drawn up along the coaft, 
and ready to receive him. 

Lord Howard, confidering that the Spaniards J™^^f^^ 
wouU probably be much fuperior to him in clofe (ba of ior4 
fight, by reafon of the fize ot their fhips, and the **^*"**- 
number of their troops, wifely refolved to content 
himfelf with haraffing them in their voyage, and 
with watching attentively all the advantages which 

might 
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^xxi ^ ^^^^ ^ derived from ftorras, crofs winds,and fuch 
y j^ %_, J'ke fortuitous accidents. It was not long before he 
1 588, difcerned a favourable opportunity of attacking the 
vice-admiral Recaldo. This he did in perfon ; and 
on that occafion difplayed fo much dextemy in 
working his (hip, and in loading and firing his 
guns, as greatly alarmed the Spaniards for the fate 
of the vice-admiral. From that time they kept 
much clofer to one another} notwithftanding 
which, the Englifli on the fame day attacked one 
of the largeft galcafles. Other Spanilh fliips came 
\}p in time to her relief, but in their hurry, one 
of the^ncipal galleons, which had a great part of 
the tircafure on board, ran foul of another fhip, 
and had one of her mafts broken. In confequence 
of this misfortune fhe fell behind, and was taken 
by fir Francis Drake ; who, on the fame day, 
took another capital (hip, which had been accident 
tally fet on fire. 

Xt^l „S=/"*L other rencounters happened, and in 
iiihuiiori. all of them the Engli(h proved vidtorious, through 
the great advantage which they derived from the 
hghtnefs of their (hips, and the dexterity of the 
faUors, The Spaniards in that age did not fuffici- 
ently underftand nautical mechanics, to be able to 
avail themfelves of the unufual magnitude of their 
(hips. The Englilh failed round them, approach- 
ed or retired with a velocity that filled them with 
arnazement, and did infinitely greater execution 
with their cannon ; for while every (hot of theirs 
proved effedtual, their (hips fuffered very little da- 
mage from the enemy, whofc guns were planted 
too high, and generally fpent their force in air. 

P?p^fi.T,f "^"^ Spaniards however ftill continued to ad- 
tauu. vance till they came oppofite to Calais : there the 
duke de Medina having ordered them to caft an- 
chor, he fent information to the duke of Parma of 

hi? 



Digitized by 



Google 




PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN. 

his arrival, and intreated him to hailen the em- 
barkation of his forces. Farncfe fet out immedi- 
ately from Bruges, where the meflcnger found him, 
for Nieuport, and he began to put his troops on 
board. But at the fame time he informed Medina, 
that, agreeably to the king's inftruftions, the vef- 
fek which he had prepared, were proper only for 
tranfporting the troops, but were utterly unfit for 
fighting ; and for this reafon, till the Armada were 
brought dill nearer, and the coaft cleared of the 
Dutch (hips which had blocked up the harbours of 
Nieuport and Dunkirk, he could not ftir from his 
prefent ftation, without expofmg his army t) cer- 
tain ruin, the confequence of which would proba- 
bly be the entire lofs of the Netherlands. 

In compliance with this requeft, the Armada was u thrown 
ordered to advance, and it had arrived within fight *^„*y^^"^" 
of Dunkirk, between the Englifh fleet on the one Enguih fire- 
hand, and the Dutch on the other, when a fudden ^'p*- 
calm put a (lop to all its motions. In this fituation 
the three fleets remained for one whole day. 
About the middle of the night a breeze fprung up, Auguft 7th. 
and lord Howard had recourfe to an expedient 
which had been happily devifed on the day before. 
Having filled eight (hips with pitch, fulphur, and 
other combuftible materials, he fet fire to them 
and fent them before the wind againft the diffe- 
rent divifions of the Spani(h fleet. 

When the Spaniards beheld thefe fl>ips in flames 
approaching towards them, it brought to their re- 
membrance the havock which had been made by the 
fireihips employed againft the duke of Parma's 
bridge at the fiege of Antwerp. The darknefs of 
the night increafed the terror with which their ima- 
ginations were overwhelmed, and the panic flew 
from one end of the fleet to the other. Kach crew, 
anxious only for their own prcfervation, thought 

of 
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of nothing but how to efcape from the preiedt 

_^ ^danger. Some of them took time to weigh their 

158a. Cinchors, but others cut their caMes, and fuficred 
their (hips to drive with blind precipitation^ with- 
out confidcring whether they did not thereby cx- 
pofe themfelves to a greater danger than that which 
they were fo folicitous to avoid. In this confufi- 
on the (hips ran foul of one another : the (hock 
was dreadful, and feveral of them received fo much 
damage as to be rendered unfit for future ufe. 

fw^en^e Whbn day-light Returned, lord Howard had 
twofleeu. the fatisfadtion to perceive that his (tratagem had 
fully produced the defired eflfedt. The enemy 
were (till in extreme diibrder, and their (hips wide- 
ly feparated and difperfed. His fleet had lately 
received a great augmentation by the (hips fitted 
out by the nobility and gentry, and by thofe under 
lord Seymour, who had left Juftin dc Nailauas 
alone fufHcient to guard the coaft of Flanders. Be- 
ing bravely fcconded by Sir Francis Drake, and 
all the other ofHcers, he made hafte to improve 
the advantage which was now prefented to him, 
and attacked the enemy in different quarters at the 
fame time with the utmoft impetuofity and ardour. 
Augaft 8th. The engagement began at tour in the morning^ 
and lafted till fix at night. The Spaniards diffday* 
ed in eyery rencounter the moft intrepid bravery ; 
but, from the caufes already mentioned, they did 
very little execution againft the £ngli(h, while ma- 
ny of their own (hips were greatly damaged, and 
ten of the largeft were either run aground, or 
funk, or compelled to furrender. 

u?J^^ b"^" "^^^ principal galeafs, commanded by Moncada, 

ph^spun-^ having Mauriquez the infpeftorrgeneral on board, 

^** with three hundred galley-flaves and fbur hundred 

foldters, was driven afhore near Calais. She was 

quickly fplk>wed by fome En^liih pinnaoe8> and 
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Digitized by 



Google 




PHILIPttKING OF SPAIN. 

thefe were fupported by the admirars long boar, in 
which he had fent a body of feleft foldiers to their 
aififtance. Moncada himfelf, and almoft all the ^'^^^ 
Spaniards, were either killed or drowned in at- 
temptiDg to reach the Ihore. The rowers were fet 
at liberty. About fifty thouiand ducats were found 
on board. Mauriquez efcaped, and was the firft 
w ho carried the news pf the difafter of the fleet to 
Spain. 

One of the capital (hips having been long bat* 
tered by an Englifti captain of the name of CroC% 
was funk in the time of the engagement. A few 
only of the crew were faved, who related, that one 
of the officers on board having propofed to furren- 
der, he was killed by another who was enraged at 
his propdhA ; that this other was killed by tl^ bro- 
ther of the firft; and that it was in the midft of 
this bloody icene, which paints the ferocious cha- 
rafter of the Spaniards, that the (hip had gone to 
the bottom ». 

The fate of two other of the Spaniih galleons is 
particularly mentioned by the cotemporary hifto- 
rians. One of them was called the St Philip^ and 
the other the St. Matthew, which had on boardt 
befides feveral other nobility, two general officers, 
Don Fiancis Toledo, of the family of Orgas« and 
Don Diego Pimentel, brother to the marquis of 
Tomnarez. After an obftinate en^gement, in 
which the admiral's (hip fought dong with 
them, they were obliged to run a(hore on the 
coaft of Flanders, where they were taken by the 
Dutch, Toledo was drowned, and Pimentel, and 
all the reft who furvived, were made prifoners. 

The duke de Medina was much dejedled atjjj^lji^jjr 
thefe misfortunes, and ftill more when he re-i^noffao. 
fledged on the fuperior (kill of the enemy. For«^ 

it 
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it is well attefted, that in all the engagements 
which had pafled (ince the firft appearance of the 
Armada in the channel, the Engli(h had loft only 
one fmall (hip, and about a hundred men. Ani- 
mated by their paft fuccefe with fanguine hopes of 
final vidtory, they were now more formidable than 
ever. Medina dreaded, from a continuance of the 
combat, the entire deft rudt ion of his fleet. He 
could not without the greatcft danger remain any 
longer in his prefent fuuation, and much lefs could 
he venture to approach any nearer to the coaft of 
Flanders. 

Caufe of hit It now appeared how great an error Philip had 
* ^^^' committed, in neglefting to fecure fome commo- 
dious harbours in Zealand. He had from the firft 
fuppofed that the enemy's ftiips would fly to their 
refpedive ports, as foon as his ftupendous Armada 
(hould appear. But this Armada had been made 
unfit for the purpofe for which it was defigned, 
by means of that enormous expence which be bc- 
ftowed in order to render it invincible. In con- 
ftruding it, no attention had been given to the 
nature of thofe narrow feas in which it was to be 
employed ; and the confequence of this important 
error was, that even if the Englifli fleet had been 
unable to contend with the Spaniards in the deep- 
er parts of the channel, yet they would have pre- 
vented them from landing ; and the Dutch fleet 
lying in fhallow water, to which the Galleons durft 
not approach, would ftill have kept their ftation, 
and have rendered it impoflible for the Spanifti fleet 
and army to a£t in concert. 

He refoivet This the dukc of Medina at length perceived, 

spi'r™ ^** and he did not hefitate in refolving to abandon the 

further profecution of his enterprife. The only 

fubjeft of his deliberation now was, how he might, 

with 
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with the leaft difficulty and danger, get back to 
Spain. Had he been ever fo much inclined to re- 
turn through the channel, in which he muft have 
been continually haraffed by the enemy, yet the 
wind, which blew ftrong from the fouth, would 
have prevented him. He therefore refolved to 
fail Dorthwardsi and to make the circuit of the 
Britilh ifles. 

This refolution was no (boner underftood by the 
Englifh admiral, than having difpatched lord Sey- 
mour with a part of the fleet, to join the Dutch 
in watching the motions of the duke of Parma, he 
let fail himfelf with the greater part of it, in pur- 
fuit of the Spaniards. He followed clofe in their 
rear for three days ; without attacking them. This 
he declined from the apprehenfion of his not hav- 
ing a fufficient quantity of gun-powder, with 
which he had been ill fupplied by the public of- 
fices. Had he not- been deterred from renewing 
his attack by this provoking circumftance, he 
might have forced the Spaniards to an engagement 
off Flamborough-head ; and it is afferted by a 
refpedlable cotemporary hiftorian \ that fo great 
was the diftrefs of the Spanifh fleet, and fuch the 
admiral's dread of the long and dangerous voyage 
before him, that he would have furrendered with- 
out refiftance, in cafe he had been attacked. But 
he was faved from the difgrace in which this ac* 
tion would have involved his name, through the 
neceflity under which the Englifli admiral found 
himfelf of returning to England, to fupply the 
deficiency of his ftores. 

Lord Howard had reafon to be incenfed againft DiraHen 
thofe, by whofe negligence he was thus difabled ^^e ^^^*. 
from completing the glory which his gallant con- 
du6k had procured him. In the iflije, however, 

it 
b Grotius. 
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it would have been unfortunate, if he bad delayed 
his return. The two fleets failing in oppofite di- 
^^3^ redlions, were not far diftant from each other, 
when a dreadful ftorm arofe. The Englilh reach- 
ed home, though not without difficulty, yet with- 
out fuftaining any confiderable lofs. But the Spa- 
niards were expofed to the ftorm in all its rag^ 
and became no lefs objects of pity to their enemies, 
than they had lately been of dread ^nd terror Hav- 
ing hitherto kept near each other, left the Englifh 
fliould have renewed the attack, this circumftance 
proved the firft caufe of their difafters. The (hips 
were driven violently againft each other, and there- 
by many of them were rendered an eafy prey to 
the fury of the waves. At length they were dif- 
perfed. In order to enable them to ride out tte 
ftorm, the horfes, mules, and baggage were 
thrown over-board. This precaution was of ad- 
vantage only to fuch of the ftiips as were ftrongcr, 
or more fortunate than the reft. Some of them 
were dafhed to pieces on the rocks of Norway, or 
funk in the middle of the ocean. Others were 
thrown upon the coafts of Scotland, and the 
Weftern Ifles. And more than thirty were driven 
by another ftorm, which overtook them from the 
weft, on different parts of the coafts of Ireland. 
Of thefe, fome afterwards reached home in the 
moft ftiattered condition, under the vice-admiral 
Ricaldo; others were fliipwrecked among the 
rocks and (hallows; and of thofe whidi reached 
the ftiore, the crews were barbaroufly murderoi ; 
from an apprehenfion, it was pretended, that in 
a country where there were fo many difafte6ted 
catholics, it would have been dangerous to (hew 
mercy to fo ^reat a number of the enemy. The 
duke de Medina having kept out in the open fea% 
efcaped (hipwreck^ and arrived at Saint Andero in 
Bifcay about the end of September. 

The 
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The calamities of the Spaniards did not end Book 
with their arrival in Spain. Two of the galleons X^^- 
which had withftood the ftorm, were accidentally ^^JTTJ^ 
let on fire, and confumcd to afhes in the harbour. * 
Great numbers, efpecially of the nobility and gen- 
try, accuftomed to a life of eafe and pleafure, had 
ilied at fea; and many more died afterwards of 
difeafes occafioned by the hardftiips they had un- 
dergone. 

Very difierent accounts are given by different 
hidorians, of the total lofs fuftained. Some aifert 
that it amounted to thirty-two (hips, and ten thou- 
land men ; but others without pretending to afccr* 
tain the number of men, which could not, they 
lay, be lefs than fifteen thouiand, affirm that more 
than eighty (hips were taken,* deftroyed, or loft *, 
This dreadful calamity was fenfibly felt all over 
Spain, and there was fcarcely a (ingle family of 
rank in the kingdom that did not go into mourn- 
ing for the death of fome near relation ; infomuch 
that Philip dreading the effect which this univerfal 
face of forrow might produce upon the minds of 
the people, imitated the cotidu^ of the Roman 
ilnate, and publiflied an edidt to abridge the time 
of public mourning K 

While the people of Spain were thus over- R«joieiiig« 
whelmed with afflidlion, there was nodiing to bel^^H^JjI^ 
htard in England and the united provinces but the 
voice of feftivity and joy. In Holland medals 
vv ere ftruck in conunemorauon of the happy event; 

and 

> As the prefident de Thou, who lived at the time of this 
incmorable event, pretends not to determine to whkh of thefe 
r ciaiions the greateft regard is due, it would be in vain at 
mis time to attempt to decide betwixt them. 

^ MetertOylib. ziv. Grotii Hiftoria, lib. i. CampanaDe- 
^d. vii. lib, L Fcrreras and Thuanus. 
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and in both countrie5,days of folemn thankigiving to 
Heaven were appointed for their deliverance. Eli- 
zabeth went for this purpofe to St. Paul's cathe* 
dral, feated in a triumphal chariot, and furrounded 
with her minifters and nobles, amidft a great num- 
ber of flags and colours which had been taken from 
the enemy ; while the citizens were rang^ in 
arms on each fide of the ftreets through which (he 
pafled. Nor did the deftrudtion of the Armada give 
joy only to the Engli(h and Dutch. All Europe 
had trembled at the thoughts of its fuccefs. For 
although it can hardly be fuppofed that Philip was 
fo romantic as to flatter himfelf with the hopes of 
attaining univerfal monarchy, yet it is not to be 
imagined that he afpired only at the conqueft of 
England and Holland. He had before this time 
formed the plan, which he afterwards purfued, of 
fubduing France. Nor can it be believed that any 
thing lefs would have fatisfied. his ambition, than 
the fubjeftion of every proteftant date in Europe, 
and the utter extirpation of the reformed religion. 

Phiiip'iimte. His ambition was, on this occafion, fcverely 
^h^^onr. mortified. But as "he poflefled in a high degree 
the art of concealing his emotions, he received in- 
telligence of thedifafter that had befallen him, 
with an appearance of magnanimity and rcfig- 
nationtothe will of Heaven, which, Jf it was not 
afFedted, deferved the higheft praife.. He returned 
thanks to God, that the calamity was not greater. 
He iffiicd orders to have the utmoft care t^en of 
the fick and wounded who had furvived the ge- 
neral catailrophe. And inflead of forbidding the 
duke de Medina Sidonia to come to court, as 
is alleged by fome hiftorians, he wrote to him in 
the moil obliging terms, exprefTmg his gratitude 
for the zeal which he had difcovered in his fer- 
vice ; and obierving, that no man could anfwer 

for 
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for ihe fuccds nf on enierpri/r^ whitli, Eikc that 
whtTi:m the duke had been engaged ^.depended 
oa the wjnds and waves L ^ 

Fht lip's bchavimrr towards tli^ duke of Parma 
on this difificvdt occafion, contained the fame d^f- 
pby of juftitc thai appeared in hfs Itrtrr lo Mailta 
Sidonm. Not wuhibn ding thp many pnrmfB which 
Vamcfe had exhibited in the fight of ali Europe, of 
indefutigible vigour and aftivft>',as wcJJ as of heroic 
vaJcinr, yet i!ic faifure (^f thf expediilon u^iijift 
Er^gland was by fame afcribed to h^s ]>egfigtncc 
in making the neiZL-fTary prcpar^itonsj and byothfr*^ 
to his CTttfflJvc L:fii][i[}n or timidity. But Phiifp 
rcfgled la Mftcri to thcfe groundfefe cafiimiiicfi. tip 
ftill coniinutd to rcpok in the duke bis won t{?d 
tonfidcnce ; and teQificd towarde iiim all ihat Jit- 
tachment and efteem which hia ojnditft in the Nc- 
tbtrbndti had dclefvcd Thp truih ia, that^s iher 
prijitipal error in condinfling the efpedition had 
Wi commUccd, by ncgle^ing the duke cfPir^ 
"^Vs advi<;e^ (b tiu pcrfun was more deeply JutercH- 
cd in irsfucteft ; ^nce, if the Armada had opened 
a pflflflge for his troops, the whole diiriftron of ihc 
tittrptirt wou[d havfi belongftJ to him, and die 
^oblcft opportunity, lo which hii ambition could 
afpire, have been ^ivfii ot excriing theft ilJiiHri- 
ouij military talems which have acquired him fgch 
™t^ngn;ftu:d rtaowfl, 

Tui dnke had the greater rcafbn to cnterwin 
tnc hopes of via^ry, iri cafe his army coufd have 
bftn tranrpoTtcd to Enelatid, as tlizabccb had, 
•>t)m her pjftialitv Tor ihe carl of Leiqefter, be- 
Jb*ed the chict cnmmftud of her land Wee on 
utix nobleman, who wae fo litrid entitled, cither by 
"^'^Me or bis abilitiea, tp lb great a ima. Her 
aum fortune, or more pmperly the kind pro- 
vidence 
' Fcfmu, part iw. ^imi** Jib^ r. 
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Booc videnccof Heaven, fo confpicuoufly exercifed in 
^^ her behalf, faved her from the confequenccs with 
**J^8a! which this unjuftifiableftep might have been at- 
tended. It was perhaps the only imprudent mea- 
fure of which, at this difficult crifis, (he can be 
juflly accufed ; and (he fully atoned for it by the 
wifdom, vigour, and fortitude which (he diiplay- 
ed in every other part of her condudt. 



PART U. 

KV^ P L I Z AB E T H's fituation now was extremely 
JOj different from what it had ever been fincc her 
acceflion to the throne. Having been delivered 
fome time before the pre(ent period from the qoeen 
x>f Scots, who had long been a principal caufe of 
her inquietude ; (he had found the art of appea(ing 
the re(entment, and even of conciliating the fa- 
vour, of the (on of that unfortunate princefs. She 
had united her catholic and proteftant fubjeds in 
her defence, and had triumphed over her implaca* 
ble enemy the king of Spain. She had not the 
fame reafon as formerly to dread the power of that 
monarch, which he had exerted in vain for her 
deftruAion, and (he had very little reafon to ap- 
prehend that he would foon renew his attempt to 
invade her dominions- To prevent this, by fur- 
niihing him with employment elfewhere, had been 
long her princUml motive for taking fuch deep con- 
cern in the affairs of the Netherlands. This mo- 
tive did not fubfift in the fame degree of force 
as formerly, yet ihe refolved to »iherc faith^ 
fully to her engagements with die States, and 
Lordwa- ftill to affift and fupport them. After Lci- 
loinhbjr. ^.gftgr's rcfignation, (he had conferred the com- 
mand of her troops in the Netherlands upon 
k)rd Willoughby, fubjedting this nobleman^ how- 
ever. 
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however to the authority of the ftatcs, and Icavng ^ o « k 

the command in chief to prince Maurice, to whom ^^}\ 

the States themfelves had lately committed it ^TsSs!* 

It was not gratitude alone, or a refpeft for thepriiMseMiu- 
memory of the late prince of Orange, that deter- ""• 
mined the confederated provinces to repofe lb great 
atntftat this perilous conjunfture in his fon, who 
was at this time only in the twenty-firft year of his 
age. N4aurice had, from his earlieft youth, given 
proof of fupcrior priidr^nce and capacity ; and hit 
condud afterwards fulfilled the mod fanguinc cx- 
pedations of his countrymen, with much lefs mo* 
deratbn and felf-command, and lefs too of the an 
of governing the minds of men, which William 
poiFefled in fo eminent a degree, M lurice was fu- 
perior to his father in military dccompliftinfientSi 
and of thcfc the confederacy ftood more in need 
at the preient period, than of political abilities. 

Maurice had no opportunity of exercifing his 
talents for war, from the time of Leicefter's dc- 
I^rture till the fate of the Spanifh Armada was de- 
cided. A great number of his bed troops had 
been put on board the fleet commanded by Juftin 
de Naflau ^ all the garrifbns of the maritime towns 
had been augmented, left the Spaniards (hould 
have attenipt^ to make a defcent ; and there was 
no body ot forces lefc, fufficient to enable him to 
take advantage of the duke of Pau-ma's inaftivity^ 
by undertaking any military enterprize. 

The firft opportunity of adlion was afforded him Thedokeof 
by a refolution which the duke formed, as foon as uuTih^'^'^ 
he perceived there was no longer any profpeit of ««§« ^^ 
invading England, to beficge the town of Bergen- ^^^y""^ 
op-Zoom. This town, as its name imports, is fi- 
tuated on the river Zoom, at a little diftance from 
the place where that river falls into the Scheld ; 

Vol. II. T and 
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and by this lad river the territory of Bergen is fe- 
parated from the ifle of Tolcn. Farnefe think- 
ing it neceflary towards the fuccefs of his intended 
enterprize, tp be mafter of this ifland, fent count 
Charles of Manfvelt with a body of eight 
hundred foot to take pofleflion of it ; and in order 
to conceal his defignv he ordered them to make a 
feint of marching towards Heufden. This arti- 
fice however had not the defired fucceis. Maurice 
had taken care to have both Bergen and Tolen 
properly furni(hed with troops for their defence. 

At low water it is pradticable to pais over to 
Tolen upon foot, and in this way count Manlvelt 
endeavoured to approach it But the governor^ 
count Solmes, was fo well prepared to receive him, 
that Manfvelt was foon obliged to abandon his at- 
tempt, and in his retreat he loft about four bun* 
dred men. In the mean time the duke of Parma 
had advanced with his army, and invefted the 
town on the land fide, without having met with 
any confidcrable oppofition. But the befieged be- 
held his operations with great indifference ; their 
.communication with Holland and Zealand was ftiU 
as free and open as before. In order to intercept it, 
they knew that the enemy muft firft reduce two 
ftrong forts which ftood between the town and 
OAobtr. the Scheld, and this they trufted could not be ac- 
complilhed before the approach of winter. 

"fvJjb***' ^^^ ^^^^ immediately began his operations 
twoBrit^Oi with an atuck upon one of thefe forts ; but before 
fowiew. i^e had made any confidcrable progrefs, he con- 
ceived hopes of acquiring poflelTion of it in a way 
much more eafy and expeditious than by open 
force. Two foldiers belonging to the garri&n, 
whom fome hiftorians call Scots, and others Eng- 
li(h, having gone over to Farnefe, offered to deli- 
ver the fort to him, on condition of his granting 

them 
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them a fuitable reward for fo great a fervice. Faf- 
nefe lent a willing ear to their propofal, and gave 
them the mod flattering prpmifes ; but as he ftill ^^^ 
fufpedlcd them of infincerity, lie made them con- 
firm what they had told him by an oath, and re- 
quired that they (hould be carried bound in the 
midft of the (bldiers whom he intended to employ 
in executing the plan which they had fuggefted^ 
To this* as well as to the oath required from them, 
they readily agreed. The duke could no longer re- 
main diftruftful, and ordered De Leyva, one of 
his braveft officens, to be ready immediately after 
fun-fet with three thoufand infantry, to advance 
towards the fort. De Ley va fet out at the time ap- 
pointed, and arrived at the gate when it was be- 
ginning to grow dark. Upon a (ignal given by the 
two Britifli ibidiers the port was opened, but no 
fooner had about fifty of the Spaniards entered, 
than the portcullis was let down, and all the reft 
excluded. Thofe who had entered perceived the 
treachery of their guides, but being more folici- 
tous to lave their own lives than to take vengeance 
on the traitors, they fufFered them to efcape, and 
the Spaniards themfelves were inftantly furround- 
ed by the garrifon, and either put to the fword or 
taken prifoners. 

Of thofe who were without, only fuch as were 
near the gate were acquainted with what had hap- 
pened, while the reft who were ignorant of it ftill 
preffing forward, made it impoflible for the fore- 
moft to retire. Thefe men, rendered defperatc by 
their perilous (ituation, attempted to fcale the ram- 
parts, but they were foon repulfed by the garrifon, 
who were every where upon their guard. The guns 
of the fort began to play upon them. The dark- 
neis of the night increafed their confufion, and 
they fell into an ambulh which the garrifba had 
T a prepared. 
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rr^tixrtrKC c^ 3c piKS, »> idhain the cx- 

Xc ibcQcr h&i br driw^ c^T Ins troops fitxn 
BegSL iriET isrr^ p:r the Ital^aos and Spaniards 
irto wr=!rr-cr3Lrtrr% he fcrt tbe Genmns under 
ccr^t Perar ErxSt de Mirfrdt to lay ficge to 
Wadrtsro^csi, =n Uppn- Goeldcfland, a Imall 
p'^oe, biit ftrrrgiy f ornScd, and fitoatcd in the 
pic3 cf a mariky ictL Famelc was^ notwidiftand- 
i^g tbcfe circumftances, determiDed to empfey 
tJs troops is led^cEg it, by loud cofnpiaints which 
verc c^adc to him of tbeoontinual depredations 
rfthe garritbo. This g^nifon conlifted of tr'^ops 
fonned by the celebrated Scbenck^ whofe bravery 
would have baffled the utmoft dObrts of count 
Manfvelt, had it not been f<ir a ciicnmftaiice 
which ictitks the fiege of this little town to a place 
I^T^' 1^ hiftpO . 1« ^« in this ficge that bombs, the late 
irjventic n of an inhabitant of Venlo, were firft em* 
ployed To favc the town from deftru£tion« the ci- 
tizens prevailed on the garrifon to confent to a fur- 
leoder, but not till the) had Allied out and killed 
a great number of the enemy; many of whom 
ikcwife periftied by the inclemency of the feafon^ 
and the humidity of tbe air and foil 

In 
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Ik coniequence of the loft of men fufblned at Book 
this fiege and that of Bergen, the duke of Parma XXL 
found his army exceedii^ly dimioiflied. This coo- ^^'v^*^ 
fideration alone muft have been a fenfiUe monifi- Aw^!S?if 
cation to a gexieral of fo great a£kivity and enteiv» the Duke of 
prize, but he was ftill more deeply mortified at ^*'"*' 
the difficulty v^Mch he found in fupporttng the 
forces that ftill remained under bis command. 
They had begup to murmur on account of the 
arrears which were due to them, and he dreaded 
the lofsof that authority over them which he had 
hitherto maintained. He had cameftly folicited re-: 
mittancea from the court of Spain, and had re^ 
prefented the fatal coafequences which muft at- 
tend the irregular payment of his troops. But bis 
requefts had not for fome time paft been liftened to 
as formerly, and fome of the bills which he drew 
had been remrned unpaid* This was owing partly 
to the low ftate of Philip's finances, which, great 
as his refources were, had been overburdeni^ by 
the enormous expence in which bis late armament 
had involved him ; and partly to the malignity and 
envy of the Spanifl) minifters. The duke couki 
not conceal hia chagrin ac the difappointment, 
which was greatly augmented by. the decline of 
his health, ain^ th^ fymptom$ of' a dropfy, whicb 
fome years afterwards put a period to his Ufe^ 

Ik this fituadon he received greater fatis&dtion.Gcrtfniea* 
from an event which was one of the confequences JJIIJiui 
of the intrigues of the earl of Leicefter. The gar- the spt. 
rifonsof feveral towns had^ through the influence"*"^ 
of that nobleman's partizans,^ or J^om the defici- 
encies in their pay occafioned by his mifconduA, 
(hewn great contempt for the authority of the 
States^and prince Maurice i but diey had all b^ 

brought 
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brought back to their duty, excq>t the garriibn of 
_ fit. Gertrudenburg, which confifted of one thou* 

1589* ^nd five hundred Foot and three hundred horle, 
partly Dutch and partly Engiifh. This ^rrifon 
having indulged thcnnfclves in greater excels than 
any other, were confcious of fuch a d^ree of 
guilt as they thought could not eafily be forgiven : 
they were therefore ftill as refradtory and feditious 
as ever, maintaining openly, that they were ac- 
countable to none but the queen of England ; and 
Sizing upon (hips; and carrying ofFpIunder from 
the friends as well as the enemies or the confede- 
racy. The States apprehenfive of their delivering 
the town to the enemy, applied fevery foothing ex- 
pedient to prevent them. They offered them a 
full pardon of their offences, got lord Willoughby 
to interpofe his influence, aixl made immediate 
payment of a great proportion of their arrears; 
but all endeavotiTS were ineffeftual. In the mean 
time Lanzavecchia, the governor of Breda, being 
well informed of rheir tehiper ind difpofition, em- 
ployed fecret agents to confirm them in their fedi- 
tious purpoies, holding forth to them the rewards 
which they might hope for from the duke of Par- 
ma, whife there was nothing to b» etpedted from 
the queen of England or the Sratesi but either an 
ignominious punifhnif^nt, or perpetual diffidence 
and contempt. They hefitated for fome time ; but 
when an offer was made to them in the name of 
the duke of Parma of full payrtient'bf their arrears, 
befides a fum of money equal to five years pay, 
they were unable to refift the allurement ; they 
agreed to give up tbc town on the terms propofed, 
and began t6 prepafcfor the execCition of their de- 
figti,by difarmlng the inhabitants. Upon receiving 
intelligence of this infkmous traiifaAion, prince 
Maurice let out by fca with a body of troops, in 
Pffler tp reciuce the garrifon by force of arms. But 

|?eforc 



Digitized by 



Google 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 279 

before he had time to make any progreis i° t'^'^^yxi^ 
fiege, having been informed that the duke of Par- J^^ 
ma was upon his march to oppofe him with a fu- ,^gp 
perior army, he thought it prudent to retire. The 
duke foon afterwards entered the town, and hav- 
ing fulfilled his engagements to the garrifon, he 
beftowed the government upon Lanzavecchia, as a 
reward for the fervice he had performed. Gertru- 
denburg was the firft town in Holland which the 
Spaniards had acquired fince their expulfion from 
that province about twelve years before; and it 
gave Famefe, on that account, the moft fenfible 
joy and fadsfaaion. The States on the other hand 
expreifed their indignation againft the traitors, by 
profcribing them ; and it ought not to be forgot- 
ten, that through various accidents aimoft all of 
thern fell into the hands of the confederates, and 
had the fentence of profcription executed upon 
them with die utmoft rigour. 

From Gertrudenburg the Spanifli army was 
Qnt under count Charles of Manfvelt, to reduce 
the towns of Heufden and Romerfval, and the fort 
of Louveftcin ; but all their attempts on thcfe 
places were baffled by the adivity and vigour of 
prince Maurice and count Hohenloe. 

The duke of Parma retomed to Bruflcs, ar/I T"'' *^*^ 
not long afterwards he fet out forGcmwrj^ ^o'i^'^ 
drink the waters at Spa, althou^ it wa^ k^' r/*4 
he would not have gone at this ieaCy% n'r, ch n^ U^ 
the moft proper for all military operiry^.i^ / rH 
array had been m a condition to er.^tr r.p/^, ^r y 
enterprize worthy of his former fc^^^ I>,rr7-« 
abfence, prince Imorice waa bar^l j a v>: r/> ;r-rf^ f. 
count Manfvdt from makfr^ trr/ nirr *X'.:.>^/-,, 
Tbeforcesof tbcfc two gtoerajs wtu^^ rjo^) ^/. ,ii., 

•Gnxjm, f. ija. 
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neithar party was indtned to riik an eDgagement, 
and CO r euco um cr paft b^wecn them that defcrvcs 
to bertcofded. 

Some iraportut ferrioca were in the mean thne 
perfofincd D> the iodcfittifQibfe Schenck in the in- 
fcfior povinces. Having feme time hefore the pre- 
ient period, propoTed to the Steiea to huild a fort 
upon the Khtte» at the place where that river di- 
vKka itfelf into two brandies, and forms the ifle 
of Setuwe'f the States approved hi^il]^ of his 
propofd, and (iiniiihed him with every thing ne* 
ceffiury for carrying it into execution* Ifc finifted 
it widi gpeat diipatch^ and havii^ fixed there his 
head-^aartet3» he over-ran all the coontry roimd. 
and lazed every favoinahk oppommity ^ annoy- 
ing the enemy. He took the dty of Bonne, upon 
die Rhine, by ibrprife in the night. Having been 
informed diat a body of troops were upon their 
march to reinforce Verdugo^ the governor ci 
Groningen, and were eicorting a fum of money to 
that pbcc for the payment of thcgarrifon, hechofe 
his ground widi fo much ikiit, and attacked them 
with fiich impetuoficy and ardour, that he 
routed them, and got poflfeffion of the money 
without the bfe of a finglb |nan. But there was 
nothing on which he was fo intent as the re- 
^Mfery of Nio^gueq, which fome years before he 
himfel.' had conquered for the Spaniards. Nime- 
guen ibinci» oa ihe banks of the Waal, at the cUT- 
tance of only a few hours (aU from the fort which 
$cbenck had conftruCled. Having embarked his 
troopst he fct out with an intention to reach the 
«>wn about th^ middle of the night. Through 
fome accident or o^iftake he did not arrive till 
the morning, when he happened unfortunately 
tp land at a houfe where a number of perfons 

were 
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were a£E3nbled for the celebration of a wed- 
ding. By tbefe perfoos the alarm was iaftantly 
given to the reft of the inhabitants, who were well ^^?^ 
acquainted with the enmity with which Schenck had *^ 
for fime time paft been animated againft tfauem, and 
knew that an univerfal pillage would be the confe- 
quence of bis fucceft. They ran to arms from 
every quarter, and naade a furious attack upon his 
men, and, notwithftaodiqg the moft intrepid re- 
Hflance, drove them towards their boats in great 
confufion. Schenck endeavoured to rally them, 
but in vain. The town's people purfued, and flew 
many of them while they were attempting to ef- 
cape. Schenck hirafelf was wounded, and ini-Ctetth^ 
mediately afterwards his boat^was overfet, and he, ^^^••^ 
and all on board were drowned. Such was the 
fate of this brave man at the age of forty, by 
whom, ever fince his revolt, the Spaniards had 
been futyefled to perpetual apprehenfkms and 
alarms ^ 

No other material tran&Aion occurred during Battle <»r 
this campaign but the ficge of Rhinberg,, which ^Wnberg. 
was undertaken at the earneft deiire of the elector - 
of Cologn, and the charge of it committed by the 
duke of Parma to the marquis of Varambon. Co- 
lonel Vere, an Englifli officer of high reputation, 
was fent by the States to the relief of the befieged, 
and between him and Varambon a bloody batde 
was fought, in which the Engiifli commander gain- 
ed a compiete vidocy. After this he entered the 
town, and fortified it fi> ftrongly, as enabled the 
inhabitants for fome time longer to preferve their 
liberty and independence. 

It was now the end of autumn, and the duke Tiied«iMrf 
of Parma was returned from Spa. Soon after his fa*,S?*f,5ii 
return, his apprehenfions with re^rd to the con- ^ 
fcquences of the irr^ular payment of his troops^ 

were 
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were verified by the mutiny of a Spanifh regl- 
irent which lay in garrifbn at Courtray. From 
complaints the (bldiers proceeded to threats, and 
at laft openly refufed to obey his commands. With 
the utmoft difficulty he railed money fufficient to 
appeafe them. But as this was the firft feditton 
which had happened fince the commencement of 
his government, he was the more fenfibly afBiAed 
by it, and dreaded, that the example which it 
aitbrded, would foon be followed by the garriibos 
in other towns. 

'^^t S Bit. T^^^^ ^^^^ happened about the end of the year 
SI!* 1589; and in the month of February immedi- 
«sf^ ately following, another misfortune happened, 
which convinced the duke, that prince tVlaurice 
was an antagonifi of a ch^a^ter extremely differ' 
ent from that of any other with whom he had hi- 
therto contended. This was the lofs of the im- 
portant city of Breda, of which Maurice got pof* 
felTion by a fingular ftratagem, fuggefted to him 
by the mafter of a boat, called Adrian Vanden- 
berg, who had fometimes fupplied the town and 
garrifon with turf for firing. When Lanzavec* 
chia, the governor,' was at Breda, all veiTels which 
came there were carefully examined «, but the duke 
of Parma, having rewarded this crafty Italian^ for 
the part which he afted in corrupting the garriibn 
of St. Gertrudenburg, with the government of that 
town, ftill fufiered him to retain that of Breda. 
Lanzavecchia found it ncceflary to be often abfent 
from the latter of thefe places ; and, during his 
abfence, ufually committed the charge of it to 
his fon. Vandenberg having obferved that on 
thefe occafions there was commonly great ne- 
gligence in fearching his boat, founded upon this 
circumftance his plan for taking the citadel by 
furprilc. It was communicated to prince Mau- 
rice, 
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p rice, who readily embraced it, and immediately ^SS, * 
' applied himfelF to put it in execution. The boat /^ ^^^ 
was loaded in appearance with turf, as ufual ; but g^go. 
the turf was fupported by a floor of planks fixed 
at the diftanfce of fcveral feet from the bottom -, 
and under this floor (eventy fele^t (bldicfs were 
placed, under the command of Charles Harauguer*, 
an officer of difliinguifhed valour and capacity. 
They had but a few miles to (ail ; yet, through 
unexpeded accidents, fcveral days pafled before 
they could reach Breda. The wind turned againfl- 
them, the melting ice retarded their courfe, and 
the boat having ftruck upon a bank, was fo much 
damaged, that the foldiers were for fome time up 
to the knees in water. Their provifionswereal- 
mod fpent, and one of their number was feized 
^vith a violent cough, which, if it continued, they 
forefaw would certainly occafion adifcovery. This 
ni.'in had the geoerimty to offer them his fword, 
and to entreat them to kill him. They as gene- 
i^oufly declined it 5 and being refolved to run all 
rifles, rather than embrue their hands in the blood 
of thdr companion, they (till perfifted in their de- 
fign. Happily their virtue was rewarded : the (bl- 
dicr's cough left him, and even the leak in their 
vcflfel was ftopt by fome accidental caufe. 

In order to fecure the abfence of Lanzavecchia, 
whofe vigilance there was much ground to dread, 
prince Maurice had made a feint of marching 
againft Gertrudenburg, and this artifice produced 
the defued dffeft. Uinzavecchia was abtent from 
Breda when the boat arrived. It was admitted 
within the fortifications of the caftle, and the 
fcarch was made in the moft fuperficial manner. 

^ A ntdre of Cambiay, ^^^' 
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Notwithstanding this, there was ftill the 
utmoft danger of a dKcovery, and it would cer- 
■^1-^7 tainly have been imde, had not Vandeobevg poT- 
fefled an extraordinary (hare of addrefa and art, 
which he exerted on this occaficxi. There being a 
icarcityof fuei in the caftle, the turf was immedi* 
ateiy purchafed ; the foldiers of the ganrtfon were 
fet to work in carrying it afhore, and (b great a 
number of hands were employed, that they would 
foon have uncovered the planks, and thereby have 
deteded the plot, had not Vandenberg^ pretend- 
ing to be fatigued with labour and watching, and 
uxnble to allifl: the foldiers any longer in unloading, 
firft amufed them with difeourfe,. and then invit^ 
them to join him in drinking fome wine which he 
had provided. His offer was readily accepted. 
The night came on, and the Spaaifti (okUers were 
all either afleep or drunk. Vandenberg then fet 
but, in order to give notice of his fuccefs to prince 
Mauriec and count Hc^nloe, who, according to 
agreement, had in great filence brought forward a 
body of forces within a little diftance of the town. 

About the middle of the night, Harauguer if- 
fued forth from his retreat ; and having divided 
his band into two bodies, he attacked, at the fame 
time, both the guards which were placed at the 
gate towards the country, and thofe which were 
fUtioned at another gjate which led from the cita- 
del to the town, and meeting with little refiftance, 
he fecured pofiefTion of the gates. Young Lanza* 
vecchia ruftied out agsnft him with between diirty 
and forty ctf the garrifon ; but thefe men were not 
able to withftand the determined and defperateva* 
lour of the aflailanta They were all either put to 
the fword or difperfed, and Lanzavecchia himfelf 
was wounded and taken prifoner> 

The 
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The alana ves fccc ca=3=nic33^ t: -re t^- ^* 

in which tbwc wts a nrDsrrna sErraoi ^r.: 1-^% ^,^^ 

of fivt comprncs </ hi xr 5x:r. re :r- J ^^^^^ :,yM^ 
Thecirizffls off^rf t!> zrxrxr^ »- r rre pr-TJi^ 
in defendi!^ fbe fzir^Bcirrci. r.: rrc ii^e^ 't 
Parma ftiou}d <rc3e to C-r- ~>:f - r-x ~s :.-rnr- 
ardly garrifoG, \x^ fr^c ▼r: ^,^^^^3^ 
ric and hav^ ir> c:€=r3itii3^^ "^ r:*»ff v: ^^^^ 
:heir rpcranors, fjirif^y firVoc ^J^]^- ^ 
he mean ti-nc fr^^cc N^r^cs i-r*:^ . - ^ - j*^ 

tolVpport tb«n, fetit atr^-^7^ v ^ ?^ '^^7^ 
irrrdcr, on corirhiic tii-t V3tT ^ij- ^« ^ 
piundered. Aca r* n?s rr^o? V?ii-.cc z^-sj 
;rcfd ; but mri^-Ed eiil 'Jirrr Ic^ .^'L^'^ 
r nery tbooia^id ficr-rs *o be cdjiiicrs:: i^-r-cj 
'aS troops. 

Maurice ftct^rcd « grcr-ter ir^i^oc: froa 
this acquifilioo, wh<ii i2«i been ir^^itd ».:i t^ 
kfiof orly ooc m^n, as E^ed^ bid bete fcr tzj^J 
ears the bcrcd-ury jw^cperrf ci ta fca ,. ; i:>i 
JF the feme reaibo the cirzfr.s were ihc iCfi re- 

ctant in A:bn:'nirg lo his a::*ix}f:nr. K- ap- 
^^jinted tbc brave Wzi^x^jCT to br go«^ trace c< tre 
own, ard Hbcra'Jy rewankd Va^fdciijcrg, ar^ aJ 
he other lailors and ro&dicrs, ia propocu^ tx> tr*^ 
Tierit. 

The duke of Paima, en the c?hcr bard, waf 
xtremcly mortified vhh what had happosd, and 

^hly incenfed agairil his ecu 3 try nien the Ita'lara, 

ho had ib bafely defcrtcd the tows corarrtrfd to 
^eircare He ordered the cSccrs to be arrtf.td, 
nd afterwards command*^ ail of them to be ex- 
cutedt agreeably to the frrteircc of a conrt-inaT* 
al, escept one, whom be paidoccd in cocfidcraK 
on of bis youth*. 

Old Lanzavccchia's imprudence in conunitting 
b liBportaat a charge to fo yousg a man as bia 

(on, 
K Grotin. Bcotiroglia 
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Book fon, was already fevcrely punifhed by his fijnV 
J^^^^ imprifonment, and the lofs of the government of 
fireda. He punifhed himfelf fiill fardier^ by re- 
figning his goverfiment of Gertrudenburg. Such 
Were the bitter fruits of that corruption for which 
this man had been fo lately rewarded. According 
to the principles which warriors and politicians are 
ready to adopt, his conduct deferved the reward 
which was beflowed upon it ; but to the friends of 
virtue it will give fatisfaftion to obferve, that^ in 
the courfe of providence, puniftiroent is inflidked 
fometimes not upon the treacherous alone^ but on 
ihofe too by whom they are prompted, or encou- 
raged in their treachery. 

Meanwhile Famefe refolving to recover the 
town, if poffiblc, before prince Maurice fliould 
have time to fecure it, fcnt count Manfvelt agsiinft 
it with a part of the army. But Maurice had no 
fooner acquired pofTeifion of the place, than he 
furnifhed it with provifions fufficient for many 
months, and ftationed a garrifoa in it confifting of 
one ihoufand two hundred foot and four hundred 
horfe. Manfvelt did not therefore think it expe* 
dient to lay immediate fiege to Breda ; but in or* 
der to cut off the communication of the garriibn 
with Holland, he attempted to reduce a firong 
fort in the mouth of the river Mark, which com- 
manded the navigation of that river. From this 
attempt however he was obliged to defift, after 
having loft between fix and fevcn hundred men. 
He then built another fort at the mouth of the 
river, and began to make preparations for befieg- 
ing the town itfelf. In order to divert him from 
the profecution of his defign, prince Maurice 
marched with a body of about five thoufaod men 
towards Nimeguen, refolving to befiege that town 
in cafe Manfvelt did not relinquifh his prefent en* 
terprize. * 

Farnbsb 
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Farkesb^ fenfible of the great importance of ^^^ "^ 
Nimcguen^ fent orders to count Manfvelt to lead ^ ' ,^ 
his army thither without delay. Maurice per- ,5^. 
ceived then that it was impracticable for him to at- 
tempt the fiege with siny probability of fuccefs, 
and encamped his troops in the Betuwe, on the 
north fide of the Waal^ oppolite to Nimeguen. 
Having fortified the banks of the rivcr^ to prevent 
count Manfvelt from tranfporting his forces, he 
built, in fight of the enemy, a ftrong fort, after, 
wards called by the name of Knotzenburg, direct. 
ly oppofite to the town ; by which he not only de- 
prived Nimeguen of all the advantages which it 
had hitherto derived from its fituation ; but, as the 
cannon of this fort could reach the town, the inha- 
biuntswere expofed to continual danger. After 
having finifiied this important work, he dug a na- 
vigable canal acrofs the Betuwe, from the Rhine to 
the Waal. This wife expedient rendered the navi- 
gation of the confederates in thofe parts fecure, by 
making it unneceiTary for their (hips to pais by 
Nimeguen ; and it was of gieat advantage to all 
the country round, by leflening the violence of the 
inundations to which that part of the Netherlands 
is fometimes liable. The States of Guelderland 
and Overyflel had a juft fenfe of the benefits 
which they derived from his operations, and they 
teftified their gratitude by electing him governor of 
thefe two provinces. 
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BOOK XXII. 

PART L 

FR O M the capacity and vigour which Maurice Book 
had already difplayed, Philip might have per- J^^^ 
ceived that he (hould probably find f\x\\ employ- **^^^ 
meat in the Netherlands for all the forces which, Affairs of* 
in the prefent ftate of his finances, he was able to ^f"^*- 
fupport. And confidering the unfi»rtunate iflue of 
his enterprize againft Elizabeth, and how much 
the reputation of his arms and counfelshad fuffered 
from his long unfucceisful ftruggle with the inha** 
bitants of the United Provinces, it might have 
been expected that he would have feen the abfur- 
dity of that prepofterous ambition which had led 
him to undertake new conquefts before he had re* 
duced his own dominions under obedience. It 
does not appear that he ever ferioufly entertained 
the thoughts of renewing his attempt againft Eng- 
VoL. II- U land; 
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Book 1^)^ . \yyxt having never relinquilhed his defigns 
^^^^ on Fiance^ he had maintained his connenons with 
1590. the heads of the catholic league; and notwith- 
(landing the difficulty which he found in pay- 
ing his army in Flanders, he bad from time to 
time fupplied them with conlidentble fums of 
money. 

ttMM^ Thesb (aftious leadera had now more occafion 
^•"•••^ than ever for his affiftancc. After the treaty men- 
tioned above^ which Philip concluded with the 
dttke of GttiTe at Joinville in the year 1585, the 
flames of war between the catholics and proteAants 
had been kindled afrefli from one end of the king- 
dom to the other. Henry; well acquainted with 
the fccret intentions of Guife and Ws partizans^ 
which were no Icfe hoftile to himfelf than to the 
Calvinifts, would gladly have employed all his 
power for their dcllrudlion ; but he foon perceived 
that he was unable to contend openly with fo great 
a force as they had provided againft him, and 
therefore difguiling his refentmcnt for the affront 
c^red to his authority, he refolved to accede to 
the league* in hopes of acquiring the direction of 

: r it, by declaring himfelf its head and protedlor. In 

confequence of this refolution^ great preparations 

r. wei« made for profecuting the war againft the Cal- 

V ' vinifts, and tlvree different armies were raifed. 

j| * Obe of tl^fe Henry coounanded in perfon ; another 

was fetit Udder the duke de Joyeufe ag^nft the 
king of Navarre; and the third was led by the 
duke of Guife^ to oppofe a numerous army c^ 
Germana, who were upon their march to die affift- 
ance of the Hugonots. Joyeufe bft both his ar- 
my and his life in the battle of Coutras; but the 
duke of Guife, who made up foe the finaU num- 
ber of his troops by his fuperior condud and in* 
trepdity, proved vifkmous over the Geraians» 
and thereby acquired an increafe <jf popularity 
and fame, which gave him uncpntroulable influ- 
ence over ahnoft all the catholics in the king- 
dom. 
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dom. Elated with his fuccefs, and confdotjs of ^,2xn 
his power, this arbbttious leader could no longer ^^.^^ 
delay the execution of his dcfigns; but rcfol'/ed^ ,^^^ 
after depofing the king, and confining him to a 
cloifter, to place the infirm and aged cardinal of 
Bourbon upon the throne ; hoping to cngrofs tlie 
whole admioiftration, and to fecurc the fucceflirm 
to himfelf, in the event of the cardinal's demifc, 
Henry beheld with much dread the precipice on 
which he ftood •, and in order to avoid it, had re^ 
courfe to that dcteftable expedient, of which, in 
his youth, he had (hewn his approbation, in the 
maiTacre of St. B^rtholemew, by commanding 
both the duke of Guife, and his brother the car- 
dinal, to be aflaSinated. 

This murder, which even Henry pretended to 
Juftify only by the plea of neceflity, did not pro- 
duce the efFcdl which he expected. Inftcad of in- 
timidating his enemies, it fervcd to inflame their 
minds with wrath and indignation. In Paris, where 
the fpirit of the league hail long r?c;' d with t};c 
utmoft fury, the people broke his ftatu'^s to pieces, 
the ecclefiaftics declaimed againft him in ib* bit- 
tereft and moft abufive terms, and the Sorbonnc 
declared him to have forfeited the crown. His 
fubjedis almoft every where rofe up in arms ap;ain(l 
him, and the duke of Mayenne, brother of the 
Guifes, a prince of extraordinary prudence and 
capacity, waa chofen commander in chief in his 
brother's room. 

In this fituation Henry had no refource left but 
in the king of Navarre, whom he had deceived 
and perfecuted. But this generous and heroic 
prince readily forgot the injuries he had received 
from him, and made hafte to march with a nume* 
rous army to his ailiftance. Thus powerfully fup- 
ported, Henry became an overmatch for his ene- 
mies; and hie would foon have compelled the 

U a city 
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Book city of Paris to furrender, when a period was put 

^^J'- to his life by a fanatic monk, who being feduced 

^^'T^ by his fuperiors, burned with the defire of meriting 

"509- Heaven, by embruing his hafids in the blood of 

his lawful prince. Such was the unfortunate end 

of Henry III. the laft of the race of Valois, which 

had reigned over France for almoft three hundred 

years. 

Accetfion of Th e king of Navarre, the undoubted heir of the 
Henry IV. ^^q^j,, and whom the deceafed monarch had no- 
minated his fucceflbr, was immediately proclaimed 
king in the camp, by the name of Henry iV. a 
name which will be. for ever refpedted, not by the 
French nation alone, but by every friend of man- 
- kind and of virtue. Brought up in the hardcft 
fchool of adverfity, patient, frugal, and laborioiis ; 
brave and wife ; fincere, humane, and generous ; 
of the ftrideft integrity, and the moft untainted 
honour ; he had long commanded the admira- 
tion of his eneniies, as well as of the impartial 
world. Never did any prince fucceed to a throne, 
adorned with more fplendid, more fubftantial, 
or more amiable accomplifliments ; yet fo fierce 
was the fpirit of religious bigotry with which 
fiis fubjedts were inflamed j fo great their abhor- 
rence of Calvinifm ; and fuph their dread, that 
Henry who was himfelf a Calvinift, although the 
^lo{l , moderate of his (e£t, wou)d in imitation 
of the queen of England, overturn the popifh re- 
figion, that many of the catholics in(tantly forfook 
his camp ; nor would any of them have been per- 
fuaded to rdmain with him, had he not given them 
ground to entertain hopes of his converfion, 

. In Paris he had a numerous Party who would 
willingly Have recognifed his right, in cafe he would 
have agreecl to embrace the popilh fiiith. There 
were otheis. who, un()er the pretence of religion, 
bad no other end in view but to fecure and perpe- 
tuate 
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tuatc that unbounded licence which they had ^J^J^ 
long enjoyed, of perpetrating the moft atrocious ^^ j^^ 
crimes; and there were many, who having been i^^o. 
gained over by Spanifh influence, had, in concert 
with Mendoza the Spanifli ambaflador, and Caje- 
tan the pope's l^ate ; a partizan of Spain, form- 
ed the defign of conferring the crown, either on 
Philip himfelf, or his daughter Ifabella '. 

The duke of Mayenne, who had adopted his 
brother's pl^n in all its branches, hoped to make 
thefe parties fubfervient to his own elevation to the 
throne. This defign, however, he concealed with 
care ; and that he might have leifure to prepare 
the means of putting it into execution, he prevail- 
ed on a great majority to concur in electing the 
cardinal of Bourbon king ; to which meafure like- 
wife, Philip a£tuated by a fimilar intention, gave 
his con fen t 

Henry in the mean time finding himfelf unable, 
from the great defertion of his forces, to main^ 
tain his prefcnt fituation before Paris, retired into 
Normandy, to wait there, till fuccours, which he 
expedted from Elizabeth, fliould arrive Mayenne 
putting himfelf at the head of an army much more 
numerous than that of the king, purfued and at- 
tacked him in his fortifications near the town of 
Arques; but having been repulfed with great 
flaughter, and having fufFered afterwards a total 
overthrow in the battle of Ivry, in which, as on - 
many other occafions, Henry's fuperior bravery 
fupplied his want of numbers, Mayenne was ob- 
liged, with the (battered remains of his army, to 
take refuge in the metropolis. There he flayed 
no longer than till he had confulted with the duke 
of Nemours, the governor, with regard to the 
proper meafures of defence, in cafe the city fhould 
be befieged by the viftorious army ; after which he 

fet 
* Grand-daughter of lUnry II, 
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B o K (et out for Picardy, to meet the duke of Farmflf 

^^^j^ from whom he expected a reinforcemet of troops. 

1590. The king arrived foon after in the neighbourhood 

Siege of p*. of Paris, and having made himielf mafter of the 

"•• courfe of the Seyne^ and the Mame, and blocked up 

every entry by which provifions might be am vey* 

ed into the town, he inverted it on every fide, and 

foon reduced the inhalMtants to extreme necdfity. 

By the perfuafion however of their leaders, fe- 
conded by the Spanifti minifter and the pope's 
legate ; by the decrees of the Sorbonne, and the 
harangues of the clergy ; they were confirmed in 
the refolution which they had formed from the be- 
ginning, to endure every calamity, rather than 
receive an heretical king, whofe authority they 
were taught to believe they could not acknow* 
ledge, without endangering their falvation. 

fhiiip'. In their prefcnt diftrefsful fituation they had no 

FriTcc!'^ profpedt of relief, but from the arms of Spain ; 
nor was Philip lefs inclined now to interpofe in their 
behalf, and that of the leagiie in general, than 
formerly. The affairs of France were at this 
time the principal objeft of his attention ; and he 
would gladly have exerted himfelf againft the king 
with his utmoft vigour, efpecially as the cardinal 
of Bourbon was lately dead, if the prcfent junc- 
tiire had been favourable to his ambitious defign, 
of feizing the monarchy for himfelf, or his daugh- 
ter ; by which, more than by zeal for the catholic 
faith, he had long been aftuated. But having pe- 
netrated into the views of Mayenne, and found 
that from him and all his party he had reafon to 
expedi the moft ftrenuous oppofition ; he confider-^ 
ed, that if Henry were utterly fubdued, the catho^ 
lies, Handing then no longer in need of his aflift- 
aiice, would probably unite s^ainft him, and 
without regarcl to the obligations which he had laid 
jliem urider, render all his expcncc and labour 

fruitlefs. 
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fruklefi. Herefolved therefore, agreeably to the B o o k 
advice of the duke of Parma, to protradt the war, ^cm 
and to afford the les^ue only fuch aififtance as^ 
might prevent the king from acquiring an entire 
afcendant over them ; hoping thereby to wafte the 
ftrength of both the contending parties, and fooner 
or later to oblige them to comply with whatever 
terms he (hould be pleafed ta prefcribe. 

Conformably to this plan, the duke of Par- 
ma, with whom Mayenne had an interview at Con* 
d6, gave him only two thoufand feven hundred 
foot and eight hundred horfe. But as this rein- 
forcement was inadequate to the purpofe for whidi 
it had been folicited, Philip became apprehenfiv^ 
that the refolution of the befieged might fail ^ and 
dreaded, that if Henry were once mailer of the 
capital, a prince of (6 great ability and addrels 
might foon compel the reft of the kingdom to fub- 
roit to his authority. To prevent this, he refolved 
to poftpone every confideration of prudence and 
intereft to the railing of the fiege ; and fent pofitive 
orders to the duke of Parma, to condudk his army 
to France for this purpofe, with the utmoft expe- 
dition. Famefe, though poflfefled of capacity and 
courage' equal to the moft difficult and dangerous 
enterprife, would gladly have diverted Philip from 
his defign. He reprefented to him the dangerous 
confequences with which the abfence of his troops 
from the Netherlands wouW be attended ; and he 
attempted to make him fenfible of the extreme un- 
certainty of tbofe advantages which he expected 
to derive from taking {o deep an intereft in the 
affairs of France. But Philip blinded by his am- 
bition, could not relinquUh thofe delufive hopes 
which he had long fondly indulged, of adding 
France to his other dominions. He was deaf to 
the duke's prudent rcmonftrances, and only liflen- 
ed to his advice, fo far as to confent that he might 

return 
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B o OK return to the Low Countries, when the fiegc of 
^^J^ Paris Ihould be raifed. 

>59o. Finding the king thus obftinatc and inflexible^ 
Jll^t"I^fij*([Farnefe committed the government, during his 
czpeditioo abfence, to count Peter Erneft of Manfvelt, and 
iDtoFnnce. gppQJj^^^d j^jg fon count Charles to command the 
fmall number of troops, which he defigned to 
leave behind him for the defence of the Nether- 
lands He then applied with great anxiety to make 
the necefiary preparations for his march. For he 
was well aware of the difficulty which he muft en- 
counter in his intended enterprize againft a prince 
of fo great abilities as the king of France, in the 
midft of his dominions, and at the head of a vic- 
torious army, commanded by a gallant and almoft 
invincible nobility. This confideration however, 
far from intimidaring him, ferved only to make 
him exert with more than ordinary vigour, thofe il- 
luftrious talents with which he was endowed ; left 
now, when he was about to enter the lifts with fo 
great a rival for military fame, he ftiould forfeit 
that high renown which his former atchievements 
had procured him. 

Compirifon Hbnry was at this time about forty years of 
• H^l?.*'*^^ ^g^? ^^^ Farnefe a few years older. From their 
carlieft youth they had been alike diftinguifhed by 
the love of arms; and had paft their lives either 
in learning, or in pradtifing the art of war. They 
poflefled alike the talent of conciliating the affec- 
tions of their troops, without any relaxation of dif- 
cipline, or diminution of authority. They were 
equal too in pcrfonal courage, in quick difcemment, 
and in fertility of genius. But the king was more 
prompt in his decifions ; the duke more cautious 
and circumfpedk. The latter always cool, and 
matter of himfelf, tranfgreffed on no occafion the 
lx)unds of Uie ftridtcft prudence j but the former 

was 
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was often betrayed by his natural impetuofity and B o o c 
ardour, rather to aft the part of a common foldier, ^^^\ 
than of a general, and unneceffarily to expofe his ^J"!^ 
perfon to danger. From the (ame impetuofity of 
temper, the king was ever fond of ftrildng a dc- 
cifivc blow, by a pitched battle in the field ; where- 
as the duke chofe rather to accomplifh his defigns 
by ftratagcm and dexterity, without bloodflied. 
Notwithftanding this diverfity in their chara£ten, 
they were indifputably the greateft captains of the 
age in which they lived, and may be compared, 
without fufFering by the companion, with the mod 
illuftrious commanders either in ancient or in mo- 
dern times. 

Farnese was ready to let out from Bruflels in hu mtk 
the beginning of Auguft, with an army of four- f«««**<«^ 
teen thoufand foot and three thoufand horfe. On 
his arrival in France, having convened his princi- 
pal officers together, he explained to them the con- 
dudl proper to be obfervcd in the prefent expediti* 
on ; and reprefented the neceffity of rcqturing a 
ftria attention from every individual in the army, 
to all the rules of military difcipline. They were 
about to enter into a kingdom, where the people 
being naturally jealous ofthe Spaniards, fufpicions 
would be eafily excital^ that inftead of having come 
to their afliftance, he intended to reduce them un- 
der the government of Spain. Againft giving ground 
for thel'e fufpicions, which mi^t dcrat the inten- 
tions of the king, they muft be continually on 
their guard, and take effcftual care to reftrain the 
troops from offering any violence to the natives. 
They were ere long to purfue their march in the 
face of a bold and enterprizing enemy ; and for 
this reafon it wouW be neccflary that the mod per- 
fcft order (hould be obferved, that no tumult 
iTiould be permitted in their quarters, and no fol- 
dier allowed to leave his colours night or day, 

upoo 
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fiooK Upon any pretence whatever ; that the country 
XXj^' ftiould be reconnoitred with the utmoft care ; that 
^^^^ they (hould take up their quarteis every evening a 
confiderabie time before fun-fet ; that the troops 
fhouid iland under their arms, till the intrench- 
ments were completed ; and that their intrench- 
ments fliould be as ftrongly fortified, as if the ene- 
my were in fight. 

The duke fecured the execution of thefe orders, 
by the activity and vigilance which he exerted. Al* 
though he had many omcers of high reputation under 
him, yet he reiblved not to put implicit truft in any 
of them. From charts or maps, joined to the infor- 
mation which he received from the natives, he had 
acquired a thorough knowledge of the country 
through which he was to pafs* He heard in per- 
fbn the reports of all the parties which he Cent to 
reconnoitre; marked out the encampments with 
his own hand, and beftowed fuch particular atten- 
tion on every thing which he deemed of the Icaft 
importance, that he left himfelf no other time foe 
repofe, but the few hours between beating the re- 
veille, and the marching of the troops. 

In order to preferve his men frefh and vigorous 
for the lime of adion, he marched gently for- 
wards ; and did not arrive at Meaux, which is ten 
kagues diilant from Paris, till the 23d of Au- 
guft. He was joined at Meaux by the duke de 
Mayenne, with ten thoufand foot and one thou- 
fand five hundred horfe ; and from this place he 
fcnt intell^ence to the bcfiegcd, that he hoped to 
be.able in a few days to relieve them. 

Biftrefsof Their patience was almoft exbaufted. They 

ihe Parifi- j^^j [y^^^ f^j. many days reduced to the rooft de- 

**** plorable condition. Great numbers had died of 

want, or of difeafes occafioncd by the unwhde- 

fome food to which they had been obliged to have 

recourfe; 
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recourfe ^ and though their bigotry made them Boor 
ftill entertain the thoughts of a furrender with ^^'^ 
horror, it had required the utmoft vigilance on the *]|TX^ 
part of the governor, to prevent it from taking ^ 
place. They believed it to be impoffiUe for them 
to hold out even for the few days, at the end of 
which the duke of Parma bad given them hopes of 
of his arrival Of this defperate fituation, their 
leaders did not fail to inform him i nor did he de- 
lay advandng towards them one moment longer 
than was neceflary in order to fecure a fortunate 
iflue to his enterprize. 

Henry had for fcveral weeks entertained the Henry rtifci 
moft fanguine hopes of being able to terminate the**** ^^' 
fiege before the duke could arrive K He was now 
extremely chagrined and mortified, and was at the 
fame time thrown into great perplexity, with 
refped to the meafures proper to be purfued. Un- 
willing to quit his prize, when he was upon the 
point of feizing it, he would gladly have divided 
his army, and leaving a part of it to continue the 
blockade, have led the reft to meet the raemy. 
But as it had lately fuffered great diminution by 
fickneis, he apprehended that he would find fuf- 
ficient employment for the whole, in defending 
himfelf againft the Spaniards. After much hefi- 
tation he raifed the iiege« and fet out to oppofe the 
duke of Parma, before he (hould approach nearer 
the town'. 

Having advanced as far as Chelles (which lies 
about four leagues diflant from Paris) he fetched 
his camp in a fpacious plain, which is terminated 
by two hills of a gende afcent, feparated from 
each other by the road that leads to P^caux. The 
duke of Parma*s army was encamped on the other 
fide of thefe hills, arid was well fecured by flrong 

intrench- 

^ It liad iftfted four montlis. 

c Hk arasy amonntcd to twenty thoufand foot and firt 
thoufand borfc. 
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Book intrenchment8« In this fituarion the two armies 
^^- remained for feveral days. The duke did not now 
lie under the fame neceffity as before, of precipi- 
tating his approach to Paris, becaufe the citizeos 
having ventured, after the king's departure, to 
make excurfions into thecountry, had furniflied 
themfelves with fome provifions from the places 
adjacent ; and the king durft not attack fuch ftrong 
intrenchments, defended by an army fuperior in 
number to his own. But being eager to engage, 
and dreading the daily diminution of his forces 
from the ficknefs which prevailed among them, 
Henry fent a defiance to the duke of Mayenne, 
calling upon him to quit his den, in which he lay 
more like a fox than a lion, that the conteft be- 
tween them might be decided, and an end put to 
the calamities of the kingdom. 

orthe^diSke Cayenne fent the herald who brought this 
•fPami.* challenge to the duke of Parma, who anfwered 
fmiling, that his prefent conduit he perceived, 
was not agreeable to the king j but that he had 
been accuftomed to fight, only when he himfelf 
thought proper, and not when it was convenient 
for his enemies ; and he added, that far from de* 
dining battle, he would offer it as foon as the in- 
tereft of the caufe which he had come to fupport^ 
fhould render it expedient. Agreeably to the fpi- 
rit of this reply, Famefe kept his army within 
their lines for two days longer ; during which time 
he was employed in examining the fituationof the 
country, and in confidering how he might accom- 
plifh the end of his expedition, without hazarding 
an engagement. Having at length fixed his plan 
of operations, without communicating it to the 
duke de Mayenne, or any other of his officers^ he 
gave out, that he now intended to offer battle. Of 
the van, which confifted of two fquadronsof lances^ 
with all the light horfe in his army, he g^ve the 
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command to the marquis De Renti, with inftruc- 
tions, that as foon as he (hould reach the top of 
the interjacent hill, he (hould fpread out his troops, ^ 
and make as large a front as poffible ; and then be- 
gin to defcend flowly towards the enemy, but not 
to engage without further orders, whatever pm- 
vocation (hould be given him. He committed 
the charge of the main army to the duke de 
Mayenne, and that of the rear to the Sieur de la 
Mothe i while he refcrved liberty to himfeif, to 
ride from one part of the army to the other, as 
occafion (hould require. 

When the king was informed of this difpofiti- 
on and movement of the Spani(h army, he could 
not doubt that the duke had at length refolved to' 
try the fortune of a battle. His eyes fparkled with 
joy. He drew up his army in little array, with 
the ulmoft celerity and (kill ; but refolved to wait 
till the enemy (hould defcend to the plain, where 
he might enter the lifts with them on equal terms. 

When the van of the Spani(h army had formed 
fo large a front, as totally obftrudted the view of 
every thing behind them, the duke commanded 
De Rent! to ftop, and to wait for the king, in cafe 
he (hould think fit to afcend the hill . Then clap- 
ping fpurs to his horfe, he galloped back to the 
duke de Mayenne, who was advancing with the 
main army, and taking him by the hand, he faid 
with a cheerful animated countenance. ^ Paris 
will foon be delivered now, my lord ; but for this 
purpose we mull turn back, and diredt our march 
to another quarter.** He then de(ired both Mayenne 
and La Mothe to march towards Lagnjr^ a town 
on the other (ide of the Marne, and inftrudted 
them to takejpoffeflion of the ground on this fide, 
dire^ly oppodte to the town^ and to employ all 
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Boob their troops in drawing ftrong lines of circumval* 
^J^*!!;^ lation round their camp. 

»S9o- Thesb orders were executed with great expe- 
dition. A battery of the largeft cannon was plant- 
ed over againft the town ; and the camp was for- 
tified in fuch a manner with trenches, brnft-works» 
and redoubts, as to render it impr^nable. 

When this was done, the marquis De Rcnti, 
who for feveral hours had amufed the enemy with 
hopes that he intended to come down finom the 
hill, began to file off towards Lagny ; after hav- 
ing planted a body of fele£t troops, under an offi- 
cer of the name of Bafta, in certain woody parts 
of the hill, to fecure his retreat* 

The king in the mean lime knew nothing of 
what had paffed on the other fide of the hill ^ and 
when he faw the marquis De Renti depart, he 
fent a detachment after him to attack his rear, and 
if poilible to difcover the duke's defign. But this 
detachment fell unezpedtedly among the Spaiiiih 
troops under Bafta ; and a furious r^neounter en* 
fued, which continued with various fiiccefs till 
night, when both parties retired to their reTpcAive 
camps. The king remained all night entirely ig- 
norant of the operations of the enemy. H« ^ould 
not fuppofe that Famefe, a general fo diftioguifii* 
ed for his caution, would attempt to tranfport hia 
forces over the Marne) in order to advance to Pa^ 
ris, on the other fide of that river, while fo ftrong 
a fortified pa(s as U^ny lay behind him. And it 
was (till more difficult to believe, that in the face 
of fuch an army as lay ready to attadc him* he 
would undertake the tiegj^ of U^y ; efpectally 
as the river lay between him and that place. It 
was the laft of thefe meafures however, on which 
the duke of Parma had refolved ; and all his 
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Book defence of places, he attempted to do it all at 
^^^j'^ once, and thereby threw his men into confufion. 
IS90- ^^^^ blunder was perceived by the aflailants, who 
returned inftantly to the charge with redouUed 
fury, and after taking La-fin himfelf prifoner, put 
mod of the garrifon to the fword, while the king 
ftood a forrowful fpe£tator of the lois of the plaoe^ 
and the flaughter of his men. 

Rdicf of After the taking of Lapiy, no other obilacle 
***"*• remained to prevent the Spaniards from approach- 
ing Paris on that fide of the river, but the garri- 
fons at the bridges of St. Maur and Charenton. 
Thefe were eafily overcome, and the convoys with 
provifions advanced without moleftation to the gates 
of the city. The joy of the Parifians on this oc- 
cafion may be more eafily imagined than defcribed; 
they poured forth in multitudes to receive that 
food of which they ftood fo much in need, and 
every tongue celebrated in the higheft ftrains the 
praifes of their deliverer. 

Error of the |sIo pcrfon admired more that dexterity by which 
French mo- ^^^ ^^j^^ ^^ Parma had accomplilhed his defign^ 
than the king himfelf ; but his generous fpirit was 
feverely mortified, and he had the greater reafon 
for the chagrin which he felt on this occafion ; be- 
caufe, if, inftead of encamping his army at Chelles, 
he had followed the counfel of the wife La Noue, 
and advanced as far as Claye, Lagny might have 
been faved, and the Spanifli army fo long retarded, 
that the Parifians muft have thrown themfelves up- 
on his mercy. 

Henry's uneafinefs was greatly augmented 
when he confidered, that at prefent it wasimpoffi* 
ble for him by any bold decifive ftroke to retrieve 
his error. He knew it to be vain to entertain the 
hopes of forcing the duke of Parma, now when the 
end of his expedition was accompli(hed,toexpofe his 
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troops to the rifk of a battle. His own army was Book 
greatly weakened by ficknefs, and the fatigues of a X XTI. ^ 
long campaign. All the country round being laid^ cqo'~' 
wafte, he b^n to feel a fcarcityof proviuons; ^^^* 
his exchequer was exhaufted, and many of his no- 
bility and gentry, who ferved at their own ex- 
pence, having no farther expectations this feafon 
of either fubduing Paris, or compelling the ene^ 
my to engage, were impatient to depart. Deter- 
mined by thefe motives, he retired to St. Dennis, 
and having difbanded the greateft part of his for- hc ditbud^ 
ces, he fent the nobility to provide for the fecurity ^ *^^* 
of the feveral provinces in which their intereft lay, 
retaining only a flying army of his beft troops, 
with which he intended during the winter to check 
the progrefi of the enemy. 

This little army was not ib formidable as to s'tne of 
prevent the duke of Parma from undertaking^'"'*'"** 
whatever enterprize he ftiould incline. At the de- 
fire of Mayenne, and the other heads of the league, 
he laid fiege to Corbeil ; and notwithftanding the 
moft obftinate refiftance, he took it by aflault, 
but not till he had fpent many days in the fiege, 
and loft a great number of men. 

Being defirous to preferve in his own hands an 
acquifition which had coft him fo dear, he propof- 
ed to the leaders of the league to put in Corbeil a 
garrifon of his Walloon or Italian forces. By this 
propofal perhaps he meant only to make trial of 
their difpofition towards the catholic king ; or, 
confidering how averfe he himfelf had ever been 
from his prefcnt expedition, he intended to make 
Philip fenfible of the difficulty of deriving any 
fubftantial advantage from taking fo deep an inte« 
reft in the aflfairs of France. 

Whatever was his motive, Mayenne, and the 
other leaders, declined confenting to his propofal, 
aad in their refufal gave him a clear difcovery 
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of their jealoufy and fufpicion. This difcovery 
confirmed him in his opinion, that matters were 
far from being ripe for the execution of Philip's 
defigns, and that probably he (houid never be able 
to accomplilh them by any other means than by 
protracting the war, till the ftrength and patience 
of the contending parties were exhaufted. This 
plan had, as mentioned above, been recommend- 
ed to Philip by the duke himfelf ; and conforma- 
bly to it, he refolved, fince neither party was in 
immediate danger of being overpowered, to return 
to the Netherlands. Other motives concurred in 
determining him to form this refolution ; the in- 
clemency of the feafon, the ficklin.efs of his ar- 
my, the want of money, and a fcarcity of provi- 
fions i which laft was fo great, as made it necefla- 
ry for him fometimes to fuffer his troops to plun* 
der the inhabitants, 'although he forefaw that his 
granting this permiffion muft not only prove preju- 
dicial to his difcipline, but contribute likewife ta 
alienate the affeCtions of the people, and thereby 
to obftruft his mailer's views. 

The catholic leaders, who had expe£ted that he 
would have remained in France till the king was 
totally fubdued, laboured with much importunity 
to divert him from his purpofe ; but all their argu- 
ments were incffedual. The ftate of affairs in the 
Netherlands, he informed them, rendered his re- 
turn indifpenfably neceffary, but he would fend 
them money, and leave fuch a number of troops 
as would enable them to profecutc the war. Nei- 
ther the money ^ nor troops ' which he promifed 
were anfwerable to the fanguine expedlations which 
they had formed. They faw that Philip, notwith- 
flanding the feeming zeal with which he had 

efpoufed 

d Thirty thoufand ducats. 
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cfpoufed their cau(e, was furely aftuated by fome Book 
private motive of ambition ; that there vjras no- ^^]^^}}^ 
thing farther from his intention than to bring the 
Vfzr to a conclufion, and that he would never con- ^ ^' 
tribute cfFeftually to their gaining a vidlory over 
their enemies, unlefs he himfelf were to reap the 
fruits of it. They found it neccffary however to 
conceal their fufpicions, and to accept of the fcan- 
ty fupply of money and troops which the duke 
had offered. Farncfe in the mean time was pre- 
paring for his march *» and, as he could not doubt 
that Henry would give him all the annoyance in 
his power, he employed the fame precautions as he 
had done formerly when he left the Netherlands, 
Having drawn up his army in four divifions, he 
marched always in the order of battle : the coun- 
try through which he pafled was diligently recon- 
noitred by the light horfe, and his camp was every 
evening fecured by ftrong intrenchments. 

Notwithstanding thefe precautions, thcThcdake 
king was determined not tofuffer him to return un-JJ^"jg" J^^ 
molefted. With this intention he had brought a landt- 
feledt body of troops to Compeigne, near the bor- 
ders of Picardy, and he fet out with them from 
that place, as foon as he got information of the 
enemy's route, inflamed with the defire of taking 
vengeance for the injuries he had received. Henry 
had full fcope in the prefent fcene of adlion for his 
wonted bravery and vigilance, nor did he fuffer 
any opportunity to efcape of exerting thefe qua- 
lities with fignal damage to the enemy. Hover- 
ing perpetually round them, he attacked them 
fometimes in the front, when they Icaft expedted 
it, fometimes in the flank, and fometimes in the 
rear, giving them no refpite night or day, and 
filling their minds with continual apprehenflons 
and alarms. 

X z No 
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No general could have made greater efforts with 
{o finall a force ; and if the Spaniards had been 
irgo. commanded by a general le(s diftingui(hed than 
the duke of Parma for prudence and circumfpec* 
' tion, it is impoflible, confidering the length of 
their march, the badnefs of the roads, and the 
feafon of the year, but they muft have been often 
thrown into confufion, and the greater part of 
them {leftroyed. But the duke's vigilance was 
not inferior to the activity of the king ; while he 
was perpetually on his guard, and ever ready to 
allift whatever part of his army was attacked, he 
fuf&red no provocation to divert him from the pro- 
fecution of his march ; and at laft he brought his 
troops, though not without confiderablc lofs, yet 
in good order, into the province of Hainault^ 



PART II. 

Afftinof npHE duke of Parma, on his return to the 
STttiuTtt. ^ Netherlands, found that all the unhappy con- 
feqoiences which he foretold had arifen from his 
abfence. Having drained his finances by the 
French expedition, many of the troops left in the 
Low Countries had mutinied on account of their 
want of pay. The forces of the confederated 
itates had over-run the fertile provinces of Brabant 
and Flanders ; and prince Maurice having made 
himfelf mafter of a great number of the fmaller 
towns upon the frontier, had paved the way for 
future conquefts. 

These misfortunes gave the duke of Parma the 
greater uneafinefs, as he had little profpe£t of be- 
ing able foon either to retrieve his lolles^ or to 

make 
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make reprifab on the enemy. Finding by his in- 
ftnidtions from the court of Spain, that Philip wa35 
as much intoxicated as ever with his ambitious 
views on France, he was obliged to ftation the 
greateft part of his troops in the province of Artois 
and Hainault, where they might be ready to march, 
if neccffary, to the afliibnce of the league. And 
thus feveral of the mod important towns, which 
lay next to the revolted provinces, being badly fur- 
niihed with garrifons to defend them, were expof*' 
cd an eafy prey to the enemy. The confederates 
were too fagacious not to difcern the advantage 
which was thus prefented to them : whereas they 
had, till lately* been (atisfied with defending their 
frontier, which they had done with much anxiety, 
and often without fuccefs ; they now took courage 
from the diftradtions in which Philip's prepofterous 
ambition had involved him, and rcfolved to exert 
themfelves with vigour in carrying on an oiTenfive 
war. 

The year 1591 had juft begun, when colonel Princ«Ma». 
Norris led out the garrifon of Oftend, which had"** *^ 
been reinforced by troops from England ; and hav- 
ing taken the fort of Blakemberg, between Oftend 
and Sluys, he laid a great part of Flanders open 
to his incurfions. Soon afterwards another party 
of the forces of the States furpriled the forts of 
Tumhout and Wefterlo, in Brabant. But thefe 
conquefts were inconfiderable when compared with 
thofe of prince Maurice, who having put his troops 
in motion, as early as the feafon would permit, 
opened the campaign with the fiege of Zutphen, zatphen, 
and foon compelled the garrifon to furren- 
dcr. 

Faom this i^ace he led his army againft Deven- •^ Deven- 
tcr, a town of ftill greater importance than Zut- ^"' 
phen. Deventer had been, as above related, be- 
trayed to the Spaniards by Sir William Stanly ; 

and 
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and Maurice was carneftly folicited to undertake 
the fiege of it, at this time, by colonel Verc, who 
, -o,. was fired with the generous ambition of wiping out 
the reproach which Stanly's treachery had brought 
upon his countrymen. Vere difplayed in this fiege 
all that bravery and condudt, for which he is fo 
highly celebrated by the cotemporary hillorians 5 
and next to Maurice, who conduAed the attack 
with confummate prudence, he principally contri- 
buted to the reduftion of the place. It was vigo- 
roufly defended by the count de Berg, coufin^er- 
man to the prince ; but the count being grievoufly 
wounded, and the wall on that fide where Verc 
loth jaoe. Commanded laid in ruins, the garrifon capitulated 
in a few days after opening the trenches, and the 
inhabitants returned under obedience to the States >• 

The duke of Parma in the mean time laid fiege 
to the foi^ of Knotzenberg, which Maurice had 
built in the end of the preceding year. By this 
fort, the confederates commanded the navigation 
of the river, and gave fuch annoyance to Nimc- 
guen, as made the duke extremely uneafy about 
the fate of that important city. In order to con- 
ceal his defign, he diredked his march firft towards 
the fort of Schenck. But Maurice was net de- 
ceived by this feint, and had taken care to ftrength- 
en the garrifon of Knotzenberg with an addition 
of fome chofen troops. 

We^«^".*« The duke therefore met with the moft vigorous 
horfe!"* refiftance, and loft a great number of his men ; 
ftill, however, he perfiftcd in the fiege. Maurice, 
dreading his fuccefs, relinquiJhed a fcheme which 
he had formed for the reduction of Groningcn, 
and having pafled the Waal, he pitched his camp 
within fight of the enemy. As he did not poflefs 

fuf- 

tVide Bcntivoglio, p. 350, Grotius, p. 145. Meteren^ 
p. 530. 
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fuflScient force to zrjbzt trcrr 3nra. "-re -rrrair: I ' » 
only to encourage tbc girrSzti zj ns 
or to ftraiten thcdsie's c-^t^n^ ir.i is ri-'-ir:.'^ 
his convoys. Ma::y liirrz. jies r^<n » :*- -nrcjiri 
fuccefs, till Ma'^rice at jcr/zrh '^jzrji a^- 'crxr-L-- 
nity of putting in przircc t::e f--r.'P .ts n.-i.--5^Tr= : 
Having planted an arnh»-ih ^c h- f trirti rrv:c% 
he marched up to the erjsrri'* carzp- 2.—-tritn rn- 
count Solracs and cciccei %>r^ ir r-jt ti^3*i cc 
fome companies of fccn*. The d_<^ erk cm-m- 
fpedl and cautious oc rr.'s ccclS-jc tr-sr: .'i^ 
fent out ten compan'es cf Sxrjiii.'h ir-i-i Iii. i^ b'-ci* 
to attack him. A £frce r»::r:ii:t.*T er. ':^. A^-*^- 
ably to orders, the prr.ot'f tr':r-5 rxn x^T/ri 
their backs and fitd, TSe r-:-}!. ::s p-n'-'t^ » '-h 
ardour, till they had ps^fTtd a rAT-^** c^tfL-^ and a 
bridge, when Miurce return:::^ fj^idtrly to the 
charge, and the fodders in arr^C-fh pc-^rrg ':n --p- 
on them from both Gdes, their rer-m to ihc ca,T>p 
was intercepted, ar.d alrrv.fl all of them were put 
to the fwcrd or taken pril'jcers. 

This difafter affiicted tfcc duke of Parma 
in the mod fenfible manner ; a great cumber of 
the officers who fell were h:s countrymen, mary 
of whom were perfons of rank, in whofe fonune 
he was particularly mtercfted. He perceived that, 
if he remained in his prefent (ituation, he muft 
find it extremely diScult, from the diminution of 
his cavalry, to fupply his army with provifions, and 
he had not as yet made any confiderable progrefs 
in the fiege. 

He would dill however have profecuted his en- 
terprize, if he had not been obliged to dcfift from 
it by orders which he received from Philip, to adt 
only on the defenfive in the Netherlands, and to 
fparc his troops as much as poffible for another ex- 
pedition 
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ptedition into France. Maurice hoped to have 
_ _, gained fome advantage over Farnefe in his retreat 
1591. froni Knotzcnberg ; but both tti this, and in his 
paflage over the Waal, fuch wife precautions were 
employed, as rendered it impoffible for the prinoe 
to annoy him ; while they filled that young hero 
with the higheft admiration of the duke of Par- 
ma's (kill, and furnifhed him with important lef- 
fons in the military art, which he put in practice 
on many occafions afterwards with fignal glory and 
fuccefe. 

Ion6{^^' . Having pafled the river, and put his troops 
Hnift, in fafety, the duke ordered new levies to be made 
in Germany, Burgundy, and the fouthem pro* 
vinces of the Netherlands ; after which, he went, 
on account of his indifpofition, to drink the waters 
at Spa. He had no fooner fet out, than prince 
Maurice having embarked four thoufand foot and 
fix hundred horfe, made a fudden defcent on that 
part of Flanders called the county of Waes, and 
invefted the town of Hulft. Mondragone, the go- 
vernor of Antwerp, loft no time in drawing toge- 
ther fuch forces as were ftationed in the neighbour* 
ing places, with an intention to raife the fiege. 
But Maurice having pierced the dykes, had laid 
the country under water, and rendered it impoffi- 
b)e for Mondragone to approach. Agreeably to the 
intelligence which had induced the prince to en- 
gage in his prefent enterprize, Ae garrifon of Hulft 
was weak, and they were badly furnlflied both 
with provifions and military ftores. Their defence 
therefore was fpiritlefs and feeble, and they foon 
Agreed td a furrender. 

tndj^ime. From Hulft, Maurice returned unexpediedly 
'"'"• to Knotzenberg ; and as there was no Spanilh ar- 
my near, he threw a bridge over the Waal, and laid 
fiege to Nimeguen. The garrifon, confifting of Ger- 
mans and Walloons^ made feveral fallies to retard his 

approach ^ 
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approach ; and, if they had been fcconded by the Book 
townfmen, the redudion of a place of fo great ex- ^J^^^ ^ 
tent and ftrength as Nimeguen, muft have detained '^'"jC"' 
hira long. But he had for fome time pad held a '* 
fecret correfpondence with fome of the principal in- 
habitants, and the people in general were extreme- 
ly difafFeftcd to the Spanifh government. They 
took courage now, when Maurice was at hand to 
fupport them, and having rifen tumultuoufly, re- 
quired the garrifon, in the moft peremptory man- 
ner, to put an end to their calamities by a furren- 
der of the town. The garrifon, confcious of their 
inability to refift both the citizens and the enemy^ 
complied with their requeft ; and Maurice was re- 
ceived by them rather as their deliver from flavery, 
than as a conqueror by whofe arms they had been 
fubdued. They were admitted to the feme privi- 
leges as the other towns of the confederacy ; and 
although theadminiftration was put into the hands 
of the proteftants, yet nopunifhment was inflicted 
on any of the catholi^ i>y whom the city had 
been kept fo long under die Spanifli government. 

After this important acquifition, Maurice fet 
out for the Hague, and received there the moft 
flattering teftimonies of gratitude, attachment, and 
refpeft. The prudence with which his enter- 
prizes had been concerted, and the celerity and vi- 
gour with which he had carried them into execu- 
tion* filled all Europe with his renown, and gave 
his countrymen the moft fanguine hopes of future 
profperity and fuccefs. 

Their condition was extremely different at this state of the 
period from what it bad ever been fince the confe-^^*'*'"^' 
deracy had been formed : till lately they had expe- 
riencttl an uninterrupted courfe of calamities ; they 
had been perpetually difturbed with inteftine broils^ 
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Book and had lived under continual anxiety, occafioned 
^^^ partly by the neighbourhood of their aftive enter- 
*^J?C7|' prifmg enemy, and partly by the perfidious defigns 
of thofe whom they had intrufted with the reigns 
of government. But their domeftic diflenfions were 
now compofed ; the enemy was removed to a great- 
er diftance, and their frontier was formed either 
by towns ftrongly fortified, or by navigable rivers, 
in which they could avail themfelves of the fuperi- 
ority of their naval force. They were no longer 
difquteted by fufpicions of the fidelity of tteir 
governors, and the lofs which they had fuffered by 
the death of the prince of Orange, was compen* 
fated by the extraordinary merit of his fon. 

Fmcha£» But there was nothing which contributed (b 
^^* much to infpire them with their prefent hopes, as 
their knowledge of Philip's attention being ftill as 
much engroffcd as ever with the affairs of France. 
In profccution of his plan for acquiring the (bve- 
reignty of that kingdom, by fomenting the war, 
he had, after the duke of Parma raifed the fiege 
of Paris, afforded the leaders of the league only 
fuch aiTiftance as was neceflfary to fave them from 
being overwhelmed. Their power was at this 
time exceedingly reduced, while that of the king 
had received a proportional augmentation. By his 
bravery and good condudk, joined to his clemency 
and moderation, Henry had allured great numbers 
of his rebellious fubjeAs to their duty ; and had, at 
the fame time, engaged the proteflants in Germa- 
ny, and the queen of England, to intereft them- 
felves more deeply than ever in his caufe. For fe- 
veral months paft he had been abfolute mailer of 
the field, and he had lately begun the fiege of 
Rouen, with an army amounting nearly to thirty 
thoufand horfe and foot. Both the town and gar* 
rifon were commanded by the Sieur de Villars, 
who difplayed the higheft degree of intrepidity^ 
vigilance, and fkili in the defence. But there was 
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little probability of his being able to defend it long Book 
againft fo powerful an army, whofe operations ^^^^ , 
were condudtcd by fo great a mafter in the art of^^^^ 
war. 

The duke de Maycnne,and other catholic lead- siege of 
ers, dreaded, that the redudtion of fo important a ^*^"' 
place as Rouen would prove fatal to their party, 
and they had exerted themfelves ftrenuoufly to re- 
lieve it ; but having no army, with which they 
could venture to enter the lifts with the king, they 
had recourfe as formerly to Philip, and fpared no 
pains to convince him, that, if he did not fpeedily 
interpofe, Rouen, and all the other towns in their 
poffefl'ion muft, ere long fubmit to the king's 
vidorious arms. They were feconded in their ap- 
plication by the Spanifh minifters in France •, and 
in confequence of inftrudlions fent from Madrid to 
the duke of Parma, that general, after his return 
from Spa, had been entirely occupied in preparing 
to lead his army a fecond time to the aififtance of 
the league. 

His preparations were finilhed about the middle ookc o# 
of December, and on the 21ft of that month be- |^;;,J"J*p^*' 
gan his march, taking the fame precautions as in diiion into 
his former expedition. He was joined by the duke^""^** 
de Mayenne in the Province of Picardy, and his 
army, after the reinforcement brought him by the 
duke, amounted to five and twenty thoufand foot 
and fix thoufand horfe. 

As in order to preferve his troops frefli and vi- 
gorous, he marched only a few miles each day, 
it was near the end of January before he reached 
the province of Normandy. At that time the fiegc 
of Rouen was far advanced, and the garrifon was 
reduced to the laft extremity. When the king 
therefore heard of the duke of Parma's approach, 
he could not rcfolve to relinquifh his enterprife ; 
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Book but he left his infantry to profecute the fiege, and 
^^^^^ advanced towards the duke with, his cavalry^ 
^>59^ . hopes that, by harafling and retarding him on 
his march, the garrifon would be obliged to capi- 
tulate before he could arrive. 

Danger of gj^ hts vigilance, intrepidity and quick difcem- 
amIic! menr, Henry was admirably fitted for the bold 
and dangerous enterprife in which he was now en- 
gaged ; but his impetuous courage was not always 
under the government of prudence, and betrayed 
him fometimes into rafh and defperate attempts, 
more becoming an ofBcer of inferior rank^ than a 
general or a king. Of this he gave a ilriking proof 
in his conduct on the prefent occafion. Having 
advanced before the reil of the cavalry with three 
or four hundred horfe, lie met unexpectedly, near 
the town of Aumalc, with the forerunners of the 
duke of Parma's army, and he repulfed them with 
little difficulty; but although the whole Spanifh 
army was in fight, he would not retire till he had 
taken a view of the order of their march, nor even 
after he faw the duke's light horfe advancing to- 
wards him. With thefe likewife he encountered, 
and fought long and defperately, till many of his 
troops had fallen by his fide, and he himfelf was 
wounded. Had not the duke of Parma fufpcfked 
an ambufcade, he might eafily have cut off the 
king's retreat. He was urged by Mayenne to fend 
forward more troops for that purpofe ; but he re- 
fufed to comply with the duke's requeft; and 
when he was afterwards reminded of the opportu- 
nity which he had loft, he replied, that he could 
not reproach himfelf for his condudt, as he fup- 
Pofed that, in the king of Navarre, he had a 
great general to contend with, and not merely the 
captain of a troop of horfe. 

Henry was no fboner able, after his wounds 
to get on horfeback, than he refumed his firft de- 
fign of anroying the enemy on their march ; and 
this he did with more circumfpe£tion than before* 

but 
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but with fuch indefatigable vigour and aftivity, as Boo * 
kept the duke of Parma in perpetual alarms. Se- ^ ''• 
veral warm rencounters pafled, in which the ^TsoTT' 
fuccefs was various. The duke's vigilance, and the 
perfedl dtfcipline which he maintained, preferv- 
ed his army from fuftaining any great calami- 
ty. His march however was confiderably retard- 
ed, and there was mudh reafon to apprehend, that 
the befieged would be compelled to furrender be- 
fore he could advance to their relief. 

Nothing lefs than the intrepidity and (kill of ^p'"^5?J; 
ViUars could have protracted the fiege to fo great urt. 
a length. This brave man, far from having any 
thoughts of capitulating, afpired to the glory of 
raifing the fiege without the afBftance of the Spa- 
niards. With this view he refolved to take advan- 
tage of the abience of the king, and to exert at 
once his whole force in an attack on the befiegers. 
Never was attack condudted with more intrepidity 
and vigour. Great numbers of the royalifts were 
put to the fword ; the marflial dc Biron, their 
commander in chief, was wounded ; their trenches 
were filled up ; many of their cannon were fpik- 
ed, or buried in the ditch ; and their ftores of 
provifion and ammunition were either carried into 
the town or deftroyed. ViUars was at laft repulfed, 
and obliged to retire within the walls ; but not till 
the enemy had fufFered fo much lofs by the flaugh- 
ter which he committed, and the deftru6tion of 
their woiks and ilores, that he expected to be able 
to defend the town for feveral months longer, if 
his ganiibn were reinforced. 

Of this happy change in his fituation, Villars 
gave immediate notice to the duke of Parma, and 
advifed him to turn his arms to fome other quarter, 
where they might be employed with greater ad« 
vantage to the common caufe. It was fufpedted, 
that vaniQr had confiderable influence in prompting 
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Villars to give this advice. The duke was withia 
two days march of Rouen when he received it, 
and he immediately called a council of war to con- 
fider of what was proper to be done. 

He was himfelf of opinion, that he ought ftill 
to purfue his march, in order to attack the enemy 
before they had recovered from their confufion ; 
and he obferved, that if he (hould only fend a 
reinforcement to the garrifon, as the governor had 
defired, the king of Navarre would inflantly re- 
new the operations of the fi^e, and probably ex- 
ert himfelf with greater vigour than before. But 
the duke de May enne and the other French nobility, 
lefs bold on this occafion than the duke of Parma, 
reprefented, that notwithftanding the difafter which 
had befallen the royalifts, it would be extremely 
dangerous to attack them in their intrenchments 
whilft their cavalry were fo numerous ; that vrhen 
the nobility who fcrved without pay, and were al- 
ready impatierrt under the length of the fiege, and 
the rigour of the feafon, faw that there was no 
profp^ of a battle, they would leave the camp, 
and retire to their refpedtive homes ; that the duke 
might then attack the king with the higheft pro- 
bability of fuccefs ; and that till then the troops 
might either be employed in fome other enterprifc, 
or condudted to winter quarters, whence they 
might iiTue forth fre(h and vigorous, when a more 
advantageous feafon for adtion (hould arrive. Whe- 
ther Mayenne fpoke from conviftion on this oc- 
cafion, or from his dread of the duke of Parma's 
acquiring too great a fuperiority over the king, 
is doubtful. Farnefe was not entirely fatisfied 
with his reafoning, and could not approve of a 
refolution to negledt one favourable opportunity, 
on account of the uncertain expectation of an- 
other. But as the propofal was perfectly confift- 
ent with his plan of protracting the war, he 
complied with it ^ and having fent eight hundred 
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feledt troops to reinforce the garrifon of Rouen^ 
he led his army back to Picardy, and invefted the 
town of St. Elprit de Rue. ^7591 

He had no fooner fet out, than the king applied 
himfelf with the uimoft diligence to the profecu- 
tion of the fiege of Rouen ; and as he received at 
this time a feafonable fupply of cannon and ammu- 
nition from the States of Holland, he was ena- 
bled to carry on his operations with greater fuccefs 
than ever. 

In a few weeks the garrifon was again reduced The fiegeof 
to the mod critical fituation, and Villars, not- f^***' "^ 
withftanding the confidence, of which he had 
lately given fo ftrong a proof, was obliged to let 
the duke of Parma know, that if he did not re- 
turn to his relief before the twentieth of April, he 
would find it neceffary to give up the town. 
Mayenne was now as folicitous to perfuade the duke 
of Parma to lead his arm) againft the king, as tie 
had been formerly reluftant and averfe. And the 
duke more readily yielded to his defire, as certain 
intelligence had been received, that, agreeably to 
Mayenne's prediction, the cavalry in the king's 
army did not at this time amount to more than the 
half of their former number. Having drawn 
off his troops from St. Efprit de Rue, he fet out 
without delay for Rouen, and proceeded with fo 
great expedition, that he performed the fame march 
in fix days, which had formerly coft him twenty. 

The king was equally difappointed and furprif- 
cd when he heard of his approach. He dreaded 
the danger to which his army would be expofed, 
if he remained in his prefent fituation, between fo 
brave a garrifon on the one hand, and the Spanifh 
army on the other ; and he would have gone to 
meet the duke of Parma at a diftance from the 
town ; but finding, upon an accurate review, of his 
troops, that they were greatly inferior in number to 
the enemy, he raifed the fiege, after it had lafted ^ .j ^^ 

for 
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for five months, and retired to Pont de rAicfae. 
with a refolution to wait there for the return of 
his nobility. The duke of Parma in the mean 
time advanced in battle array, and entered Rouen 
in a kind of triumph. From Rouen he led his ar- 
my by the advice of Mayenne, and the other lea- 
ders of the league, agamil Caudebec; which it 
was thought neceflary to reduce, before the deli- 
verance of Rouen could be deemed complete. 

Duke of In taking a review of the fortifications, and 
wo'ondcdat marking the ground for batteries, which he did, 
caudebec. gg q^ other occafions, with his own hand, he re- 
ceived a wound by a muflcet-ball, which entered 
his arm a little below the elbow, and pierced 
downward till it lodged in his wrift. Without any 
change in his voice or countenance, he continued 
to give his orders as before, nor could his Ton and 
the other by-ftanders perfuade him to retire till he 
had inftruded them fully in his defigns. In order 
to difcover the courfe of the ball, his furgeon found 
it neceflary to make three different incihons ; and 
the pain occafioned by thefe and the wound brou^t 
on a fever, which confined him to his bed for fe- 
veral days. This accident had almoft proved fatal 
to his army and to the league. The liege of Cau- 
debec was conduded agreeably to his diredion, 
and was foon brought to a conclufion ; but in un- 
^ dertaking this fiege, the duke had committed the 
only confiderable blunder which we meet with in 
the hiftory of his life. Caudebec lies in the penin- 
fula of Caux, which is formed by the Seine on the 
weft, and the fea and the river d'£u,or Brefle, on 
the north and eaft. As the king, by poifefling the 
towns of £u, Arques, and Dieppe, commanded 
the entrance into Caux from the eaft, it was impof- 
fible for the army of the league to get out of 
it, but either by crofling the Seine, or return- 
ing fouthward the fame road by which they bad 
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had entered the pcninfula. In this way they might ^^J',,^ 
have efcaped, if they had attempted it in time ; ,^.^ 
and perhaps they would have done fo, had i^^j. 
it not been judged neceffary for the general's re- 
covery, that he ihould remain for feveral days at 
Caudbec. 

The king quickly perceived the advantage '^^^ ^"^ '^ 
which was prefented to him, aiid exerted himfelf "l, .' 
with ardour to improve it. Having immediately^--^ 
after he had raifed the fiegc of Rouen, difpatched 
mefTengers to fummon his nobility to return to his 
camp, they had obeyed his fummons with their 
wonted alacrity ; and in the fpace of a few days, 
his army was augmented to feventeen thoufand 
foot, and between feven and eight thoufand horfe.. 
With this army he left Pont de L' Arche on the 30th 
of April, and arrived on the fame day within 
fight of the enemy, who had encamped at Yvetor, 
which lies at the diftance of three or four miles 
from Caudbec. 

Henrv*s firft care was to fortify his camp in 
fuch a manner, that it might not be in the power 
of the enemy to compel him to engage; and his 
next, to make himfelf mailer of all the defiles 
through which they might attempt to force their 
paflage. Many hot rencounters happened, in which 
both parties gave confpicuous proofs of prowcfa 
and intrepidity. The royalifts were frequeiuiy re 
pulfed from their ftations, and much blood was 
fpilt. But at lafl- they accompliflied their defign, 
and hemmed in the enemy fo clofely, that it was 
no longer pfadticable for them to approach to i^ie 
Gudet from the peninfula. In this fituation they 
remained a fortnight^ Their flock of provifions 
was almoft fpent, ana Henry began to indulge the 
flattering hope, that in a few days they would 
lay down their arms. 

Vol. II, Y Nothing 
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Book Nothing but the bold inTentive genius of the 
J^^ duke of Parma could have faved them from this 
1 592. difgrace : he had erred when he had entered the 
Their ptf. peninfula, while fo vigilant an enemy as Henry 
sSn/lt * ^^s ^^ ^^^' Neither the importunity of the chiefs 
ctudb€c. of the league, nor his ignorance of the country, 
nor the hopes of finilhing his enterprize before the 
king could arrive, are entirely fufficient tojuftify 
his conduft. But he now fully atoned for his im- 
prudence in expofing his troops to fo great a ri(k, 
by the extraordinary capacity and vigour which he 
exerted in their deliverance. 

As foon as he had recovered from the diftref? 
occafioned by his wound, and taken a view of the 
pofition and ftrength of the enemy, he perceived 
that it would be in vain to attempt to force their 
lines ; and confequently that, there was no other 
way by 'which he could fave his army from capti- 
vity or ruin, but by tranfporting it over the river. 
To this expedient he refolved to have recourfe* 
and he communicated his defign to the duke de 
Mayenne, and fome others of his moft experienced 
officers, who all pronounced it to be impracticable. 
They . knew how difficult it was to pafs even the 
moft inconfiderable river in fight of an enemy, 
and they could not conceive it poffible for an army 
fo much encumbered with artillery and baggage, 
to pafs fo broad a river as the Seine at Caudbec, 
when not only a powerful enemy, fo vigilant as 
the king, but the Dutch (hips of war likewife, 
were prepared to obftrudt their paiTage. 

The duke was fully fenfible of all the difficul- 
ties with which his enterprize muft be attended* 
but as the urgent neceffity of his fituation would 
not fufFer him to relinquifti it, he perfifted in his 
refolution of attempting to carry it into execution. 

Having 
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Having firft cleared the river of the Dutch Bp » »c 
(hips, by planting batteries along the banks, he ^ 
ordered the Sieiir de Villars to hold all the boars ' 
and barks at Rouen in readinefs and to prepare a 
number of rafts of ftrong beams fit for tranfport- 
ing tfie artillery. After this, taking advantage of 
a thick mift, on the 1 6th of May, he fent out 
his cavalry by day-break, as if he intended an at- 
tack, and while the enemy were thus amufed, he 
drew ofFhis infantry from Yverot to Caudbec. The 
cavalry followed ; and as foon as they had retired, 
the king advanced with all his forcts, having no 
fufpicion of theduke*s defign, and wondering that 
he (hould have chofen to move b.is camp to a fitu- 
ation in which it was more confined and ftraiiened 
than before. Henry ftill thought of nothing but 
blocking up the paflages, and fortifying his camp 
fo as not to be obliged to accept of battle. 

While the king was thus occupied, the duke 
employed a great number of pioneers in raifing 
two forts, one on each fide of the river, diredly 
oppofite to each other, which he planted with can- 
non, and lined with mufketeers. To prevent the 
king from taking the alarm, he maintained all the 
fame appearances as formerly, of a defign to en- 
large his quarters, and frequent Ikirmifhes were 
fought. 

At laft every thing neceffary being prepared, 
the rafts and the boats (of which there was a 
great number at Rouen employed in the river 
trade) fell down with the ebbing tide, in the even- 
ing of the 20th of May ; and on the fame nighty 
the greateft part of the troops, artillery, and bag^ 
gage was tranfported. The king perceiving early 
next morning a change in the appearance of the 
enemy's camp, fent the baron de Biron to recon- 
noitre it. The baron returned immediately at full 
gallop, calling out, that the Spaniards were piil- 
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Book ing the river. Henry fet out without delay, at 
^^jl * the head of his cavalry. When he came in fight 

^"JTX^ he had the monification to obfervc, that only two 
or three thoufand of the Spaniards reniained on 
this fide, and that they were fo (kilfuUy defended 
by the fort, that he could not approach them with* 
out facrificing the lives of many of his troops. He 
then planted his artillery on a hill which command- 
ed the paflage, and the Dutch (hips came up the 
river from Quillebeuf ; but before the cannon were 
ready to fire, and before the Dutch were near 
enough to do execution, the rear of the Spaniards, 
conduded with much prudence by prince Rannu- 
cio, the duke of Parma's fon, had landed {afe on 
the other fide, and fet the boats on fire. 

Neither the king nor any of the French no- 
bility had ever fuff^ed that fuch a retreat was 
poflible ; and this circumftance, joined to the na- 
ture of the ground near Gtudbec, which concealed 
the duke of Parma's operations, contributed not a 
little to the fortunate iflue of his enterprife. Henry 
had for feveral days entertained the moft fanguine 
hopes of gaining a decifive viftory, which would 
probably have given him immediate pofleffion of 
his kingdom ; and his mortification now was in 
proportion to the confidence of his former expec- 
tations : it was the more fenfible and galling, as 
his infantry was & much exhaufted by the hard- 
(hips of a tedious winter's campaign, that it was 
impoflible for him at preient either to purfue the 
enemy, or to refumc the fiqge of Rouen. The 
duke de Mayenne entered this city with a part of 
the forces, and the duke of Parma directed his 
march towards the Netherlands, where he arrived 
in a few weeks without receiving any moleftarion 
by the way \ 

Whilb 

h D*Ayila» lib. xiil Bentiroglio, part U. lib. ri. aarf 
Thuanus, ii'\ ciii. 
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While Philip thus kept alive the flames of 
war in France, he had the good fortune to preferve 
his Spanifli dominions in a ftate of undifturbed ,-03^. 
tranquillity; and as a kingdom in this fituation Hid >nr of 
fumifties few materials for hiftory, hardly any Antonio pt- 
tranfadion pafled in Spain during feveral years' 
preceding the prefent period that deferves to be 
recorded ; but in the courfe of this year an affair 
happened which, while it marks the charadler, and 
Ihews the fecret life of Philip, was attended with 
the mod ferious confequences. 

Having been engaged in a love intrigue with 
Anna Mendoza, princefs of Eboli *, he had com- 
mitted the conduift of it to his fecretary Antonio 
Perez, who having frequent opportunities of con- 
verfing with that princefs, had become no lefs en- 
amoured of her dian the king -, and it was gene- 
rally believed that (he had niade him a full return 
to the paifion which her beauty had infpired. / At 
the time when Antonio's correfpondence witli the 
princefs was much talked of, Efcovedo, the friend 
and confident of Don John of Auftria, had arrived 
from the Netherlands, to folicit the king for the 
return of the Italian and Spanifh forces ; and find- 
ing the (ecretary averfe from Don John's defigns, 
he refolvedto take vengeance on him, by n^aking 
a difcovery to the king of what was reported of 
.^ntonio's familiarity with the princefs of Eboli. 
Philip readily believed this intelligence, and con- 
ceived an implacable refenjtment againft the fecre- 
tary; but he was animated at the fame time with 
hatred no lefs implacable towards Efcovedo ; who, 
he believed, had fomented Don John's ambition, 
and would fooner or later engine that prince in 
fome defperate enterprife inconuftent with his al- 

legiance* 
I The wife of Ray Gomez de Silva. 



Digitized by 



Google 



326 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

Book jegiance. Philip refolvcd to employ one of thcfe 
X^^^ men as the inftrument of his vengeance againft 

^<^^^^ the other, and gave a private order to Perez to 
'^^^ have Etcovedo aflalTmated. This order was exe- 
cuted without delay, and foon afterwards a pro- 
Tecution was begun againft the murderer, with 
Philip's pcrmiflion, by the widow and children of 
Efcovedo. /Philip intended by this meafure to re- 
move allTufpicionsof bdng acceflary to the mur- 
der. Hut dreading that Pere2 might, for his owi| 
exculpation, make a full dlfcovery, he wrote him 
feveral letters with his own hand, requiring that 
he would conceal the order which had been given 
him, ar.d alTuring him, that a ftop (hould foon be 
put to tiie profecution. It was (lopped accordingly ; 
r.nd akh ugb Perez was forbid to come to court 
himfv'f, he was allowed for fome years to tranfaft 
the feveral branches of public bufinefs which had 
, been intruded to him, by his deputies or clerks. 
But no time could afTuage the king's refentment: 
after fix years he commanded him to be tried for 
malvcrfation in the difcharge of his Office^ and 
liaving ordered a fine of thirty thoufand ducats to 
be impofed on him, he threw him into prifon, and 
lo.idcd him with chains. Perez was offered his li- 
berty, on condi[ion that he (hould give up all the 
king's letters relative to the murder of Elcovedo. 
He delivered fome of them, and was releafed ; 
but Philip was no fooner in poflcflion of die letters, 
than a new proccis on account (^f the murder was 
commenced. Perez was again thrown into prifon, 
and put to the torture ; and he now perceived, that 
nothing lefs thui his death was intended. With 
the afliftanceof his wife and friends heefcaped, and 
fled to Arragon, his native country, wliere he cx- 
peded to avail himfelf of the rights and privileges 
of the Arragonians. Philip no fr>ouer heard of his ef- 
cnpc, than he difpatched certain officers after him, 
M ho overtook him in the town of Calataiude ; and 
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having forced him from a monaftcry, where he ^^ ® * 
had taken refuge, condudled him to Saragofla. 2^^^ 
When he arrived in that city, he appealed to the ,^^2. 
Juftiza, to whom, according to a fundamental 
law of the conftitution^ an appeal was competent 
from every other judge whether civil or ecclefiafti- 
cal. 

B Y the Juftiza Perez was lodged in the ftatc 
prifon, callod the Manifeftation, to remain there 
till his caufc (hould be tried. But although no 
perfon could legally enter this prifon, without the 
fpecial permiflion of the Juftiza, the marquis of 
Almenar, the king's attorney for Arragon, broke 
into it with a body of armed men, and carried off 
Perez to the prifon of the inquifition. The peo- 
ple, who had ever been accuftomed to hold the per- 
fon and authority of the Juftiza in the higheft ve- 
neration, were inflamed with rage at this indigni- 
ty, and having rifen tumultuoufly, they refcued 
Perez from the inquifitors, furrounded the marquis 
of Almenar, and after reviling him as traitor to 
the liberty of his country, maltreated him in fuch 
a manner that he died foon afterwards of his 
wounds. 

Perez was again lodged in the prifon of ftate, 
and remained there for feveral months, during 
which time the governor, or viceroy, ordered thir- 
teen of the principal lawyers of Saragofla, to ex- 
amine whether the caufe belonged more properly 
to the Juftiza, or to the court of inquifition. After 
long deliberation they declared, that it would be 
a violation of the liberties of Arragon, if Perez 
were tried by any other judge than the Juftiza ; 
but afterwards, being either corrupted or intimi- 
dated, they reverfed this fentence, under the pre- 
tence of the prifoner's having held a fecret corref- 
pondence with the king of France, a heretic, and 
pronounced that it belonged to the inquifition to 
take cognizance of his caufe. 

The 
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The Juftiza paid no regard to this opinion of 
the lawyers, but perfifted in defending the pri- 
vil^es of his office, and in refufing to deliver up 
the prifoner. The viceroy had recourfe to force ; 
and having drawn together a great number of the 
familiars of the inquifition, he broke open the 
fiate prifon, loaded Perez with chains, and was 
carrying him off in a fort of triumph, when the 

Et>ple rofe a fecond time, and fet him at liberty. 
e immediately left the town, and made his efcape 
into France, where he gave ufeful information to 
the king with regard to the defigns and mealures 
of the court of Spain. 

Philip in the mean time reiblved not tonegIe& 
the opportunity which this (edition of the Arrago- 
nians aflforded him, to (hew how little he regarded 
thofe rights and privileges of which they had fhewn 
themfclves fo tenacious. Having formed an army 
of the troops which were quartered in different 
parts of Caflile, he gave the command of it to 
Alphonfo Vargas, with inftrudtions to march to 
Saragofla with the utmoft expedition ; and to pre- 
vent the A rragonians from preparing for refiftance, 
he gave out that this army was intended to aflift 
the catholics in France. The Arragonians how- 
ever having received certain intelligence of his de- 
fign, began to prepare for their defence. Lanuia, 
the Juftiza, having convened the principal inhabit- 
ants, and read to them a fundamental law of their 
conftitution, by which it is declared, that they 
have a right to oppofe by force the entrance of fo- 
reign troops into Arragon, even though the king 
himfelf fhould lead them, it was decreed with una- 
nimous confent, that conformably to this law they 
(hould take up arms on the prefent occafion, to 
prevent the entrange of the Caflilians under Vai]ga& 

Intimation 
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j Intimation of this decree was fentto the Book 
other cities of the province, and the inhabitants of XX IL 
Saragofla repaired in great numbers to the ftandard *— v^^ 
of liberty that was crcdted. But they had no leader ' 5^' 
of fufficieot capacity to conduct them, and there 
was no time for the peopje in other places to come 
to their afliilance. Varg^ having arrived much 
fooncr than they expected, they were overwhelm- 
ed with terror, and threw down their arms. 

Vargas entered the city without oppoHtiont Tbe /«j!is^ 
and caft fuch of their leaders as had not m^ their !l^^"*^ 
cfcape into prifon. Among thefe were the d^ke 
de Villa Hermofa, the count of Aranda, and the 
Juftiza. The two firft he fcnt prifoners to Ma^ 
drid, but he put the Juftiza publicly to death with- 
out either trial or fentence, and then confifcatcd 
his efFedls, and levelled his houfes with the grour^l ; 
ordering proclamation to be made in the aty, that 
fuch would be the punifhment of all th^/fe wb^>^ 
like Lanufa, fhould adventure to difpute the au^ 
thority of the king. 

The people heard this infulting procJanv^tvn 
with unfpeakable grief and indignation ^ b Jt ff^ 
were obliged to lament in (ccrct the ruin ^/f tbA 
invaluable rights which they were unable to dcf^r.^i* 
The palace of the inquifitioa was fortified, that it 
might ferve the purpofe of a citadel ; and a ftronj; 
body of Caftilian troops were quartered there and 
in the town, where they remained till the mir/h 
of the citizens were thoroughly fubdued. Khilip 
thought it unneceflary to abolifli fr^rmally thdr 
conftitution of government, as he had given thrm 
fufficient proof how infignificant they would find 
it^ if they (hould ever truft to it as a barrier agair.ft 
the encroachments of the regal power* 

While this tranfaftion pailed in Spain, th^f^Mn^^'^ 
duke of Parma had returned from France to the p^,ti^**^ 
Netherlands, and from thence the bad ftate of hia 
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J^ « ^ "^ health had made it neceflary for him to go once 
^ y^ j^ more to drink the waters at Spa. In the time of 
159Z. ^^^ French expedition, many of the troops which 
he had left behind him had mutinied ; and on his 
return from Spa, he had the mortification to find, 
that prince Maurice had fubdued the two import- 
ant towns of Steenwich and Covcrden, although 
the former of thefe places had been fortified in the 
ftrongeft manner, and was defended by a brave 
and determined garrifon of one thoufand fix hun- 
dred men. 

The duke*s chagrin at thefe events, contributed 
to quicken the progrefs of his difeafe, which hav- 
ing baffled the power of medicine, had now reduc- 
ed him fo low, that finding himfelf unable to fulfil 
the duties of his ofBce, he had applied to the king 
for liberty to retire. 

Hia dctih. But Philip believing that no other perfon was 
fo able to bring his fchemes in France to the defired 
iffue, refufed to grant his requeft ; and when he 
fignified his rcfufaU fent him inftruftions to return 
as foon as poffible to the afliftance of the League. 
The duke would not defert a ftation which he had 
filled with fo much honour, and refolved to ftnig- 
gle with his diftemper to the laft. Having by new 
levies fupplied fome of the vacancies in his alroy, 
he went, on the 29th of Oftobcr, to Arras, and 
there applied with his wonted afliduity to haflen the 
neceflary preparations for his expedition. The 
ft length of his mind counterbalanced for fevcral 
weeks the wcaknefe of his body. From the vigpur 
which he difplayed, thofe about him conceived 
hopes that his death was ftill at a confiderable dif- 
tance. But on the 3d of December, immediately 
after figning fome difpatches which had been pre- 
pared for his fubfcription, he expired in the forty- 
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fevenib year of h-s tz% v^d tre frcn 

government of the Neibtrli^di. 

In this manrer c'ed A^xiritr Firrtfe, d Ae of ^ 
Parma, wV»c1i:-ts our sd~ 'izic^^ r.3 ^e:s ;of h's t*. 
political wifd ma::d iag-.-rr, ih*-: o- aciccyjrrt of 
ihofe more I'p'end i rr. l.tary iilzr.is wL^h hive 
procured him K:ch G-fiir 2^::: nrd recown. It was 
by his prudence^ cioc:*r-i^iG, and addrefs, ny>re 
than by the fcrcs of arms, thi: he re-un.:ed lo 
great a part of the Seiherlar^ds to the Sparrifn mo- 
narchy ; ard if Philip '^-^d p^'d the Lame regard to 
bis opir.ion on a!' cccriilo^s, -^hich he d.d on i^me, 
it is probable :har the United Provinces wou;d h'vc 
been compelled to ren:ra to their a'ieoiance. Eng- 
land might in that cafe have betrn fubdued, and 
France might have been fwa^lo-ved up by the exor- 
bitant power of Spain. Though it was happy for 
Europe that Philip, blinded by flattery and ambiti- 
on, refiifed to iiilen to the counfcls that were of- 
fered him, yet we mufl admire that fiiperior fa- 
fracity and penerraiion bv which they were fug- 
g-fted. 

The duke of Parma in his youth gave no indi- 
cations of thofe extraordinary qualities with which 
nature had endowed him, and men were even dif- 
prjfed to think unfavourably of his underftanding ; 
but in the war with the Turks, in which he ferved 
under John of Auftria, the flame of his genius broke 
forth, and burnt afterwards through the whole of 
his life with unabating fplendor. His perfon was 
graceful, his eyes lively and penetrating, his man- 
ners courteous, his addrefs infmuating, and his 
temper generous and humane. 

His vices, fays a refpedable Dutch writer^, 
v/ere thofc of the age in which he lived, or of the 

court 

k Grotlus. 
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Book court in which he had been educated ; bat what 
^^ thefc vices were, neither this, nor any other hifto- 
*^?^ rian has informed us. He appears not lohave pof- 
feffed that winning fimplicity of manners, that per- 
fed ingenuity and candour, by which his great ri- 
val for military fame, the French monarch, was (b 
eminently diftinguilhed ; yet the proteftant, as 
well as popifh hiflorians acknowledge, that as he 
was dutiful and faithful to his prince, fo he m^n- 
tained the moft inviolable fidelity in all his en- 
gagements with the people of the Netherlands who 
fubmitted to his arms. 
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AF T F R the dcaih of rlie duke gF Parmot B ^o k 
Philip c^jf iim I L teci f lie giuvtrn men i of the Nc- X\Jf ^ 
ihcflninds tDDQLint Peter Erjieil of Majir^eldi, whrm ' — ^'^^^ 
he Drderrd tu ftud an army, withnui dday^ undercyJS^^' 
rhc cpminand of his ibn count Charles^ to the af-H^^h^ii 
iiftancc of I he Lxagac. Iji obedience to ihiaor-'"""^' 
dcr, Chirlfs immediately began his msfdi ^vith fix 
choulkud fool and one Lh^ufaDd horft?, whftJi was 
the grcateft riumbrr of troops ihtt tBuld be jpared 
ffom the defence of ihd NcrheflandSn Thefe rruops, 
svhcn joiaed by liiofe of the duke de Miyenne, 
compoftd an acmv cf fifteen tluiLiiiind foot [ind 
thret: [houfdrid horfe, of whicfi die duke wii in.- 
vcflod wufi ^hc chief com maiid^ 

He be^n his jjpemion^ with theficgcofNoy-siwoi 
on, in which he cjtcrtod himfeJf with exrraordina-'*"J"* 
vf TiguuTj and complied [hce^rrifua torurrcndcr, 

before 



;'B«|'T 



vl • 




HISTORY OF THE REIGM OF 

before the king could arrive to their relief From 

, Noyon the troops were led into U>wer Pi<^X 

where fome .nconfiderable places Merc ^S* 

ST^sSi ,„?,*J1V''°' ^V'u'"^/^^^"^^ y«^rs, wafted the hk«d 

^,k. ?ndtreafureofhisfubjeas, in fomentineVhcv^ 

t-««. m France, ,n expeaation of feme ^vo^bte^ 

Cr^ f ^?^"S upon the cro>*;! Ws^t^ 

^ refolved to make trial, whether it was p.iS«! 
b!e to reahfe thofe alluring hopes by wWcrhf^ 

fte« had repeatedly requefted the duke of Ma^e 
to fummon an affembly of the States of the l2^ 
that It might be known what catholic FH^:^^^ 
inclined to choofe for their f^enSon iJT" ^^ 
m cherifhed the liopes of attalnh^a^h. /^y«^ 
ty himfelf, in feme S^re morL"f"f o«^[^^^ 
and he abhorred the thoughts of havrncx tSfSl^ 
^atjon fubjeaed to the dominion of slatT ^J^ 
cnced by thefe motives, he had nn 2^ "" 

tcnces declined for fevend momk. ° ^'^"^ P^ 
Philip's requeft , but fi^i^^^u^ J^^^P^Ti^g ^^ 
diverted frLhiJpurpSre?"^^^^^^^^^^ 
his importunity, and as !;«»»-«». Jicaccl to 

meet at PaiB on the 56ih ^(i. Mates to 

fand five hundred and n^n^L"' ■?"">"' °^ *»»- 

"ifh lawyer. ,o this a^e^bly °^rheT"r "^P*- 

of the dcpu.ir^ghrbr^j:^v;£^.^ 
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before the king could arrive to their relief. From 
Noyon the troops were led into Lower Picardy, 
]7q ^ where fome inconfiderable places were reduced. 
But foon after this fuccefs, count Manfveldt with 
the Spanifli army returned to the Netherlands ; and 
the operations of war were interrupted by certain 
political negociations, from which i^hilip expeded 
to derive greater advantage than from the prc^refs 
of his arms. 

Convention H A viNG, during fcveral years, wafted the Uood 
^tbe^^*^** and treafure of his fubjefts, in fomenting the war 
Leagae. in France, in expectation of fome favourable op- 
portunity of feizing upon the crown, his patience 
had been for fome time paft exhaufted ; and he 
had refolved to make trial, whether it was praftica- 
ble to realife tbofe alluring hopes by which he had 
fo long been actuated. With this view his mini- 
fters had repeatedly requefted the duke of Mayenne 
to fummon an affembly of the States of the L^guc, 
that it might be known what catholic Prince they 
inclined to choofe for their fovereign. Mayenne 
ftill cheriflied the hopes of attaining the fovereign- 
ty himfelf, in fome future more favourable crifis ; 
and he abhorred the thoughts of having the Frcndi 
nation fubjedted to the dominion of Spain. Influ- 
enced by thefe motives, he had on different pre- 
tences declined for feveraJ months complying with 
Philip's requeft ; but finding that he would not be 
diverted from his purpofe, the duke had yielded to 
his importunity, and as lieutenant-general of the 
kingdom, had iffued a fummons for the States to 
meet at Paris on the 26th of January, one thou- 
fand five hundred and ninety-three. Philip fent 
the duke of Feria, and Mendoza, an eminent Spa- 
nifli lawyer, to this affembly ; and he fondly ima- 
gined, that by their influence, and that of the 
cardinal of Piacenza, the pope's legate, a majority 
of the deputies might be perfuaded to abrogate 

the 
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tlie Saiic law, and to place his daughter Ifabella Book 
on the throne. XXIII. 

But it foon appeared how much his mdiifters in ,«593. 
France had deceived him, and been themfcives ph^Jpf/^ ^^ 
deceived. Neither the money which he had fe- vicwi. 
cretly beftowed to increafe the number of his par- 
tizans, nor the armies which he had employed at 
fo great an expence in their behalf, had produced 
in any confiderable degree the efFefts which he ex- 
pcfted. Some of the greateft bigots in the party, 
and fomc of the loweft of the people only, had 
given credit to his profeffions of zeal for religion ; 
even the eyes of thcfe men were now opened, and 
they perceived how little they had been indebted to 
the friendftiip of a prince, who now difcovered, 
that his principal defign in aififting them againft: 
their enemies, had been to take advantage of their 
diftrefs, and to reduce them to the unhappy condi- 
tion of a province of Spain. For it was in this light 
they coniid^red his propofal ; and were no lefs 
alarmed at his demand of their crown for Ifabella, 
than if he had demanded it for hipifelf. In thefe 
fentiments the deputies were fecretly confirmed by 
Mayenne. But as both he and they were confcious 
that they were utterly unable to contend with 
Henry, if Philip (hould forfake them, they ftudi- 
ed to conceal their averfion toTiis propofal. They 
neither agreed to it, nor rejected it j but expreffed 
their (blicitude with regard to the perfon whom the 
catholic king (hould make choice of for his daugh- 
ter's hulband ; and infilled, that in the event of 
her eledtion, (he (hould not be married to any fo- 
reign prince. 

The Spanidi minifters informed them, that their 
mafter had indeed defigned to give her in marri- 
age to Erneft archduke of Auftria ; but fince it was 
not agreeable to the States, he was willing to be- 

ftow 
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ftow her upon the duke of Guife. The duke dc 
Mayenne did not expcdt this conceflion, and was 
greatly difconcerted when the Spanifh minifters pro- 
duced inftrudions, empowering them to make it. 
He was (lung with the preference which was given 
to his nephew before his fon ; and he now fecretly 
rcfolved to obftrudt the election of IfabcUa, to the 
utmoft of his power. Finding it neceffiiry how- 
ever to difguife his fentiments, he afFedked to be 
highly pleafed with the propofal ; but alleged 
that a regard to the honour of his catholic majefty, 
as well as to the fafety of the duke of Guife, re- 
quired that the election of Ifabella (hould be de- 
ferred till an army was aflembled, fufficient to over- 
power her enemies, and to fix her upon the throne. 
At prefent there was no army in France able to 
contend with the king of Navarre, and a confidc- 
rable time muft elapfe before fo great a force as 
was neceffary could be raifed. The Spanifh minifters 
were fenfiblc of the ftrength of this objection, they 
likewife knew that, without the afliftance of 
Mayenne, they could not perfuade the States to 
proceed to the eledWon, and therefore, without 
great oppofition, they agreed to a delay. In this 
manner did the duke de Mayenne, influenced part- 
ly by ambition, and partly by concern for the free- 
dom and independence of the kingdom, difap- 
point for the prefent Philip's plan to enflavc it ; and 
other events afterwards happened, which would 
have rendered it impoflible, even for Mayenne 
himfelf, had he been Co inclined, to carry it into 
execution. 

mb^clT' T"^ king of France, who knew the purpofefbr 
the catholic which the States had been convened, though he 
reiigioo. ^^ jjj ^ g^gj^^ meafure ignorant of Mayenne's 
views, dreaded violently his concurring with the 
Spaniards ; and felt great anxiety with refpe£fc to 
the confequences which might follow. For Phi- 
lip, 
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Jip* be believed, would r^ard an eledtion made Bo ok 
by the States of the Lo^e, diough only a fmall ^^™'_| ;^ 
part of the kingdom, as a fulBkient foundation lor ^ j^. 
his daughter's claim, and would employ all hia 
power to fupport it, whatever prqudice might 
thence arife to his affairs in the Netherlands. On 
the firft opening of the aflembly, Henry publiib- 
ed an edid, declaring it to be illegal. And he 
gave permiflion, at the feme time, to the catholic 
lords of his party, to enter into a conference with 
thofe of the Les^ue ; intendbg to prevent the 
States from proce^ing to extremities, by affording 
them the profpeft of his (peedy convemon to the 
popifh fiaith. 

This expedient was in fome meafure attended 
with the defired effe£t. The nobility of the 
League, difquieted with the apprehenfions of be* 
ing reduced under the dominion of Spain, and con« 
fcious, that if Philip fhould abandon them, they 
muft (oon yield to the king's vi€t(Mrious arms, were 
thrown into extreme perplexity ^ and many of 
them (hewed that nothing was wanting but Hen* 
ry 's converfion, to determine them to acknowledge 
his authority. This condition however was ftiil as 
neceiEiry as ever. From the long continuance of 
the war, "their religious prejudices weie become 
unconquerable. With thefe their fenfe of honour 
and confiftency confpired, and their regard to an 
oath which thc^ had fwom, never to acknowledge 
an heretical prince for their fovereign. They were 
confirmed in their refolution, by the pope's legate, 
and by the archbilhop of Lyons, and other parti^ 
sans of Spain ; and were (till as much determined 
as ever to adhere to their engagements, without 
regard to any inconveniences or dapgers, to which 
^ey mi^^t uiereby be expofed. 

While the delay of the king's converfion proved 

an infurmountable objection againft faim with the 
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Book members of the League, it gave the moft fcnfiblc 
XXIII, ^ uneafine(s to fuch of the catholics as had efpoufed 
his caufe. They had been induced to remain with 
him^ after the death of the late king, by his pro- 
mife of embracing their religion. They had often 
urged him to fulfil this promife. Amidft the hur- 
ry of arms, he had found it eafy to employ excu- 
fes, with which they had hitherto been fatisfied. 
But their patience was now exhaufted. They en- 
tertained fufpicions that he had dealt infincerely with 
them. Though brave and warlike, they were fick 
of the hardfhips and fatigues of war ; and they 
began to hold conferences together, on the fubjeft 
of transferring their allegiance to Henry's coufin, 
the cardinal of Bourbon. Henry perceived that 
the critical period was now come, when he muft 
refolve either to change his religion, or to forego 
the crown, and expofe himfelf and his proteftant 
fubjeAs to the fury and vengeance of all the ca- 
tholics in France, fupported by his inveterate ene- 
my the king of Spain. Even fome of the proteft- 
ant leaders were fo candid as to acknowledge, that 
without embracing the catholic faith, he would 
never be able to preferve poffeffion of the throne ; 
and they exhorted him to embrace it, if his con- 
fcience would permit, as the only means by which 
they, as well as his other fubjedts, could be faved 
from ruin. 

Never was an ingenuous prince placed in a 
more diftrefsful fituation. And never was a vir- 
tuous mind affailed by temptations more alluring. 
For he was not impelled only by ambition, or the 
defire of fecuringagreat and mighty monarchy to 
himfelf, and his pofterity. The defire of deliver- 
ing his people from calamities, which were become 
intolerable, co-operated with his ambition, and 
both together put his integrity to the fevereft trial. 

Without 
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Without any longer delay, he invited the ca- Book. 
iholic divines throughout his kingdomt tb come ^^^^ 
and inftrudt him in the principles of their religion ; 
and having heard him difcourfe concerning feveral 
of the points in difpute between the proteflants and 
them, he declared himfelf entirely fatisfied with 
their arguments, and foon afterwards went to mafs 
in the church of St. Dennis, where he read aloud 
his confefBon of the catholic faith, and promifed to 
maintain and defend it, againit whatever attempts 
might be made for its fubverfion. 

Henry's conduft on this occadon was very dif- 
ferently interpreted by his cotemporaries, accord- 
ing as they flood well or ill affected to his perfon, 
or to the religion which he had embraced. It was 
alleged by fome, that he had given a convincing 
proof of his indifference with regard to all religion, 
and that his converiion could be conlldered in no 
other light,but as hypocrify and grimace. But others 
more juftly obferved, that if Henry had been ca- 
pable of fb great infmcerity as his enemies afcribed 
to him, he would have liftened to his intereft at a 
much earlier period, and not have fo long expofed 
himfelf to the danger of being for ever excluded 
from the throne. That no other fatisfaftory ac- 
count could be given of his delay, but the fcruples 
with which his regard to truth and his fenfc of ho- 
nour had infpired him. That it was not furprifing, 
that a prince who had pafled his life amidfl the tu- 
mults of war, (hould have been but very imper- 
fcaiy acquainted with the niceties of theolc^ical 
difputes ; or that his opinions in matters of fuch 
difficult decifion, (hould have been gradually bent 
to a compliance with fo great an intereft as he had 
at ftake. And confidering how candid and fin- 
cere he had ever (hewn him(elf in all his condudt, 
it might juftly be fuppoled that he had ftill pre- 
ferved his integrity, and that his religious fentiments 
Z % had 
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Boo Khad in reality undei^ne that change which he 
^^™| - now cxpreflcd with fo much feemtng (erioufiids 
\ 5^7 and folemnity. 

Eir«a»or Whatever were the real motives of Henry's 
J^^2i***^condu6t, it diffufed a general joy and fatisfadtion 
among his fubjedts. Worn out with the miferies 
of fo K>ng a war, they exulted at the pro(pe£t of 
peace, though (till at fome diftance, and being 
now freed wm the faicination of their religious 
prejudices, they could perceive and admire thofe 
lUuilrious virtues in the chara£ter of their fovereign^ 
by which he was fo highly qualified to make them 
happy. 

The Spanilh minifters, on the other hand* the 
cardinal legate, and the duke de Mayenne, were 
greatly alarmed at this event, and ftill more when 
tiiey obferved the reception which the news of it 
met with among the people. They repreiented 
It as a political device, intended to prevent the 
election of a catholic prince. They perfuaded a 
great number of their adherents to fwear that they 
would not acknowledge Henry for king, unleis his 
converfion were ratified by the pope : and at the 
fame time they employed all their influence at the 
court of Rome, to dimiade the pope from grant- 
ing him an abfolution. 

PhUip (uu Philip was not difcouraged from the profecud- 
wllul.** ^^ ^f ^^ fcheme, either by the oppofition whidi 
it had received from the States of the League, or 
by the converfion of the king. He became fenli- 
ble however of his error in pitching on the duke ^ 
Guife (a young nobleman indeed of great merit and 
moderation, but pofTefled of little power or influ- 
ence) for his daughter's partner in the throne. This 
error he corredted, and ordered his minifliers to ac- 
quaint the duke de Mayenne, that he was now de- 
termined to give the preference to bis fon. In 

confequence 
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con(equence of this dedaiadoo^ a n^odttion 
which Maycnnc had b^un for xecoiidltng himfelf ,^^^^^ 
fo the king, was brc^cn oC That powerrul leader ^^^ 
and the Spaniards were benoeforth od more amica- 
ble terms ^ and there was no longer any reaion to 
doubt, timt in future he would exert himfelf with 
vigour in promoting their defigns \ 

But there was much lefi probability at the pre- sute or hu 
fent than any former period, that thcfe dedgns ***"•• 
would ever be accompliihed. Philip had no gene- 
ral after the duke of Parma's death, qualified to 
enter the lifts with the king of France. His treafu- 
ry was exhaufted, and even his credit was reduced 
fo low, that the Genoefe, and other Italian mer* 
chants, from whom he had already borrowed feve* 
ral millions of money, refufed to lend him any 
more. His commanders in the Netherlands had not 
been able to make the necelfary levies. His troopa 
there were fewer in number than they had ever been 
fince the commencement of the v^r ; and yet fo 
great arrears were due to him, that the ofiicers 
found it impradticable to maintain their authority* 
The greareft part of the Spanilh foldierf in the 
Low Countries had, upon their return from France, 
forfaken their ftandards ^ and having eleAed OtA- 
cers, and a commander in chief from among them- 
felves, they had begun to exerdfe the moft oppref* 
five rapacity upon the inhabitants of the ibuthern 
provinces. 

The example of die SkNuiiardi was quickly f</U 
lowed by the Italians and Walkxms. The pr/;pl«s 
in the open country were jrfundered in the tt^Ak uit • 
merciful manner. Tboto dreadful fcenes </ devaf* 
tation were renewed, which had been Mit^d §i^r$ 
the death of Rcqneiens $ and the i'km$f^ if«Ml 
never fuffered fo nmcfa from the emmy^ as il*^ir 

» VAvih, Ilk xiv. Tbasasi. lA. tfu f iri- 
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Bo «! K now fufFered from troops engaged to proteft and 
J^2^ defend them. 

Siege of ' pRiNCE Mauficc in the mean time exerted all 
Gertrnden- his woDted a6livity to imptove the advantage which 
'** thefe difojxicrs afforded him, for extending the 
territories of the Statec There was no town which 
the confederates were more defirous of acquiring 
than Gertrudcnberg ; which, as it lies nearer them 
than Breda, fubjedted them to perpetual anxiety 
for the prefervation of that important city ; befides 
giving annoyance to their inland trade, and fur- 
nifhing the Spaniards with an eafy entrance into 
Holland. 

During the winter, Maurice had made diligent 
prep)aration for the fiege of this place ; and early in 
the fpring, he was ready to take the field with fuch 
an army as he judged fufficient to enfure fuccefs^ 
In order to prevent the enemy from fufpedting his 
defign, he diredled his march firft towards Sluys 
and Dunkirk ; afterwards to Bois-le-Duc and 
Grave •, and when by thefe feints he had induced 
copnt Marifveldt to divide his forces* he turned 
fuddenly to Gertrudenberg. 

. MANsypLar, anxious to avoid the reproach to 
which the lofspf a place of fo great confequence 
.would expofe. hjni^ drew together all the forces 
which could be fpared from the garrlfons of the 
other towns, with an intention to attempt to raife 
thci fiege. Prince Maurice expedled this, and con- 
duced his operations with the utmoft celerity. 
Not only his pioneers, amounting to three thou- 
fand, but a great number of his troops were employ- 
ed day and night in fortifying his camp, both on 
the fide towards the town, to prevent the eruptions 
of the garrifon, and on the fide towards the coun* 
try. And not fatisficd with this, he broke down 

the 
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the dike of the river, acd bid a great port of the 
adjacent country u^ider vaier. After which, hav- 
ing approached the town as ufual by trendies, he ^J^T^ 
opened batteries againft h at different places \ and 
kept up a continual fire upon it from his fleet, on 
the fide towards die river \ 

The garrifon cenfifted of Burgundians and Wal- 
loons, made a brave and vigorous refifbince, aqd 
thereby gave count Man(veldt time to advance to 
their relief. The count's army amounted to more 
than double the number of the befiegers ; and he 
attacked their intrenchments in different places, 
where the inundation permitted his approach. But 
Maurice had conftrudled his works with fo much 
art, and ftrengthcned them in fuch a manner with 
fons and redoubts, at proper diflances, that all 
count Manfveldfs attempts proved ineffcftual. His 
quarters were at the fame time greatly ftreighten- 
ed by the garrifon of Breda, whjch fallicd out up- 
on him, and made confiderable flaughcer among 
his troops. He found it neceffary to retire^ and 
Gertrudenberg foon afterwards capitulated. In the ^ 
garrifon there were feveral of thofe foldiers, who ' 
fome years before had fold the town to the Spani- 
ards. Thefe men fufFered the punifliment dric to 
their treachery, but all the reft, and the inliaf/jr- 
ants of the place, received the moft zdvzmnp/y,*tfi 
and honourable terms. 

Count Manfveldt had, in order to ret rl':'/^ I, U 
honour, by making reprifals upon the niKttty^ U-^i 
his army from Gertrudenberg, to inv^rft hu vu'/ft 
tant fort belonging to the confederates, t>\ fy\ i .r^v 
veca^ur. But this attempt likewife w;it, U ;f» ;:•//( 
by the celerity of Maurice^ wIk> ^rm^-A iAioc «• a 
count's lines were finilhed j g^n f>^lw^rn '•,?/, 4 ( 

>^^ 

•^Thc Maefe at Ger|nukAber| b «r»^/ff pr/pf^ j % 1,/,... ;, 
9>i the fea than a river« aodadm:!i(/f i;^ m'^' *^ \\. y% 
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Book the fort, and though greatly inferior in nttmber^ 
L^^^ oUigcd him quickly to raife the ficge. 

*S94- During the reft of the campaign, Manfvddt 
adted on tjie defenfive ; and no other event hap- 
pened in the Netherlands this year, that defervesto 
be recorded '. 

Bneftyttdu. Although Philip had, after the death of the 
£lll^<?^^rrduke of Parma, committed the government to count 
nor of the Nknfvcldt, he had from the fiiil intended that the 
IwdlT'* count ftiould refign it into the hands of Erneft 
archduke of Auftria. This prince arrived in the 
beginning of the year one thoufand five hundred 
and ninety-four at Bruflels, and was received there 
with every mark of joy and fatisfadion. He was 
a prince of a modeft and gentle difpofition ; but 
he poflfeflfed not the capacity. and vigour reqmfite 
in the prefent critical fituation of afl^irs. Q>nici- 
ous of his want of military talents, he fondly flat- 
tered himfelf with the hopes of prevailing on the 
revolted provinces to return to their allegiance by 
argument and perfualion. And with this view, he 
fent an invitation to the States to appoint ambaf* 
fadors to treat with him concerning peace. But 
the States rejedted his invitation, and accompanied 
their refufal with declaring, ^^ That as from expe- 
rience they couki not repofe any confidence in the 
king of Spain, (o they would never enter into any 
treaty of reconcilement with him ; but would 
maintain their liberty to the laft, and lay down 
their lives (boner than fubmit to that intolerable 
yoke from which they had been fo happily deli- 
vered." 

If it is true, as the Dutch hiftorians relate, that 
^v^o murderers were detected at this time, whom the 

SpanUh 

• B«itiyogIio and Qrotiiii^ lib. iti. 
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fionsofrci^ i! y.! . ^T^rziL^-^ ^ ^rr^ «==r^ r.'w r t '"*" 
much roar* f.nr-'iizx r:r:-^::r:T: "rrsi ?tfijTi- ir-^ 
had moch l-r * r=L-' t use sr sr- jT-ms' ler-.-c ir 
dread the pz*9^ zr rc:^^. r-:*- r*r !:r. r^' iirrt"** 
was flil: rrii*^ » : ^ c :n mmi^^rrx tre 3r:»»T ^ 
France, tis^x or r^:=:y^'^ni:E iis irr^-iH-^ orTm- 

chiroerki i-"^:^i:C- zctjk ij^ " r: > r 3e z-A31 Xls- 

The £t j2r»:r :r sS:r3 it isr trr^S^m recLTnr ^*'*'^ ** 
daily ctjpc z:^^ 'J'.rLz>€: ii ris "re¥x *.rc r?ir " "^^ 
king's cccTrr-jur iiai pnnar^r rbe hirtrr eSrcbs 
which were rrrrrh^r r: inh froir z. 

The c:f.«:i$ -x ^*fcn w'^ iae £rr V:»r :^^ i^ ^ 
him a terii^ of f^r 'lidirjor ; z^zc jm^: r--t:sr- r;;!;;;^" 
wards, the r2r:Es::s£ :oaed r^ gxr^s r:^ r?cmrt k* 
him ; a^d ±e exErrr-ie ::£ ra? ^^strro"^ Si. vr s:h 
had ever faetc: toe crief rreici of rSe Ltzr::^^ 
was quickly fcLi^ed by Rscen, Lyons, irJ a*- 
moft ali the crJber great u-^ns in the k^r^i.^-rt 
Henry's cor-i-ft was afmnbty dxr^irsd ro pro>- 
mote that arecrxjnatc zeal of his lulxects^ of which 
he received at th^ time la srany itrikirg prvX>tV. 
For fcveral years be had iu5ered from them the 
moft cruel injuries ard a^ronts ; but his ger.^r^iv? 
fpirit, fuperior to refertment, abhorred the iho\ii;hi 
of puTiifhirg ihoie who were willing to lay d nvn 
their arms, and he received the fubmirnon of hijii 
moft inveterate enemies, with a degree of go^vl- 
nefs and condefccnfion, which \^hile it won /^V/r 
hearts, determined many others to imitate their 
example. 

He granted to all who fubmitted to him, the 
moft favourable terms ; confirmed their privilege!;, 
as if they had done nothing to forfeit tnem i ad- 
hered with inviolable fidelity to his engagements i 

and 
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^o o «t and publilhed an edid of general indemnity, in 

AXIII. Qj.j^^ jQ f^^ ^j^g minds of the people every where at 

"594- ^^^^» ^"^ ^^ convince them that it would be their 

fault, and not his» if the public tranquillity were 

not fpeedily reftorcd. 

By thefe mcafures, which were equally prudent 
and magnanimous, the ftrength of the League 
was reduced fo low, that Philip and the duke de 
Mayenne might have eafily perceived the vanity of 
their defigns. 

Philips'* It can hardly be imagined, that either the one 
'^ftlcuiin'* or the other coul3 any longer ferioufly entertain 
tbi war!"* the hopes of fuccefs. But Mayenne was (b deeply 
engaged with the Spaniards, that he knew not 
how to extricate himfelf with honour ^ cfpecially 
as he had folemnly fworn, with many others of 
his party, that he would never acknowledge Hen- 
ry for his fovereign, till he fliould receive abfolu- 
t ion from the pope. And though Philip could not 
now be fo chimerical, as to expeft to procure the 
crown for Ifabella, yet he could not overcome that 
implacable hatred, with which he had long been 
animated againft the French monarch, in whom 
(judging of Henry from himfelf) he expefted to 
find an irreconcilable and mortal foe. Befides, he 
was not ignorant of the juftice of Henry's claim to 
the kingdom of Navarre, which Ferdinand the 
catholic had wrefted from Henry's anceftors by 
fraud and violence ; and he could not doubt that 
this adVive vidtorious prince would, as foon as his 
aflfiiirs were fettled in France, either attempt to 
recover his hereditary kingdom, or endeavour to 
procure a compenfation for it, by invading the 
Spanirti dominions in the Netherlands. 

Moved by thefe confiderations, Philip refolved 
to continue his hoftilities, and by joining his forces 

wi;h 
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with thofe of the duke de Mayenne, to make him- Book 
fclf maftcr of as many towns as poffible on the eaft- ^^*'^- 
tern frontier of France. \l^^ 

This refolution he communicated to the arch- siege of La 
duke Erneft ; who, agreeably to his inftrudlions, ^^p**'*- 
fent count Charles of Manfvcldt early in the fpring 
to invade the province of Picardy, with ao army 
of between eleven and twelve thoufand men. The 
count laid fiege to the town of La Capelle ; and as 
he attacked it unexpedtedly, he foon obliged the 
garrifon to capitulate. ^^^ ^*y- 

The king had fet out from Paris as foon as hesiege of 
received intelligence of the fiege, but could not ^^°' 
arrive in time to prevent the furrender. Having 
been joined on his march by the dukes de Nevers 
and Bouillon, and finding himfelf at the head of 
a confiderable army % he refolved to undertake 
feme important cnterprife, by which he might be 
compenfated for the lofs of La Capelle. One of 
the moft confiderable towns in that part of the 
kingdom wasLaon, a place of great extent, ftrong- 
ly fortified, and well provided with every thing 
neceflary to fuftain a fiege. The garrifon, which 
was numerous, was commanded by Du Bourg, 
one of the braveft officers of the League ; and there 
was at that time in the town, befides a great num- 
ber of other nobility, the count of Somerive, the 
duke de Mayenne's fecond fon. Thefe confide- 
rations, far from difcouraging the king from 
befieging Laon, were the motives which deter- 
mined him to inveft it, and he carried on his ope- 
rations againft it with his ufual adkivity and vi- 
gilance. 

The befieged gave hini all the annoyance and 
interruption in their power; and in fome fallies 
which they made, before he had time to cover his 

troops, 
e Twelve tbonfaiK) foot, and two thoufand horfe. 
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Book troops, he loft more than four hundred men. But 
^^^j^ his anxiety with regard to the iffuc of his enter- 
1504. P"f^» ^'^ofe principally from the neighbourhood of 
the Spanilh army, which was joined at this time 
by the duke de Maycnne, whom Phih'p, in order 
to prevent him from entering into an accommoda- 
tion with the king, bad intrufted with the chief 
command. 

Miyenocai- Various motivcs concurred on this occafioo to 
ilii w'rSfc determine Mayenne to exert himfeif with vigour, 
the firgc There was much need of fome fplendid inftance of 
fuccefs to fupport the drooping fpirits of his party. 
Laon was the moft confiderable town which re- 
mained in his poflefTion ; and befides his fon, and 
many of his faithful adiierents, he had left his 
moft valuable efTefts in it, as in a place where there 
was little danger of their falling into the hands of 
the enemy. He loft no time in marching to its re- 
lief. His army confiftcd of nearly the fame nunn 
ber as that of the king, but being inferior in ca- 
valry, he found it neceiTary to approach the town 
on that fide, on which there lay a wood or foreft, 
where the enemy's horfe could not be cafily cn^ 
ployed. Henry had penetrated into his defign, 
and taken poUefTion of the wood with a part of 
his troops. Mayenne at firft obliged then^ to re- 
tire i but the royalifts having immediately received 
a reinforcement from the camp, returned to the 
charge, and ftood their ground for fome time with 
great bravery againft the Spanifh veterans. They 
would have been compelled however to give way 
a fecond time, if the royal cavalry, which had ad- 
vanced to their relief, under the baron *^ now 
marfhal de Biron, had not, conformably to their 
valiant leader's example and command, difmounted 
from their horfes, and thrown themfelves into the 

front 
* His fkthtr had been latelj killed at thefiege of Epemaj. 
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front of the battle. The king himfelf foon after Book 
came up with the grcatcft part of his army ; and, ^ ^|^ 
if the ground had permitted it, a general engage- * 
ment would have enfued, but it allowed only of 
fkirmilhes, which continued with various fuccefs 
till the evening; when Mayennc, dreading that 
the king might fend his cavalry to attack his rear, 
drew off his forces to a little diftance from the 
wood. 

Although the nature of the ground in this 
rencounter prevented the king from availing him- 
felf of the fuperiority of his cavalry, yet this fu- 
periority proved afterwards of the greateft ufe. 
Mayenne being obliged to bring his provifions 
through an open country, from places at the dif- 
tance of feveral miles, the king fent out his horfe 
in numerous bodies to intercept his convoys ; and 
although the duke attempted to bring them under 
a ftrong guard in the night, fometimes from one 
place and fometimes from another, yet fuch was 
the vigilance of the duke de Longueviile, and the 
marihal de Biron, to whom the king gave the 
charge of intercepting them, that almoft none of 
them were fuffered to efcape. Thefe bold adven- 
turous leaders were continually in motion. No 
guards which Mayenne could fpare were able to 
withftand their vigorous attacks, and his army 
was at laft reduced to fo great diftrefs, as mada 
it neccflary for him to decamp. He was fen- 
fible how difficult he muft find it to retire in ths 
face of a fuperior enemy : but if he remained any 
longer in his prefent fituation, his troops, he per- 
ceived, muft either perifh for want, or lay down 
their arms. 

Thb duke had hitherto been unfortunate in his Hiimtfteriy 
enterprifes, and his misfortunes had contributed to '*^'^' 
obfcure his fame ; but on this occafion, he gave 
a conijpicuous proof of confummate military (kill, 

as 
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Book as well asof tke moft unquefliqnable peHbofti cou- 
^^^^^^'^ rage and rtfolution. His troops drawn up in At 
g^ moft raafterly manner, were every where fo wcU 
prepared to receive the enemy, that the king, 
who attacked them with his cavalry as foon as they 
began their march, found it utterly imprafticable 
to penetrate their ranks, whilft Mayenne himfelf 
marched on foot in the rear, fought on fome oc- 
cafions as a common foldier, and by the graceful- 
nefs of his perfon, added to the fortitude which he 
difplayed, commanded univerfal admiration. In 
this manner he advanced flowiy, till he reached a 
narrow defile, where he had planted fome batteries 
of cannon ; from the dread of which, the king or- 
dered his troops to halt, and fuSered the duke 
to purfue his march to La Fere without any farther 
moleftation. 

UMfurren- Henry thcn rcfumcd his operations before the 
town. The befieged^ though deprived of all hopes 
of relief, perfifted for fome time in their defence; 
but at laft, finding their numbers greatly dimi- 
nifhed, they offered to furrender on condition that 
the garrifon and the count of Somerive fliould be 
allowed to march out with the honours of war ; 
and to this condition the king readily confented, 
from his dcfire of preventing bloodlhed, and of 
faving the fortifications of the town. The capitu- 
lation was iigned on the 2 2d of July. The terms 
of it were religioufly fulfilled ; and Henry, far 
from difcovering ill humour or refentment for the 
oppofition which he had met with, embraced with 
pleafure the prefent opportunity of teftifying his 
cfteem for the duke de Mayenne, by (hewing par- 
ticular marks of refpe£t and kindnefs to his fon. 

&.hmi(rion So much goodnefs, united with (b much heroifm 
pf cui'fc'* ^^^ magnanimity, had charms in the eyesX)f Hen- 
ri's 
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ry's cnemi^ thit were irrefiflib'.e- The reduilion 
of I^on, and h's ger.ero -s tr^nrrnfrt of the irha- 
birants and garrifon, were qukk!v f .:'o.ved by the ,5^, 
voluntary lurrender of Chiteau-Thierry, Amier.s, 
and Cambray. The d^ke of Lorrain, who from 
the beginning had given his aififlarcc to the League, 
chofe now to be at pecce with a prir.ce, in vhofe 
favour fortune, and his own merits, had produced 
fo remarkable a re\clu:ion. And the duke of Guiie 
whom the Spaniards had tantalized with a glimpfe 
of royalty, but had afterwards neglected, moved 
partly by this confideratlon, and pardy by his ad- 
miration of the king, entered into a treaty of re- 
conciliation with him; and having delivered to 
him the towns of Rheims, Vitry, Rocroix, and 
feveral other places in Champaigne, he was re- 
warded By Henry with the government of Pro- 
vence*. 

During thecourfe of thefe events, fo adverfc^*?*.^^^ 
to Philip's views in France, prince Maurice was bvprinc« 
engaged in the moft important enterprife which he^***""" 
had hitherto undertaken, the (iege of Groningcn. 
That city, though almoft furrounded with the ter- 
ritories of the States, had been preferved till now 
in its allegiance to Philip, by Verdugo, a Spanifh 
officer of great abilities, with whofe afliftance the 
catholic part of the inhabitants had been able to 
keep the proceftants under fubjedtion. Jealous 
however of their liberty, they had never confented 
to admit any Spanifh garrifon within their walls, 
but three tboufand of the citizens trained to the 
ufe of arms had been inlifted in the king's fervice 
for the defence of the town, while nin« hundred of 
his foreign troops were permitted to take up their 
quarters in the fuburbs. 

Maurice 

* D^Avila, lib. xir. Thuanus, lib. ci. Meteren, lib. xiii- 
BcntiTOglio, ann. 1 $94 ; and Suite's Memoirs, lib. ?!• 
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Maurice had long meditated the redudticxi of 
Groningcn^ not only becaufc it would be of itfelf 
an acquifition of great value to the confederacy» 
but becaufe it was the only place of confequence 
in thofe parts under the Spanish dominion^ and 
furnilhed an eafy entrance to the Spaniards into the 
northern provinces. Much pains had been taken 
and great exertions made by Verdugo for its fecu- 
rity. Many bloody rencounters had pafied be- 
tween him and the forces of the ftates, in which, 
from the fmallnefs of his numbers, and not from 
the want either of bravery or condudt, he was ge- 
nerally unfuccefsful ; and Maurice, powerfully fe- 
conded in all his operations by his coufin count 
William of Naflau, had at length reduced Verdu- 
go to the ncceflity of quitting the province, and 
had made himfelf matter of almoft every pafs by 
which the citizens could receive ailiftance or fup- 
plies. 

They had notneglefted to inform the archduke 
of the imminent danger to which they were ex- 
pofed. At their requcft, the emperor of Germany 
had tranfmitted to Philip a reprefentation, import- 
ing that although they defired nothing Co much as 
to maintain their allegiance, and had preferved it 
long amidft much greater hard(hips and difficulties 
than any of his other fubjcdls had endured, yet 
if the army were not immediately fent to their 
affiftance, they would foon find it neceflaiy to 
open their gates to the enemy. Philip, fiir from 
difregarding their application, made them themoft 
gracious and flattering reply ; and fent orders to 
the archduke to poftpone every other obje£t in the 
Netherlands to the relief of Groningen. But the 
greateft part of his forces were at this time engag^ 
in the war in Picardy ; and the remainder having 
mutinied againft their officers^ on account of their 
want of pay, refufed to obey the governor's oona- 
mands* 

PRINCI 
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pRiNCF Maurice therefore applied to the profe- Book 
cution of the fiege, with very little apprehenfion J^^lifV- 
of meeting with any interruption from the Spani- ,-^ 
ards, although agreeably to his ufual cautious max- 
ims, he not only fortified his quarters, but like- 
wife the feveral' paffes which led to them from the 
Ibuthern provinces. By beginning to open his 
trenches at a diftance from the town, the fiege was 
fomewhat retarded, but he thereby prevented the 
lofs of men which would otherwife have been fufr 
tained. On the third of June his batteries were 
unmaflced, and foon afterwards all the out-works 
were laid in ruins. The befieged, alarmed with 
the rapidity of his progrefs, called the foreign 
troops, which were quartered in the fuburbs, to 
their afliftance. The defence was condufted for 
feveral weeks with the higheft fpirit and intrepi- 
dity, and much blood was fpilr. But Maurice 
having blown up a ravelin, which was one of the 
principal defences of the place, the courage of the 
inhabitants began to fail,' and there was nothing 
to be heard but complaints of the ingratitude of 
the king, in thus abandoning to their enterprifing 
enemy a people fo diftinguifhed for their attach- 
ment and fidelity. 

Their chief magiftrate. Van Balen, who had 
long been fecretly averfe from the Spanifh govern- 
ment, improved with great dexterity the oppor- 
tunity which their prefent temper afforded him. 
He ftudied to confirm them in their fentiments of 
the king's ingratitude ; he reprefented to them the 
folly of flattering thcmfelves with the hopt-s of re- 
lief from a prince, who was more intent upon con- 
quering the dominions of others, tl an providing 
for the fccurity of his own. He painted in ftiong 
colours the miferies which they mull lufFcr, if 
cither the fiege were to be prolonged, or the town 
to be taken by affault ; and by expatiating on the 
advantages which would accrue to them from ac- 

VoL. IL A a ceding 
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5 o o E ceding to the union of Utrecht ; he endeavoured 
XXm. xq ixxakc them fenfible, that if freedom from a fo- 
'"JT^ reign yoke was an objedt to be dcfired, it was in- 
' ''' finitely more for their intereft to fubmit to the ge- 
nerous enemy, who now befieged them, than even 
to be delivered from the liege. 

These exhortations made the dcfired iropreffion 
even upon the minds of thofe who were moft at- 
tached to the catholic religion. That attachment 
had been long their only tie to the Spanifti goveni- 
ment ; and it was overcome at this time by their 
indignation on account of Philip's negligence in 
providing for their defence, jdned to their defire of 
participating of that civil liberty which had proved 
t!he: fource of fo much prolperity and happine^ to 
the confederated provinces. 

?nTted to" ^ D EP y T A T ION of the principal inhabitants was 
"biconfede-fent to treat of a furrcnder; and the prince, witb- 
'•*^y- out hcfitation, granted them the moft advantageous 
terms. Th^ city of Qroningen was declared to 
be henceforth a member of the union of Utreqht. 
Ail the exemptions and ancient privileges of the 
inhabitants were confirmed.; the. civil government, 
of the place was allowed to remain on the fame 
footing as before, and liberty of confcience was 
eftabhrtied, with this reftriAion, that no other re- 
ligion but the reformed fhould be publicly cxcr- 
cifed. The citizens on the other hand engaged to 
acknowledge the fupreme authority of the States ; 
to fubmit to the general laws of the union ; to con- 
tribute their (hare of the public expences ; and to 
admit fuch a garrifon into the town as the States 
(hould judge neceflary for its fecurity. The fo- 
reign foldiers were permitted to depart with their 
arms and baggage. The capitulation was figned 
on the 23d of July ; and on the fame day prince 
Maurice entered the town. He remained in it 

for 
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for tame rime till certain articles of the capitoFation ^ ® ?. J^ 
were executed, after which, having committed the .^Jil;^ 
govemraent to his kinfman, connt Wittiam of |^g^ 
Nafiao, he fet oat for the Hague >. 

While Philip's power fuffcrcd (b great a dimi- Motiayof 
nution in the nonhem provinces, his affairs in '^^^i^")S 
Brabant were daily more and more involved in fowieru 
diforder and confuHoa The archduke had, with 
the utmoft difficulty, railed money to iatisfy the 
Walloon and Spanifh mutineers; but no fooner 
had thefe men returned to their duty, than the 
Italians to whom the (amc arrears were due, re- 
folved to employ the fame means to effcdtuate their 
payment. Many of the officers concurred with 
the private men in forming this refotution, and 
they put it inftandy into execution, by (eizing on 
the town of Sichen, where a part of their number 
had been ftationed. They were joined by foldicrs 
from all the g^rifons in the neighbourhood, who 
continued flocking to them, till they amounted to 
two thoufand horfe and foot. 

Not fitisBed with laying the country round the Tb«»qti- 
town under contribution, they fpread themfclves ufillbT 
over the province, made excurfions to the very M»ttric«. 
gates of Bruflels where the governor refided, and 
plundered die people with as niuch cruelty as if 
they had been engaged in open war. The gover- 
nor having tried the power of perfuafion without 
cflfeA, refolved to employ force to reduce them ; 
and for this purpofe he fent the Spani(h troops 
which he had lately pacified, under Lewis de Vc- 
la(co, to befi^e ^chen. In the beginning of this 
fedition, prince Maurice had made the mutineers 
an offer of (helter and protection in the territo- 
ries of the States, and they readily agreed to ac- 
cept this ofier in cafe they fliould find it necef- 
A a 2 fary ; 

t Meteren, lib. x?ii. Bcntivodio. pan iii lib. i. Orotius* 
lib. in. 
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hooK ceflary ; but informed him, that they would dc- 
J^^^ fend themfelves in Sichen as long as they were 
*"^J7IT^ able, againft the Spaniards. They accordingly 
did fo, and made feveral defperate fallies, in which 
many on both fides were flain. Finding however 
that the place was too weak to be long defended 
againft an enemy fo much fuperior in number, 
they retired under the fortifications of Breda and 
San Gertrudenberg, where provifions were fold to 
Hiimocivt. them by the fubjefts of the States. The intention 
of Maurice in this fingular treatment of an enemy, 
was only to prolong the term of their difobedi- 
ence. He made no attempt to perfuade them to 
enter into the fervice of the confederacy, but gave 
permifTion to the archduke to fend an ambaflador 
to treat with them ; and when, after a tedious ne- 
gociation, they had agreed to take up their quar- 
ters in Tirlemont, and to remain there till their 
demands were fatisfied, without renewing their 
hoftilities, Maurice readily allowed them to depart. 
Thty required a Spanifh nobleman to be given as 
a holtage for the fulfilment of the governor's pro- 
mifes ; and fo great was the diforder of the king's 
finances at this period, that thefe troops were fuf- 
fered to remain inaftive aOTirlemont for near a 
year before their arrears were paid K 

Death of Before the expiration of this term, the gover- 
Eroeft, tnd por was (t'xzcd with a hedlic fever, of which he 
died on the 20th of February, in the forty-fecond 
Faentet go- year of his age. He named the count of Fuentcs 
vernor. f^^ |,jg fucccffor, and his choice was foon after ra- 
tified by the king. This nobleman having been 
fent into the Netherlands a little before the death 
of the duke of Parma, had, agreeably to Philip's 
inftrudlions, during the government of count Manf- 
veldt and the archduke, poffeffed a principal (hare 
in the adminiftration. By his advice, or more 

pro- 

^ Grotiut, lib. ill. Mctcrcn, lib.xvii. p. 581. Bentivoglio, 
part iii. lib. i. 
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properly by his authority ,count Manfvddt had pub- 

liftied a barbarous edift, commanding all prifoners 

to be put to death; and ordering the king^s troops j^- 
who, in their excurfions into the terrirories of the 
States, had been fatisfied for feveral years paft 
with levying contributions, henceforth to lay wafte 
the country with fire and fword. 

The States, in return, publifhed a manifeftoi 
in which they expreffed their abhorrence of this 
barbarity ; but at the fame time declared, that if 
the governor did not recall his edi£t agaioft a cer- 
tain time, they would retaliate the cruelty which it 
prefcribed upon the troops and fubjedts of the king. 
This meafure had been urged by Fuentcs, on the 
pretence of ftiortening the duration of the war, al- 
though the experience of his kinfman, the duke 
of Alva, might have convinced him that, confi- 
dering the ftrength to which the confederacy had 
attained, it would fervc only to irxreafe the cala- 
mities of the war, and to render it perpetual. Count 
Manfveldt came foon to be fenfible that thefc muft 
be the confequences, and either revoked his cdid, 
or gave orders to prevent it from being carried in- 
to execution. 

FuENTES however dill continued to cxercifcan Oir.oMirMi 
unlimited influence in the government. The Fie- Jo.Ii'^'Jii.'i. 
mi(h nobility complained bitterly, as in the time of '"' 
cardinal Granvelle, of the infignificancc to which 
they were reduced, and before the death of the 
archduke they had given fomc ftriking pro(jf« of 
their difcontent. This difcontent was greatly 
heightened when the count was appointed gover- 
nor: they faw then how little fincerity there had 
been in thofe foothing promifes which tlic king hatl 
made them fome years before, when they ojul* nicj 
to the return of the foreign troops. They prurivcd 
}^w little trufl and conmlence he repr^fcU in thnti^ 

and 
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and were fenfible at l^ft of the tnith of what the 
^ ^ ^ prince of Or^pge had fo often told them* that^ 
]^IT by their agreement with the duke of Parma, they 
would reduce their country to the miferable ftate 
of a province of Spain. The duke d* Arfchot and 
pount Charles of Manfveldt, who had reafon to 
expe£t to have been preferred before Fuente$,woukl 
not fubmit to the indignity put upon them, but 
refigned their employments, and left the Nether- 
lands. The duke d'Arfchot died afterwards in 
Venice, and count ManlVeldt in Hungary, where 
he commanded the emperor's army againft the 
Turks. 



cooilu^l of 
F unites. 



vigoroQi^ FuENTES in the rnean linot entered upon the 
exercife of his office, and notwithftanding the pre- 
judices which ^lie Flemings feemjuftly to have en- 
tertained againil him, be fooa difcovefed that his 
abilities were not unequal to the charge with which 
bfi was inveiled. He applied with great fuccefe 
fo quell the mutinpus fpirit of the army> and in a 
few months put it upon a much n^re refpediable 
footing, both as to di£:ipline and numheis. 

S'^^ImII? Philip had greater occafion now than ever (or 
twcen abilities and vigour in the perfon to whom he com- 
g^';^" ""^ mitted the aovernwpnt of the NetU^rfancb. The 
League in Trance was about to expire, notwidi^ 
landing hi,s exertions to prevcat it v ^nd the French 
mpnaj(?b, ^ing firmly feated. on bis throne, dc* 
clawed war againft him, pi:obibLtiDg ajl oonameice 
>yjt;h bis fubjefts, and ffWiingt liberty to the 
^^Venph to iijv^dc and. plupder, and; take pofleliioD 
of whatever dpn^ir>jpj>s belonged to the crown of 
Spain. 

Henry's This mcafufe was condemned by many^ as be- 

mouvcfc j^g highly inexpedient at the prefent junfturc,, on 

account of the exhaufted ftacto which his king- 

jdom w^s reduced by the long continuance of the 

civil 
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civil '■'iTS. ci zc- ceriic wm rDic^ f^jr-f :c r^ 

but he biL-md 't^l:^ -jl zzst prrii.: tr^rt^ cc ine 
catblvu k:rgy peace c:?:J.i i*ir be cou^rei frr.Ti 
him ::p:a bi':c'_'i.i\e ttrr^ Ht wxs pen-iifd 
that war v ± tr»f 5pi:i:ij:i5 rz'i cc :?frf Jlr^ ccc- 
linue iorx r=::e Jir.??r5 %zsZ hz rizix::':- m: rs 
noihirig «o-'d ;L:cr*r-tc orrc to exr-^Z'-:>. r>f 
fiamrs of CTiI d:c:>'d ihin a rcrr^gz w:ir, n w c%i i 
be eai:^ to ir.terttt !i;5 aibci -c f jr^ scrs iz :rr pro* 
fecurion of ii, if a «^trc rf^ri^d is a vac ber«resr: 
the croanis, to which pc":ocaI motives hii g:\^n 
birth, than if it were : jrjed to ren^iii; o:: 13 p:^ 
fent fooiirg, a!:d cor tiered as carried on b\* 
Philip f r the ukt cf re. g::a- It is roc ini;!^J 
improbable, that periccal acinK>h:y added fc^roe tv> 
thefe incitements. Philip had ever treated Her.ry 
in the moft coriteriiptuous manner; arid, i!r*der 
the roafk of re^'g'on, had endeavoured firft to ex- 
elude him, and aftere ards to expel him from the 
throne. Her;ry detefted that artifice and duplicity 
in Philip's character, of which, in his Utc attempt 
to procure the abolition of the Salic law, he had 
given fuch inconteftable evidence; and the terms 
in which his declaration of war was exprefled, dc^ 
monftrate, that rcfentment had, on the preient 
occafion, a conCderable influence on his condud- 

Phi lip's anfwer to this declaration was perfeclly 
coriformablc to his charadler. All his interferences 
in the affairs of France had proceeded, he (aid, 
from his concern for the profperity of the people, 
and the fecurity of the catholic faith ; and he de- 
clared, that his inteiition now was not to enter into 
war with the crown or nation of France, but only 
to perfevere in protedling the true catholics of that 
kingdom from the oppreflion of the prince of 
Bcarn and his adherents *. 

Borri 
i D'Avila, lib. xir. 
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xxin* Both kings had been employed, before their 
■u -!- -f ^^^^^''^^'o^ of war, in preparing for the recora- 
,j^j mcncement of hoftilities ; and Henry, befides his 
ProiecuiioB domcftic preparations, had entered into a treaty 
ofthe wir. ^f alliance offenfivc and defenfive with the United 
Provinces, In fulfilment of an article of this treaty, 
the States fent a body of horfe and foot, under 
Philip count of Naflau, to invade the province of 
Luxemburg. Their enterprifes were for fome time 
attended with fuccefs; but Fuentes, having dif- 
patched the brave Verdugo with fuperior forces to 
oppofc them, they were obliged, after feveral ren- 
counters, to quit the province ; and were foon af- 
ter recalled, and ftationed near the frontier of Bra- 
bant, where it was expedted they would be of 
equal fervice to the French monarchy by detaining 
the Spaniards in the Netherlands. 

^irie of a- The army of the States however, even after it 
"^*^'' was joined by thefe troops, was not able to furni(h 
full employment to thofe which the governor had 
prepared. He left an army under Mondragone to 
check the progrefs of prince Maurice, and fet out 
himfelf for Picardy with the reft of his forces. His 
firftenterprife was the fiege of Catelet, of which 
he made himfelf mafter in a few weeks, though it 
was ftrongly fortified, and bravely defended by the 
garrifon. 

Afftirsof During this fiege, Fuentes had rcafon to flat* 
fnTd'Orvii- ter himfelf with the hopes of acquiring poflefiion 
*'»«• of the caftle and town of Ham without blood- 
fhed. The caftle was held by an officer called 
d'OrvilHers, and the town by his half-brother, 
whofe name was Gomeron. Thefe two men 
had been violent partizans of the league^ and 
the latter refolved to deliver the town to the 
Spaniards rather than to the king of France j but 
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he demanded from Fucntcs a reward of twenty J yhi'^ 
thoufand crowns for the town, and a ftill higher ^vv[^ 
reward, if he (hould prerail upon his brother (which ^ .^.^ 
he engaged to do) to deliver up the caftle. The 
count readily agreed tothefe terms, and paid him 
the twenty thoufand crowns upon his admitting a 
thoufand Spaoifh troops into the town ; but re- 
quired Gomeron himfelf and his two younger bro- 
thers to remain with him as hoftages, till the caflle 
likewife fliould be put into his polfeflion. To this 
Gomeron confentcd, from a fond perfuafion that 
his brother would imitate his example, rather than 
expofe A/w and his other brothers to the refentment 
of the Spaniards, efpecially as their mother was in 
tlie caftle, whofc intreaties he expefted d'Orvilliers 
\\ould be unable to refift. But d'Orvilliers chofc 
rather to abandon his brothers to their fate, than 
betray his charge to the enemies of his country ; 
and he admitted the duke de Bouillon into the caftle, 
uith a numerous body of the king's troops, who 
attacked the Spaniards in the town, and either put 
them to the fword or took them prifoners. The 
mother of Gomeron, now trembling with arxi^ty 
for her children's prefcrvation, came to F'^rr/'-t 
and reprefented, that d'Orvillicrs repented of -^U* 
he had done, and was willing to deliv-^r *ht r^<\»: 
to him, if he would come himfelf with K t if-;/ v^ 
receive it. The count, beiie'/ing htr r*^^/^:- 'i'^vfj 
to be true^ the more readily ai ^^ ^^i* f i-^-./j 
entirely convinced of the tru'h / ;% vi'^/A-J 
vviih his forces towards Ham ; l»,* f •,-; y ^-j^^ r,^ 
mother had been deceivrf^ i:A •*'ri% *• ^''^•' v 
avoid her imjyxtur.ity, c Or> »rt t^^ /-' r,^ 
p ace, and rthgned hi« g^'--*rr."i^- v. u/r>*-^^ -a 
was inBamed urJi rag*, tr.-izf.^ O^r-i^^r v, '.' i. / 
in prefcnceoftheirrr/., Tr^xr-ik-^ryi -j^.. -v, ,^^' 
perhaps defcnx fc it-trt z y.\ 
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Book hands of Fucntes j but it was due to the treachc- 
J^^^ ry and egregious folly into which his avdrice had 
J 5^5 betrayed him ^. 

stepe of From Ham the count conduced his troops, 
after they Iiad refted fome days, to lay fiege to 
Dourlcns. This town being near the frontier of 
the Netherlands, was ftrongly fortified and garri- 
foned by a number of feleft troops. Still how- 
ever it was neceflary, in. order to prevent it from 
falling into the enemy's hands, that the garrifon 
fhould be augmented ; and no fooner had the 
marflials Bouillon and Villars, whom the king had 
fent to watch the motions of the Spanifh army* 
heard that Dourlens was invefted, than they af- 
fembled all the troops in the neighbourhood, 
amounting to a thoufand foot and fifteen hundred 
horfe, and advanced towards the town, in hopes 
of being able to force their way through the ene- 
my's intrenchments ; but Fuentes, having received 
intelligence of their defign, left a part of his for- 
ces to guard his trenches, and marched out with 
the refty in order of battle, to an advantageous 
fituation at a little diflanc^ from the town. When 
the duke of Bouillon obferved Fuentes Co well 
prepared for his defence, he counfelled marfhal 
Villars to retire ; but that intrepid general, whofe 
courage was ever too ardent and impetuous, refuf- 
ed to comply, and ftill continued to advance, till 
his troops vveiealmoft furrounded by the Spaniards. 
A dcrp<frate and bloody battle enfued \ but as there 
was no proportion in refpedt of numbers between 
the contending parties, the French were almoft 
entirely cut to pieces, Villars himfelf was flain> 
and the cavalry, after great lofs, were obliged to 
retire. 

Diking the combat, the garrif(xi fallied out 
upon the troops which had been left to defend the 
can-.p and trenches j but through the wife pre- 
caution 
k Bentivoglioy part iii . Itb« ii^ t 
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caiuton svhith hid been ralcai, tlic SprtninrdBprov- 
td viclmiouftv and Facntta refura^fd vith ii-(h 
fpirii iiTid v^^ur the cpttHticns L>f ilu [ilj^-, ' 
Amonf? the beft?g«l ihere wt:e more rlun riirre 
jj^pdrcil gentlemen, who infpirwi the garrifoci wirh 
ihc fame gtmemua fpirit hy which ihey ititii^L-lves 
werr a<5lujirtil, und dtfendtfd the lorfn ii^vcral 
dsys with extraordinary parage and refdutiuH, 

But their fklll.ind condgft vf«c uol tquil ta 
the bmvery whidi they difplaycd, Jn an aJEiult 
on ihc thfrty-firftof July, ihey were overpowered 
bv the afraillUlt!^ and almoft the wh[^lc garnfijnj 
amountlog to more than H thpufand men, with 
tbcir governor iht count of Dinan, wcr<; put to 
the fword- 

FutNTfiflembc^tdened by hia fQcce&» refolded =i 
j^^X to lay Tiege loCHfnbrayi the jedufHon of 
which was the principiJ objctt of his pfcfcni cspc- 
ditian, 

Xhk importune ciiy hid bren wr*fted from ihc 
SjKinkirds^ fls is abovi: related, by llie duke of 
AnicUi flfid Anjuu hfld beqiitdthed it to his mi> 
ihi Otherme f>f Mcdlcis, by whom a French 
tttnulerrian of the Dime of lUigny had been ^p- 
Souiied governor both of ilw town and cicadcJ. 
iUlacflV tatiDg advantage of ihc troubles m 
Fcwi^e, baii ^^^ ftvcml vtarE ftcknowledged no 
CLjpctiii'f * and D5 he Iwd fluU«d lo maintain fotne 
dfittTce of neuiruliiy btiwecn the contending par- 
)w hp lui^i been fatlercd la 1.51 qs rouercigp both 
of iIm; city nnd its tcrtitory. But apprehtudinft. 
After tliie ilifcomiiture of the League, ilmt it wae 
jiKefliry for him to mike a choice, either of tht 
kinil «f tranci or Spain, for his protcdor, he 
ajFTwd lo acknowledge iiifi dependence on the 
French tTioniiA.tj ; on condition, that he (bould be 
permuted to enjoy «ndcf him poTefljon uf the Co- 
vercisCT^tyi *'^^ ^^ ^^^^^ '^^ P""^ '^^ Cambny i 
and To theft terms Henry die cum rejddy c<^* 

fen ted 
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YYMi* fentcd, as he dreaded, that if he rejected thar., 
^^^ they would be gran ted by the king of Spain. 

"595- Bal\gny, being thus confirmed in his poflef- 
fion, fpared no expence or pains in flrengthening 
the fortifications of the place. The garrifon 
amounted to three thousand foot and fix hundred 
horfe, the greateft part of which were French 
troops, of the moft unqueftionable bravery. The 
town was ftrong, and it was well furniihed with 
military ftorcs and provifions. 

Determined by thefe confiderations, fomeof 
the principal officers in the Spanifh army endea- 
voured to pcrfuadc the count de Fucntes to rclin- 
quifh his defign, by reprefcnting, that before he 
could accomplifh it, either the winter feafon would 
overtake him, or the French rhonarch, being dif- 
engaged from his enemies in other quarters, would 
arrive with a fuperior army, and attack him after 
his troops were diminilhed in number, and ex- 
haufted with the operations of the fiege ; but Fu- 
entes, ambitious to diftinguilh his adminiftration 
by fo important an acquifition, and elated by the 
fuccefs with which his enterprifes had been hitherto 
attended, refufed to liften to thefe reraonftrances; 
and, having received a great augmentation of for- 
ces from the neighbouring provinces, he began his 
operations without delay. They were carried on 
with a degree of (kill and vigour which would 
have reflected honour on the greateft generals of 
the age •, and notwithftanding the raoft intrepid 
dcfertce, conducted with much prudence by the 
celebrated de Vic, whom Henry had lent with a 
reinforcement of troops to the alfiftance of the be- 
fieged, he Opened his batteries in a few weeks fo 
near the town, that fome of its principal defences 
were deftroyed, and a great part of the wall was 
laid in ruins. Still however his fuccefe was doubt- 
ful. He encountered the moft- difcouraging diffi- 
culties 
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^.ulties in furnifhing his troops with provifions; Book 

;ind nothing but the nioft unconquerable refolution, XXII. 

;idded to the dread of tarnilhing the glory which '-^v^ 

lie had already acquired, could have prevented '^^^^ 
l:im from abandoning his attempt. 

But he was faved from that mortification, by Cambnr 
Jie inhabitants of the town, who having been long luliullZ. 
accuftomed to the mild adminiftration of their 
archbiftiops, had borne with extreme impatience 
the haughty imperious behaviour of Balagny ; and 
had been almoft reduced to defpair, by the ex- 
tortion, rapine, and infolence of his wife, by whom 
he fufFered hirafelf to be entirely governed. The 
citizens had fecretly fent a deputation of their 
number to the French monarch, intreating him 
to deliver them from the yoke of their oppreflbr, 
and offering on that condition to fubmit to his au- 
thority, and to receive a garrifon of his trcwps. 
Bat through the influence of the famous Gabrielle 
d'Etrees, whom Balagny had gained over to his 
intereft, Henry not only refufed to comply with 
their requeft, but confirmed Balagny in his ufurp- 
cd authority. 

The inhabitants, inflamed now with refcnt- 
ment againft the king, as well as againft Balagny, 
rcfolved to embrace the firtt opportunity of putting 
thcmfelves under the dominion of their former 
mailer the king of Spam ; and they were con- 
firmed in their refolution, by the numerous to 
clefiaftics in the town, who hoped by this nicaCurc 
to effeftuate the re-eftablifhment of the archbillK^p, 
whom Balagny had expeilc^d. Having forrnctl ituir 
plan, they delayed the execution of it, till Bi!ag- 
ny and de Vic were wholly occupied in takiiij', 
meafures againft an aflault, which they bciicvrd to 
be intended by the Spaniards. At that time ilu y 
ran to arms, and made themfclvea matters of onr. 

of 
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of the gfttes of the crty. De Vjc^ Balagny^ and 
his wife, fpared do pains to diyeri thtm from 
their piupofe, but aU their endeavours proved in- 
efFeflual. Two of the principidckixna were im* 
mediately fent to Fmntea^ wiih an offer to fuircn- 
der the town on the following conditions, to which 
he readily agreed : That the fotdiers (houtdbe re- 
trained from plunder : that all paft offences 
Ihould be forgiven : that the citizens (houJd en- 
joy their wonted privileges, and the archbifhop be 
itftored to his ancient jurifdidion and authority. 

The garrifon Hnmedsately retired into the citsr 
del, where they expedfced to* have be«n abte to de- 
fend themfelves for a confiderabte time. But hav- 
ing found, upon fearching the magazine that 
there wafr hardly provifionsenoa^ to fupport them 
for three days^ they a^ed' on die firft fummons 
to capitulate. The wife of Balagny had reduced' 
them to this neceflity, by felling, at an exorfoitant 
price, without her hufband's laiowiedge, ibe pio- 
vifions which had been laid up in ftore. 

During the fiege this woman had di (covered 
a degree of fpirit, capacity, and courage above 
her fe» ; but being unable to bear the confcioufneis 
of that egregious folly into which her avarice had 
betrayed her, and which was now attended with 
oonfequences fo fatal to her ambition, (he was 
overwhelmed with angui(h and defpair ; and icfuf- 
ing to take either medicine or food, (he died mi* 
ferably, before the citadel was delivered to the 
Spaniards 

The capitulation was figped on the feventh of 
06tober, and the garrifon marched oat with all the 
honours of war upon the ninth ;. immediately after 
which, Fuentes having (Rationed five hundred Spa* 
niards in the citadel, and two thoufand Germans 
in the town, fet out for the Netherlands with the 

reft 
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reft of his forces, and put them into winter- Bo o k 
quarters in Flanders, Artois, and Haiuault K i^^}^ 

The reader will not fuppofe that the aftiVe fpirit /^^J^?^ 
of the French monarch could be unemployed Bargundy. 
during the courfe of'thefe difaftrous events. He 
was deeply aflSsdtcd by the lofs of the important 
towns which had been conquered by Fuentes, and 
would have marched in perCbn to their relief, had 
he not believed that his prefence was ftill more 
neceflary in another pajrt of his dominions. For 
Philip having refolved to profecute the war with 
vigour in efferent quarters ajt the fame time, had or- 
dered Velafco, the conilable of Caftileand governor 
of Milan, to lead a^ army of ten thoufand mea 
into Burgundy , and thefe troops, were upon their 
arrival in Franchc Comptfi, joined by the dukie de 
Mayenne with a thoufaQd foot and four hundred 
horfe. This army was grieatly fupecior to any, 
which marHial Biron, who commanded in thefe 
parts, could a&mble to oppofe it v and Henry 
dreaded that the province of Burgundy would be. 
fpeedily overrun. Haying therefore fcnt orders 
to his troops ia different parts to follow him, he 
fet out hinifelf: at the head of one thoufand eight 
hundred horfe and foot, with an intention to har 
rafs the enemy, till the reft of his army (hould 
arrive. 

The Spaniards had pafled theSaone, and advanced s*"** ?J 
as far as Fontaine-Fran9oife, when Henry attacked ^'■"^*'*** 
them on their march, with, a degree of impecuofity 
and ardour that filled Velafco with aflonithment. 
The king, was bravely fupported on this occafion 
by the marquis dc Mirebeau, the count de Gra^ 
mopt, and feveral others of his nobility ; but. 
above all, by the intrepid Biron, who fought long, 
after he waa covered with the bluod that flowed 

from 

1 D'AviUy lib. XT. Bentivoglio, part iii. lib. ii. 
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Book from a wound which he had received in the be- 
^^™^ ginning of the engagement. The king by his ex- 
*7?^ hortations, and ftill more by his example, inflamed 
his troops to a degree of madneis. At the head of 
his fquadrons, he plunged fword and hand into 
the midft of the enemy, broke through their ranks, 
and threw their van into confufion. 

Had Velafco ordered his whole army to ad- 
vance, it is impoffible but Henry muft have been 
furrounded and overpowered. But his courage on 
this occafion fupplied the want both of caution and 
of numbers. Velafco intimidated by the un- 
exampled boldnefs which he had feen difplayed, 
gave orders for a retreat, and left the king in 
pofleflion of the field of battle. Early next morn- 
ing he repafled the Saonc, notwiteftanding the 
earneft remonftrances of the duke de Mayenne, 
who had procured certain intelligence of the 
ftrength of the enemy. Mayenne then intreated 
Velafco to leave him a part of the forces to raife the 
fiege of Dijon, which had been inverted by a 
party of the royalifts, and to enable him to defend 
fuch other towns on this fide of the river as were 
flill in his poflefTion. But this likewife the Spanifli 
general refufed, and continued to retire till he 
reached the town of Gray ; where he fortified 
his camp in the ftrongefl manner, with a refolution 
to aft only on the dcfcnfive, in cafe the royal 
army (hould advance. 

Reconcile- Velasco, who was Utterly unpra£tiled in the 
mwrof military art, appears to have been ftroftgly actuated 
t!tr"h"c ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ °^ ^^^ fuperior Ikill and bravery of 
k/ng. * the king. But the duke de Mayenne likewife 
perceived in his condudt towards bm^ on this oc- 
cafion, manifeft fymptoms of diffidence anddiftruft. 
This the duke could not help attributing to 
Velafco's inftruftion from the court of Spain; 

and 
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and he could not doubt, that through the ill offices Book 
of the Spanifh minifters in France, Philip had ^^]^ 
ponccived fomc frelh jealoufy of his dcfigns. He 'Tso^ 
was therefore thrown into great perplexity, while 
lie believed that he (hould ere long be abandoned 
by the Spaniards, as he had already been by mod 
of his adherents in France ; and could hardly fup- 
pofe that now, when his power was reduced fo low, 
he would be able to obtain advantageous conditions 
from the king. After long deliberation, he form- 
ed the refolution of going to Madrid, to juftify his 
conduft to Philip, againft the mifreprefentations 
of his minifters. But he was faved from that fatal 
ftep by the invincible goodnefs of the French mo- ] 

narch, who, having been informed of his diftrefe, 
fent Lignerac, a friend and confident of the duke, 
to aflure him of his efteem, and to inform him, 
that he was ftill ready to receive him into favour, 
and to grant him the moft honourable terms. 

Henry did not require an immediate fubmiffion 
from him, becaufe the duke had often declared, 
that he would never acknowledge his authority 
till the pope fhould grant him abfolution ; but he 
delired that he (hould retire to Chalons, one of his 
own towns, and wait there for that event, in full 
confidence that no advantage fhould be taken in 
the mean time either of himfelf or his adherents. 

Mayenne, who knew with how much fafety 
he might rely on Henry's promife, and was deeply 
penetrated with a fenfe of the generous offer which 
had been made to him, accepted of it without he- 
iitation, and left the Spanifh camp. 

Soon after this agreement, Henry advanced to 
the banks of the Saone, with a refolution to tranf- 
port his forces, confifting of fcven thoufand 
foot and two thouland horfe, into Franche 

Vol. U. B b Compte, 
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Compt6, where Velafco lay intrenched. In fpite 
of the troops which had been planted to difpute 
his paflage, he forded the river about three miles 
below the town of Gray, and then led his army 
towards the enemy ; but finding their intrench- 
ments too ftrongly fortified to be attacked with 
any probability of fuccefe, he turned afide, and 
began to lay wafte the country, or to levy contri- 
butions from the inhabitants. Velafco kept ftill 
within his camp. At length the Swiis Cantons, as 
friends and proteftors or the people of Franche 
Compt6, interpofed their influence. At their de- 
fire, the king readily defifted from his depreda- 
tions; and having led back his troops into his 
own dominions, he refolved to march as foon as 
poifible to the frontiers of the Netherlands. 

^nntrHtn- ^^ ^^^ '^ ^^'^y expedlation, at this time, of 
f7ai>roiuti3 receiving the pope's abfolution, which had been 
•"• much longer delayed than he expe£ted, through 

the violent oppofition of the Spanifh minifters at 
Rome ; but Clement now perceiving, that Henry 
was firmly eftablilhed on the throne, and dread- 
ing, that by a longer delay he might exhauft his 
patience, and provoke him to throw off hisallegi- 
ance to the Holy See, in imitation of Henry Vllf. 
of England, in the pontificate of Clement VII. 
he refolved to run the rifle of giving offence to 
Philip, and on the 1 6th of September pronounced 
the fentence of abfolution. This event gave 
inexpreflible joy to all the true catholics of France ; 
and the treaty of agreement, which had been 
begun with the duke de Mayenne, was foon after 
brought to the defired conclufion. Such other 
members of the League as had not already fub- 
mitted, imitated the example of their leader. la- 
ternal peace was every where eilablifiied, and 
Henry had leifure to apply his whole attention to 
theSpanifti war". 

Thb 

m D'Avila, lib. xir. Thoanus, anno 1 595. Pcrtfixc ElzcTir, 
p. 230, ax. 
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The tranfaftions in the Netherlands this year Book 
were lefs important and interefting than in any ^^^^^ 
former campaign lince the commencement of the , ^ 
war, which was principally owing to the pover- Affair, o'r 
nor's prudent choice of the vigilant, experienced {^^^*^**"' 
Mondragone, as commander in chief of the 
forces during his abfence. About the middle of 
July, prince Maurice befieged the town of Groll ; 
but Mondragone, having augmented his army, by 
making draughts from the garrifons of the neigh- 
bouring towns, advanced towards him with fo 
much celerity, that not having had time to com- 
plete his entrenchments, Maurice was obliged to 
raife the fiege. The two armies lajt^long in fight 
of each other; and as they were nearly equal in 
ftrength, and both generals exerted an equal de- 
gree of vigilance and circumfpedlion, they efFedlu- 
aily prevented one another from undertaking any 
important enterprife. 

There were frequent (kirmifhes with various 
fuccefs; but the only one which deferves to be 
mentioned was a rencounter near the river Lippe, 
where Maurice ordered count Philip de Naffau, 
with five hundred horfe, to he in ambufh in a 
wood, to intercept a party of the enemy which had 
been fent out for provifions. Of this Mondragone 
had received intelligence, and with great fecrecy 
flationed a body of horfe ftill more numerous in 
another wood at a little diftance from the firft. 
When the Spanifh foragers arrived at the ambuf- 
cade, they were attacked on every fide, and re- 
pulfed with confiderablc flaughter ; but being fpee- 
ciily reinforced by their friends in the neighbouring 
^vc>ods, they returned to the charge. The Dutch 
troops, aftonifhed to find themfelves caught in 
their own fnare, were at laft overpowered by num- 
bers; three hundred of them, with their com- 
xnander, were killed, and the reft obliged to favc 
themfelves by flight. 

B b 2 This 
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This was the laft memorable event of the cam* 
paign, although the two generals remained in 

»S95- ^'^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^*^' *^ ^"^ ^^ Odtober, when 
Detthof* they broke up their camps, and put their troops 
^ '*" into winter-quarters ; and Mondragone died not 
long after at the age of ninety-two, having to the 
laft preferved fufficient vigour to fulfil, with dif- 
tinguiihed reputation, all the duties of a com- 
mander. He had ferved in the Netherlands near 
fifty years, and had a principal (hare in alraoft 
every military enterprife, yet he had the Angular 
fortune to efcape widiout a wound ^. 

n Grotius, lib. iv. BentivogliOf |>a]t iii. lib. ii. 

During the courfe of the tranfadlions recorded in this 
book, the Dutch performed their firft expedition to India s 
but as their acquifitions at this time were inconfiderable, and 
their moft important conquefts over Philip's fubje^s in that 
diftant region were not Rtchieved till feveral years after the 
prefent petiod, I have referved the relation of the whole for 
the hiftory of the fubfequent reign. 
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FROM the capacity and vigour, of which the b o • k 
count de Fuentes had given fo many proofs XXIV. 
fince his acceffion to the government, there was ^ -"'-' 
reafon toexpeft, that he would have been fufFer^^d The.r^^- 
Jong to retain pofleflion of it ; but Philip, having duke Albert 
from the beginning intended that he fhould con- ffaJ'^iJ^hw- 
tinue governor only for one year, had immediately itndi. 
after the death of Erneft fixed upon the cardinal 
archduke Albert for his fucceflbr. 

This prince, nephew to Philip, and youngeft 
brother to the emperor, had been entrufted with 
the regency of Portugal By his prudent admi- 
niftration he had acquired univerfal efteem ; and 
Fhilip, who entertained the higheft opinion of his 
abilities, believed that no perfon was better quali- 
fied, either to profccute the war with vigour, or 
to bring it to the defired concludon. 

Hi 
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Vihl", ii \\\\\\ 111 hnrlc tn KnLir tl>L- i^'Liddsar.d hiJi^r^ 
i\\-,A iliJ]^iiu liul ^rurihtr iT.'.ii'y unfltrtijunt l*lrtt-^'r^- 
Uit\ Ut r'^mM ilit f-pai-.L-irJ? ^c ihtir marLh tiiJ 
tl>» i 1 1 fii. nrr\ 111 I ■ u I ti ^.1 n n- v . Et fiJt s cf n.Ln l H riht n Vir 
and Fmt ri.L.^is VtfL, th<? ti:inL-t- h.ul Uniuaht 
UitiH^^ilWi^ii;^!- f>'',ttn.s, 5vii- lliiKLTt SiJnc^, f^n- 

.ELMtl tiMkR t>t^LiLLnuri k ■ &! c u' -i . by \vhi-m j\\ lus 
tpMf rs \\rtt L^tv^itL/,-1 v,uh t^^^l■[ll prmltntt; :■: <A ir.- 

■.Imulnii li'Trlt. liL^^LU iht itt-iLli, -jr.ti qiii^k^ 

Uif.k wp,n lljt liiMi, Tbriw Ihtni hOUt vlilirrtki 
;\i lI vi, L 1 1 rii+ N^ .1 11 ;■ mt^ I ■, vi ii 1 1 U' . i tid .^i v i ■' jii-,Lih 
VtK v^ut' tll^ kli,.1 lirTi ii'A lii»''ir thi'Mii^li \\W vnt- 
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nfil^jT. ',^T.i. litJ.i i piM [Pi i\ir ^\^^lKitlJ ta^t^■I^ pn- 
■|;l|.^;l^, V,iiiuh buiUlU' a^iI^- ti.il luU^lUr lM>t:.g 

i;\ ^l'^hl^.^'^UHl^.^- jhI liis HitV^.n^riu^ , i\ivti ll».\.jlltt- 
T ^.1 c l> ^ Tfiv prv itf lY lu I ^n ul h i ., t( '.n f ■- , ^ bu\'<; i* ^ * 

i,i.kr-| '■Viij|- ili.j vitv.is NiAuiv^y 11.11^ i*r(i.r,. 

i' MV AN Llii;ii:i3fyi[^iui7ni tliut rt p-stuc-- i* - 

itiv.d^n ^i^^fkf v.,i«lir[l ifjiTrnliu'H-vU of 4mw^ 
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■ Lj*Ai:' ihiH uin '*fjin lirr.'vr lUthiJEV^ 
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L.\J fjrjpTi iilh |||T^ iliu^ vii'Il',»^i' \vu!r i\W. 

rp, Mid m;lMV ol ili^n: n t'^Vf HilTl'Miii^h 

oin-nrli^t^ which W- hi(\itv M- tin K^rt 

iJiK^ttuiJ'iivl ulj.i.hil '^iNi. thiiHi^M^Kuld 
. ]r i.ittvui- v^^nii'L, ^Tj^U I (k^ ilTt^uic^j 
|fr*j(.|iii '*^ vMt'iv .iJiJ.(ifir>f^(i tn »liu 

fllTLL'r!' -it iiWi K}'-^' W^i^'i^A * '1^1 i iTt 

^ht r^.joi.v IU(M/J-U ftrbjviiif^ I l^rJTh.^ 
n ti.HjditI"', rfwL lH T'iTi^U .."Vfrf'-f r™* 

(t k .inm\,l i<3 1- ,^^J 1,11.) tui^-ir t^Hi.k 
.1 1 1 Iff' r K rJifi|.ivJtit,j'Ji:ui ;ij;;^MtM'^ lit 
1 1 . i*r^r^,. 
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l-t.,i|F,^ (liTrim^iriLjtta tl.5 p^ 
s , , ^i hililfli.-:Lii b.h :ifpri b^T! 'i K- . - 

. , ^. ^^.v♦^ <r ir.m tsriL'.:;^-- = C- ■ 
. . . .' \"^,vi*'., W fh-T \-ni ("r- ri D- .: ^ 

^H ' ih^ iTiilir, ^ir-d b< I. :.». ' --- ^1^ 

LSI 1^1, r nj< ' fv.T.f J, h. -*^ - 
I < U ' ! ilii-" if^'U I'.i ■, -Tt .f ■ 

".- H ^ ;.i 'i^l 'l^^ i''- [* .^u-:t ■'- 
► .. , , -Mill's ^-uLAxil^Kj^-TiillcL^'HU^Kr '-^ 

^. "^s 'V . ^ LiMn iirrt \\\i\\ |.MiTiJ '' - r- 

, n ■ k hI^v -p-lv'^t.x-iJ K.iL'.L-l-^vl|! *-■ :TUTf :i-- -- 
I ', . t^ v^l'-^'f t'', tiiiHih!j-iii.;kv Lipimtf.fT* i^ . : 

L, (^^I|...Im, \1\H. kTLlini*J "^ '■ ■ lISLITT^ Shi ,\ -Z 

.M> (ih^ci ti jhe T'it' !iH( 'TK-Jt i( ■['■■■rr;- ■ 

ij^T rU( \\ Ell A J Irtlitn iu'.t] Li pili'il, u}iA-hw: 

I . 

i' '^' iw-n h.tn'-JlL'J UN Jcc^tttnr rf iNiiit- c| IlJip 
jI »,nli*n;i|u< ilLiL-n iJti.|tJ;ii,LJ Spjuijjii;^ r^ciSiUI 
■iiiiHiTi.ini jiPiJ ticliTijn^t lti.r huni+ttj fruh^ TV- 
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ir.TF II KINH <ir ;?!'AiN, ^^. 

i>l ■ I |ii u\i\ M t»\ iih 4 r Ki . ti^ ^1 b r ^ " f F \v ^ !) f " i i- 
^ Vr I 111 fc^n n> 111 r y W^r] Uu -.UiLiiiftLi'k iH* -.1 ?^^' ^ . . 

%hfiT |lal^p±'I^^.1Ilfl11prl^iJ^^^i'1 (Ihivin 
,y i li^fT Tt k^|^Mj|^hf'" 'tJ ^ tHt ^ vmi-i 
(e;i;i^i» , .iHid i^ffNn:l^rfrr■lJ in tl'u Hi\',ur 
♦In tiir-wiir^l Kk. uti^ps^ .-i;ii nifH. i1 

I ^\n\ tfLnfliTiiUUir- l''w-ij Kl^(tJll'^^' 
iMj iM i^Jiuii-tf.-kLl , -.ujiL^,. ,ili..i- :mIm>(i h1 

H^rit iJiittU^r itik\ rjlf"ri, 'rn> l I^mlI. 

*lit ftijril ^J)ll^l^^t mflj.riLft I'-inl jir ♦■,+>[¥ ,?.„ 

|IJ^ -ivll^tl 1^1^ llU^'Irl'tlifh IIV^'f (l(*i' 

I ,Ot-il«f['ii FJdiKLlre. i 1^ u+l^fTl(^l!^'t 
H.tvilk ^Vi6>»^ IjfolV Llih NilV^ i'.^^'U 
Ji]M, u < III" ifiij. |npi <^lr.tf I'^lV'Ti' i:^ 

II ^ iOK^ lliUi lf]f llivtl \v<.\ln\ w^t\\i\u\ }-\ 
til :n i'iili^tf.'- rr>jr;i Tfn NuruiLiVik 
■j \ ,<.\U wiiKi- i.ii-i^r^iikM^ ut ill. Mnfth-i 

i> H'' -^^M-"- rhiii^ir^J'Mkt P^flfi tt i^uu. 

tHl ^*r|y t^lh*^||(^^ tV ^U t'^ X* 1'fHl f- 

I 1m i^^d IiiJimIsj -.iinMi.- Lj,, nLk^ 
\ I w.ii. ■l^ U\\ fill iKu! |i; l.<<t>i» 

fcild h mlIIU .^.irrvtl^tlilkM^Hlf. iVM(V.|l, 

,T*.MI(-Jil mdiui-j ^Uilth liNl b-iK 
.. h\iiK JH* !'■' "lit ■l|i"i'..||.ll '.\ firr 

fj) ^">Urt^ "t- v.riirfOi. iii^si i*JH Jill II' 4. 
rl^d brru/U^I^I l"i||> iji^'i-^r f^jiin^LirUxJ 
l^V^J:Top|llhH^^^:,^.^v.^^ ij;>j r^fw^t ■! 
' ' h 
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,4 11 1 r I ti u V n f.- r M r u K T ti ^- n r 



' ' .1 < » I mIIik .t«^ ui '11 ^ f- [\ r^. 

1 ., ■ 1 1 t. u* <iir, , Of t|. ,, r ,,»,, 4ij^i 

i ,. ,( ^ I *tkl-, *t.^♦^^ il. . u.^.M Vvli'fiiurliutT . 

* . s ^i ' I n 1 1 ^H 'VJ >ii lUttc <; "I ^ah t - 

^' '). ■•i|i\ |'MJ» ■ 11.1.1 T f , ^i<.^, t^.',. ■ .,,i;j,„ii, 
f* ^ <>% *\i<c tj *tt 1 1 CO Jyf "' J iiiri* *|t 

r ^ ^ f' 1 ^^1 il k^'^\ ^ ;^^i% I ,1,1 V*/ii ' 

I ttii + <{ I ^1(1 . ■, J j".. 1" (i I tih-c<»ttr 

yiiii . .1^ ' .III II, J^W .^lU .i T^ (> ** J -4 (11'- % - 

WH\ , ■ * ^ t.rt.1^1 A-^1 't^" I'* 'i- ' "^"J \^ » I* *■ 

*'». t' ; 1^- ^H.i|<M 1^- ^•^' .ii^i Vi. ^ 1 111 ^W .1 IE 

Mi^ . !-mi ^ t-^ik(- ^1' I 111 'U* l'n"L'lf w s- 
,(. r' M*i ^1 li.Ntu.' I V, "ill , ,..-,^,,t k 1^ 

>!►■■-*.,,' .1 '^i * + 1 Ir^ <M 'i^ Ic.^ ^^* II 



■ I ! i.H ♦■^ .|J*,li ■■ 



i-\v.- 



1 1 ■ I '1 llj I. .r iftii li» mL'^^ Ti^i,*]. \\v-> ' ; r-, 
fl , ».t' \\\ I'r^ , <t I- p* . ( 1' I. -11+ I I 

!♦, 1 '' ' I 1 , .1. ' . ,, ^^1- ^1 IV VI, il s\u.\" 



♦ ir ^ 



, » i ,' ' tl HIh hl'lil'iiJ ^vi^i. 

,<■ uL 1 ► . I, l^rt^i^>.*h*^l■^^^ * • 

. , H<r (^*^ ..*.*. .1 W. i\ (In 

^' * , ".iT^'. *V r \^*Mf - 

J I Hi * ^J.vi tl£!,lnfl*^.i±i J 

t t I 4 M,\nv.^t » 1 Tl 
.1^ 1 I • *,^^i 

1' I' |l »<H+m tll<1h^Mi>^ \v> 

■^ ■ t'.lr liu ^» Iti' 
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Iir.iP n KING OF SP\iv 

III lilLLLf-.l VdfjPTtbijJi ■ j;^ii hi^ ujdrn^ 
,prf|i tbt incurrnmF; m1 tl>e'cinrn^, wtjt 
vnh im lirrter lurrd"? thuiMJii'lrMnns 
r, I'iriui tilumplibd ik^-er l:4rii rlimnjiTj 

IH Jq:rfda^^lV^ i'> rhc npc; pntr ortlirj 
,j)J tficr 3ippMitt;(i ^jf fflinrcr nbb.^d him. 



t* tin: (nunc nf lUii; trdrriJCiinn^ ii t}ieT^i*in.„i 

.K ,hJ PfiUiCHL^ Philip ^iia.intd i 1.-4JA- ;;' ""J^'v'f 

pHLiM^ v^nitlh nn'jry than kiinsrJttbJ^ntcd-s^nL. 
ii,iai' ''l^'i^ iJ"'"li' ^i^' tJcptcVd iRim his 
firiuns. Alditj't e\h-rji' tlwUtw tmct.- rUc 
■ni tJ Ins Aimiuii m i^'^S, rfv F- u'ifli 
.tiiKt'd li^mc riitv^ilcnrtrpriffj iitivi ;iF:;j.i-rjl 
inn-i 111 l^iUiipL' nT m AiTiririLi T||t ;jf- 
ht^ Nc-thL-r'iiLidi (in^i FftiiiLt JmJ :n>r fi]^ 
. liim LifUn; ;l^ taki ruvenE^c: fi^r thfiL iii.- 

Vi.ki hit; IciiUrc ^Jreiiitr rtt ilir prtkni 
iHEi it hml bevJi f-i|- iome yi-JTi p.iQ ■ b^C 
,1: WUK I'xI'imlU'il i uhlI hli noiJiitiTiiin rjL 
,^ I'n LMrniiiiiJitn;l1v lifLiami at Ciibi?, 
;j ^,Kl1lTt LHif .ifiTi^Hihii.y liiiL^fittny^ wliicli 
t pi j1 1 1 lf.^i l**- 1. 1T i: , H ( ■ rr* iM i\ J < n- ■ 1 ^^ iii t- 
fti? pMl'iit i:i3i<ji.ifr.HlmL"iW 'n iiUfiriJh'e 
■t;i^^ ^liibh \Uk bJTfumftunti- prtlkrvti-J^ 
;; ri iv^^i lii pri^piti: .1 n.l^.il ,|]iJ M-illitiT^F 

iHV^nli.l f lU fl-JFitiLnnn lH'nii.:4 5 

ll^jil lni:i*iii(THTHi J (hcn-U^t k I™k ^^t' 

'1^ u>^i*l'ii.inis iiiif h-LkJ \vMvT\ vi\i. I'fia 
y^LNL.Ll v^ii h\-j iiivip* iJi lULti^ a- Mify 
..! 

hji iti svik iw^f a} rf.ir imi^erilirpj iL:>^ *"^^- 
i\vh[f\f\'\d,.'\i |ii^n;Mi, *fi i|iii1jiai' ii^iVVT 
(mki \f i\t\:M •^^ST'Uiath !■ r \hr ^•\' ^i' ' 
^KM^inrr.ii Hirr nl r^»<i< iha^a NimpIk^'I 
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RlSTOriY OF THE dFTHX OF 




, *t ^ j.i *M+Kn TiiT'ti*! C*Ji4., iiiJ 

^^.Cl^ ti J.,.' ■ ' \li,., .1^ J tift 1 xli..,. .L»k.tH,T 
(^ ■ ' *^X' *-^ ' '*- "'':'^ ^'^ i'UrjVI <J' Li f A 

It 4 I ^»p^ u i' l+.r" / rt"<v -, • .■jr;^**U T-St 
||'f It n*»m '^ . ' I. I *. u*i, ■h^i-.'Jj v\^t, p t tfl 

*' hI, I r I I ■'* 'I V.'\ ii«*i^ s^h^*«^RL* p-i- 

^ iii-i' r.i.^i^ in'hk^ ! V "fli iJttL'.Liii-itt lutirtm^i^in 
^4j| |i»j^. ,^^^T 1 (I hil;- *Mt Tii'iiji ^TJttjLiL. 

,, — ^ ■ r^' I*, fr', !>■ ■,?!> Mt lilt *r*S, .SI- J *hyl 

ttri|^-,.\SLi' h!v , J 1 r.^i- burial, i).itU fh^; il'II tt^A, 
III ^■^iii'i.ii'-l iVL^mHi ;1u;1ii^v^. 
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niETt.*KY f-M' THE RFinN nr 

iVltTn>nie^,MlirnT ^^ithmir n^^.ml tn ilir nppr ^mc** 
u\' winkr. tn c*itrV hit plnn Jnf inviulii.^ lri.''iinJ. 
Iliitri nnniff.li.11ii cvc- lnuiii. Bv t^c urii\iil tti' \\u 

tn TrifbnfF iiKid'^llitr pliirt-i ii liNimUu'a imil t>nri.TS* 
t^h^fiT livi;^^ !jI ftur luitl tiiinipiitt^^ wiili tt^iu'ttn/f; 

ir,iUTiir^ fli^Ti ft fl"^^ tjiJ^^ThTs n^d inilrLii-fii -,tii T ' 

im ^^llll^l'^l^'|^■■h^ h ^ri-^i*Til, -a v.-\.\,l\ linivt.' c^iii' 

-t vr/ hh Ml j![,aKT riil.<iirttt^l].]fllfti V^ifhtlr^i: 
fr^ u :t* r,\ Cu!i/^ -^'i-fe av kfim- w* iT ifit wh' T-d 
VNth tluv l^iikl liiri'H ii'fliclol f^rr PlnUp"?^ l^,r-L^', 

fvrin i;lI »*'ii,ji.k.hlA r-,1 thw lA-c^lrin, i(^ Tt 'i.itl 
J Jt. Ii-iimrii^. I'. I'.-^it liHirtll Thi: 51|t.i^aflT ilLtr 

4nMl |i'T»Y Hripj^T ^^'H'l [liL-u'Lirvi ji^l d^^Fff*, v\ej'' 

,Ttiint*ji.ui^ir>Tr^;i*TTiiMijVj7t>trii' |!,ti ii.n ,'J^d C|1U'>- 

^JKl \VlTr-[jtLLlal.'uk-V 

•'• Trrn I' t.uiitii:vtShrr(^ Uicci'cUci-Mir^' iirMvli^r fv^ 

^ ^n^ ^ 
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a'^il^i -^v u vmviC^iiHFT, i^vat ihi-^T preietyatmn ilr 

w.Hifj liiti ft'.U^s irii'irmLiJ iMTn (it the li'iu:^!:'!! de* 
piinlii-- Hr- iTi-i[m;ili;UpU km ^ir Frfirt:.? Wk 
v^illi w pArU Ntf fin I fc (ihlcriuf c!it ^turnrfsa^d htd^c:.| 

Inr^ h-i u-iEif^l lilt -'^fiaunuli. liv, their -march tilt 
\ht^ i\\\YT\^r\ ^Tit itM .MUM ELrukp cnnni Htihtrlne 
aiiiit F;f J h.i--Li^ Vn^^ The p.inL'L^ h-iii himiighl. 
wiih liijii <,iijnt j^i ;rnt>. Sir Kulit^rt i^Kinty^ pi- 
■ \ t n irfj: ( 1 r M ^ill 1 1 ULJ, J r .J iV v^: t a1 i ^ihe r s i-.f 1 ue b i att-ft. 
fi||j iTM^ 1 vjvtiLriLi;;! nlbitLS. by whf m til) lui 

.ir*p^ II V Cm ml HuTui.ilm., m Oic hrqil rf I'jh^ir 

Li^.b^riil \viii\ri Uii.Lii (lit Lmj^L^t '.irH qukkiy 
tturkyl ilu i^y'-mril'i ti^nlt^, mIm.h^ hLin^ lir+'-tT.i 
l(tfik Lip.tt vIk ^iM>r^ tiiH-i^ Hum m^^j Ui|i»jdci. 
i\i lli'iv uifij-. ^bt]}lk:c JiimuH imJ ?'f iMiiin^iti 
Vtfi ^mJtie- ^\t^ ^'-il kivir:; hn'iwr tliujvjjrrhtl'.L iTt- 
f 1 u ■ THi^ li. -v^ k " ii't h jvl '.ILL li tl i* ^T LI ri I ! t l:'i ( .1 , ^ rt y\t! i i^n 4^- 
U»Uf,i[i', \:\\\w}, iT^a^i\;\h m-* filhlii'gn-alcrt jnsi: 
nl ihuh wei- ' \^ht yyi m Uiv l^^fJui (N- tuki ti ^n- 

Ti *[•<.■ L'r. WlI'LlK lumltll' S^a^ kjikil, i^fVL'T lilU' i^ 

^ih'.-'i rTi,u^4. i1iu hJ iiiikj;'iii.ljfit lii^l niif i:iTuo:tJ 
^•.s l.f. 'II iii^' ^v.^.^t Tif j^rl'i'iiKLl Utiivtrs , ^il:i fwiT) 
iJ ^^;^^:T;k'v'tUJ■.i'l'' i^ ^nv, \\\\.Ki>.ti<L[w, ^ And Lir. fjliti' 
^ ^V (li7 r'li [.^aVvTk'Tttiini biHi^ li"i i'. Atiti^i- ^^^*J 
i! ,.,.tu1 VrV^i^ '■^iHL 'iTi.^ live Im-. -Util ^aktn ft\r 
'Liv, "Ivlv (r*(^'vitT lih li^'Vtujl^ I'mHv ur i-t'n, 

<':i*fflk( Mmnuv V sfcfirO iJiTmduc^^JT fif *mut'5 

il - u*^ *\\'f i\\\[: iii^rT-iJiwB ii.Hi^rti-lnf hncf^i J"-J 

ilflr-'nv'niiiTVi ■•ii-\--^K]: ti^UtJ tfic (-[tti.iiv ^v^fl' rt- 

ikC-' ^i.t^ ^ ^^ -^ I ij] 1^1 ♦ iifcr i 1 3.-[* .1 ri [^ t^T L-ivr l.w\ \h \ >^ i th 

ttUi ili--^ ifr*ft".tiVfrpfy\TT.n;cl ► foriUiC viitorv uvia 
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I,! I' ii K [XLt QV 5V/UN- 

^tf^irTkii'iihiiin, thii'\i:^i^ rliL. jfT'jjn Jif- 
.Liv tH' nnrplitn t'^ ilit ilvimi'ti ihc if-" 
"t-rtnjritmUU i.i1hii> TJfV.ill liw i ^'^>''"^ 

T ^^;,l.(tmj|||•.r^^ t^!ir»\vliiv-iv h bub l^'- 
■' -,uialtvlK^m^r1ll^^^ !HLf^NrrM.nNi 

liijlH -ill r\\ii\ -.im) VLi.Ji-',^:c^vifM llv 
mIkI mllrrVl■'^ tlKr^i rfi^ivi^^i;! rl'iMnij;^ 
ti'^rtiurt \Oii^li I'L- Ivrtrjvt'tl. ]U i< i^t 
^-.h^i,,! V.niriii 111 ^llv= tirickhllx': ; iLii^i 

vIiUi AllViTi^iMm! Ij^i'iLi fMttl.virri 
jhf-iN'f^ iifi'T^flftl^ VUiiipi-.Ufnl l3\ ^V/ 

..jfliri^i i" I TTU.fl ■|Vi-^-*;'itir\n[i »IT 

l.fc.-.^iii'', LiiM 1-^ ^ hJ-iini^i '1 T.I div 
■ I-. 

KP II*" tJr.if A^HI iWti^ iiH'JW I'^T 

* i. iijf T n^iiri!^.-'lpi'' f-r lb II ^i- 
f- -..tixi itiiJivtUjMju li* v4nvii l^iT 
|r.tM ili^-+ijfifi,^j|iinj'j»i»'.l nl ^ii^^'lipii* 

in^jii ,r :i. I- ^''*ki' ' 1" Fii'^^' '•"'■ 

y. 'J '*Vl'*P ti<»*- "^ t^ 







-1* 
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Hl^TORV OF TJIL KF.lGNOf 

^ pt..dtd ..' ih^ ctleriiv of Their rtircaf, 

^^••■-'Llnis rcMHsiLUirnd him oF the vfii:r:i> i- 
F-UTU7t, H" irtimccir:5rc!v fenr iij frdit*V^t 
\rit^ ?, part\ of hr.rfc [i.Tcuur t!ie uondsard hi^^ 
3rd aiipit^i.e^j 5^, i^^^ ^^^^y under cnuni Hn^t-- 
i^: n retard (he ^paniard^ on rheir n^!U[l^ v 

zrd 5i' Fui^cis Vtrf, the p.rncf hU Ijku^v 
w '*r. h^m tivSin^ S. Im^s. Sir Ki.,bLri >'clntv, p'- 

^rA rn:)ft cirpcritnctd M:Hc4?rs- by uJi.m ,i.'l ri 
TTi^iT^ v.^.ri; t\(.i:uTf4i isiihtqual prikkni-t -£"J - 
Trtp- i!-v, Ci.ur/i Hol'tnlfje, ar tht hcaJ rfT.-.r 
^■■-t-ti^rd hmiV, Ug:n] ihe attack* and i;wff 
^.■l,It^i lHl Sfanllli tav-aji>, wIkv btint J:-i" 
bL:k,i; L(pn_[!]e fu'.t, xhrcw thfm mtn "JUmTj*; 
Ai lh.= cnJii^ ^^!:LUJictf himj'tir Hirrd St l^Ji-M) 
Vt:t LH.mi- up, aj-,J fmijig kthkc ^Jirmij^fuhtrEt- 
J^;^? ij,-ki, ^1 njfkiLd their C£^:i!uJi<u-,, jrd^i 
^iiiUfu'. h:i%n(.^ 3njrir^ til-, m, rill ihc greaTcftpiil 
tf llitLii \Mii^ knFiti fuT FG iht fiiard tjr raJtcj? p- 
frir.c;5. Vinas h^mC^iit' ^'fl^ ki][tLJj after haTisg 
^\\i.7. pioofa, ihf.t his mircondtiiit hstl n<M pfooBd- 
1.J iViiTi itie warnt ol pcrkuiil braiTf}-^ bu^JS 
l?.f coTvftiruir^tittrriiisiiirxpLrienLV, andbnio' 
T.VJc: rGrihepTtfcn-alJor, of hli trocpn. 
ir.^.iLiind ^''cre '^-^'►'^^ ^fid five hiir.iirtd 
i^-.;itr&, -^^hiiL lilt vii:ti.Ts JoilonJy nmcQ 

Jt kv;is irt rfiTj cn^^agrnifnt 
i-trrrtd by Mminrt ^^i^sfu/t ]jrt_ 
rhe c:!^i)j-y \*'J;h carbines mfte 
to rhis tm^nrl^n, vrhkh fiJld 
miz.menr, L'ratittaaiirTbBJ 
^vhich lUiy *ert ovrrpQ^^W 




? 




II, n ii, K i\a Qv .^i'Al^, 

y^-,i*r. fKM'ir^i^l Milt J],lU>*?Jl (htriip 

, f'rrrif'liCil.J (ij.itJ.NtV.il^ J';t K'AHjir- 
iiiH- tKiiT .ii\ iiilrfi r./r-,iiT m^irrvc^ 
, r s' J* II tnit -.ii'v r ^n*»vr <H j wiiiLjlJ-fr,! 

} {tniti ;in* iijiy :iml v:iiJi"i(^\vii!r rlii.- 
, „Trnivl»S .r| iiMi- r^^'rti.inl rfWFiiilili 
A(t|'rFliiM. hifr^li ^1 .k■ftfsx1'*^fc iL^'irL 
if 1 .^ ht VflU'n* I.I- Hiu .ntlln^uluf , jiiul 
.,n-r^v,iUii'i '^'.ii-i .1 Mm* Mmtk'yidfi 

r^k'*m ;lll tiiitl[\ iinJ n\^ta^\. in rlit; 

i;wVlV>^ fd' lIU' \^,ll ^ 

KilM,:fi AihL*f ft;(tii.ii^Tl in [^it hiitfJs^vfn.iH 

'*-.ijhL[i^l .n,1lI 111 j; i.'if^";;.,; [ 1>vt-^ In 
:k t.lu■■-ti^, ^^hLi L,iJ ktti /t;jlij;i/ pr- 
l:,--' -ih-, bd Inik'fj iulimfitcJ tu rfiL^ 
'jj lEut iilJ [hdr a-Liei^r rnVi- 
^fd, nrtdi;:* '■^-'■ic;i::!r, (Tijt 

j.-nr^n or 

kd ffJT 
■fii'tem 

itfi^ 



fl *t,K 
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IM-TORV O!' The IlKinN OI^ 

wbhhia iL'Tiicti itiLf.rmt J Htii rjf tht- LniintV dc- 
ptiMUft Kf inimtLliiiifK Um ^ir FthI^ tl.= Ttic 
Mi(h ,1 rilrl^ nil" hT'i(lui jVimr thr wor^lsai-J btils,tz^ 
.XW^d thfpfltL^iLl iHli?lllt[ p/M> TlEldtT ^juunt Hnl-ft'- 

lilt |l'fltm^^ rtii i-iH^jKiiu. EiHtk* cnnut Htiki^lr-ic 
rthtl Sic Vj tLtih Vtrt', rhi' piincL- li.nj hmuE^ht 
Vfhh |iiiii V'lm^ Kii^tiKE^H Sir Kijlxir ^uliic^, go- 
vtiryir'tl IliJiliuiii, yi.ifiL-vrinl JnfiLis nflnis bcax-cft 
ifinti 1 1 L. ffl t vt^ h IV nvt d i ll ■] s.'t J E , liy v- 1 irixt u^ I h^ 

Irv jn ' I T ih , Cr 'u: 1 1 I -if vlit n1i -c, ht i he hvn^ rf f, h l r 
hu 1^1 rill bntiU U^^Lii i!ic Jhtutk^ and t^uitkl^ 

Ik'kJ,* ly-i'ii tjjt' [ijot, tlirtw iht.jn mm Junnki , 
At (his- -^htih, friiiiiiiu' \wu\i\i ..nJ Sir I'rai.ns 
V^h i-,irri ii.^>jiij l^^^^c^^^ke tb.j^tiiih liit tir.c 
lit,'- ♦.ipV-'-v ii'iiij'lunl Juir U'ljlhrfinn," iitnl n>.iiJc 
Onj4(tjii Im^i'J, r^intJf^T iii, ni, nil iIa grcrt^tH p,n' 
ulTz+ui, wt*! (uijvi j;m i<> ihi.-iwp-iul IT tulicn pti 
(iiw-u VtiM^ liHut'd! wn:^ \\\k.\, iHur liiiMrt- 
(Hh- 1 1 jTii^jfn,. ih Lt lliR mili-i.jidiiL'i hvi 1-11 ft jinit^^J 

C Tli'^Wli'l^Ulhfl.-.fcrl lil.Tinc\p'.rfcr...v., h7^dhlir:iiicU 
r.^f^-ilu-VriLlcnnTKiNlil Iin, n-stit'L-- Abo^ii- LsVi-. 
t^ .-,ml hV*h' :^i.l, LudriK-j- iiuirAc^.l ijdki:n prU 
♦' « <4, '■InM;, [\iV ^Lc;■ i\ knltrLi^l^ mncnr it ft, 

■ *n*'(1-h. Mi>niki^ \v.i^fljn irirn>diju-rd, nf avmi ti |t 

f^'.^.Twi-rii,.>, ^li,,li ni^il;}iL^ t:rrn>v ^mti y- 

mii.^ti, ji^V.rj-y.w^Tpii'.bat.d', .ilJrllic viaiJr> vt^ 
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xM Hl^Tv^KV Dl!' THE REJGX 01- 

t„-iViiK Hihk'JTig: Li-nTTiiirWiUul ll^W plrtr fr.N.' 
►■j:Ji.1i:k. . ►lr,^^ uLnii'.i'.tJ his ^ippr^'l-'^h^n, Ut' t ■* 

T',\rnlr i.T Xtnicb. !v f^-t ^hiiT lu^m. Drturk-i,> t 

i";ti ^i ,iRi,^iTT^iTv-i^, Hib .-..r y], ^As,n\* -n i( rii .. 
f" -i^^ Ai.i'i'ntJis Aj i^-iuij It It- ■tvi;bri>LH.L tL iii i l 

i^Hi* M ' H ; ^u^l^t. i \ \\\, c^\.\\ ,. , ,■ u rn I'** 1 - 
A-i]\' Aki-', iU;:n,,^i 'i^t, i^ ]'.HUrt?u^(iT'*Vii 

tl»H I I l!|iJ:t<,Hl-S V.-<H4knVL,. ft'\-.A A\\\\\*,,'',\* ,t 

ii tk-^ iv^J upp I'.itHiil {K ^.^U'-i (' h i^r tl'-^m i*. ' 
f , M.^tttifltfiii uu,iTti' t^l^^^l L.iiKunnil't!.- ' ,-* 
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L-cJ iipinH{iinihn,;>r»]lil'rrf uflH\^TfFi*ich ^< ^i 
^ \^^tb.J|^^t■.tE fiifV iTpi^ii 4ik^UHirJ, killul ^^ 
m, inji.{ mriJeiTiL-iT;r.LL45 m.ilVr^ fjf iht *^^ 
- ttiHtint.'l 11^"^ llirLnp nf sIil pj-ti- WaS, 

i.fl - bht[ it u'yf fN^yif" Ifd h^ (k Ij-iihiit 
nt^^oi? ^ JiiJ Piniin:;:rrrm- in r!v mMn 

,v(i 'rjw- mUA"'', n+nulv lujpup.iji'ti 

ithU-TL hifUdi, W^'lt UU'l"JTfl|l|fd ^^'iiJi 
lit nifj ^Hmjlr-ri nti-i^ii- Timr ivlJll.i'vki^ 

I" i\\i-\r t,\m\Kf M i'.HNi-JJ> ('tis- ^rj 

,11 mi, iml flJrcl-t'li lie LID lll> til I,1X/ 

;\vt f^r Jinn Uifirti^f nflrn:t.^d ^tio Jfhi'NCh^ii^i v 
jMe iTifiiT ^^Jl^^l*kMrtJ|ln^r^ i^mljf;;,jTl'^ ,V\' , 

..larifiL- \*aji\ fpr'JiiFt' (tii". riiii ■, n pi»r- 
,iLii", ^'''^ ^*J ill'; pji'Uful <i-,> pirt^ M 

,.v L f ;l p4(lliity. I'lniTt ilit^ \nr, jiui.k, 
jvs- i-Mula iiiii^-iM.iLnr(Tririi 1,1 (IV.- iMtr>t 
[j>H Hk s^ti/- rM,^niliil Lis T^fl^'i-Hi 'ii^fi 
hf v.hiiih Inh**^'* iMMtiffl* imiti hum i^i' 
.liip|j( fFNtr^^ vJi»Jil%kUhi^rlv |-i Vi.i.ii'Ki 
. [7 ^u^ jrwn IhIt: l1*.; Nhtl fn iJn .Ji.k'i.-l 
LM^tC^t^' n fi** ^|.lI♦'}^^r^l 1 1 11^! It '-iKt-mJ- 

n I ^^..-, ^k \ud l.i^'iiiLiHi'.i (1 ifii^ 
I- li.iJ It iLi+f.i , ti.avHtl^rtntTlilinii ^^^Ji^:il. 
iT^i L■■ll^^L:Hll.mllJ■^^l■.v Vfhivh \w\ 1*,-VU 

1.' bill, .Jl"^ >k'l NLit LJllrtLkJuN^^ [jf 

lilt ^riTi^tn^V ^'■"itrt;^ litJuji' .Li-iUjUiiT:; 

rfMJmlkM(inrut luiii (JiirfpijUiJiit-,'! 

kjAthJ I -J 1.^^-iif* f" ivi-fs 'Ji-^-ivi it^*'j.i '^ 

li. 

iL>^ii -ilimtiwijiwt"- tiib^^i LlN^I^hunl^» 



-•^ 




Digitized by 



f *^ .'T h- Hr^iii 



t» 






... , , 1 ^ 

, t - * 






T ^M^ ml -It.- ii. ^'ih^.^'v L "(I-, ;» 
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' .' 1 - ■■ L |1 l,,^l, -;L .^.L^Tt'jA i^ *.- ill » *^ 

I - ■ 1-^^ ■! LI '■ ^tl1t^*A I ■ i< -*Hi 

^ |^*],,-\ vl*^ iis Airiujli'fc Iht Kn(;:i;ii. Vi iivT^, 
- -. > uTi . H . , I ir^i ji^ t;u N\ i I c ^-t' I u J ' 111 ^ I ^h Tv- 
!Lui.-J.4ii;t"ht-,v*i-^UtilAi , b\^\^h\r [ii<^grv*>LiVEl^' 
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1 r IL KING OP S r A I N. if^Tf 

(.tj^ by ihr iin-jr^ciJilt br-iV(T\- and ui> .J^^'^|_j 

iritaljcti of Hic RuVLtnor W i;;irriffr[i, ^T^^T"^ 

7d qvcr^ Inl:]] of ^rroij^icl wjJi ni,ucli- 

ty, HTjd in ^lit ]LN[nbcTldii laHi' ^^ vvl»ch 

put tumt: l!iiJUiiind!i of ihc ljd]L-i5tJb 

L 

1>u'di anil iM ijjTTi pfiJujin PuMii^'uirCm 

1 Tlhc TiinL' [liilJ Ami r^iiil n^ Uvli\^- hy 
-i Jc. MuLiti-nri^rri, ij Ntiip^>lii[iii rtrthe 
■ UTiTfliT ti'itL ihf l%i-|T ImJ rtarjii |m J^- 
iu JbliitP finJ(Hlii^- enTftprifc l^td^n^hi 
j^ hi^j.lirl'h ^rmy frmi ibt Ni-.tlKif,;iitl>-, 

i^liv[tii.ir hi; [IrwukJ chUr Miklit trcrtt^^i^-wu 
'h ihc Innvh l1n^^;1J■^.i^t ur pHklr-jeiin- 

L- Hvinity in n^tkiojt f'li" iir!-j:iir.j^iL>!V. 

1-^1 rifP'i'*^''^^'^^^ '^^"^ ^^"'^ urnvJon 
.,',,uh ilv etr^mi- tliU.Cii^V wlnJi lie 
.M.>;'n'i''iT mMi.v, TliL- iMlrii^f.NnuJ 
,[ lluifMt C;li|i'' h.l>t«:ufit|il>ui'J ri.it n 

ihr Itn '. '1■lA^ f l'"^.l^i n^cri^hit(li\ 

h, i-iji.; Lii,ii iiJ ^** y-^'' f^■■■u)^l^ lk^'iIjuhuh 

Tin, itJt^JiVVi'nrL^f-^>* flillK^l^ ruiiii 
'il-r' I ,ji tJia "^> itKtt1^(^^lii>( Nnju'in 
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hiit^^ by ^dl^'H ^*c luni i- t[itF^iUrt-d'!- 

dnjri ,1 ^ iliv tTuE rJrf*nfH wtvAA \k I' 

ii'l i.ic'imfVKTiicjJi, ^^:':, i!.r,:;7u^.,t t 

w.n^irs f I ^^m. rtli^l'- t'TL <•• t[ 1. fiTi 
i.'iv III j',i ', ^ L'lLiJ I in in*L^ ^.11 Mil'"* 
r\i.«\VLf^n v'lyj^ i[ In^il III; .11 iiiih^'t^ 

y\h\ nil' Jiw T.rr thJT r^V'^ t:f A',r;ivji- 
Ti * I*,.>kM,i^ c,f ihittrn 1-iHl I 

- '*\ itr^'^ rkiTi rivt :!:*J t\^(*^ic^ 
^ Lit(^fU^*i\ U]r1iin IiilIii i»* lIw Vt^ir 

It l^-■*JI^ lii rirft* n-<{v.i. f\\ 111 

i^ iTv ^u\^^\^ ^j 1.1 rhu iiJ thi: uifi-n 

f t tmik- i kLiivI Jhmii vIu s^mU- 

I. 1* t nflfTLV .n,n>')s.1'Li Li.iuhLvH i: 

1 -■ 'l>■^l^,l.'v.t^^^■W;ltl■l*:^l>l■ 

< ' ',l,r^rs.T!i^.fnr,iu'*li-iiH)r^ of s^l 

h ■ i\ni^,> *^ti M,T^Liirti.j \hl^j^ni h^ 
M'/ <tni 1.1 lb- \\--¥>^-, fliid i:tl 
I v'l- li . t',, -„ T^r' .uvridi*T>. 
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Ilia ill ^:H^t■r^ LHUl thnft fn^ -■■,[>- .^]^_ 'IC^IA;^ 

f;t^ili'r tni.il'''Viri-'Jii^ r^ii.fr' '1 .1^1 I 

It' \ir|rl tlMfk In J> Tl f'.- l1 111. ,^U ,■ 

I ilii- ,in I'Jrukj.^ tir,li.jitn[ In uh 




If L^T.Ui-n piFtr.rilv IJvt'i ijf A|1i,-I[ 

^i.mnL.iHf wjii frihiidi'L^ <iMl,i ^f'*■■t| , 
Hi, r\w ,-\tt.\u\u\^ • lM.1+.NMiJLl^rTiLftjt 
1T1I n ^hrUMiirl'i'l^in I'^i'^tl ?ni. jr., 
'i^i'r hF|j^i|i.fn!iHTi.iiL.li^ l^\m ^^iini;'! 
nt4 -UlliniMnJ UriWMn f^Vun' .^ni 
liij h-itt^ ,ikiJ iii+it, JjiiJ rri'iv u- 
iu il n .^ t\dy i.IjNj^nI ii riti..y,iLr. ^ ♦ 

,. f^^KHnill liini'miTCij Til fl lll< infipj"" 
[ fvJj'mJ. lit' ^'rfhU^ \A -M (MS h^nfu 

^. ^^^(ir^^fiiJn livivil.f^ |M|iTdi;iiL ■■ 

liL.t ptuic, J I id ilK-n diii^1,\l lirt 
, l.in.v M/rh( uriU nn'iidt'il ri+^ur 
J m f" friHrn u*' iIt*i ':|tiiM.ihj:> 
l(Jc nl tn.j 'Hhiiit'. i;iiN }\'\t* 
>.- i4' 1 iL-|ii.--i ^\t^i■t■^tmnlMH ik.l ii-.L 
Iff Hi.iL^r)-l^*xj;i v.iih ji ^jiitMi , i,t 

Lk.HJU-J iTl-Jkl nOiilliL J.iLi Uf(ili.:L., 

il ^l^■.^^■^l> \\--\.\ 1l.iifiTt.( (I ^^ A- 

llU* ^"1 t^.Kf[Lfl 4^ l^'ll 1' J-K nil Ni 

i\iX\ ^Hl» lltHV.li itllTT* .fl.-. NUiifl V 

■J ^ (LifH i *'iiN .^j. I" ' itio' 

fKh iitnr^ii-*' "-I h- '*! ii.i*,li' '-v 7uv* 
I tl, ti^' l-'i^ i|T;-ii\ji ii\. .'fij.r 
IT, |.|^,^ j,,.f|. u ,.a, ,[, I , I, 

'J<^| ■Jm.fi):iT,3j^ 111 ■.» ^4^TT^^^1 

I., -1' 
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M I S T O R T O r T H E R E ^ G N OV 
Ai.ir ibelo tfTuqutfls WcT*:: ircliioverl m \n'^ \\\i,'[ 

t'tti rnnntrd in in mjiil'hv ''^ili ^^aui'i^-L' ^^ncoutUtTT 
t.df1l^^^L-|^}^^^:&^^llk■.l1 rc-iv^iif^i vi^iirr.us txtrtmh ^-\ 
\'\\i i•\\y>^:\^^f TrJtnts lUiiii-L-nHiUn! ; hut ,i* \\\i pcQ\]]\.\r 
fir (1^ tJi r n, L- i I L ih i ll.^nt' -^ n rt rtn j rd i^ > I Li \ t he o - 
i*mpi'r,iiv hJduiiii^tiT i 1i-lhl" (ml thtujir^t i[ dtt-r- 
rflT^v hiiJ'l4:Li\l ui ;>p,ii:[it'.iLLi ikuiL Tfr uli-;-iI- 
rJTi.^T fjf ff.i UWV'S ri.-iitii I- inw^iE, ^Mii. of (^rcai (m* 

T k 1 1 bv t! I i 1 ^ etr d from i!ie i titi i rf( nni r-f t h * Sp i- 

tens tnunlry !iiu! hit-nkcf^L ithIci yicrpt'uuil ,j!Kmii?^ 
ii^d ilv SMtt^ d^L ply Il^imUk Nil t' rn. .iil^Hj^iLiif, 

FeriTiii* ]^n him ,iRd on Uii^ f- iK'nt-y thu iJti- .tjf^*w 
nty t>n Jn^k CT iLiiJ itf tlqjcTiJi:!ii:i*.ii, 

Tubn lunl.i^Uh.ni; iMpfL-ntd un^vuJe the enid 




pKiv: ^J^:^^^^;C|■^ l''(-ir;LC 4T^d Syi^i 

■ihti. ^^hiip U'^ir Hiiirv kiil (WrivuHmni i^Il- Wfjr 

\ht'fi hViUv,mc;^ Jn 'li prnlptctui ^ihLh tht> hiJ 

UvnilKjh<i^i,.i.niiUirlii't thtmlwdpov^t.-.r^Ll miicivts 
i*jrLi( fiimi^lhuf il n,iLjitbL'r^.Jil^tirou^''ii:tjat:. tn- 
iUifriin I'luJi^^'-- <\^^ \^uv i.>\'' tipttitJ tLjthf ViiTiily 
UtKii'- l^jtrrciit-.ifi^.iTiiEfur oi^i^ivL'.-fH-t) \^hidiJie 
h-id Kiiin lu li'iin lUj-iLlfd, HiK ^cr^uifLMi-Lri ^n 
I'L^iikJi; I rtd mill h^m im^itikin iWy su-p- v^ofth , 

\vkjc-ini.tli ^iK^u' tL'LHi t"imT..Lh,il,ir«'d h\ iht: lui- 
1^ ^JhthUMi .Ai-t VA^if f'it IkiiLl lui^^'fL-'d in vKe Ne- 
1l^ti■^,llu^^. tl.^fUhtTi T I" t^iia bci-n iilreii^K itic"- 
1UHi(.Li^ i^vji mv\t*niv-' ("lifuiilLr ^ liist ^rLt,!]:. w jj 

flir.'M* ■■■ Wvfi,[M rd' ^Ktn AV.UHtjI p.,y ; .^u A if lilt 

iliciLi>;hi 
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' \i !)tH, I n^r ■ f -^N (. ( ! i„> 
hh' ti^* , ! 1 iTi> I'l^vJ .' ■ ... ♦ 

I rti vlif iipi "rat* *-- i\ * 
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WijII'iij., t\\i\\-it f 'l ■' ''• K , -I ,t 

ij ■Tt'iilli' S 1. 1 1 \ 1/ ..■.' . H ', h] 

jjl.-nllm . p-^u I .1 1^ .<i ..,1 .u,^ 

UlVill '1^. J,i1..t|*l^i^'*.l' I - 4.\\tt 

rJ IIiiM; fCHl'Hli.i t>i*tll pti'L.I irr[l.ci, ^ 

jt \\h lb r,.,j';iJfTurK m fkri^r"^ '■■ 

(*i .^.v lir. itbh I nrH^I ^[<. \u:i ^,^' 
.t.jiii lJ (fN ^. .in iLI iMUn .'if(i.vrn.ij 
i.q .n il (+c- .■■t' ^.rif .^.l |-.r.|J.u.;, 

J. fi AU.' nfi^'ii l^v |Jv'r,',.il,N^^J,ili»L 
,.il.t fi. ^ni i \\i V-^^-^- ■> ii i'i^*"i (If 
ilk' u^'.iii'Ti '. '^f HhIu Hit'r '1^*1 |,ii* ■ 

1.^ iw \U*\^\ . KN'I 1^ll■NJ^'■.|^l^TJttll 

..„]>, W'^ii -kiuin^l ii'^^;vi:iJ.m 
, ^r^l^.^^^ ' ■ ^-^I't - ■■.*♦!. li- j^ 
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4cx> HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

Book ftrength againft the confederated provinces. They 
^XlV^ were not without fufpicions likewife, that the 
1 508, Qu^^ of England would embrace the prefent op- 
portunity of delivering herielf from the Spanifh 
war, and were therefore much difquieted with the 
apprehenfions of being left without an ally to (up- 
port them. But they were (bon delivered from 
their fears with regard to the conduft of Eliza- 
beth, who being entirely convinced that the inte- 
reft and fafety of their infant republic were infe* 
parable from her own, gave them fre(h aflurances 
of the continuance of her friendftiip. 

Thb French monarch no fooner agreed to the 
pope's propofal of a congrefs, than he fent an inti- 
mation of it to his allies, and expreiled his defire, 
that, if poflible, a general peace might be efta- 
blifhed, in which they, as well as himfdf, might be 
comprehended. But neither Elizabeth nor the 
States were difpoled to liftcn to his advice. The 
latter were well afTiired that no confideration would 
perfuade Philip to treat with them as a free ftate, 
and they were unalterably determined never to 
acknowledge him as their fovercign. Elizabeth, 
who had on different occafions experienced the 
great advantage which (he derived from alliance 
with them, was no lefs felicitous than themfelves 
that they (hould maintain their independence ; and 
(he believed, that while they maintained it» ihe 
(hould have no great reafon to dread the power of 
Philip. She was concerned however at the prof- 
pedt of lo(ing fo ufeful an ally as the king of 
France, and fent Sir Robert Cecil and Mr. Herbert, 
who were accompanied by Juftin de Naflau and 
the celebrated Barnevelt, from the States, to re- 
monftrate with Henry againft the peace. 

These able negociators left no ar^ment un- 
touched that could difldiade him from lus purpofe: 
they reminded him of the alliance into which he 

had 
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PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 401 

had lately entered with the queen and the States, Book 
and of the afTiftanoe which on different occaiions XXIV. 
they h^ afEbided him. They reprefented the 
danger to which he expoGrd himfelf by treating 
with a piince who had given fo nviny ftriking 
proor$ ofinfincerity ; and they offered to furnifh 
him with a large fupply of forces, beficka money, 
and a numeroos fleet, for the recovery of Calais, 
and the farther proTecution of the war. 

HiBVRY replied, that no alliance which he had 
formed with the queen or the States, could be 
reafonably interpreted as an obligation en him un- 
ceflarily to prolong the war, which he was per- 
fuaded would foon prove the utter ruin of his 
kingdom. He expreffird in ftrong terms his gra- 
titude for the friendhiip which they had (hewn him, 
and aflbred them, that no peace which he (houid 
conclude with Spain, would prevent him from 
making a fuitable return. From the manner of life 
towhidi he had been fo long inured, joined to the 
pffovocaiions which he had received from Philip, 
they might believe, that it was not an avcrfion to 
^ war, but the neceflfity of peace that had deter^ 
mined htm to embrace a meafure fo repugnant to 
the inclination of his friends. The difordcrs which 
pievailed in his dominions were fuch, that if the 
proper remedies were not applied, they would foon 
become incurable, and thefe remedies could not be 
applied in the time of war j btK peace, he hoped, 
would quickly reftore bis kingdom to its native 
ftrength and vigour -, when, inftead of being a 
burden upon his allies, as he had hitherto been, he 
would be able,, and they ftiodd find him witting, 
not only to repay with intereft the obligations 
which mey had laid him under, but to ^efeiKi and 
protedl them, and the reft of Europe, agaiaft 
the exorbitant ambition of the king of Spain. 

Vol. IL D d This 
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HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 
This apology, delivered with that irrefiftible 
force of natural eloquence, by which Henry was 
eminently diftinguifhed, made a ftrong impreflion 
upon the minds of the Englifh and Dutch ambaf- 
fadors ; they could not doubt of the truth of what 
they had heard ; and before their departure, they 
had the candour to acknowledge, that as the peace 
which he was about to conclude was neceflary for 
France, (b it might be found in the iffue highly be- 
neficial to the other European powers. Henry fent 
ambafladors to England and Holland to enforce 
what he had (aid on this occafion, and ftill con- 
tinued as formerly on terms of cordial friendfhip 
both with Elizabeth and the States. 

oni^"**«ce '^"^ treaty of peace was (bon after brought to 
on the arof the defircd conclufion K Several difficulties occur- 
M»y. red during the courfe of the conferences, which 
were removed through the difmterefted zeal and 
great authority of the pope and the cardinal legate^ 
and at length, upon Henry's refigning his claim 
to Cambray, Philip confented, though with great 
reludtance^ to give up Calais, Andres, Dourlens, 
and all the other towns in France, which he had 
acquired at the expence of fb much blood and 
treafure "*. 

fert^iK^r Philip had been the more folicitous to put an 
theriaods to end to the war, on account of a fcheme which he 
Albert! "^ 1^*^ conceived, after the difappointment of his views 
in France, of transferring the fovereignty of the 
Netherlands to hiselddt daughter Ifabella, whom he. 
intended to give in marriage to the archduke. And 
to emt^race this meafure, he was prompted, partly 

by 

1 At Vcrvint. 

m Bentivoglio, part. iii. lib. iv- p. 464, Sullj, lib. ix. 
D*Avila» towards the conclufion. Thuanus» lib. czx. fed. i. 
ajid ▼ ; and Gamdeni p. 760, &c. Miniana, lib. x. cap. zii. 
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by his affeftion for the Infanta, one of the moft 
acoomplifhed women of the age, and partly by his 
efteem for Albert, whom, of all the princes in Eu- 
rope, he deemed the mod worthy of fo lUuftrious 
an alliance. 

But while his attachment to his daughter and Hj»^«>«ber- 
her future hulband made him defirous of procur-JhiTfobjea. 
ing for them fomc fovercign eftablilhment, he could 
not, without reludtance, refolve to feparate from 
the body of his empire fo rich a portion of his he- 
reditary dominions. To the troops and money of 
the Netherlands, the late emperor and himfelf had 
been greatly indebted for moft of their victories 
over their enemies in France and Germany j and 
It had been the Netherlands chiefly, which, by , 

their fituation in the heart of Europe, had render- 
ed them formidable to the feveral European pow- 
ers, and enabled them folong to maintain the tran- 
GUillity of their other dominions. The preferva- 
tion indeed of theie provinces had, for many years^ 
proved a perpetual drain for the wealth of the Spa- 
niih monarchy ; but it was doubtful whether, if 
they were disjoined from it, they would not be 
found as great a burden as ever, fince it would 
ilill be incumbent on the king to fupport the arch* 
duke in his new fovereignty. againft the attempts 
of bis enemies in the revolted provinces. 

These confideradons were urged with great 
warmth by the count de Fuentes, in order to dif- 
fuade Philip from the profecution of his defign. 
But fome others of his counfellors, and particularly 
the count de Caftel-Rodrigo, in whom he repofed 
the greateft confidence, were at no lefs pains to 
confirm him in it, by reprefenting, that the fepa- 
ration propofed, inftead of leilening, would ferve 
to augment the ftrength and vigour of the Spanifti 
monarchy. 

D d 2 " The 
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X r -J* , " ^^^ NeAericds kr fc nxxte bom the feat 
h '-^^ '^ gygaag:^ «ad the kvs of dat coontiy, and 
tr-A. ^< ^'eags, cfarshSiT, and cuesm of the peo- 
P's, w<r- lb extremely (gaFattrt from tliofe of 
-rare, thar :t wviA be for ercr found inipraaic»- 
bas tc preffr/e ti*tn in dbedicxt- Tbdr avofion 
R X f-rr-'gn dec:: -5cG, ar.d cfpedaEy dm of Spain, 
w» -1 .rrrz-yjcubie ; the abfeacc and diftancc of 
At k:.-g h Jd bees the caufe of that invccerate le- 
t^:.yM whrcfa had farnilhed enipkjynjcct Co his ar- 
nres for ainK-ft f^ty years, and no other eflfeftnal 
rscarj co Jd be devifed ddjer to rcconctkthe pro- 
r^ncts which had already revolted, or to prevent 
the reft from imitating their example, but lo give 
ihera a fovereign of dieir own, who by tefiding 
anvy-.g uhem, mig^ conciliate and fecure their af- 
fecfcors. It was true, that without the affifboce 
of the queen of England, the rdxHs muft Ibng at 
row have laid down their arras j but if widi the 
feeble aid which they had reoeivod from a queeii 
'engroiTed with domeftic cares, and tottering 
on her throne, they had been able for fo many 
years not only to defend themrdves, but to carry 
on an offenfive fuccefeful war, how much reafon 
was there to dread the confequenccsthat muft fol- 
low, if the Bruifh crowns were united, ds they 
would foon be, on the head of a prince in the vi- 
gour of hfe, who being free froifi the embirrar- 
ments of a difputed title, would hove Aill leifiire 
to give attention to foreign affairs Prom jealoufy 
of the king, the neighbouring princes wooid never 
ceafe to fupport the rebellion, and4bment tbedif 
contents of his Flemiftj fubjeasj b»t ifthe^4e- 
thcrlands were difunited from the SfuuHi mo- 
narchy, and ereded into a feparateand indepeod- 
ent Itate, the caufe of that jealoufy would be re- 
moved; it would become the intereft of F«mce 
ahd Britain, and the other neighbouring powera, «o 
IcJid their affiftance to extinguifh the war fand even 

the 
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the revolted provinces would, in order to fecuf e ^^-?.* 
internal tranquillity, chufc to return to their anti- J^**J^ 
ent union with the Southern provinces/* ,^^8^ 

By thefe arguments, which coincided with Phi- Hi. deed of 
lip's inclination, he was confirmed in his defign .*w»"«'«0' 
and on the 6th of May he figned the deed of abdi- 
cation ; in which, after declaring his refolution to 
give the Infenta in marriage to the archduke, he 
refigned the fover^ignty of the Netherlands, and of 
the county of Burgundy, to that princcfs, to be 
enjoyed conjunftly by her and her future hufband, 
and after their deceafe, by the heirs of the marriage, 
whether male or female, according to the cftablifh- 
ed rules of hereditary fucceflion. 

Bvr it was provided, that in cafe this fovereign- 
ty fliould devolve to a fcoialir, (he (hould marry ei* 
ther the king orthe prince of Spain. That neither 
any prince nor princeTs defended from the Infan- 
ta, (hould marry without the confent of the king 
of Spain ; and that in default of iflfue, the Nether- 
lands (hould be re-united to the Spanish monarchy. 
By other articles, it was ftipulated that the new (o" 
veretgns ihould i^event their fubjeAs from trading 
to tl^ Indies ; that they (hould, before their ad- 
miffion, take an oath to permit the exercife of no 
other religion but the catholic, within their domi- 
nions ; and m cafe they (hould fail in the executi* 
on of this, or any other article, it was declared that 
the fovereignty transferred (hould immediately re- 
turn to the crown of Spain. 

This deed was immediacely tranfmitted toHrwrtifU- 
the archduke; and foon afterwards the States of 'jj'/j;,;|;„^., 
the fouthem provinces i^eed to accept of the 
archduke and the In&ata for their fovc- 
reigns, with the conditions which the deed con- 
tained ; being well pleafcd to be delivered, as 

ihcy 
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Book they cxpeftcd to be, from the yoke of Spain, 
XXIV. which they had found (b grievous and intolerable. 

IS9S* But although this event gave great (atisfaftion 
to the people ^bjedt to the Spantfli government, it 
was not likely to produce any change in the fenti- 
ments, or condufk of their neighbours in the Unit- 
ed Provinces. The new (bvereigns, faid the con- 
federates, whom Philip has appointed, will be fo- 
vereigns in name only and appearance, but not in 
reality. They will be utterly unable to fupport 
themfelves without the ai&ftanceof the Spanifti 
arms. They will depend on Spain as much as any 
Spanifh governor or regent ^ and the Spaniards will 
ilill continue to exercife, as formerly, an unlimited 
influence in the government. In the deed of abdi- 
cation, the Netherlands are treated, not as a free 
and independent State, but as a fief of the Spanifh 
monarchy ; and from the advanced age of the In- 
fanta "", together with the conditions of the deed of 
abdication, it was evident that the prefent meafure 
could be meant only as a temporary expedient, in- 
tended to amufe the people of the (buthera pro- 
vinces, and not as a fixt and permanent eftablifh- 
ment. But whatever was the king's intention in 
this meafure, and whether the fovereignty now 
transferred, fliould or fhould not return to the 
crown of Spain, it was the unalterable refolution of 
the United Provinces to maintain their liberty, in 
oppofition to whatever attempts might be madie to 
deprive them of it by the king of Spain, or the 
archduke of Aullria ^ 

Albert was in the mean time employed in 
preparing to fet out for Madrid ; but having been 
detained in the Low Countries much longer than 
he expeded, by a new mutiny of his troops, 

he 

m Thinjr-two. » Van Mctcrcn, Grodus, &©• 
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he had begun his journey when he received intel- 
ligence of the death of the king. 

For more than two years this prince had been mnlfs^aoi 
extremely afflidled with the gout; to which had«»Mthof 
been lately added, a hedtic fever, and a dropfy. ^*""*'' 
Finding his ftrength fo much decayed, that he 
could not cxpeft to live above a few weeks, he 
ordered his attendants to tranfport him from Ma- 
drid to the Efcurial ; and when his phyficians fig- 
nified to him their apprehenfions, that he would 
not be able to endure the fatigue : " but I am re- 
folved, he anfwered, to accompany my funeral to 
my tornb." Upon his arrival at the Efcurial, the 
gout returned with redoubled violence, both in his 
feet and hands ; and foon afterwards, feveral im- 
pofthumes gathered in his knees and bread, which 
occafioned the mod excruciating pain. He was in 
fome meafurc relieved by laying the impofthumes 
open. Rut another more intolerable diftrefs fuc- 
cecded. The matter of his fores was of che mod ^^ 
purulent and naufeous nature, and fwarms of lice 
were engendered in it, from which no application 
and no care or pains could deliver him. In this 
dreadful condition, he lay in a fupine podure, for 
more than fifty days -, during which time he ex- 
hibited a driking difplay of patience, firmnefs of 
mind, and refignation to his fate. > He gave proof 
of the fmcerity of his religious profeffion, by prac- 
tifmg with great zeal and aiTiduity, thofe fuperdi- 
tious obfervances, which the church of Rome pre- 
fcribes, as the means of procuring acceptance with 
the Deity. He feemed inclined likewife to make 
atonement for fome fevcrities which he had exer- 
cifed, and ordered feveral prifoners to be releafed, 
and their effcdts redored **. 

About 
^ AinoDg thefe was the wife of Antonio Perez^ 
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^09* About two days before his death, haViiig fent 
^ _^ for his fon, and his daughter Ifabella, he difcourfed 
1 598. ^o ^hem of the vanity of human greatnefs, delivered 
many falutary counfels for the adminiftration of their 
dominions,and exhorted them with much eameftncft 
to cultivate and maintain the catholic faith. ^ When 
they had left him, he gave direftions foir his fune- 
ral J and ordered his Coffin to be brought into his 
chamber, and placed within his view ; loon after 
which his fpeech failed, and he expired on the 1 3th 
of September, in the fevehty-fecdnd year of his 
age, and the forty-third of his reign p. 

Hitcbtric. No diarader was ever drawn by different hifto- 
rians in more oppofite colours than that of Philip ; 
and yet, confidering the length and activity of hi^ 
reign, there is none which it fhould feem would 
be more eafy to afcertain. From the fafts re- 
corded in the pjreceding hiftory, we cannot doubt 
that he poffeffed in an eminent degree, penetration, 
vigilance, and a capacity for government. His 
eyes were continually open upon every part of his 
extenfivc dominions. He entered into every branch 
of ad'miniftration ; watched over the conduft of 
his miniflers with unwearied attention ; and in his 
choice both of them and of his generals, di(cov«r6d 
a confiderable Ihare of fagacity. He had at all 

, times a compofed and fettled countenance, and 
never appeared to be eithfcr elated or deprdHed. 

■ His temper was the moift imperious, and his looks 
and demeanour were hauglity and fevere; yet 
9mong his Spanrfh fubjefts^ he was of eafy acccfs ; 
liftcned patiently to their reprc(entat?ions and com- 
plaints } and where his ambition and bigotry did 
tiot interfere, waB generally willing to redrefs their 
grievances. When we have faid thus much in his 
praife, we have faid all that juftice requires, or 

truth 
P Miniana, Ub. x. cap. xiv. Thuanus, Kb. cxx. fc£^. xiv. 
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truth permits. It is indeed inipoffible to fuppofc ^i* * 
that he was infincere in his zeal for religion. But as ^^^^ 
his religion was of the moft corrupt kind, it fervcd , j^^ 
to inclreafe the natural depravity of bis difpoiition ; 
and not only allow^, but even prompted him to 
commit the moft odious and (hocking crimes. 
Although a prince in the bigoted qze of Philip 
might be perfuaded, that the intercft of religion 
would be advanced by falfehood and perfecution ; 
yet it might beexpedted, that, in a virtuous prince, 
the fentiments of honour and humanity would, 
on fome occafions, triumph over the didatcsof 
fuperftitioti ; but of this triumph, there occurs not 
a fmgle inftance in the reign of Philip ^ who, with- 
out hefitation, violated his moft (acred obligations 
^s often as religion afforded him a pretence ; and 
under that pretence exercifed for many years the 
moft unrelenting cruelty, without reluAance or re- 
morfe. His ambition, which was exoAitantj his 
refentment, which w^s implacable ; his arbitrary 
temper, which would ftibmit to no controul % con- 
curred with his bigoted zesA for die catholic reli- 
gion, aiKi carried the fanguinary fpirit, '• which diat 
religion was cakulated to infpire, to a greater 
height in Philip, than it ever atttiined in any other 
prince of that, or of any former or fucceoding age; 

Some hiftorians have diftinguifhed this prince by 
the title of Philip the prudent % and have repre- 
fented him as the wffcft, as well as the moft reli- 
gious prince, that ever filled the Spani(h throne, 
But it is queftionable, whether he be entitled to 
praife on account of his prudence, any more than 
on account of his religion. In the beginning of 
his reign, lie difcovered great caution in his mili*- 
tary enterprifcs; and on fomc occaAons, made 

even 

' Eldiforeto. 
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even greater preparations than were neceffary ta 
infure fuccefs. But his ambition, his refentment^ 
and his abhorrence of the proteftants were too 
violent to fuffer him to aft conformably to the 
dictates of found policy and prudence. He might 
have prevented the revolt of his Dutch and Flemifh 
fubjedts, if, after the reformation in the Nether- 
lands was fuppreflfed by the dutchefs of Parma, 
he had left the reins of government in the hands 
of that wife princefs, and had not fent fo odious a 
tyrant as the duke of Alva to enflavc them. He 
might, after the defeat of the prince of Orange, 
have rivetted the chains of llavery about their 
necks, and gradually accuftomed them to the 
yoke ; if by engaging in too many expenfive en- 
terprifis, he had not exhauftcdh's exchequer, and 
made it in fome meafure neccflfary for Alva to im- 
pofe the taxes of the tenth and twentieth pennies 
for the maintenance of his troops. He might, 
through the great abilities of the duke of Parma, 
have again reduced the revolted provinces to obe- 
dience, if he had not conceived the wild ambition 
of fubduing England, and acquiring the fovereignty 
of France. His armies in the latter part of his 
reign were never fufficiendy numerous to execute 
the various enterprifcs which he undertook ; yet 
they were rnuch more numerous than he was able 
to fupport. Few years pafled in which they did 
not mutiny for want of pay. And Philip fuffcrcd 
greater prejudice from the difbrders and devafta- 
tion which his own troops committed, than he ever 
received from the arms of his enemies. Againft 
his attempts on England and France, his wifeft 
counfellors remonftrated in the ftrongeft terms. 
And prudence certainly required that, prcvioufly 
to any attack upon the dominions of others, he 
fhould have fecured poflreiTion of his own. Yet 
fo great was his illufion, that rather than delay 
the execution of thofe fchemes which his rcfent- 
ment and ambition had fuggefted, he chofe to run 

the 
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the ride of lofing the fruits of all the vi£tories 
which the duke of Parma had obtained ; and 
having left defencelefs the provinces which had fub- 
mitted to his authority, he thereby afforded an 
opportunity to the revolted provinces, of eftablifh* 
ing their power, on fo firm a foundation, as the 
whole ftrength of the Spani(h monarchy, exerted 
againft them for more than fifty years, was unable 
to overturn •. 

B If the reader iDcline to enter more particniarly into the 
private life and charader of Philip, than has been thought 
proper in the general hiftory of his reign, he will meet with 
I'everal interetibing anecdotes, in the prince of Orange's Apolo- 
gy, of which an abftrad is fubjoined. 
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THE prince of Orange begins his Apology, A^ftN- 
which is addrelTed to the confederated States dix. 
with obferving, that being confcious of having de- ^"^-^Jp^ 
voted his life and fortune to the fervice of the Ne- ' ^ «^« 
therlandsi» it afforded him great joy to refle<5\ upon 
the teftimony given to his fidelity and zeal^ in that 
barbarous Profcription which had been publifhed 
againft him by the king of Spain. *' 1 have reafon 
likewife," continued he, *' to rejoice at the oppor- 
tunity which is thus prefented to me, to vindicate 
myconduft from thofe malignant irnputationn, 
which have been caft upon it by certain ignoble 
hirelings; and which are repeated and fet forth \\\ 
the blacked coloure in this Profcription. For 1 m\ 
not accufed at this time by any of thofc ohli uir 
libellers, to whom I have ever thouglu it hnn juIi 
my dignity to reply; but by a great and pnwnhil 
prince, who intends, throu^ my fi^'^'i to w.Miihl, 
and if poffiblc todeftroy,thc conkdcrat y. I laii wnl* 
confidence appeal to you, who arr v/i II m «!*'♦**•»♦* •' 
with my pall Ufe, whether it haw cvrr ImiihuV !•• *• 
tice,eithertopraifemyfelfortocrnriir» nilMi*i Aihl 
I muft likewife appeal to you arjd In llu- w.mM, 
whcthcrnow, when I am acciiird of iiiiiirtilhi.U., 
infidelity, and hypocrify, c/>in|Mird lu rt )ip1..m 
and a Cain, called a reW, » u.*iiMri a iliMiitiM 
of the public-peace, and an rtir,i,y hmimmMimI» 
and when both pecuniary «hd l>otMiM»y »tw,iMU 
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are promifed to thofe who (hall flay or murder me; 

. whether after this, the duty which I owe to myfelf, 

1^80. and to you who have repofed in rae fuch unlimited 
confidence, does not call upon me to fay what I 
can confidently with truth, to prove the malice 
and falfehood of my accufer ? If you know his 
reprefentatioa of my condudt to bejuft, you will 
fliut your ears againft the defence whidi I am 
about to offer \ but if you have known me from 
my youth to be more faithful, and chafte, and 
virtuous, than the author of this infamous Profcrip- 
tion, I (hall expedt that you will attend favouraWy 
to what I (hall advance, and deliver judgment in 
vindication of my int^ity and innocence. 

••The firft crime of which I am apcufed io 
this Profcripdon, is ingratittule ; and a repital is 
made of favours beftowed on me by the king him* 
felf, and the emperor his father; to die latter of 
whom, it is faid, I owed my fucceffion to tlie late 
Prince of Orange ; aod to the forn^er, my having 
been adroitted into the order of the Goldea Fleooe, 
and appointed a counfellor of flate, and goveroor 
of the provinces of HoUand, Zealand, Utredgt, 
and Burgundy. 

•• No man refpeds more than I do the memory 
of the emperor, aod I refledt widi much fatisfactioo 
on the many proofs of attachment which I received 
from hint. But the uccei&ty which I ^m laid under 
to vindicate my cbarader, obliges me to obferve, 
that of the fort of favours which ar<e obje^ed to 
me, I oever received aoy fjccm Cbe empejxx, but 
on the contrary fufiered great lofs and pr^adice 
in his fervice. With refpeC^ to nxy fuccewoa to 
the inheritanoee q ueathed to me by my coufin, 
the late prince of Orange, h is impcrflibie to 
Qoniceive aj^y ground for allegipg ihajt I was 
jrt all iodebied for k to the coiperor. My rig^ht tQ 

that 
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that inheritance was indifpuoble; nor w« d^ 

;^lie been jufUy ^^.l^^'^yfj 

injufe, if he tad P'"°'«t'~/'^*JS of 
ArJ does mv tccufci reckoo it la '■j!""?' "J 
g^nS^« / prince, merclj not to defraud and 
opprcfehisfiuthfulfubjects? 

" All Europe knows what important feryices the 
emperor received from the prince my k'n'^"' 
w hS commanded his ami.es, ««"ded h« d^.- 
nions, and died at ha feet. Had the «nperor 
empbyedhis power to difappo.nl the laftwdi of 
Pne who had f^ed him with fo much fidehty and 
fuccefs. would he not have mvolved hts name m 
peStual infemy ? Befides, that even alAougJi he 
Ld'ndined toaft a part fo ^^^^^^ ."^.^^ -^ 
raaer, yet of the mod valuable part of that mhe 
ntanS te could not have deprived me, as .t hes 
wSth^territoryofthekingof France, on whom 

?one I depend for the fecurc poMon of it. But 
:;en allowing that what is la.d of my ^l.^«o.» 
to the emperor were true, yet the king of Spam « 
furely noPintitled to reproach me with it; who 
a contempt of all law and jufticc. has, to Ae 
lunSft of L power, end«voured to d^J^ ^^ 
of the inheritance in queftion, and 'cnf«'~ '"^J. 
feaual that kindneft of the f'l^o^ f" "JJ J^ 
mindfubefe of which he accufes me of ingratitude. 

** Gratitudi, in the opinion of this prince, 
oughf n^t: be ^nfined to the perfon by wjjom 
favours have been beftowed. but ought w ext«.d 
likcwife to his defcendantsi and u « bccauie i 
la^e oppof«l the fon, whbfejather was my bene^ 
faftor. Sat I am deemed ungrateful L^tjum 
itoUr tbiTffolden rule to his own conduft, as he 
h^f^appi^'utminc.. and he will then perceive 

Vol: U. E « ^^ 



Digitized by 



Google 




APPENDIX. 

which of us is guilty of ingratitude. Maximilian 
was the firft of the family of Auftria, who came 
into the Netherlands. And no perfon acquairited 
with hiftory is ignorant of the important obliga- 
tions which that emperor received from my kinf- 
man count Egelbert of Naffau ; by whom he was 
powerfully fupported againft Lewis the eleventh of 
France j by whom the people who had rebelled 
againft him were fubdued ; and by whom likcwife 
he recovered his liberty, of which the jealoufy of 
the Flemings had deprived him. Need I mention 
what every body knows, of the fervice performed 
to the late emperor Charles, by count Henry of 
Naflau my uncle, who was in reality the perfon 
that prevailed with the eledtors to confer upon him 
the Imperial crown ? Was it not by the bravery 
of Rene, prince of Orange, that the emperor (nh-* 
dued the dutchy of Guelderland ; and by that of 
Philibert, that he gained pofleflion of Lombardy 
and Naples, and the perfon of the pope, and the 
city and ftate of Rome ? And will his fon pre- 
tend to reproach the memory of thefe great men, 
by boafting of his father*s kindnefs, in fuffer- 
ing juftice to be done to their kinfman? Am I 
not authorifed from the few fadls which I have 
mentioned, to aflcrt, that had it not been for the 
houfes of Orange and Naflau, which I have tlic 
honour to reprefenr, my defamer couW not have 
put fo many pompous tides, as are inferted in the 
beginning of his profcription ? 

**By what I have faid, I would not be underftood 
to difclaim every kind of obligation to the empe- 
ror. 1 (hall for ever retain a grateful remembrance 
of the honour which he did me, when after hav- 
ing taken upon hirofelf the infpcdion of my edu- 
cation, and kept me nine years about his perfon, 
he gave me the important charge of all his ord- 
nance in the Netherlands; and in my abfence, 
without any application made in my behalf, in con- 
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truliftion to the reprefentations of his courtiers, 
2nd in preference to many officers of great expe- 
rience, appointed me commander in chief of his 
army, at the age of twenty-one. I refledl with 
gratitude on that teftin-ony of regard, with which 
he honoured me at the time of his refignation, 
when having fent for me from the camp, he gave 
me a public proof of his affeftion, by placing me 
next him, and leaning upon me, to fupport him- 
ftlf under the fatigue of that folemnitv. I know 
likewife, that he meant to give me a nirther proof 
of his regard, when he impofed upon me the irk- 
fome tJ^JK qf carrying the Imperial crown to his 
brother Ferdinand. But will my enemies pretend 
to affert, either that I ihewed myfclf unworthy qf 
thefe hofiourp, or. that my intereft and fortupe were 
promoted by them ? Did the troops, when I com- 
manded them, fuflfer any repulfe or damage ? On 
the contrary, although the plj^uc raged among 
them, and I had two of the ablelt generals of tl)e 
age, the duke de Nevers, and the admiral Coligny, 
for my opponents -, I kept them ^t bay, and for- 
tified the towjis.qf Charfempnt jjpd Philipvillc, in 
1 pite of their mpft vigorous cndeavpqrs to prevent 
me. While Jhe fervices :whiph I performed corre- 
sponded . to the truft repofed if) me, lean affirm 
with triith,.. that honour wajBtlvonly acqujfuion 
which I derived frpra the favour that was Ihcwn 
me. From, the climber of ^qonnts it will appear 
that I never received any pecuniajry .recompc.nc« 
tor my ferviccs. I am able to prpvje by the nioft 
incontcftible..evid(ence, thjit ray .unavoidable cx- 
pencc as general, added to the expence of my cm- 
bafly into Germany, and that which I incurred, 
when the king required me to receive and entertain 
the numerous foreign nobility, who croudrd U} 
oongratulatc him on his acceflion, amc)untcd to no 
lefs than one million five hundred thr)ufand florirj«i. 
j\nd to indemnify me for thin cxpcncr, what 
return did i receive from the king, who now »< - 
Ec z till*;* 
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AFPEN- cufcs me of iogratitude ? HaTiog vidi die cmpe- 

"["[^ ror*6 confent^ begun to aflat my chim m die lord- 
1580. n^ip of Chatel Bellin, befbie ibc fupfcme oomt of 
juilice at Mechlin ; when the coonfeHors had le- 
giftered their opinion, andean the day wfaen they 
were to have pronounced fentenoe in my &voQr, 
this king, who had juft fwora to gcyvcm os aocxifd- 
ing to the laws, did, in vblatioo of diefe laws, 
interpofe his arbitrary power, and fmbid the judges 
CO proceed ; nor fince that time, have tfaey been 
ever permitted to do me juilice. 

*^ When what I have £ud (hall be ooofideredr 
the governments which were beftowed on me, wilt 
not appear to be more dian was due for the Cer- 
vices which I have performed ; nor more than an 
adequate compenfation for that extraofdinaiy ex- 
pence, which thefe (ervices had 00ft mc: Had 
the king allowed me to remain in pofleffioo c^ 
thefe governments, he might have had fime rca- 
fon for reproaching me ; although it was not in 
reality to him I was indebted for them, but to the 
emperor, by whom it was deternuned they Ihould 
be conferred upon me, before his departure from 
the Netherlands. But fxnce my accufer has la- 
boured to expel me from them ^ fince he has, to 
the utmoft of his power, deprived me of my pof- 
feflions, befides earthing off my Ion to Spain, in 
contempt of the privileges of this country, which 
he had fworn tb prefcive inviolate, becaufe I would 
not lend myfelf a willing inftrument of his oppref- 
fion ; after this, I fay, is he intided to accufc me 
of ingratitude ? 

" Nor is there any better ground for his accu- 
fation, that 1 have violated the alliance, which 
I owed him as my fovereign. Though I have re- 
jected his authority, yet 1 have done nothing more 
than was done by his anceftor, Albert duke of 
Auftria^ the founder of his fSunilyi againft my 
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aaceftor, the cinperor Adolphas of Nafl&u. And *'«»- 
befides this, I (houkl gladly know by what tide ^^^ 
ray accufer poilefleshis Caftilian dominions? Did ..g^^ 
not his predeceffor Henry of Caftile^ a baftard, 
rife in rebellion againft his brodier Pediio, his law- 
ful fovereign, whom he killed with his own hand ? 
And is not Philip the lineal heir of that ufurper } 
It may be faid, that Pedro was a tyrant, and there- 
fore juftly dethroned and flain. And may not the 
fame plea be offered in excufe for the part >^hich I 
havea&ed? May it not be faid with truth of Phi- 
lip, that his conduct has been that of a cruel ty- 
rant ; and that the cruelties exercifed by Pedro, 
were much le& (hocking and horrible, than thofe 
which have been perpetrated by the ddke of Alva 
and his Aflbciates ? I muft farther obferve, that as 
king of Spain, I owe him no fubmifrion, but only 
as duke of Brabant. And as he is duke of that 
province, I, by reafon of the baronies which I hold 
there, am one of the principal members of it. But 
be has forgotten the ccHiditions on which he receiv- 
ed this dukedom. He has forgotten the folemn 
oath which he took to preferve our privileges ( and 
that it is an exprefs article of the compadt betwixt 
us, that if he fail in his engagements, our obliga- 
tion to obey him as our fovereign (hall ceafe. All 
Europe has witneffed his open contempt of thcfe 
engagements. AH Europe will bear me witncfs, 
when I (ay, that not a fm^e privilege only, but 
every privilege of wWch wc boafted, and which 
he had fworo to maintsun, has been violated ^ 
and not in a (ingle inftance only, but in a thou- 
fand inftances. In my own perfon, as I hnve 
abready hinted, I have had ample experience 
of his lawlefs tyranny : my foo, at an age when 
he was incapable of offending him, has b*- -ii 
torn from me. All my elbttcs and g<xxls have 
been confifcated ; and 1 myfelf declared a fraifor 
^nd rebel, without any of thofe forms of rrinl 
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which the laws require ; and by whom ? By men 
,of the lowed clafs veiled with his authority, by 
pettifoggers, and others too mean to be employed 
as pages, by one who holds the rank, which I have 
long held in the Netherlands. I do not deny, that 
at hisacceflion I took the cuftomary oath of Alle- 
giance ; but the tie on me to yield obedience, and 
that on him to afford proteAion, were mutual; 
and it is a didtate of common fenfe, that in obliga- 
tions of this fort, the failure of either party fcts 
the other free from his engagements. 

" But even if I had not received any perfonal 
injwjy, I ihould have thought my felf indifpenfably 
obliged to oppofc the tyrannical meafures which 
were purfued. For it is not the prince only who 
fwears to maintain the fundamental laws. The 
fame oath is required of the nobles, and of ail who 
are admitted into public employments. By this 
oath I was ftriftly bound to do every thing in my 
power to refcue my fellow citizens from the op- 
preflions under which thpy groaned, and, had I not 
done what my enemy complains of, 1 fhould have 
been juftly chargeable with the crime, of which 
all the world knows that he has been guilty, a 
breach of the mod facred and folemn obligation. 

*' To diis imputation, I know that his partifars 
are ready to reply, that although he fworc at his 
acceffion to maintain our privileges, yet the pope 
had granted him a difpenfation from his oath. I 
leave it to divines and others, better acquainted 
than I am with religious controverfies, to determine 
whether this arrogance of the pope, in afluming 
power to fet men free from the obligation of an oath, 
be not an impious encroachment on the prerogative 
of Heaven, and I leave it to them to determine, 
whether this pretenfion is not deftruftive of faith 
among men, and fubvcrfiye of fociety. I fpeak 
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not therefore of the lawfiilnefs of Philip's con- 
dudt, after having obtained this boafted difpen- 
fation, but of his folly in applying for it. The 
tie between him and his fubjeds was ftridtly mu- 
tual ; and by procuring a difpenfation for himfelf, 
he at the fame time fet me, and all his other fub- 
jedls free from the engagements which we came 
under to yield him obedience. It is childifh and 
trifling to fay, that by means of die difpenfation he 
is free, but that we who have not been difpen(cd 
with, are ftill as much bound as ever. For from 
the moment thatheconfidershimfelf asdifcnsaged, 
(by what means foever his obligation was diflolved) 
the condition on which we promifed obedience be- 
ing removed, it mull be abfurd to reproach us with 
infidelity. 

" I COME now to that part of the profcrip* 
tion, in which I am accufed of having been the au- 
thor of all the difturbances that have happened. 
With fuch of you as are old enough to remember 
the rife of thefe difturbances, there will be no need 
to defend myfelf againft fo groundlcft an imputa- 
tion ; but for the fake of thofc who were too 
young at that time to form a judgment of what 
they faw, it is neceflary I (hould give fomc account 
of thofe tranfaftions, which arc fo grofsly mifrc- 
prefented in this infamous profcription. 

" No perfon acquainted with the conduft of ray 
accufer in his other dominions, or with the cruel- 
ties exercifed in Granada, Mexico, and PerUf will 
be at a lofs to account for th^ calamities with which 
the people of the Low Countries have been over- 
whelmed. In the very beginning of his reign* his 
defpotic temper was con^icuous. The emperor 
his father faw it with deep concern, and when the 
count de Boflut, and I, and fcveral others were 
prefent, he exhorted him to treat his Flemilh fub- 
jcfts with greater moderation } and foretold, that 
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AFFEw- if the pride and arrc^gnce of his Spanifh counfel* 
^^Jfj lore were not reflrained, the people of the Ncther- 
1^80. lands would erelong be excited to revolt But this 
wholefome counfel had not the efie£t which the 
emperor intended. His fon flill confulted only 
with Spaniards ; he (till foflered as much as ever 
his paifira for arbitrary power ; and refolved, in 
contradiction to his intereft, if righdy underftood« 
as well as to his oath, to overturn our conftitution. 
The condition annexed to your grant of the nine 
years fupply, that the money (hould be difpofed of 
by your own commiffioners, excited in him and in 
his counfeUors the moft inveterate refentment. I 
have been prcfent, when thefe counfeUors who 
Knew well their mafter's fentiments, advifed him 
to the purfuit of meafures, by whidi you were all 
to have been adjudged to death* But it was by 
accident I came to know that thefe bloody counfels 
had been adopted. From the French king's own 
mouth, when I refided at his court as an hoftage, 
I learnt that a plan had been concerted with the 
duke of Alva, to extirpate from France and the 
Netherlands all who were fufpedted of being fa- 
vourably inclined to the reformed religion. I con- 
cealed from the French monarch, my ignorance of 
the dcfign ; and the indignation which it excited 
in me. By the interceiuon of the dutche& of Sa- 
voy, I obtained leave to return into the Nether- 
lands, where (I deny it noti on the contrary I glo- 
ry in it) I promoted with all my influence that ear- 
ned requefl, which the States preferred to the king 
for the removal of the Spanim troops. 

^' I ACKNOWLEDGE, that amidft the numberlefs 
falfehoods with which this profcription is filled, there 
is truth in another part of the charge which is laid a- 
gainftme. I acknowledge, that after having remon^ 
Itrated in vain to the dutchefs of Parma, againft the 
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cruel and aititrary nxafuics that were purfucd ; A"«»t- 
being prompted by my dread of a civil war, by ^' 'r 
my concern for the calamities of the people^ and 7^2^ 
by a fcnfe of duty arifing from the oath which I 
had fworn to maintain their rights, I called toge- 
ther the principal nobility, and attempted to open 
their eyes to the impending danger. 

^* I ACKNOWLEDGE likcwife, that I approved 
of the fupplication, which was prefented by the 
nobility, againft the placarts and executions. I 
am for from being either alhamed, or forry for the 
counfel which I gave. That fupplication was not 
only the moft moderate meafure that could have 
been devifed, but was ftridkly conformable to the 
conftitution and pradice of the Netherlands ^ and 
happy had it been for the king, as well as for the 
people, had he complied with the requeft which it 
contained. 

" With refpeft to that part of the profcriptlon, 
in which my accufer reproaches me, on zcojuux of 
the favours which I have (hewn to the protcflants ^ 
1 confefe, that before I embraced the reformc<l rrr 
ligion, I never hated thofc who profcflcd it. Nor 
will this appear furprifing, when it is confi'lnr-/| 
that my mind had been early tinftured wifli m« 
principles, and that my father who had cO it/!i(li'/| 
it in his dominions, lived and died in the prof# iU^m 
of it, I confefs, that even while, in Ufuif'yin^m 
of my education at the emperor's c^>urt, 1 1»^ \*\ »K<< 
catholic perfuafion, I always z\>\v}XfiA xSi^ SrAiS^Aii ' 
ties which were cxercifed by the pypifh l^'l'l J/»/M 
I confefs, that at the time of the Vi%v'% 'V ^fni*^fm 
from Zealand, when he comrran'V/l $ft*: lo |/ /* io 
death certain perform altacb/i to t^^^', |/ro*WN/*> 
faith, I refufed to oljcy, avJ »/;»'/•: M*'^^ (.^^fv/^ 
private warning of the dkf///:f t/y y/K ' it »f;> / ^/^ t^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



426 APPENDIX. 

AppEN- cxpofed. I confefs, that in the council of State^ I 
°' '' made all tlie oppofition in niy power to the perfecu- 

\'s8o. ^'^"s ^^^^ ^^^^ propofed i partly from motives of 
compaffion or humanity, partly from my convicti- 
on of the abfurdity of punifhing men for opinions 
which they could not change, when they did not 
difturb the public tranquillity ; and partly from a 
perfuafion, that the violent reniedies employed 
were calculated to diikppoint the end in view. But 
while, for thefc reafons, I was from the beginning 
averfe from perfecutton ; you all know that I had 
no concern, cither in the introdudkion of the re- 
farmed religion into the Netherlands, or in the rapid 
progrefe which it made during the government of 
tlie dutchefs of Parma. You know, that at that 
time 1 poifefied not the fmalleft influence with thoie, 
by whom it was introduced and propagated ; and 
you likewife know, that with regard to thofe dif- 
orders, into which the proteftants furred their 
2eal to betray them, fo far from giving them my 
countenance or approbation, I exerted my authori- 
ty to reftrain them j I punifhed the perpetrators 
with feverity, and have, on account of the rigour 
which I exercifed, been, by many among the pro- 
teftants, moft cruelly calumniated and defamed, 

*' I HOPE to be cxcufed on this occafion, forob- 
ferving that there is one circumftance in the pro- 
fcription, that gives me pleafure. Notwithftand- 
ing the malice and rancour, and contempt of trutli 
which my accufer has difcovcred, there is one 
crime, often laid to the charge of tl^ governors of 
provinces, of which he has not ventured to accufe 
me ; I mean that of avarice, or the embeadenapnt 
of the public money. Of this defpicable crime in- 
deed, I have been accufcd by fome unknown per- 
fons in certain defamatory writings that have been 
crrculdted. But from the filence obferved on this 
head by my inveterate enemy, thefe libellers may 
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ice the folly, as well as falfehood of their infinua 
tions. To you there can be no occafion to vindi 
cate my condndt. I give thanks to God, that I ^^"7^ 
learnt at an early period, of how much confequence 
it was for one who governs a free people, not only 
to preferve himfelf untainted, but even to keep 
himfclf free from the fufpicion of corruption. And 
you know, that on this account I have conftaotly 
declined taking any charge of the public money ; 
and from the beginning of my adminiftration, have 
transferred both the collection and diftribution of it 
to others. 

** I AM accufed in the profcription, of bavit^ 
pradlifed to return into Holland, by undertaking 
to defend the people from the tax of the tenth pen- 
ny, which, it is faid, was impofed upon them by 
the duke of Alva, without the king's confent ; 
and I am accufed likewife of having perfecuted and 
expelled the catholics. If by pradifing, my accu- 
fer means that I folicited for liberty to return, there 
is as little truth in this, as in his other aflertions. 
I myfelf was moft earneftly folicited ; and I am 
ready to fhew letters which I received, not only 
from the governors of towns^ but from tlie citizens;, 
intreating me to come and deliver them from the 
tyranny of the Spaniards. And in conDplying with 
thefe entreaties, what did I do, that my duty did 
not require from me ? I attempted to deliver from 
ilavery, the provinces which had been commuted 
to my care ; whofe liberties I had fworn to main- 
tain : and of the right to govern whk:h, the king 
had no power, without the confent df the Suies to 
deprive me. 

** No part of this profcrijptidn gives me greater 
furprife, than that in which 1 am accufed of pcrfe- 
eution. It is inopoffible but even the Romanifts 
themfelves muft bear witnefsie^hefalfebood of fo 
i: jurious an imptitation. Noperfon in the Nether- 
lands 
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lands can be iffnorant, that far from employing ri- 
gour, I have often argued and remonftrated againft 
it, and have promoted lenity in the treatment of 
the catholics to the utmoft of my power. Of this, 
even my accufer himfelf feems to make an indir#dt 
acknowledgment. I feigned, he fays, that the 
perfecution of the catholics difpleafed me. But 
now does he know that I feigned ? Have not my 
a6tions been at all times open ? Why does be not 
judge from tbem of my intention ? Never had one 
peribn lefs ground for accufiog another of any 
crime, than my accufer has to caft on me the im- 
putation of hypocrify. Did I, either before, or 
at the time when he conferred thefe obligations up- 
on me, for which he has reproached me with in- 
gratitude ; did I ever offer the incenfe of flattery, 
either to himfelf or to the dutchefs of Parma, or 
his tools and confidents in the coundl ? On the 
contrary, did I not openly, and without difguife, 
condemn the meafures which hehaddi£tatcd, and 
which they purfued ? Was it poffible for me to 
fpeak more plainly than I did, or to give a clearer 
teftimony of my averlion to his deugns, than by 
defiring him, as I did frequently, to fuflfer me to 
refign my governments, becaufe it was not in my 
power to yield him the obedience which he require 
ed } Such was my conduct before my departure 
into Germany ; and fmce that time, is there a fin- 
gle flep of my condudfc that will admit of the in- 
terpretation of hypocrify ? Did I not openly folicit 
aid from the German princes to oppofe him ? Have 
I not raifed armies againfl him; taken towns 
which he pofTefled ; repulfed his forces, and ex- 
pelled him utterly from at kafl two of the provin- 
ces, over which he tyrannized ? Is there any thing 
in this that can be termed hypocrify ? 

"But my accufer will not find it fo eafy to vin- 
dicate his own conduct from this odious imputati- 
on. Read my defence which I publifhed fbme 
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years ago-, and you will perceive to which of yj^ affen- 
belon^ the appellation of hypocrite and deceiver. "*'*• 
In that defence, there are copies of letters which I ^"^^ 
received from him, filled widi profeflions of friend- ' 
fhip and regard, at the very time, when, as ap- 
pears from the fequel, he had doomed me to de- 
ilrudiion. 

" But why Ihould I expeft to be dealt with 
equitably, by one whofc confcience albws him to 
affirm, that his minifter the duke of Alva impofed 
the tax of the tenth-penny, and urged the levying 
of it with fuch inflexible obftinacy, without his au- 
thority or confent ? Is it credible that one who knew 
this king's temper fo well as Alva, and who had 
ever (hewn the greateft folicitude to pleafc him, 
would have preiumed, by a meaiure fo tyrannical 
and unprecedented, to run the rifle of kindling a 
civil war ? Or, if this wary Spaniard was in reality 
fo rafli and prefumptuous, can it be believed by any 
pcrfon who confiders the important confequencea 
with which his raflmeft and prefumption were at- 
tended, that the king would not, long ere this time, 
have di(avowed him, and made him feel the weight 
of his difpleafure ? Was not Alva puniflied for or* 
deringhis fon to marry hiscoufin, rather than ano- 
ther woman, whom he had debauched under a 
promife of marriage ? Was not this old fervant ba- 
niflied for this venial tranfgreflion, from his maf- 
tcr*s prefence, and thrown into prifon, from which 
he would never have been delivered, if one better 
qualified to tyrannife over the Portuguefe could 
have been found in Spain ? Ajad what opinion 
muft we form of a king, who for this private of- 
fence, could punifli an ancient friend and fervant 
with fo much feverity ; while, notwithftanding the 
crime of treafon, the mod public and notorious, and 
produflive of the moft dreadful calamities to his 
faithful fubjeds, he not only fufFcrcd him to pais 
unpuniflied, but received him with open arms, and 

loaded 



Digitized by 



Google 




JS8o. 



APPENDIX. 

loaded him with honours? After this, willhcftill 
employ the language of i good king, and boaft of 
his affeftion for his people ?" 

In a great part of what remains of this apology, 
the prince of Orange enters into a detail of the 
tranfadtions recorded in the preceding hiftory. I 
fhall therefore pafs over this, and fet before the 
reader what relates to the reproach, which Philip 
caftson Wiiiistm's marriage with the daughter of 
the duke de Montpenfier, who was the princefs of 
Orange at the time of publifhing the profcription. 

*' My accufer," continues he, " is not (atisfied 
with feying every thing that can blacken my cha- 
rafter, and render ic odious to the world •, but he 
has likewife attempted to taint the honour of my 
wife." He fays, ** that I have infamoufly marri- 
ed a religious woman, folemnly bleffed by the 
hands of the bilhop, in contradidtion to the laws of 
Chriftianity, and of the RomiQi church, and that 
I did fo whilft: my marriage fubfifled with another 
woman." Though this alFertion were ftridtly true, 
it would ill become this incefluous and adulterous 
king to accufe me. But you know that it is en- 
tirely without foundation. My marriage with my 
former wife, now dead, did not fubfift, and the 
ground of her divorce was approved even by the 
doctors of the Roman church ; and by thofe illuf- 
tripus prJAces to whom (he was allied. My prefeat 
•wife was not, even by the rules of the popifli 
church, a religious woman, in the fenfe meant by 
my accgfer. The duke of Montpenfier, my fa- 
tber-in-law, who is fincerely attached to the catho- 
lic communion^ (not aa cardinal Granvelle, and 
other Spanifti minifters, from intereft, but from 
principle and convidion) fpared no pains to put the 
lawfulnefs of his daughter's marriage beyond doubt 
or controverfy. He found it the dear opinion, not 
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only of the principal perfons in the Parliflnnent of appew- 
Paris, but of fcvcral biftiops and dodlors whom he »"*• 
con fu! ted, that even if a promife of celibacy had ^ .g"'' 
been given by my wife, yet, in confideration of "^ ' 
her youth, it would not have been binding, as it 
would have been contrary to the rules of the Galil- 
ean church, to the decrees of the high court of 
jufticein France, and even to the ordinances of the 
councils of Trent, to which my adverfary pays 
fuch unlimited fubmiffion. He likewife found 
that in reality no fuch promife was ever made ; 
that fundry proteftations had been taken to pre- 
vent any perfon from imagining that his daughter 
ever intended to take the vow ; and that even in 
her abfence, the mod undeniable evidence of this 
had been produced. 

" I SAID before, that although my marriage 
were not fo unexceptionable as you fee it is, even 
by the principles of the church of Rome, it would 
ill become my accufer to reproach me on account 
of it He fcems not to have remembered the com- 
mon maxim, that whoever ventures to accufe ano- 
ther, ought to be well affured that he himfelf is in^ 
nocent And yet is not this king, who has endea- 
voured to (ligmatife my lawful marriage with infa- 
my, the hufband of his own niece ? It will be faid 
by his partisans, that he previoufly obtained a dif- 
penfation from the Pope. But does not the voice 
of nature cry aloud againftfuchan inceftuous con- 
jundion? And in order to make room for this 
marriage, is it not true, that he put to death his 
former wife, the mother of his children, the daugh- 
ter and filler of the kings of France ? i fay not 
this, prompted by my refentment, rafhly and at 
random. I aflert, that in France there is evi- 
dence of the horrid deed of which I now accufe 
hixn. 

•* It 
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** It was not a fingle murder that was perpe- 
ptrated for the fake of this extraordinary marriage- 
His fon too^ his only fon, was facrificed^ in order 
to furnifh the pope with a pretext for fo unufual a 
difpenfation ; which was granted, in order to pre- 
vent the Spanifti monarchy from being left without 
a male-heir. This was the true caufe of the death 
of Don Carlos; againftwhom (bmemifdemeanours 
were alleged, but not a fingle crime fufficient to 
juftify his condemnation, much lefe to vindicate a 
father for embruing his hands in the blood of his 
fon. And if Don Carlos was in reality guiltv of 
crimes deferving death, ought not an appeal to 
have beeen made to us, his niture fubje£ts ? Did 
the right of judging, and pronouncing fentence of 
death againft the l^ir of fuchextenfive dominions, 
belong to Spanifh friars and inquifitors, the obfe- 
quious flaves of the father's tyranny ? 

^^ Bu T perhaps this good king made confcience of 
leaving for his heir a prince, whom he knew to be 
bom in unlawful wedlock. For Philip's marriage 
with the mother of Don Carlos was not left contra- 
ry to the laws of God and man, than that otter of 
which I have already fpoken. At the very time 
when he efpoufed the princcfs of Portugal, the 
mother of Carlos, his marriage fubfifted with Ifa- 
bella Oforis, by whom he had two fons, Pedro and 
Bernardino ; a marriage brought about by Ruy Go- 
mez de Silva, prince of Evoli, to which that no- 
bleman was indebted for his power and greatnefs. 
And befides, is it not well known that this king 
lived in habitual adultery with another wo- 
man, the lady Euphrafia P Did he not compel 
the prince of Afcoli to take that lady for his 
wife, when (he was big with child by himfclf ? And 
while it has been affirmed with certainty, that that 
unhappy man was taken off by poifon, do not 
even the Spanifh courtiers afcribe his death 
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to the grief which he conceived from the affront af'«w- 
to which he was obliged to fubmit, and the cruel 
neceffity impound on him, of acknowledging for 
his heir tlie adulterous baftard of another ? Such« 
and fo chafte has been the condudt of this king, 
who has the afiurance to calumniate my lawful 
marriage as a violation of tlfe facred laws of chaf- 
tity. 

But I (hall haften to conclude this apology, 
after offering fome remarks concerning the nature 
of the fentence that has been pronounced againft 
me. It is in this part of the edidl of profcription, 
that the compiler, whether the king himfelf, or 
fome ignoble inftrument of his tyranny, has em- 
ployed all the thunder and lightning of his elo- 
quence. But I thank God, it intimidates me no 
more, than the anathemas of Clement VII. inti- 
midated my kinfman prince Philibert, when he 
bdieged and took the pontiff prifoner in his caftle 
of St Angelo. After the proofs which I have 
given, that I fear not all the power which my ad- 
verfary is poffeffed of; and after contending for 
fo many years againft his beft generals, with nu- 
merous armies under their command, it was weak 
in him to expe<^ to frighten me with the high 
founding terms of this profcription. I have lefs 
i«ifon now than fcwmerly to dread the attempts 
of thofe abandoned wretches, whom he has en- 
deavoured to inftigate ^inft me. For I am not 
ignorant, that before this time he has bargained 
with piifoners, and other murderers, to de- 
prive me of my life. He has now given mc 
a public warning of his bloody defign. And with 
the divine aflUbnce, and the vigilance of my 
friends, 1 truft, that notwirfiftanding his diaboli- 
cal machinations, my life (hall be prcfervcd folong 
as the profperity and intereft of this people, to 
whofe fcrvice 1 have devoted it, fliall require. 
Vol. 11. Ff **My 
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" My confidence on this head is gready aug- 
mented by reflcdting upon the indignation, which 
I cannot doubt will be generally excited by that 
extraordinary method of proceeding againft me, 
which my adverfary has adopted. For there is 
not, I am perfuaded^ a nation or prince in Eu- 
rope, by whom it will not be thought difhonoura- 
ble and barbarous, thus publicly to authorife and 
encourage murder ; except the Spaniards, and their 
king, who have been long eflranged from every 
fentimcnt of honour and humanity. In having rc- 
courfe to private affaffination againft a declared 
and open enemy, does not this mighty monarch 
confefs his defpair of. being able to fubidue me by 
force of arms ? Does he not give a teftimony in 
my behalf, and difcover that he dreads the efforts 
which I may make againft him ? Is it not weak 
and mean, to make publicly fo pufillanimous an 
acknowledgment ? But the weaknefs and meannefi 
of this condud is not greater than theabfurdity of 
his choice of the rewards^ which he holds fordi to 
thofe who (hall execute his bloody purpofe. For 
it is not money only that he offers them, but no- 
bility and honour ; as if a regard to honour could 
influence a man capable of perpetrating a deed, 
held in univerfal reproach and deteftation. And 
if any perfon already poflfefled of nobility were 
to pollute himfelf by fo foul an adion, would not 
his nobility be from that moment annihilated i 
Would not all fociety and connexion with him be 
held dilhonourable i 

** EviN my adverfary himfelf feems to have 
been in fome meafure fenfible of the truth of this, 
and therefore he addreffes himfelf more particu- 
larly to criminals and malefadtors, as thofe who 
are moft likely to comply with his requeft. " And 
in order, fays he, that his dcftrudtion may be the 
more effedlually and fpeedily accomplilhed, we, 
defirous of puniftiing vice, and rewarding virtue, 

promife 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



APPENDIX. 435 

promife on the word of a king, and as the mini- afpiw- 
fter of God, that if any perfon (hall be found ,.i^ 
poflefled of courage, and public fpirit fufficient to . , jSo. 
animate him to the execution of this decree, and 
to free us ifrom the aforefaid peft of fociety, we 
Ihali order to be delivered to him, either in land 
or money as he (hall incline, the fum of tWenty- 
five thoufand crowns ; and if he (hall have com- 
mitted any crime, however enormous, we promife 
to grant him our royal pardon, and if he be not 
already noble, we hereby confer nobility upon 
him, and likewife on all thofe who (hall aid and 
aflift him/' Is not this in plain terms, calling on 
every defperate wretch, every outcaft from (bci- 
ety, to aflift him in the execution of his de(ign f 
No crime, however enormous, but (hall be par- 
doned ; no criminal, however deteftable, but (hall 
be crowned with honour. Does this king deferve 
the titte which he a(rumes9 of a minifter of God, 
who thus confounds the diftindtion between vice 
and virtue ; and thus publicly avows his willing- 
nefs to bedow the htgheft rewards and honours 
upon men, de(iled with the mo({^ abominable 
crimes ? Have I not ground to rejoice in bring 
perfecuted by one who(e conicience allows him to 
have recourfe to fuch unhallowed means i And is 
not fuch depravity of fentiment in my accuier, a 
teftimony in behalf of my integrity ? 

I HAVE now (aid all that feems neceflary to vin- 
dicate my chara&er from thofe falfe afper(ions 
which are thrown out upon it in this profcription. 
Many things which I might have faid, 1 have pur- 
pofely omitted. Had I ddcended to a particular 
account of the cruelty, accompanied widi a con- 
tempt of the rooft facred obligations, which has 
been exerdfed by my accufer over this unhappy 
Mople, I (hould never have come to a conclulion. 
£ut with you there can be no occafion for giving 
a more particular detail. You have been (peOa- 
Ff 2 tors 
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*»»■»- tors of the horrid fcene; and have borne your 
JJ^ (hare of thofe oppreffions^ which would fell to be 
defenbed* 



iS8o. 



^^ But before I conclude, I muft intreat yoa 
to reileft ferioufly upon the means to which our 
enemy finds it neceflary to have recourfe, in or- 
der to accomplifti his defigns. This infan:x>us 
Erolcription, joined to the pains which he and 
is minifters continually employ to create divifioa 
among the provinces, (hews clearly that he now 
defpairs of enflaving us by force of arms, whiie 
we remain united* 

^^ It is indeed agatnft me chiefly, at this time, 
that his defigns are directed. " Were I remov- 
ed, he fays, either by death or banilhment, tran* 
quillity would be reflorcd.*' You will eafily con- 
ceive what tranquillity he means, if you csOU to 
mind your condition, before I returned into the 
Netherlands, when you groaned under the tyranny 
of the duke of Alva. Would to heaven that by 
my bani(hment or death you could be delivered 
from your calamities ! My enemy (hould not in 
that cafe find it nece(rary to employ pri(bners and 
aflfaflins to deftroy roe; You all mow how often 
I have expo(ed myfdf to danger in your defence. 
I leave it to you, to whom alone it belongs, to de- 
termine whether my life and prefence be repugnant 
or conducive to the intereft of the provinces. To 
you only, and not to the king of Spain, I am ac* 
countable for my condu£t. xou have full autho- 
rity (and I pledcc my(elf to fubmit to it) to di(^ 
pofe, as you (Iwl incline, either of my perfon, or 
of my life. Interpofe that authority with which I 
acknowledge you to be invefted, and give orders 
either for my departure from among you, or for 
my death ; if you judgs either the one or the other 
for the general good. But if, on the contrary, my 
paft condudt has convinced you^ as I tmft it has, dF 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. 437 

finoerity of my zeal and attachment, or if my apfbn- 
long experience ^vcs you confidence in my abili- ^^"j\ 
fjf tor condudting your affairs ; I (hail ftill con- TeSo!' 
tinue to employ in your fervice, the tdents which 
I poHefs, hoping that you will liften to theeam^ 
exhortations wluch I nave giveikyou, to maintain 
harmony and concord in the ftate ; and exert 
yourfelves ftrenuoufly for the defence of this peo- 
pie, whom you have undertaken to protedt % de- 
pending on the favour of the Almighty, that your 
endeavours for this end (hall be attended with fuo<> 
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jfiEN HUMEYA, is eleaed king 
•^ of the Morefco inhabitants of 
Granada, i. 047. Attempts to 
jx>flcfs himfelf of the citv of Grana- 
da, 248. Commences hoftilities a- 
r' ft the Spaniards, but is forced to 
^ to the mountains, 049. His 
fcattered followers retumr to his 
ftandard, 151. Ismurdovd, 254. 
JUbertf cardinal and archduke, is ap- 

C' ted |;ovemor of the Nether- 
>> »• 373* Undertakes the 
fiege of Calais, 375. Takes the 
town by ftorm, 378, Takes Ar- 
dies, 379. Leaves France, 380. 
Lays fiegc to Hulft, 381. The gar- 
rifon furrenders, 384. Suxprifes 
the town of Amiens, 391. Mar- 
ries the infanta, and receives the 
fovereignty of the Netherlands, 405. 

Aicaxary battle of, between Sebaftian 
king of Portugal, and Muley Mo- 
luc emperor of Morocco, ii. 78. 

AlcMOir beiieged by Don Frederic 
de Toledo, i. 386. 

Aldtpmde^ St. Philip deMamix, lord 
of, promotes the agreement called 
the Compromile, againft the efta- 
bliihment ^f the Inquifition in the 
Netherlands, i. 175. Is fent by the 
prince of Orange to the aflemblv of 
the States at Dort, 353. Is defeat- 
ed and taken prifbner by the duke 
cf Alva, 390. Defends the citv of 
Antwerp againft tbe prince of Par- 
ma, ii. 177. His fpeech todilTuade 
the nrrifon finom a (iuxender, i8s. 
Affifts count Hohenloe in the attack 
of the counter-dyke of Couveftein, 
19a. Is tied up hy the capitulation 
from bearing arms for a year, 198. 

Abji^ is fdzed by the mutmous Spa- 
nifli troops, ii. %. Is recovered by 
the States, 134. 

AhfOt Ferdinand de Toledo, duke of, 
his diarafker, i. 36. His inftnic- 
lions on the violatioB of the truce 



of Vaucelles, 37. Leads an army in- 
to the Ecclefiaftical State, 40. His 
motives to granting the pope a truce, 
41. Advifts Philip to awe the Ne- 
therlands bv an army, aoi. Leads 
an army uiither, 90s. Impriibns 
the counts Horn and Egmont, 204. 
The extraordinary powers he was 
invefted with by Philip, aoy. Infti- 
tutes a council called the Council of 
Tumults, f AW. His violent proceed- 
ings, 108. His infolent reply to the 
raagiftrates of Antwerp, % 1 1. Citea 
the prince of Orange to ftand a trial, 
a 1 5. ConfiTcates the prince's ef- 
tates, ai6. His brutal profcriptions, 
2a3. PaiTes fcntence on the counts 
Egmont and Horn, »»6. Defeats 
count Lewis of Naflau, 230. De- 
clines engaging the prince of Orange, 
935, Hisvamty and arrogance on 
the prince diibanding his strmy, 27** 
His tyrannical prpfecutions, 273. 
Impriions and confifcates the effects 
of the Eoglifli merchants at Ant- 
werp, 277. Inflames the Flemings 
by uxation, 279. His reply to the 
reprefentatioos of the States, aSa. 
Publiihes an aa of sndemnity, 285. 
Inforces the tax of the tenth penny» 
287. Fills the city of Utrecht with 
foldiers, to live at tree quarters upon 
the inhabitants, 25JO. His fentencc 
againft that city, imd. His demands 
en the city of Bruflels, aoi. Hi* 
indignation at the furprife of the fort 
ofLouveftein, 295. Publiflies an e- 
dia for the immediate payment of 
taxes, 294. His barbarous puipofe 
againft the inhabitants of Bruflels, 
how prevented, 207. Complains of 
thequeen of England protcaingthc 
Flemifli exiles, 298. . The citizens of 
Fluflung revolt on his attempt to for- 
tify the citadel, 305- His fuccours 
to Middleburg intercepted, sir. 
Befieget Mons, 33a. Cautiouflr 
avoid" 
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svoids pftiw^ ffcvont to sn cngsgc* 
ncnt by tbe prinoe of Oianp, 340. 
Attacks and worfts him in his re- 
tratf 543- Takes Moa8» 346. His 
armyplunckrs Mechlin^ 347. Or- 
ders his (on Toledo toperfevcre in 
thefiegeof H?icrlem»375. I^s bar- 
iMuitythere, 38 j. Obtmins his dif- 
miffion from the gofernment of the 
Netherlands, 391. Review of his ad- 
miniftntion» 39ft. Incurs the king's 
di^leafitre io the marriage of his Ibnt 
ii. 89. Is appointed to command 
the forces employed apinft Portu- 
ga]| 90. Commences his operationsy 
*9t. His barbarity on taking the 
town and caftle of Calcnes, 93. De- 
feats Don Antonio, 05. Takes 
Liibon, iM. His aiielty diere» 96. 

Ahfmro de Sande, his gallant defence 
of the fort Gerba againft the Turks, 
i. 103. Is ient with reinforcements to 
Malta, 157. Defeats the Turks,i59. 

AtmtiUj the town of, fiirprized by the 
archduke Albert* ii. 391. Isbdfieg- 
ed b\ Marihal Binm, 394. Is reta- 
Jtcn, 397. 

Awkftrdam^ is ineffcaually befieged by 
the count He la Marc, for iis adhe* 
rencc to the Spanilh intoeft, i. 355. 
The city accrciet to the Pacificatioa 
of Ghent, ii. 43. 

Amafhr^i Gafpar, a Spanilh banker at 
Antwerp, engases a man to affidE- 
nate the prince o? Orange, ii. 130. 

Anfm^ duke of, receives application for 
afliftance from the Flemmss, ii. 37. 
Concludes a tfcaty with tte StatAt , 
4^. The intention of this treaty 
how fruftrated, 5s. Apologifes for 
his conduft to Elisabeth (|ueen of 
England, 53. The fovereignty of 
the States conferred on him, 117. 
Raifes the fiege of Cambray, 114. 
Goes over to Ensland on a proipeft 
of being married to queen Eliza- 
beth, I $6. His arrival in the Ne- 
therlands, 199. Solicits affiftance 
from his brother the king of France, 
136. Is refufed, 137. Reiblves 
to fubvert the liberty of the Fle- 
o^ngs, 138. Seties ieveral towns, 
and attempts Antwerp, 139. Re- 
concilement between him and the 
States, 15a. Goes to France, 1 55» 
Dies, 161. Hischaraaer, i6a. 



E X. 

A9tom§9 don, his pretenfions to the 
crown of Portugal, ii. 81. Is de- 
clared illegitimate, 86. Is proclaim- 
ed king, 91. Is defeated by the duke 
of Alva, 95. Is again defeated by 
DAvila, 98. Eicapes, ^. 

Awitvitpf outrages oomnucted by tli^ 
l ef o imei s there, i. 185. Is garri- 
ibned, and the proteftant preadiera 
banifhed, 195. Unfupcefsfiu petition 
of the nu^ibates to Alva, 2 1 1. Is 
feiaed by the mutinous Spanifli tnx^ 
409. Is (acked by the Spaniards, li. 
9. Outrages committed bjr the pn»- 
teftants againft the catholics there, 
68. The duke of Anjott attempts to 
feize the city, 139. Is befi^ed lyy 
the prince of Parma, 1 74. A forti- 
fied brid^ extended over the Scheldt 
178. A fruitlefs attempt to deftray 
the bridge, 1 85. Attack of the coun- 
ter-dyke of Couvefiein, 19a* Capi- 
tulates, 197. 

Ardres, is taken by the archduke Al- 
bert, ii. 379. 

Arm^rgf count, is fent by the duke 
of Alva to oppofe count Lewis of 
Na£Giu, i. %%o. Is defeated by him, 
an. 

ArmadMf invincible, of the Spaniards, 
its fbice, ii, 258. Is difpmed by a 
ftorm, 2S9> Is harafied by die Eng- 
lilh fire-(hips, 263. Isworfted in an 
engiffieroent with lord Howard, a64, 
Cau£i of its failure, ft66. |s finally 
ruined by ftorms, s68. 

Arr0g9u^ the people of, di^^leafe Phi- 
lip II. by protofting Antonio Ptrevs 
ii. 3s6. Their conftitutkm of go- 
Temment aboliihed, 329. 

Arrmsf Anthony Perenot, bilhop of, 
his fpeech to the convention of fbtes 
of Ghent, i. 80. Is left prindpai 
counfellorof thedutdieft of Pttna, 
regent of the Netheriands» 8^. His 
charaAer, Und. 

Affcbot^ duke of, mvites the archduke 
Matthiu, to be eovcmor of the Ne- 
therlands, out of envy to the wince 
of Orangey ii* 3a. Is iinpriibned, 
but releafed by the mediation of the 
prince of Orange, 34* 

Avamfim^ the French ambaflador at 
Rome, negodatet a treaty between 
pope Paul IV. and the court of 
France, i. a?« 

Au/trim^ 
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A'ujlria^ don Jc-'j of. i« acosss-d 
commazida' is :3icf i^rr-i oe >ia- 
refco irrohert n Gr— ->dia, »- SfJ- 
His diarader. /fc-^. CooE-iior. 17- 
pointed toalulE r tt, «5x- Tc*i v 
I'ubdoes the irro.tcr*, 7>:V Is wn^ 
gcncn]ifij:iio of c:)k £ett jCt: a^'z.r^ 
the Talks, S5&. Gaias tr«^ Tviocr 
at Leptnt3, J159. Tru- profecaroc of 
thif ridory obdn&J 7 bh Vcdcs- 
an aflbctates, a6z. Is oDiExrd t^ 
fovcrevgntj of Greece, s6s. Un- 
dertakes the ied:2S>ca of Tunis, 
267* Fortifies Tmus coiitranr so 
ordcrsy ft6S. Tunis retaken, 269. 
AxTTves 3t Loxensourg as governor 
of die Neticrlinds, vu 13. His 
treaty with the Scztes, 19. Hisad- 
imffion Co the g^jacniiiient^ as* 
His impolitical condod, aj. His 
duplicity, 14. Seizes on the cattle 
of Namur, 25, His defigns diicovcr- 
cd, at. Battle of Gembiours, 4a. 
Is defeated by poant de fioflbt at 
Rimenant, 4^ His death, 55. 

Aujhrioj Erneft, archduke of, fucceeds 
count ManiVeidt in the govciumcnt 
of the Nctheciands, iL 344. In- 
vites uK States to treat of peace, 
vduch they rcjeft, tbtd* Bis troops 
mntinyy 355. Dies, 556. 



B. 



Bdagw^ eftabfiihes himfelf in the fo- 
▼ereignty of Camhrayy ii. 363. The 
town ddivered up to the count de 
PQcotes by the adzens, 365. The 
garriibn capitnlates, 366. 

Battenbmrgf count of, fucceeds the 
count de la Marc, in the command 
of die forces of the States of Hol- 
bndy L 360. Is defeated and killed 
in an attempt to relieve Haerlem.jjS. 

Bilim^ marquis of, is dif^raced by Hen- 
Tf IV. for furrendenn^ Ardres to 
tne archduke Albert, ii. 380. 

Eirgen op Zoom^ difpoiidons of the 
&k]t of Panna for befieging i^ ii. 
^73- 
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s. ■ -• of Ftcii, r, 154I Is 

.j-rn-s of V;r--ahae 
%t- Lrrdt* Acmcbs, 

Z' — K«r Si \*. .;97. 

k ^: <•> 3aam mi S^ci^aioi, i. 3 -7, 
C^iaS* a fleet of da:>bottcr^sd 
t<ie: .. ddbssd I'cr the r\"Jie: of 
LerdKS, 4»>. His arriril, ^zi^ 
Psr ibcs ia a Kisz., ' to relieve ^- 
fksre, 4x7. 
Bfm^ff t*>^ £rft iriTcntion of, ii. ay^ 
Scmaui, ti^ c:«n of. feind by the 

prrrce of Orange, l 41 s. 
Bc-^mrme^, dt TcritJ ckfenceof the gar- 
rfon of, again^ the Spaniards, i« 

458- 

Biorsr, the dty of, taken by Marta 
Schenck, ii. aSo. 

Bffmf, count of, his fniitlefs attempt 
ID reooTcr the Brill, L 301. MaJ^ 
£iCTes the towniinen of Rotterdani» 
303. His orders Ufc aflemb!iog the 
States of Holland diiiegarded, 35a* 
Co-operates with Tolulo at the liege 
of Haericm, 376. Is defeated and 
taken prifoner by the Hollandera, 
388. Defeats Don John of Aoftria 
at Rimenant, ii. 44. Dies, loa* 

BredOf a congrefs held there by Sp»> 
nifli and Dutch deputies to negoc»-> 
ate peace, i. 426. Is taken by the 
SfMniards, ii. 123. Is feised by 
prince Maurice by Ihatagem, sBa. 

BreJgrodty count, his application to 
thedutchefs of Parma, 195. His 
in(urre£^ion and deith, 196. 

jBn% taken by the Fiemifti miles, i. 
^97. Is attacked by count BoHut* 
301. The inhabitants Ivvear alle- 
nance to the prince of Orange, 'jot. 
The monks cruelly treated by tht 
pmteilants, ihid, no a, 

Bruges^ is delivered up to the piince 
of Panna, by the prince of Chiroai 
the governor, ii. 160. 

Bruffelsy the duke of Alva's birha- 
rous refentment for the oppc^fition 
to hi^ taxes there, how diiappoint« 
edy i. 297. 
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Ca£Zf expedition againft, bj the En- 
gUiby ii. 3t6. Is plundered, 387* 
CtUMif the attack of, concerted by 
the duke of Guifey 1.53. Is taken, 
54* Is beGeged by the archduke 
Albert, ti. 375. Is taken by ftorm, 
378. 
Cambarey^ is befieged bytheconntde 
Fuentes, ii. 363. Is delivered up 
by the citizens, 365. The garrifon 
capitulates, 366. 
Otrt^af cardinal, caufe of his perfo- 
sal refentment againft the emperar 
Charles V. i. 25. Concludes a 
treaty between his uncle pope Paul 
IV. and the court of France, ^7. 
Hiseabafly to the court of France, 
31. Soliciu a violation of the truce 
of Vaucelles, 3a. Obtains a fuf- 
penfion of arms for the pope, from 
.the duke of Alva, 41. 
Carmnca, See Toledo, abp.of. 
Oai$S9 Don, his hiftory, i. an. The 
turbulent defigns formed by him, 
fti3. Is poifoned by his father't or- 
der, 214. 
O^fimgrg, JobUi count palatine of the 
Rhine, eneages to afiift the ftates of 
die Netherlands againft the Spani- 
ards, ii. 17. Is afiifted with money 
by queen Elizabeth of England, 40. 
Joins the army of the ftates, 47. Is 
obftruQed by the jcaloufy of the 
Catholics, 48. Ailifts the people 
of Ghent againft the Walloons, 5a. 
Goes over to England to juftify his 
*condu£lto£lizal&th, 53. 
Cm/lil RadrigOf count de, his aigu- 
ments to perfuade Philip IL to part 
with the fovereignty of the Nether- 
lands, ii. 403. 
CateUt, befieged by the count de Fu- 
cntes, ii. 360. Gomeron's trea- 
chery and death, 36 1 • 
Caudebec^ is befieged by the duke of 

Parma, ii. 320. 
CherUsV. emperor, bad confeouences 
of his partial attachment to the Ne- 
therlands, i. r. Calls his Ton Philip 
iDto the Low Countries, %• En- 
deavours to have him eleAed king of 



the Romans, 4. Solicits hit bro- 
ther Ferdinand to reiign that d^ni- 
ty, 5. His fcheme in marrying Phi- 
lip to Mary queen of England, 6* 
Labours to reconcile the Engliih to 
his marriage, 8. Philip*! unduti- 
ful behaviour to him, 14, Rcfigns 
his dominions, 15. Procures the 
truce of Vaucelles, ibid. Compuu- 
tion of the number of perlbos de- 
ftroyed diuin^ his reign forthdr 
relieious prinaples, 68. 

CbarUs IX. of France deludes the 
Proteftants by the treaty of St. 
Germains, i. 3»s. Mai&cret the 
ProteftanU, 338. His treaty with 
count Lewis ot Nafiau, 403. 

ChaitoM Cambrefis^ n^ociations for 
peace between France, Spain, and 
Eneland there, i. 6o« Peace con- 
cluded, 63. 

CbefiiTt colonel Edward, is lent by 
me prince of Orange with ten com- 
.pames of Englifli to proted Leyden 
againft the Spaniards, i. 414. His 
men defert to the enemy, 415. 

Cbimai, prince of, his deceitful cob- 
du£l, h. 1C9. Is made governor of 
Bruges, ipoL Delivers the town v^ 
to the prince of Parma, ibid, 

Citnttliaf is befieged by the duke of 
Guife, i. 4a. 

Coitgnif admiral de, defiends St. Qnii>- 
tin aeainft the duke of Savoy, i. 47. 
Is taken prilbner, 51. Is deftated 
at Montcontour, 311. Is killed in 
the maflacre of Pans, 338. 

Cologn, conferences entered into there 
for peace, between Philip and the 
States of the Netherlands, ii. 69. 

Coiomuif his military operations againft 
the pope, i. 43. 

Compromifiy a copy of the agreement 
fo termed, i. 176. 

Condif prince of, his diflatisfaAion at 
the inordinate power of the Guiles* 
]. 65. Is killed at the battle of 
Jamac, 3s i. 
Corbeilf is taken by the duke of Par- 
ma, ii. 305. 
Carjairst of Barbaiy, fome account 

of, i. 97. 
Council of ftate, expel their diflcnting 
nemben, and declare the mutinous 
Spaailh 
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Spanifli trtwps rebdis» ii. 4. Ac- 
cept ittccoure from the prince of O- 
range to profecute tne ficge of 
Ohenty II. 

Coumdl is Tomultiy eftabliflied by 
Alva in the Netheriands^ i. 207. 
Arbitniy decree of, io8. The ma- 
|ority of the membere decline aA- 
ing, ail. 

Coutras^ battle of, between the duke 
de Joyeufe and the Gerroant, ii, 
290. 

^prus^ is invaded by Sultan Selim, 
i. 457. 

D. 

t>^ Andekt^ it intercepted and routed 
in carryinj; a reintorcement to St. 
Quintin, i. 48* Is taken prifoner, 

51. 

J^^AtnUt^ ralfes the fiege of Middle- 
burg, i. 309. Commands a fleet at 
the wge of Middleburg, 397 . De- 
feats and kills count I^wis of Naf- 
fauy 406. His troops mutiny, 409. 
He e/capes from them, 400. De- 
feats Don Antonio king of Portu- 
gal, ii. 918. 

L>e GltMiSy the Spaniih admiral, de- 
feated and killed by Boifot, admi- 
ral of Holland, i. 397. 

De Tbermist marefchal, is defeated at 
the battle of Gravelines, u 55* Is 
taken priibner, 59* 

Denmark and Sweden, ftate of, at the 
dme of Charles V. refigning hit 
dondnions, i. 19. 

De'uenttr, is taken by prince Mau- 
rice, ii. 310. 

DTnaf Jiianetin» takes Drigut the 
Coiiair priibner, i. 99. 

Dort, aHembly of tiie fbtes of Hol- 
land held theret i. 353* iend a 
fupply of money to the prince of O- 
raiige, 3^4- 

Dcurlensy befie^ and taken by count 
de Poentes, 11. 36a. 

Douxay Janus, defends Lcyden againft 
the Spaniards, i. 415. 

Dragut the Corfeir, ibnie account of, 
i. q8. Makes himftlf mafter of Tri- 
poli, 99. Carries a icinforoeiiient to 
the Turks at Malta, 136. It 
kjlled at the J^ of St. Elmo, 
«44* 
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Drake^ Sir Francis,, by his fucoeflef 
obliges Philip II. of Spain to poft- 
ponehis invafion of England, ii. 
as*. 

Du IJSf his gallant defence of Bom- 
mehe againft the Spaniards, i. 438* 

Dunkirk is taken by tne prinoe of Par- 
ma, ii. 155. 



Egmonty count, advifes the battle, and 
gains the viftory of St. Quintin, L 
48. Defeats marefchal deThermes 
at the battle of Gravelines, 55. Is 
lent by the dutchefs of Parma to re- 
prefent the fbte of the Netherlands 
to Philip in Spmin, 170. Complains 
of being deceived by Philip, 174. 
Refofes to command the regeot*a 
troops, 181. Pacifies the tumults 
of the reformers, 188. Jufti/ies, 
and declares his readineA tofupport 
Philip^s meafures, 193. Theprinco 
of Oranse^s warning to him, 203. 
Is impriioned by the duke of Alv#, 
104. His trial, 214. Petition of 
his countefii to Philip, ai6. Is ex- 
ecuted, ss8. Hischarader, ^^^ 
BgMuntf the youne count of, endei- 
vours to feize the dty of Bniflels 
for the prince of Parma, ii. 68. Is 
taken tMriibner by La Noue, 1 1 a. 
BUxabetbf queen of England, her 
motives for rejefbng the propoied 
marriage with Philip II. of Spain, 
i. 61. Her ftipulations relbe^ing 
Calais, 63. Affords prol)e6tion to 
the Flcmifli refugees, 274. Seises 
money intended for Philip, in her 
ports, 176. Confi(cates theeffeAs 
of the Spaaifli and Flemiih mer- 
chants, 977. Is induced to diA 
countenance the Flemiih exiles, 199, 
Afitfts the revolted Flemings with 
money, ii. 17. Her policy with re- 
gand to the diftuHnnces of the Ne- 
therlands, 38. Engages to fupply 
the ftates with money and troops, 
39. Apologies to Philip, 40. Her 
condofi on the treaty oetween the 
Ibtes and the duke of An|oo, 47. 
Mcafares taken towand a marriage 
between her and the duke, 126. 
Her anxiety concerning the affairs of 
the Netherlands, aio. The Ibve- 
reignty 
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reigiitjr of the United States ofiered 
to ncTt an. Declines the offer, 
but enters into a treaty for their 
protedion, si 5- Sends Leicefter 
^ith an army to their aiEftance,ai6. 
Her partiality to him, %%$. Review 
of her conduA, a $ i . Negociates with 
Philips 453. Prepares to defeat 
his intended invaiion of England^ 
S55. The Invincihle Armada to« 
tally ruined, a68. Her fituation at 
this time, a7t. Her expedition a* 
gainft Cadiz, 3S6. Oppofrs the 
peace between France and Spain, 
399, Remonftrates to the king of 
France aeainft it, 400. 

EUm, St. fort on the ifland of Malta, 
fiege of by the Turks, i. 134. Is 
taken by ai&ttlt, 146, 

E/^Umdt objcftions of the English to 
the marriage of their queen Mary, 
with Philip U. of Spain, i. 7. Mea- 
fures taken by the em^erar Charles 
to reconcile them to it, 8. The 
parliament refufes Philip the cere- 
mony of coronation, ii. Philip 
retunis to Spain, 13. State of, at 
the time ot the emperor Charles's 
refiffnation, i8. The conqueft of, 
projeded by Philip U. of Spain, ii. 
ft47. See Jrmsda. 

Brneit archduke of Auftria{ fee 
Amfiria. 

BJcutialt the palace of, built in con- 
fequence of Philip's vow on gain- 
ing the battle of St. Qgiintin, i. 50. 

BJi9c$ earl of, is appointed to com- 
mand the Engliih armament againft 
Cadix^ ii. 385. Takes and plun- 
ders the town, 387. 

Europe, ftate of, at the time of die 
emperor Chwles't itfignation, i. 
iS. 

P. 

Firikumd, brother of the emperor 
Charles V* is Iblicited by him to 
refign his^ dignity at king of the 
Romans, i. 5* 

FifdmmJf the catholic, fubduct the 
Moreicoes in Spain, i. ft39* Com- 
pels thoft of Oruada to psoftA 



Chriftianity, a4o« Reduces die in. 

habitants of the country, iM> 
Flemngjf rcfufe to fwear allegiance to 
PhiFip 11. of Spain, L 3. Their 
jealous cautioB m ^ants of money 
to him, 44. Their ancient com- 
mercial profperity, 70. See Netbtr- 



FhtJbUig, revolt of, againft die Spa- 
niarcb, i. 305. Don PetroPaoie* 
CO, the Spaniih goremor, put to 
death there, 307. 

Fm/oim Fran^oife, batde of, between 
Henry IV. of France, and Valaico 
conftable pf Caftile, ii, 367. 

France, its political ftate in r e fe tcu i e 
to Philm II. of Spain, i. 11. Cha- 
ra£Ur of the French at that tine^ 
ikU. The diB&tisfaaion of the 
nadon at the peace of Chatean 
Cambreiis, 64. State tH, on 
the dcadi of . Henry IL 65. The 
decreesof the council of Tnnt re- 
jefted by the court of, 113. Bat- 
des of Jamac and Montcontour, 
38 1 • The Proteftants deceived by 
a treaty, 3sa* Maflacre of die 
Proteftants, 338. Sute of parties 
in, under Houy HI. u. ao5. The 

. catholic league^ 106, S90. The 
duke of Guife affiiflinated, 001. 
The king aflafSnated, ooft. Ac- 
ceffion of Henry IV. fM. Heem- 
braces the catholic idkion, 138. 
Calais taken by the anndiike Al- 
bert, 378. 

Frojieei II* of Fkaace^ ins acceffieo, 
charaC^ery and adminiftialjuny L 

Fueateff count of, iuocesda tbe arch- 
duke Erneft as govenior of tbe Ne- 
therlands, ii. 356. Bntcra vm- 
raiily into the enrciie of hia o&e, 
358. Befiiges Catelet, 360. Puts 
Goraeron to death, sSu Takes 
Dourlens, 36a. Lays fiqpto Can- 
bny, 363. The town and caftk 
dehveredup, 366. Refigattegi^ 
wnnMttt to Albert^ 374* 
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Gfmblmtrs^ battle of» iu 44. 

derard^ Bahhazer* aflai&natet the 
prince of Orange^ ii. i6a. His 
examinatioot 164. His fentence. 
165. 

Cermay^ difgufl received there at the 
behaviour of Philip II. of Spain, 
i. 4. State of at the time ot the 
emperor Charleses refignationj i8. 

OrrtnuUmhurgf is taken from the Spa- 
niards, by the Sieur de Payette, i. 
390. It betrayed to the Spaniards 
by the garrifon, ii« 278, Is retaken 
by prince Maurice, 542. 

CbenU a wablleo manufacture carried 
oa in that city before the art was 
known in England, i. 70* The 
ccmfederacy, called the pacification 
of, ii. la* Tlie duke of Arfchot 
ieized and impriibned there, 34. 
Difcord between the inhabitants of, 
and the Walloons, 50. 

Cuanbeliit his contrivances at Ant- 
werp to deftro^ the prince of Par* 
ma*s bridge, li* 183. 188. 

CameroMt his private treaty with the 
count deFuentes, for the delivery 
of Catelet, ii. 3^ Is put to death 
by Fuentes, 361. 
Grafiadot the Moorifli inhabitants of, 
forced by Ferdinand the catholic, 
to proiefs Chriffianity, i. 240. Are 
opprefled by the inquifition, 341. 
Are disarmed by Philip II. 042. 
Philip^s oppi-emve ediA agiinft 
them, ft43. Remonftrate againft it, 
a44. Revolt of the province, 146. 
Aben Humeya, tlieir newly-ele^ed 
king, attempts to poiTers himfelf of 
the city of Granada, 248. The 
Morefcoes reduced by the marquis de 
Mondejar, 249. The province 
plundered by the troops, 151. The 
inhabitants take arms againil, ibid» 
Are totally fubdued by Don John 
of Auftria, 154. Dreadful feveri* 
ties exercifed againft them, 255. 
GraaveiUf cardinal, rigoroufly eti- 
forces Philip*s edi£l» again il here- 
tics ia the Netherlands, i. i6a. 
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His removal applied for, 166, I 
removed by his own defire, 167* 
Continues to exert his influence 
over the king a^inft his enemies in 
the Low Countries, 190.200. 

Grave f befieged by count Manfveldtv 
ii. 218. Is taken by the prince of 
Parma, aao. 

Cra*ueli>uSf battle of, between count 
Egmont and marefchal de Thermes^ 

>. 55. 

Gregory XIII. pope, perfuades Philip 
II. to confer the fovereignty of 
Tunis on Don John of Auftria, i. 
268. 

GroningeUf is befieged by prince Mau- 
rice, ii. 351 . Submiu and accedea 
to the union of Utrecht, 354. 

CueUrei, is betrayed to the duke of 
Parma, ii. 241. 

GuerrerOf archbiihop of Granada, in- 
flames Philip II, againft the Moorsy 
i. 241. 

Cuifef Francis duke of, leads an anny 
into Italy to fupport the pope a* 
ninft the duke of Alva, i. 41. 
Befieges Civitella, 42. Is recalled, 
51. Takes Calais A-ora the £n- 

flifli, 54. Takes Thionville, 55. 
[e and his brother engrofs the ad« 
miniftration under Francis II. 65. 
Guifif Henry duke of, his political in- 
trigues, ii. 205. Forms the ca- 
tholic leae;ue, ao6. Enters into a 
treaty with Philip II. of Spain, 207. 
Gains a viiftorybver the Germans, 
290. Is afiaffinated by the king*a 
order, 291. 

H. 

Haerlem, is befieged by Don Frederic 
df Toledo, i. 364. Speech of Ri« 
pcrd^ to the piincipal inhabitants^ 
3^5. The town defcribed, 367. 
Surrenders, 381. Cruel treatment 
of the inhabitants, 383. It feized 
'and plundered by the mutinous Spa* 
ni(h troops, 384. 

Uaii, the Turkifh admiral, defeated 
and killed at Lepanto, i. 259* 

Hanftedif Adolphus, his fleet de- 
flxoyed by the ZealandcrSy i« 41 1. 
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Hrfeim^ tbe Corfiur, befieget Oran 
and Ma&rquivir» i. io6. Is forced 
to a i>recipitatB retreat by the Spa- 
niardsy 107. Brings a reinforce- 
ment to the Turks at Malta» 14.9. 

HaroMguer^ Charles, carries a party 
of men fecretly into Breda, and 
feizes the town for prince Maurice, 
ii. 283. Is made governor, 285. 

Bemty II. of France, his chara^r 
and political conduct, i. ai. Con- 
cludes an alliance with pope Paul 
IV. aeainft the emperor Charles V. 
97. Agrees to the truce of Vau- 
celles, 30, Is perfuaded to violate 
the truce, and renew the war, 54, 
His forces defeated before St. Quin- 
tin, 49. His motives to wifli for a 
peace with Philip, 58. Peace of 
Chateau Cambrclis, 63. His death, 

64. 

Hinry III. of Fiance, his charafier, 
ii. 37. Refufes to aflift his brother 
the duke of Anjou, 137. Is of* 
fered the Ibvereisnty of tbe United 
States of the Netherlands, 204. 
State of parties in France, 005. His 
firm reply to the reprelentations of 
the Spanifli ambaiTador, 209. De- 
clines the ofier of the States, sio. 
Declares himfelf the head and pro- 
testor of the catholic league, 290. 
Procures the aiiailtnation of the 
duke of Guife, and of his brother 
the cardinal, 291. Is aflaiCnated 
himfelf, 292. 

Himy IV. of France, his acceflion, 
ii. 292. Defeats the duke of May- 
enne, 293. Invefts Paris, 294. 
Comparifon between him and the 
duke of Parma, 296. Raifes the 
fiege on the arrival of the duke of 
Parma, 209. Sends a defiance to 
the duke of Mayenne, 300. The 
duke of Parma deceives him by a 
ftratagem, ibid, Dtfl>ands his army, 
305. Collects troops and haralfes 
the duke on his return to the Ne- 
therlands, 307. Befiegr.s Rouen, 
314. Abandons the iiege, 319. 
Blocks up the Spanilh army at 
Caux, 321. Embraces the catho- 
lic religion, 338. The principal 
cities fubmit to him, }45* Pub* 
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liihet a general indemiiity, 345* 
Befieges £aon, 347. Rcpela dit 
attempts of the duke de Mayenne 
to laife the fiege, 348. Laon capi- 
tulates, 350-, The dukct of Lor- 
rain and Guife fiibmit to him, 351. 
Declares war ^;ainft Philip of 
S^n, 358. ^£lkes an alliance 
with the. United Provinces, %6o. 
Defeato Valaico, conftable of Caf- 
tile, 368. Gains over the doke de 
Mayenne, 360. Obtains the ex- 
pected ab(bluti<m from pope Cle- 
ment, 370. Dt^races the marquis 
of Belin for the furrender of Ar- 
dres, 380. Befieges Amtent, 394. 
Liftens to overtures for peace, 400. 
His reply to queen £liiabeth*s re- 
monftnnces againft it, 401. Con- 
cludes a peace at Vervins, 402. 

ttinry, Don, fucceeds to the crown of 
Portugal, ii. 81. Dilcuiles the 
claims of the feveral competitors for 
the fuccefiion after him, 83. Re- 
folves to many, 85. His death, 
88. 

Herenhergt count, deftrts the intereil 
of the United Provinces, and goes 
over to the Spaniards, ii. 159. 

Hiirgest count de, lednoes ftveral 
towns in the Netherlands, i. 432. 

H»bnlo€t count, is appointed to the 
command of the fleet of the Uni- 
ted States, ii. i8r. Attacks the 
counterdyke of Couveflein, 192. 
Relieves Grave, 219. Reduces Ax- 
el, and defeats Hautpeine, 241. 

HfligMdf revolt of the provinces of, i. 
319. Precautions taken there to 
wttbfbnd the Spaniih power, 3^1, 
TheSutbs of, aflemble at Don, 
353. Eftabliflunent of the reform- 
ed religion, 3c8* Spaniih feet un* 
der count Bomit, defeated by, s8S. 
The States of, refufe to concur in 
the treatjr with Don John of 
Auftria, ii* 20. See Um'ted Pr»- 

Hortii count, pacifies the tumnkuoos 
inhabitants of Toomay, i. 188. 
Is imprifoned by the duke of Alva» 
204. His trial) 214* Isczecuted» 
228. 
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Hortn^s^ Lambertus, cruel perfidy 
of the Spaniards to, i. 36a. 

Howard^ lord, the Englifli admiral, 
his prudent niana|;enicnt on the ar- 
rival of the Spaniih Invincible Ar- 
mada, ii. %6\m Harafles it with 
fire-fliips, a6|. Attacks the Spa- 
niards fuccefsfully, 264. 

Hidfl^ is reduced by prince Maurice, 
ii. 312. Is fortified by him, and 
befieged by the archduke Albert, 
jSi. Surrenders, 384. 



I. 



JarnaCf battle of, 1. 311. 

IMaqueXf endeavours to difluade Phi- 
lip IL from his proje^ed invafion 
of England, ii. 248. 

Jenlis^ &ur de, is defeated by Frede- 
ric de Toledo^ and his fuipicious 
death, i. 334. 

InquiJUkn in Spain, its hiftory, and 
mode of proceedings i« 01 . Efieftt 
of this inftitution on tne charaftor 
of the Spaniards, 9a. An Auto 
de fe celebrated in the pre&nce <^ 
Philip II. 5^5. .The Moors driven 
out of Spain by the ieverities of, 

Joyeuje^ duke de^ is defeated and 
killed at the battle of Coutras, iL 
190. 

Italy f the ftates of, their dependence 
on Philip II. of Spain* i. ao. Its 
condition by the peace of Chateau 
Cambreiis, 67. 



La C^ilUf is taken by count Manf- 
veldt, is. 347, 

La Marc, the count de, commands a 
fleet of Flemifli exiles by commiili- 
on from the prince of Orange, i. 
199. Takes the Brill, 300. Be- 
fieget Amfterdam, 355. Caufes 
of his mifcarriage, 356. His cha- 
f^^^* 359* I< deprived of his 
command and dies, 360. 

U Hmttf aflifts count Lewis in the 
defence of Mons againft the duke 
of Alva, i, 334. Mons capitu- 
Utes, 146. Undcrtakci the defence 



of Maeftricht againft the prince of 
Parma, ii. 60. Is taken pnfoner by 
the Walloons, txi. Onwhatterma 
releafed, 113. 

La Faletie, grand mafter of Malta, 
his vigorous preparations to defend 
the iiland againft the Turks, i. iii. 
His motives for defending St. Elmo, 
135. Retaliates the barbarity of 
the Turks, 147. 

Lagny, is taken by the duke of Par« 
ma, ii. 303. 

Lanxdrwccbiaf governor of Breda, 
comipu the ^rarrifon of Gertrudco- 
burg to eive it up to the duke of 
Parma, it. 978. Lo(es Breda to 
prince Maurice by negligence, 
aSa. 

LoM, is befieged by Henry IV. of 
France, ii. 347. The duke of 
Mayenne endeavours in vain to 
raiie the fi^, 348. Suri-enders, 

Leagui, catholic, formed in France 
by the duke of Guiie, ii. fto6. la 
joined by Philip II. of Spain, aoy. 
Henry III. declares himielf its h^d 
andprote6br, 290. The duke of 
Guile and the cardinal his brother 
aflaflinated, aoi. The duke de 
Mayenne choten commander in 
chi^f, iM. Mayenne defeated by 
Henry IV. 193. Paris relieved bj 
the duke of Parma, 399. Conven- 
tion of the fbtes of, 334. The 
dukes of Lorrain and Guile fub- 
mittoHenrv, 351. Is defcrted by 
the duke deMa^renne, 369. 

Liicefiir, earl of, is ient with Engliih 
troops to the afliftanoe of tba 
Dutch States, ii. a 16. Is made 
governor, and commander in chief 
of all their forces, a 17. Befiegea 
Zutphen, aa4. His arbitrary and 
imprudent condu6l, aa6. His fee- 
bJe attempts to raife the fiege of 
Sluys, 939. His intrigues diibo- 
vered, 342. Differs with the States, 
243. ^Itefiens his government and 
returns to England, a4c. Is ap- 
pointed commander in chief of the 
Englilh forces to oppole the Spa- 
niih Armada, 271* 
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lipwOOf battleof, between Dod John 
of Ajo9m and Hali the Turkifli ad- 
niia]* i. ^59* 

XruvV XL of Fnncey how he loft the 
. opportunity of bringing the Gxvt* 
reignty of the Netherlands into hit 
fiunily. i. 7a- 

Lrvfisot Naflaa» count, collet an 
army for the relief of the Nedier- 
landsy k 219. Defeats count A- 
iember<;, aio. Is defeated by the 
duke ot* Alva, 230. Is deceived by 
die offers of Charles IX. of France, 
324. Seizes Mons. ^26. Is bdieg- 
ed tlere b| the duke of AJva, r^a. 
Mens capitulates, 346. His treaty 
with Schoroberg the French ambat 
iadcr, 403. Is defeited and killed 
at Mooch, by D'Avila, 407. 

Lejden^ is : t ficgcd by Rcq uc fen s, i. 
413. Its fituAtion delcrib; J, i'rd* 
Is tlefenihci oy Jans Dour;*, ^.I5. 
Is blockaded, 4:6. Refolution and 
dif^rrfs of the inh:ibitants, 417. 
The ci-»untry laiJ. uiijer water, 418. 
Is relieved by Buiiw:, and the iiege 
raiied, 42a. 

Lijbon, the city of, fubmits to the duke 
• of Aiva, ii. 9*. 

Lorraittt cardinal of, his arguments 
for an alliance between France and 
the pope, ag.^lnft the emperor 
Charles V. i. 29. He and his bro- 

' ther engrofs the adminiftration un- 
der Francis II. 65. 

Louvefieht, the fort of, furpriicd by 
Hennan de Ryter, i. 294. la reta- 
ken, 295. 



M. 



Mfaefiricbtf is befieged by the Prince 
of Parnia, ii. 57. Is taken by 
fttiprife, 61 • 

^sUia, the ifland of, invaded hy the 
Turks, i. 13a. Siege of St. Elmo, 
134, St. Elmo taken by aifault, 
146. Attack of fort St. Michael, 
149. Arrival of Spanith fucoours, 
157. The Turks retire. Ml, Re- 
land, and are defeated by the Spa- 
ailhicinfbrcement, 159. 



Nlanjvddt^ count, befieges Grave in 
Brabant, iu 218. BeCcges and taUes 
Wachtendonck, 276. Is appointed 

Sovemor'of the Nctherhmcls on the 
eath of the duke of Parma, 333. 
La^ fie^ to Noyon, ibid. Falls of 
lelievirg Gertnidenbui)g, 542. U 
prevented from taking Crc\crc'jr 
by prince Maurice, 343. Is fu- 
perteded . in the government of the 
Netherlands, by the appointment of 
the archduke Erneft, 344. Invaclcs 
Picardy, and takes the tovvn nf La 
Crtpelle, 347. Refits uts employ- 
ment on the appomtment of the 
count dc Fucntes to be g3venior, 
35«. 
Mary^ queen of England, her cha- 
ra£ler, and motives for narr Ing 
Philip IT. of Spain, i. 7. Sunr^ na- 
ry of the vn-wx] ^ articles, 8. Joins 
herhiifb:/»d in a p.Tllcution of the 
protej-n^s, is. Is lift by her huf- 
band, 13. Is prevailed on by him 
to en^ af;f in the war againft Fr.i'ct, 
45. H'f dc-:h, 60. 
^f^ry^ p.lncersof Portu^l, marncJ 

to Philip II. of Spain, 1. 2. 
Maryy daugluer of Charles the Lold, 
married to Maximilian, fen of the 
emperor Frederic IIL i. 71. Htr 
death, 72. 
Mattbtas^ archduke, is invited by 
the duke of Arfchot and others to 
take upon him the government of 
the Netl^erlands, ii. 3a, Is admit- 
ted by the Sutes, 33. Leaves tlic 
Netherlands, 123. < 
Maurice y prince, {ucce#s to t?>j offi- 
ces of his father, ii. 171. His clu- 
ra^ler, £73. Gains pcuWficn of 
Birda by a ftratagem, aSa. Pro- 
vides for its fecurity, 286. Is made 
governor of G\?elderland nnd Ove- 
rvflel, 287. Takes Zutehen, 309. 
And Deventer, 310. Defeats the 
duke of Parma*s cavalry by ftrata- 
gem, ibid. Reduces Hulft and Ni- 
meeuen, 31a. Subdues Steemvich 
and Covenien, 330. Takes Gcr- 
trudenburg, 34a. Murderers em- 
ployed to a/&(Gnate him by the 
court of Spain^ 344. Undertiikcs 
the iiege of Groningeny 351. Re- 
duces 
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ducc« it, 354- Affbrds prateflion 
to the Spanilh mutinous troops, 
3<5. His operations ob(lru6led by 
Mondra^one, 371. Fortifies Hulft, 
581. Defeats and kills the count dc 
Varas, 390. Progrefsof his opera- 
tions, 397. 
Maximilian^ fon of the emperor Fre- 
deric III. m.irries Maiy daughter 
and he're/s of Charles the Bold, 
i. 71. Is feized and imprifoned at 
Bruges, 7». 
Maximilian II. emperor of Ger- 
many, rembnftratcs to Philip If. 
of Spain, againft the cruel admini- 
ftration of the duke of Alva in 
the Netherlands, i. 217. Mediates 
between Philip and the Dutch 
States, 415. 
Mayennty duke of, is appointed com- 
mander in chief of the forces of the 
League, ii. 291. Is routed by 
Henry IV. 193. Summons a con- 
vention of the States of the League 
at Philip's defiie, 334. Marriage 
treaty for his Ton and Philip's 
daughter Ifabella, 341. Fndea- 
Tours in vain to raile the fifge of 
Laon, 348. His mafterly retreat, 
349. Is reconciled to Henry, 
169. 
Mechlin^ is garrifoned by the prince 
of Orange, i. 336. Is plundered 
by the duke of Alva's troops, 347. 
Medina Cceii, duke of, his exjmiiii- 
on to Tripoli, i. lOo. fiis fleet 
deitroyed by the Turks, 102. The 
Fltmifti exiles take great part of the 
fleet he coadu^ltd to the relief of 
Alva, 31C. Is appointed to fuc- 
cced the duke of Alva in the go- 
vernment of the Nethei lands, but 
declires the charge, 391. 
^Udiia S.dc nia, duke de, is appointed 
commander of the Spanifli Invin- 
cible Armada, ii. 259. Dci'pairs 
of fuccels, 265. Relolvcs to re- 
turn to Spain, 267. His fleet ruin- 
ed by a rtorm, 268. Arrives in 
Spain, ibid. 
Mffidoxay don Fnncis de, delivers 
Oran and Milhrqmvtr fiom uie 
coilair Hafcem, i. 107. 
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Micbaely St. fort of, at Malta, fiege 
of, by the Turks, i. 149. 

MiddleBurg, is befiegcd by count 
Tferart, i. 309. The fiege raifed 
by D'Avila, 310. Is befieged by 
the Zealanders, 396. Surrenders 
to the prince of Orange, 399. 

Mondejar, marouis of, reduces the 
Morefco revoiters in Granada, i« / 

249. His troops plunder the coun- * 
try, 251. Is removed from his 
command, 253. 

Mondragone^ leads a detachment of 
Spanifh troops through a channel 
of the fca, to the relief of Tergoe?, 
i. 316. Defends Middlebuig a- 
gain(i the Zealanders, 396. Sur- 
renders by capuulation, 399. His 
vioor6us piepa rations for the (lege 
ot Zii idle, 440. Checks the opera- 
tions of prince Maurice, ii. 371. 
His death, 372. 

Mons, the city of, feized by count 
Lewis of Ni'lTnu, i. 326. Is bcfieg-. 
ed by the duke of Alva, 332. Ca- 
pitulates, 3^6. 

Montconiour, hnHilc off i. 321. 

Montmorency^ conftable of France, 
his realons againft an alliance with 
the pope, agninft the emperor 
CharLs V. i. 28. Perfuades Hen- 
ry to conclude the truce of Vau- 
celles, 30. Is defeated before Sr« 
Quintin, 49. Retuins to France to 
negociate a peace, 60. 
Mcocby battle of, between D'Avil.^, 
the Spanifh general and count Lewis 
of Nalfau, i. 407. 
Morefcoes, in Spiiin, the hiftory of, i. 

239. 
MoroccOj ftate of that kingdom, ii. 
75. Is invLuled by Sebaltian king 
of Portugal, 76. Battle of Alca- 
zar, 78. Death of Muley Moloc, 

79- 
Mulej Mohcy cftablifiics himfclf in the 
ibvereii^nty of Morocco, ii. 75. 
Enters into an alliance with Fliiiip 
II. of Spr.in, 76, Dies during the 
ba!!le ot Alcazar, 79. Hi* clia- 
Tdc\' I, ibid, ^ . * 
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hjujiapia, commands the Turkiih 
troops fent to reduce the ifland of 
Malta, i. 132. Befieges St. Elmo, 
134. Takes it by aflault, 146. 
Retires fitrni the iilaiidy 157. Lands 
again and is defeated, 159. 

Muftapba^ Cara, a celebrated corfair, 
fortifies himfelf at Pennon de Ve- 
lex, i. 108. His fort reduced by 
the Spaniards, 1 10. 



N. 



Naerdeftf cruel maflfacre of the townf- 
men of, by don Frederic de Tole- 
do, i. 362. 

NamuTy the caftle of, (eized by don 
John of Auftria, ti. 25. 

Navarefe^ the leader of the mutinous 
Spanifh troops, conducts them from 
Aloft to the relief of the Spani- 
ards at Antwerp, ii. 8. Sacks the 
town, 9. 

Netherlands^ enquiry into the ancient 
ftate of, i. 69. Fall under the do- 
minion of the houfe of Burgundy, 
7«. The fituation of the country 
favourable for commerce, ibid. 
The fovercignty transfcri-ed to the 
houfe of Auftria, 71. Inftances 
of the attachment of the emperor 
Charles V. to this countiy and its 
inhabitants, 73. Avcrfion of his 
fon Philip II. to them, 74. Edi6ls 
publi/hed againft the Proteftants, 

76. Rigorous tribunals eredled, 

77. New btihoprics eftabliflied, 
ibid. The country filled with Spa- 
nifli troops, 78. The dutchefs of 
Parma appointed regent, 80. 
Speech of the biftiop of Arras to the 
convention of the States at Ghent, 
ibid, Apprehenfions of the people, 
8 1 . Arbitrary condu£l of cardinal 
Gi*anvelle, 162. The number of 
proteftnnts increafe by perlecution, 
165. Count Egmont^s embafiy to 
Spain, 170. Refult of deliberati- 
ons to rtop the growth of herefy, 
173. The enforcement of the e- 
di6ls againft proteftants revived, 



174. A confederacy a|[ainft the 
e^blifliment of the inquifition en- 
tered into, 175. Speech of the 
prince of Orange in council, 178. 
The fubfcribers of the compromi/e 
petition the regent, 182. Intem- 
perate zeal of the reformers, 184. 
The regent raifes forces, 190. Va- 
lenciennes and Antwerp garrilbned, 
194. Quiet reftored, 196. The 
duke of Alva fent thither with an 
army, 202. The prince of Orange 
retires to Gerroany, 203. The 
counts Horn and Egmont impri/bn- 
ed, 204« The inhabitants de(ert to 
foreign parts, 205. The dutchefs 
of Parma retires, 206. The extra- 
ordinary powers Alva was invefted 
with, 207. The Council of Tu- 
mults eftabli(hed, ibid. The vio- 
lent proceedings of Alva, ao8. 
Count Lewis of Naflau raiies an 
army, 219. Defeats count Arem- 
berg, 220. Deaths of the counts 
Egmont and Horn, ai8. Count 
Lewis defeated by the duke of AJ- 
va, 230. The prince of Orange 
raiies an army and publiflies a ma- 
nifefto, 232. Is obliged to difband 
his forces, 237. Tyrannical pro- 
iecutions of the duke of Alva, 273. 
Great defertion of the inhabitants, 
274. The people inflamed by taxa* 
tion, 279. Oppofition of the af- 
fembly of the States, aSi. Aft of 
indemnity publiflied, 285. Its re- 
ception, 286. Reiblute conduA of 
the ftates of Utjxicht, 288. The 
city of Uti^cht filled with fbldicrs, 
290. Intiigues of the prince of 
Orange, 293. The fort of Lou- 
veftein furprifed by Herman de Ry- 
ter, 294. The duke of Alva pub- 
lilhes an edi£^ for the immediate 
payment of his taxes, 296. Vio- 
lent, commotions, efpecially atBruf- 
fels, 297. The Brill taken by the 
exiles, ibid. Count de Bofiut maf- 
facres the townfmen of Rotterdam, 
303. Revolt of Fluihing, 305. 
Revolt of the other towns of Zea- 
land, 308. Siege of Middlebux^, 
109. The duke de Medina Coeli*s 
fleet 
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fleet dcftroycd, 310. Other cap- 
tures at fea, 311. Siege of Tcr- 
gocs, 31*. Extraordinary relief of, 
316. Revolt of the province of 
Holland, 319. Mons feized by 
count Lewis of NafTau, $26. Ru- 
remond and other towns taken by 
the prince of Orange, 335. Mons 
taken by Alva, 346. Mechlin 
plundered by Alva's troops, 347. 
Baii>arities exercifed at Zutphen, 
349, AiTembly of the States of 
Holland at Dort, 353. MalTacre 
at Naerden, 364. Alva removed, 
and the duke de Medina Coeli ap- 
pointed governor, 391. Who de- 
clining the charge is fucceeded by 
Requefens, ibid. InefFefVual ne- 
gociations for peace at Breda, 426. 
Reduftion of Ziricfee by the Spa- 
niards, 439. Death of Requefens, 
443. Mutiny of the Spanifli ti-oops, 
ii. a. They fack the city of Ant- 
werp, 9. Pacification of Ghent, 
I a. The prince of Orange's advice 
to the States, 14. They apply to 
foreign powers for aid, 1 7. Form a 
new deed of union at BrufTels, 18. 
Their treaty with Don John of 
Auftria, 19. The departure of the 
Spanrfh troops, «a. The caftle of 
Namur feized by Don John of Auf- 
tria, 25. The States get a number 
of towns into their pofTeflion* 28. 
Invite the prince of Orange to re- 
fide at Bruflels, 30. The prince is 
counteraftcd by the duke of Ar- 
fchot, 32. The archduke Mat- 
thias chofen eovernor, 33. A new 
treaty of union, 36. The duke of 
Anjou applied tp for affillance, 37. 
Return of the Spanifh troops, 41 . 
Battle of Gemblours, 4a. The 
powers of the prince of Orange and 
the archduke Matthias enlarged, 
44. The States conclude a treaty 
with the duke of Anjou, 46. The 
operations of their numerous forces 
obihuftcd by diiTenfions, 47. The 
decree called the peace of religion, 
49. Difcord between the Flemings 
snd Walloons, 50. Their forces 
dilperfed, 52. Death of don John 



of Auftria, 53. The prince of 
Parma appointed governor, 55. 
He lays iiege to Maeftricht, 57. 
Maeftricht taken by furprilc, 61. 
The Walloons gained over by the 
prince of Panna, 64. 1 he treaty 
called the union of Utrecht, 65. 
Conferences for peace at Calogn, 
69. The States refolve to transfer 
their allegiance from Philip to the 
duke of Anjou, no. The .fovc- 
reignty confen-ed on him, 117. 
All allegiance to Philip of Spain 
folemnly al>jured by the united 
States, 121, Return of the Spa- 
nifh troops, 135. Attempt of the 
duke of Anjou on the city of 
Antwerp, 139. Reconcilement of 
the States with the duke, 152. 
Difcontents of the people, 154, 
Death of the duke of Anjou, 16 1. 
The prince of Orange alTallinated, 
1 5a. Is fucceeded in his ofHces 
by his fon prince Maurice, 171. 
Great progrefs of tlie prince of 
Parma, 171. Siege of Antwerp, 
1^4. The city capitulates, 197. 
Brabant deferted by many of its 
inhabitants, 200. Their crincal 
iltuation on the death of the prince 
of Orange, 303. Offer the fove- 
reigncy to the king of France, 204, 
To the ^ueen of England, »ii. 
Treaty with Elizabeth, 215. The 
earl of Leicefter fent to their af- 
fiftance, 216. Great famine and 
peftilence^ 234. HI confequences 
of the duke of Parma's expedition 
to France, to the Spanifh caufe, 
308. Death of the Duke of Parma, 
330. Count Manfveldt appointed 
governor, 333. Emeft, Archduke 
of Auftria, appointed governor, 
344- Who is fucceeded by the 
count dc Fuentes, 356. Cam- 
bray delivered up to Fuentes by the 
citizens, 365. The archduke Al- 
bert appointed governor, 373. The 
fovereignty of, transferred to him, 
405. This deed how received 
there, 406. See UnifeJ Proijift^ 
ces. 
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Nimeguen^ is taken by prince Mau- 
rice, ii. 312. 

Norn'r, colunel, diflingiiiOies himfcif 
at the head of a body of Englifh, 
at the batfle of Riinennnt, ii. 45. 

Nojo/it is befiegcd by count Manf- 
vcldt, ii. S53. 

Ntijf, the deftruftion of, by the Spa- 
nish troops, ii. 233. 



Orafty befieged by the corfair Haf- 
ccm, i. 105. Theficge raifedby the 
Spaniards, 107. 

Orange^ William I. prince of, his fa- 
n.ify and charafter, i. 83. Origin 
cf the dilfcuft between hira and 
' Philip II. of Spain, 84.' Applies 
for the removal of cardinal Gran- 
velle, 166. Oppofcs thcadmiflion 
of the decrees of the council of 
Trent, 168. Oppofcs the inftnic- 
tions given to count Egmont, 170. 
Declines enforcing the edi£ls a- 
gainft the protcftants, 1^4. His 
fpeech in the council, 178. Pu- 
ni/hes the rioters at Antwerp, 
1P6. Tolerates the reformers, 
ibid. His rcafuns for this indul- 
gence, 187. Defircs leave to re- 
fign his employments, 191. Is in- 
formed of the king's fecret inten- 
tions againft him, 191. Retires to 
Germany, ^03. Rcfufes to obcv 
the duke of Alva's citation, with 
hisrcafons, 115. His eftates con- 
fifcated, tiS. Applies to the 
emperor Maximilian for his inter- 
p«jrition, ibid. His inducements 
to take up arms, 417. Pub- 
Ji files a manifefto, 23a. Profeflcs 
the reformed religion, 433. Pafles 
the Macfe, 234. Offers Alva 
bittle, 235. Is obliged to dif- 
band his army, 237. Prepares 
to refume his operations for the 
relief cf the Netherlands, 292. 
Grants a commifTion to the count 
dc la Marck, 299. Gives the 
command ct all the forces in 
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Zealand to the count T&TTtn^ 
308. The province of IlolUnJ 
induced to revolt by bis neeocia- 
tions, 320. His military pivpa- 
rations, ibid. Takes Ruitrmoiid 
335, Is received at Mcthhn, 356- 
Takes Icveral other towns, tbid. 
Endeavours in vain to provoke 
Alva to an engagement, 340. 
Is attacked and worded, 3.^3. 
Diibands bis at my and returns 10 
Holland, 345. Receives a fupply 
cf money trom the alTcmbly of 
the States at Dort, 354. Is ap- 
pointed commander in chief of 
all their forces, 355. His mo- 
deration and prudent regulations, 
357. Eftablithcs the reformed re- 
ligion, 358. £<|uips a fleet a- 
fainft the Spanilb at Middle- 
^^%* 3S7- Reduces Middltburg, 
399. Seizes the town of Bom- 
mel, 412. His mcafures for the 
relief of Leyden, 418. His at- 
tempts to relieve Ziiiclee, 441. 
Proje^s the union of the provin- 
ces, in the pacification of Ghent, 
ii. 12. His advice to the States 
on the anival of don John of 
Auftria, 14. Goes, by invitation, 
to refide at BrufTels, 30. Is 
counteracted by the duke of Ar- 
fchot, 32. Pacifies the people if 
Ghent, 62. Accomplifhes the 
afTociation called the union of 
Utrecht, 6$, His reply to Phi- 
lip's private offers, 71. Sends af- 
fi fiance to Sebaftian king of Por- 
tugal againft the emperor of Mo- 
rocco, 76. Juftifies his condu^ 
againd the popular clamours, 105. 
Advifes the States to renounce 
their allegiance to Philip, ic6. 
Is profcribed b^ Philip, 119. His 
apology addreiled to the States, 
120. An attempt made to aflfai- 
fmate him, 131. His advice to 
the States on the duke of An- 
jou's treachery, 147. Other at- 
tempts made to get him aflkfli- 
nated, 153. Leaves Antwerp on 
account of injurious fulpicions 
entertained 
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entertained affainft him, 156. Is 
killed by Balthazar Gerard, 162. 
Hi» charaaer, 166. Abfttaa 
of hU famous apology, 415. See 
Maurice. 



PacbecOf don Pedro de, put to death 
by the inhabitants of Flufhing, i. 
307. 

Paris, maflacre of the proteftants 
there, i. 538. Is invefted by 
Henry IV, of France, ii. 194. 
Great diftrefs of the Parifians, 
298. The fiege railed by the arri- 
val of the duke of Parma, 299. 
Submits to Henry IV after his con- 
verfion, 345. 

parmOf Margaret, dutchefs of, made 
ivgent of the Netherlands, i. 80. 
Perfecutes the protectants in con- 
cert with cardinal Granvelle, 16a. 
PubliOies the decides of the coun- 
cil of Trent, 169. Sends count 
Egmont to Spain, 170. Ap- 
points a conference to confider of 
means to ftop the growth of he- 
refy, 172. Which offends Phi- 
I'P) >73* Revives the perfecution 
of the protefbnts, 174. Her an- 
fwer to the petition of the nobles, 
183. Tranfmits the petition to 
Spain, 184. Raifes forces by Phi- 
lip^s command, 190. Her fuccefs 
in fuppreiling the reformers, 194. 
DifTuades Philip from fending an 
army into the Low Countries, 201. 
Obtains leave to retire fram the 
Netherlands, 206. 

Parmoy Alexander Farnefe, prince 
of, lays fiege to Navarino, i. 265. 
Is ordered by Philip to lead the 
Spanish troops back to the Ne* 
therlands, ii. 41. Battle of Gem- 
blonrs, 42. Is appointed to fuc« 
ceed don John or Auftria as go- 
vernor of the Netherlands, 55. 
His charafter, ibid, Befieges Mae- 
ftricht, 57. Takes the town by 
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furprile, 61. Gains ovei the Wal- 
loons, 64. PoiTefles himfelf of 
Courtray, 112. Is forced to a- 
bandon the ilege of Cambray by 
the duke of Anjou, 124. Obtains 
a return of the Spanifti troops, 
135. Takes Dunkirk, 155. With 
feveral other towns, 156, 15?, 
Bruges delivered up to bim by 
the prince of Chimai the governor, 
160 Reduces feveral principal 
towns, 172. His lenity toward 
the inhabitants, 173. Befieges 
Antwerp, 174. Blockades the 
Schcld by a bridge, 177, De- 
fcription of this bridge, f78. Re- 
pairs the bridge, after an attempt 
made to deftroy it, 187. Fortifies 
the counter-dyke of Couveftein, 
190. Recovers the poflelfion of it, 
194. The city of Antwerp fub- 
mits to him, 197. His great pow- 
er in the Netherlands, 203. Takes 
Grave in Brabant, 220. Befieyjes 
Venlo, ibid» Takes the town by 
capitulation, 222. His motives to 
attack Nuys, 223. Lays fiege to 
Rhineburg, 224. Befieges Sluys, 
237. DiiTuades Philip from in- 
vading England, 250. His piepa- 
I'ations to co-operate with the In- 
vincible Aimada, 258. Meditates 
the fiege of Bergen-op-Zoom, 273. 
Is deceived by two Englifh fuldi- 
ers, 274. Abandons the attempt, 

276. His difficulties and anxiety, 

277. Mutiny among his Spanifh 
troops, 282. Sends a reinforce- 
ment to the duke of Mayenne, 295. 
His firfl expedition into France^ 

296. Comparifon between him 
and Henry IV. ibid. His wife 
precautions on entering France, 

297. Raifes the fiege of Pans, 
299. Deceives Henry by a ftra- 
tagem, 300. Takes Lagny, 303. 
Poffcfles himfelf of Corbeil, 305. 
Returns to the Netherlands, 306. 
His cavalry defeated by prince 
Maurice, 310. Marches again in- 
to France, 315. Inverts the town 
of St. Efprit de Rue, 310. Raifes 

the 
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the ficge of Rooen, ibid. It 
wounded at Caudebec, 320. His 
army blocked tm by Henry IV. at 
Cauxy 311. Efcapet by paifing 
the Seine, 324. Returns to the 
Netherlands again, ilnd. Is or- 
dered back to France and dies» 
3S0. His character, 331. 
Pmd IV. pope, his chara£ler and 
conduct, i. 13. The ambition of 
his nephews, 25. Caufe of his a- 
niraofity to the emperor Charles V. 
fM, Concludes an alliance with 
France againft the emperor, 17. 
Induces Henry to break the truce 
of Vaucelles, 34. His violent 
conduft, 35. Paflfes a fentenceto 
deprive Philip II. of the fovereign- 
ty of Naples, 38. His dominions 
invaded by the duke of Alva, 40. 
Obtains a truce, 41. His forces 
defeated by Colonna, 43. Ob- 
tains peace from Philip, 51. Dies 

67. 
Paj^itti^ Sieur de, takes San Ger- 
trudenburg from the Spaniards, i. 
390. 
Pembroke, earl of, joins the duke 
of Savoy with a body of Englifli 
forces, 1.46. Isfcnthome, 51. 
Pennon de Vele%y the fort of, reduc- 
ed by don Garcia de Toledo, i. 
109. 
PereZy Antonio, his bafe treatment 

by Philip, II. of Spain, ii. 315. 
Pbiup II. king of Spain, his birth 
and education, i. i. His charaAer, 
a. His firft marriage, ibid. Is 
called by his father into the Low- 
Countries, ibid. Unpopularity of 
his manners, 3. Difgufts the Ger- 
mans, 4. Returns to Spain, 6. 
Marries Mary queen of England, 
7. Summary of the marriage ar- 
tides, 8. Arrives in England, 9. 
His behaviour and manners, 10. 
Is refilled the ceremony of corona- 
tion, II. His endeavours to re- 
move the prejudices entertained a- 
gainft him, ibid. In ftigates a per- 
lecution of the Englifli proteftants. 
X2. Leaves England, 13. His ua- 



dutiful beharioar to hit fktber, 14, 
Review of his dominions and die 
extent of his power, 17. Depend- 
ence of the pope on him» to. Hit 
condu6l on Henry II. of France 
breaking the truce of Vaticelles, 
37. Is deprived of the (bvereign- 
ty of Naples by the fentence of 
pope Paul IV. 38. His fcruples 
as to oppofing the pope bj violence, 
explainer, 39. Orders Alva to in- 
vade the pope^t dominions, 40. 
Levies forces in the Low Countries 
againft France, 44. Engaget Eng- 
land in the war, 45. His beha- 
viour on the viftory at St. Qimi- 
tin, 50. Takes the town, 51. 
Negle^ls the improvement of hit 
advantag^es, ibid. Concludes a 
|«ace vrith the pope, St. His mo* 
tives to defire a peace with Fninct, 
58. Pxioje£ls a marriage with qucea 
Elizabeth, 61. His condud with 
refpeft to his allies, 63. State of 
his aflkirs in Italy on the peace of 
Chateau Cambrefis, and death of 
Henry II. of France, 67. His »- 
verfion to the Flemings, 74. Hit 
edifls againft the proteftants, 76. 
His rigorous tinbunals for the ex- 
tirpation of herefy, 77. Fills the 
Netherlands with Spanifti foldiert, 
78. Appoints the dutchefs of 
Parma recent, 79. Meets a con- 
vention of the States at Ghent, So. 
His inflexibility in religion, 89. 
Origin of the difguft between him 
and the prince of Oran^, 84. Re- 
turns to Spain, 89. His partiality 
to Spain, 90. Orders Caranxa, 
archbiihop of Toledo, to be profe- 
cuted by the Inouifition, 94. En- 
joys the fpeftacle of an Auto de 
Fe, 95. The prudence of his ci- 
vil government, 96. His unfuc-; 
cefstul armament againft Tripoli, 
100. His great preparations to re- 
duce Pennon de Velet, 108. Wilhet 
to exclude all proteftants from at- 
tending the council of Trent, 117. 
Acknowledges the authority of the 
council, and orders obedience to itt 
decrceS| 
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decrees, i»5. His vigorous mea- 
fures to 9&St the knights of Malta 
againftthe Turkiih invaliony 130. 
But ungeneroufly ncgle£^s ajfTiftinc; 
them» 155. Sends troops at lensth 
who defeat the Turks, 159. £- 
vades the prince of Oranse's appli* 
cation for the removal of cardinal 
Granvelle, 166. His reception of 
count Egmont, 171. Is offended 
at the.confultation about means to 
ftop the growth of herefy in the 
Netherlands, 173. The ^unds 
of his averfion to the pnnce of 
Orange, and the counts Horn and 
Egmont, 189. Refolves to awe 
the Netherlands by an army, aoi. 
Sends Alva thither, 20a. The ex- 
traordinary powers he invefted Alva 
with, aoj. Hiftory of his Ton don 
Carlos, ax a. Orders him to be poilbn* 
ed, 214. His reply to Maximilian^ 
remonftrance on the duke of AJva^s 
conduct, 117. Is infttgated af^ainft 
his Morefcofubje^ls, 041. Dilarms 
them, 242. His oppreflive cdi&. a- 
f:ainft them, 24.3. The province of 
Granada revolts, 246. Makes Aaves 
ct the prifoners, 250. His dreadful 
fcverities againft the revoiters when 
lubdued, 255. Enters into a lea^^ue 
with the pope and Venetians agamft 
the Turks, 258. His behaviour on 
the victory of Lepanto, 262. Re* 
cedes from his demand of the tenth 
and twentieth pennies from the Ne- 
therlands, 352. Is perfuaded by the 
emperor Maximilian to negociate 
with the prince of Orange, 425. 
Appoints don John of Aulbia go- 
vernor of the Netherlands, ii. 13. 
Abfolutely refufes to remove him, 
and ratify the election of Matthias, 
43. Motives of his neglefl in fup- 
porting don John of Au(fa-ia, 54. 
L Aifpe^led of poifoning him, ibid. 
Conftntt to the treaty between the 
f 'rince of Parma and the Walloons, 
^<i. His condu6l in the conferences 
:•: Cologn, 70. His private offers to 
j tl'.e prince of Oi-an^e, 71. His in- 
.'lew with Sebaftian king of Por- 
-.1, 75. His negoctations with 



Mulcy Moloc and the Turkiih fol- 
tan, 76. His pretenfions to the 
kingdom of Portugal, 8x. His 
manifefto, 85. Invades Portugal, 
91. Conquers it, 99. Offers a re- 
ward for the life of the prince of 
Orange, 119. All allegiance to 
him lolemnly abjured by the St:ites 
of the United Provinces, 121. His 
attention to the afiairs of France, 
206. Enters into a treaty with the 
duke of Guife, 207. Meditates the 
conc^ueft of England, 247. His In- 
vincible Armada, 258. This fleet 
totally ruined, 268. His magnani- 
mity on this difailer, 270. His 
views on France, 294. Sends the 
I>uke of Parma to France to op- 
pofe Henry IV. 295. Orders the 
duke of Parma to march again to 
the affiftance of the League in 
France, 315. His bafe treatment of 
Efcovedo, and AntOnio Perez, 325. 
Sends troops to chaAife the people 
of Arragon, 328. Abolifhes the 
conftitution of the Arra^onian go- 
vernment, 329. Appomts count 
Manfveldt governor of the "Nether- 
lands, 333. Procures a convention 
of the States of the Catholic League 
in France, 334. His interefted views 
difcovered by the French, 335. 
State of his affairs, 341. Appoints 
the archduke Erneft governor of the 
Netherlands, 344. His motives for 
continuing boiVilities againft Henry 
IV. of France, 346. His* reply to 
Henry's declaration of war, 359. 
Invades Burgundy, 367. Under- 
takes a defcent upon Ireland, 385. 
Cadiz plundered by the Englifti, 
387. His fleet agamft Ireland de- 
stroyed by a ftorm, 388. His ex- 
pedient to free himfeif from his 
pecuniary embarralTments, 395. 
His motives to a peace with France, 
398. Concludes a peace at VervinS, 
402. Refi^ns the (overeignty of the 
Netherlands to his fon-in-law, the 
archduke Albert, 405. His ill- 
nefs and death, 407. Hit charac- 
ter, 408. 

Fiaia, 
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Piidaf the Turkifli admiral, deftroys 
the Spanifh fleet under the duke of 
Medina Cceli, i. loa. Commandt 
the Turkifh fleet fent againft Mai- 
ta, 130, 13a. ^ 

Pwi IV. pope, difluades the duke of 
Savoy n'om calling a provincial fy- 
nod, i. 1 14. Is forced to agree to 
the re-aflemblinc of the council of 
Trent, 116. Governs the pi^iceed* 
ings of the council, 119. Diflblves 
the council abmptly, lat. Con- 
flrms its decrees by a bull, 1 22. 

Pius V. pope, his chara6^er, i. 257. 
Applies to the princes of Europe to 
unite againft the Turks, ibid. His 
death, 266. 

Plumart^ his expedi^t for raifing the 
ficge of Tergoes, i. 313. 

Portocarrero^ governor of Dourlens, 
his ftratagem for the furprifc of A- 
miens, ii. 39a. Is beficged and kill- 
ed there, 395. 

Portugal, ftate of, at the time of the 
lefjgnation of the emperor Charles 
V. I. 19/ State of the difputcd fuc- 
ccfTion to the crown, ii. 73. Death 
of kitig Scbaftian, So. Acccflion 
of Don Henry, 81. State of the 
prctenfions of fcveral candidates for 
the luccefiion, ibid, Don Antonio 
declared illegitimate, 86. Death of 
Don Henry, 88. Don Antonio 
proclaimed king, 91. Is invaded 
by the Spaniards, ibid. Lifbon ' 
fuhmits to Alva, 95. I» entirely 
fubje^ted, 99. 

ProteflantSj cruel edifts publiflied a- 
gainft in the Netherlands, by the 
emperor Charles V. and Philip II. 
of Spain, i. 76. Inquifitorial pro- 
ceedings againft them, 77- Rcfufe 
to attend the council of Trent, and 
why, 118. Valenciennes reduced 
andgamfoned, 194* Antwerp Mr- 
rilbncd, ibid. MafTacre of, at Fa- 
ns, 338. 

S^intin, St. is beficged by the duke 
of Savoy, i. 4.7. The French ar- 
my under Montmorency, defeated 
there, 49. The town taken, 51. 



Rrfermation^ the rapid progrefi of, L 
67, Penetrates even into Spain, 93. 
Progrefsof, 112, 169. SetProt'efl- 
ants. 

Renneburg, count of, . is enticed over 
to the Spanilh intereft, ii. 114. His 
death, ti6. 

Reqitefensy grand commendator, afts 
as lieutenant to Don John of Auf. 
tria, at the battle of Lepanto, i. 
.258. Sncceeds the duke of Alva 
in the government of the Nether- 
lands, 391. His character and firft 
tranfa^iions, 395. Imprudently fuf- 
fers the mutinous Spanifli troops to 
take pofltflion of >^twerp, i. 409. 
Publiihes an a£l of indemnity, 412. 
Befieges Leyden, 413. Undertakes 
the conqueft of Zealand, 432. 
Tt^anfports a body of forces through 
an arm of the fea to Duveland, 433. 
Befieges Bommene, 438. And Zi- 
ricfee, 439. His death, 443. 

Rimenant, battle of, ii. 44 

Riperda, his fpeech to the principal 
inhabitants of Haerlem, i. 365. Is 
beheaded by the Spaniards, 3S3. 

Rome, its dependance on Philip II. of 
Spain, i. 20. 

Rone, the Sieur de, perfuades the arch > 
duke Albert to undertake the fiegc 
of Calais, ii. 375. Is intruftcd with 
the condu6l of it, 376. Takes the 
town by ftorm, 378. Is killed at 
the fiegc of Hulft, ^83. 

Rottetdam, the townfmen of, mafla- 
crcd by count de Boflut, i. 303. 

Roueriy is befieged by Henry IV. of 
France, ii. 314. The fiege raifed 
by the duke of Parma, 319. 

Ruremond is feized by the prince of 
Orange, i. 335, 



Sacberlot naval engagement of, be- 
tween the Dutch and the Spaniards, 

i. 397. . ^ 

Santa Croce^ marquis of, commands 
the Spaniih fleet employed again tt 
Portugal, 
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Portugal, il. 89. Is appointed 
commander of the Invincible Ar- 
mada, but dies, 259. 

Savoy, Philibcrt Emjnuel duke of, 
commands an army in the Nether- 
lands to acl againft France, i. 44. 
Is joined by the earl of Pembroke, 
46. Lays fiege to St. Quintin, 47. 
Defeats Montmorency there, 49. 
His ineffe^ual perfecution of his 
reformed fubjefts, 115. 

Scheldtt dcTciiption of the piince of 
Parma's fortified bridge over, for 
the blockade of Antwerp, ii. 178. 

Scbencky Martin, his brave attempt for 
the relief of Venio, ii. 221. Builds 
a fort on the Rhine, and over-runs 
the country round, 280. Is killed in 
an attack on Nimeguen, 281. 

Snvoj'tZfaburg, count, is fent by the 
emperor Maximilian to treat with 
the prince of Orange, i. 425. 

SebaftmH^ king of Portugal, his cha- 
ra^er, ii. 74. Undertakes the in- 
vafion of Morocco, 75. His inter- 
view with Philip of Spain, ibid. 
Lands in Africa, 77. Battle of Al- 
cazar, 78. Is killed, So. 

Selif/i, Sultan, invades the ifland of 
Cyprus, i. 157. A league formed 
againft him by pope PiusV. Philip 
II. of Spain, and the Venetians, 

258. His fleet defeated at Lcpanto, 

259. Concludes a feparate peace 
with the Venetians, 266. Dies, 270. 

Seja, Don Carlos di, burned at an 
Auto de fe, in the prefence of Phi- 
lip II. i. 95. 

SiJi^Vi Sir Philip, death of, ii. 225. 

Sixim V. pope, encourages Philip II. 
of Spain to the invailon of England, 
ii. 251. 

Shys, befieged by the duke of Parma, 
ii. 237. Capitulates, 24.1. 

Soiymaif emperor of the Turks, his 
conquers, i. 96. Deftroys the Spa- 
nifli fleet fent againft Tripoli, 102. 
His preparations to reduce the if- 
land of Malta, 129. His troops 
driven from the ifland, 1 59. 

Sortoy, Theodore, commander of the 
Dutch fleet, defeats count Boflut 
the Spanifli fidmiral, i. 388. 



Sfainy the hiftory of the Moors in, 1. 
239. The country delblateii by the 
feverities exerciled agamfl them, 
241. Revolt of the province of 
Granada, 246. 

Spa \ijh iroopSy thofe under D'Avila in 
the Netherlands, mutiny for want 
of pay, i. 408. Another mutiny of, 
ii. 2. Seize Aloft, ibid. Are de- 
clared rebels by the council of ftatCp 
3. See Na*varefe. 



Tergces, fiegcof, 312. Its fituation, 
313. Extraordinary relief of, 316. 

Tbiofrviile, is taken by the duke of 
Guifc, i. 55. 

To/tdo, Caranza, archbifliop of^ is 
fufpefled of inclining to the reform- 
ed opinions, i. 93. Is profecuted in 
the mquifition by order of Philip 

11.94- 
Toledo, Frederic de, fon of the duke of 
Alva, blockades Mons, i. 332. 
Lays divers towns under contribu- 
tion, 348. His barbarous treatment 
of Zutphen, 349. His gixat pro- 
grefs in reducing the revolted towns, 

361 . His cruel inaflacre at Naerdan, 

362. Befieges Haerlem, 368. Is or- 
dered by his father to perfevere in 
the ficge, 375. His perfidious bar- 
barity to the garrifon and inhabit- 
ants, 383. His troops mutiny, 384. 
Befieges Alcmaer, 386. 

Toledo f Don Garcia de, reduces the 
fort of Pennon de Vcley, 109. Is 
made viceroy of Sicilv, no. 

Tournayt the tumults of the reformers 
there quieted by count Horn, 1. 
188. 

Tournbout, battle of, between prince 
Maurice and the count de Varas, 
ii. 390. 

Trenty fummary account of the coun- 
cil of, i. 113. State of Europe at 
that time, 1 14. The meeting of re- 
vived by pope Pius IV. 116. Rea- 
ibns why the proteflants refufed to 
attend it, 118. Is governed by the 
pope and his legates, 119. Is a- 
bniptly coDciudedy 121. Its de- 
crees 
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crees confirmed by a papal bull, iis* 

Its decrees rcjefted by the court of 

France, laj. 
Tripoli^ taken and fortified by the 

Corfair DfAgut, i. 99. Unfuccefs- 

All expedition of the Spaniards a- 

gainft, 100. 
Tferart, count de, defends the province 

of Zealand for the prince of Orange, 

i. 30S. BeTicges Middleburg, 309. 

Befieges Tereoes, 311. 
7tt«//, is taken by Don John of Auf- 

tria, i. 267. Is retaken by the 

Turks, 269. 

V. 

Valdex^ is intrufted by Reouefens 
with the reduflion of Leyden, i. 
415. Confines his operations to a 
blockade, 416. Is forced to raife 
the liege, 423. Is accufed by his 
foldiers of being bribed and is ill 
treated, 424. liote* 

Valenciennes^ the city of, reduced and 
garrifoned bythe regent, i. 194. 

Valor^ Don Ferdinand de, is clefted 
king by the Morefco inhabitants of 
Granada, 1. 247. See Ahen Humeya* 

Varas^ count de, is defeated and kill- 
ed by prince Maurice, ii. 389. 

Varamhon, marquis of, is defeated by 
colonel Vere, ii. 281. Is defeated 
and taken prifoner by marflial Bi- 
ron, 384. 

Vargcuy a Spanifh ofHcer, plunders 
Maeftricht, ii. 6. 

Vaucelles^ truce of, procured by the 
emperor Charles V. previous to his 
refignation, i. 16. Is broken by 
Henry II. of France, 34. 

VelafcOy conftahle of Caflile, invades 
Burgundy, ii. 367. Is worfted by 
Henry IV. and letircs, 368. 

Vtnicei political fituation of, at the 
time of Chnrlcs V. refigning his 
dominionsi i. 20. 

Venlo^ is befieged by the prince of 
Pai'ma, ii. 220. Capitulates, aaa. 

FerdugOy defends Groningen for ^he 
Spaniards againft prince Maurice, 
ii. 35 ». 



\ E X. 

Vere^ colonel, defeats the manjuit of 
Varambon, and relieves Rhmberg, 
ii. 281. DiiHnguifhea himfelf at 
the {lege of Deventer, 310. 
Fer^irUf conferences held there for a 
peace between France and Spain, ii. 
399. The peace concluded, 40a. 
Piglittj, prefident of the council to the 
dutchefs of Parma, regent of tlie 
Netherlands, his arguments for re- 
ceiving the decrees of the council of 
Trent, i. i68. Offers a remonftrance 
to Philip a^ainfl the barbarity of 
Alva*s admmiftration, 212. His 
objections to Alva^s taxations, 283. 
Fi liars, Sieur de, defends Rouen a- 
gsunft Henry IV. of France, 314. 
His vigorous fally to raifc the fiege, 
317. Is defeated and killed before 
Dourlens, 362. 
Vitelli, marouis of, his advice to the 
duke of Alva, i. 329. Hit death, 
442. 
UUoa, Oforio de, conduAs a body of 
SpaniOi troops through an arm of 
the lea, to Duvehind, i. 435. 
U/uccialli, the Corfair, faves a part of 
the Turkffh fleet from deftmaion 
at the battle of Lepanto, i. x6s« Is 
made commander in chief by Sultan 
Selim, 264. Retakes Tunis from 
Don John of Auftria, 269. 
l//i//^^ Provinces of the Netherlands, 
the firft foundation of that republic 
laid by the treaty called the IJnion 
of Utrecht, ii, 65. The fovereignty 
of them conferred on the duke of 
Anjou, 117. All allegiance to 
Philip of Spain folemnly abjured, 
121. Tlie prince of Orange adafli- 
nated, 162. Their critical fituation 
on this event, 203. Offer the fove- 
reignty to Henry III. of France, 
204. To queen Elizabeth of Eng- 
land, 211. Treaty with £lizabe£, 
215. Leicefter ntade governor and 
commander in chief, 217. They 
remonftrate to him on his arbitraiy 
condu^, 229* Reprefent their griev- 
ances to oueen Elizabeth, 332. 
Profperity or, 235. AfTifl Eliaabeth 
with (hips to oppofe Philip*t pro- 
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jc^ed invafion of England, 157- 
Prince Maurice mad^ g^overnor of 
Guelderland and Overyflcl, a 87. 
Keje^ the archduke Erncft's offer 
of treating for peace, 344. Gro- 
ningen united to the confederacy, 
354. Enter into an alliance with 
Henry IV. of France, 360. Un- 
dertake their firft expedition to In- 
dia, 371, note. See Netherlands, 
Utrecht, the States of, oppofe the ira- 
pofition of the tenth pennv, i. a88. 
Is filled with Spanifh foldiers at 
free quarters, %^6, The treaty call- 
ed the union of, ii. 65. 

W. 

Wallocnst fource of the quarrel be- 
tween them and the Flemings, ii. 
50. Commence hofliiities againil 
them« 51. Are gained over by the 
prince of Parma, 64. 

U^iaty Sir Thomas, his iniurre6lion in 
oppofition to queen Mary's marri- 
age, 1.9. 



E X. 

WiUottgbby, lord, fucceeds the earl of 
Leicefter in the command of the 
Englifh troops in the Netherlands^ 
ii. 272. 

Z. 

Zealand, the province of, revolts a- 
gainft the Spaniards, i. 308. Mea-> 
lures taken there to withfVand the 
Spanifh power, 351. TheZealand- 
ers deftroy the Spanifh fleet under 
Adolphus Hanftede at Antwerp, 
411. The conqueft of that province 
undertaken by Requefens, 432. 
Sie^of Bommene, 438. Siege of 
Ziricfee, 440. 

Zin'cfee, befiegcd bjr the Spaniards 
under Requefens, i. 439. Surren- 
ders, 442. 

Zutpben, its fituation, i. 348. The 
cruelties praftifed there by don Fre- 
deric de Toledo, 349. Is befieged 
by the earl of Leicefter, ii. ft25. Is 
tucen by prince Maurice, 309. 
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